The News of the Week

IN THE DOMINION,

" Ty Chief Jusiice has grated leave fo
¢ths Wanganui Collegs Board of Truateca
to borrow up to £35,000,

There are two centenarians ob the old
age pension list—one & widower, rged 107
yewrs, the other & bachelor, aged 10N

A further extension of the Welksgton
tramways is contemplated, to cosk & LG~

The oldest person in the Dominrion 13
said to be Mr Henry Burling, of Wai-
Lkanee, wha ix in his 109th year.

The Westport District Gold Miners®
Industrial Union ol Workers kaa applied
tor eaneed iba registration under the Ar.
bitratien Act.

The Amnlgamafed Society of Railway
Bervants, with a membership of 1070,
claimg to be the largest tradea wnion in
the colony.

A meeting of ratepnyers on July 21st
xuthorized the Anckland City Council to
raize a loan of £130000 for varicus gity
works and street improvementas.

The total outpat of coal last year from
New Zealand mines waa 1,831,009 tons,
an increase of ID1 473 foma. Nosth-
ern districta eontributed 318,977 tovws,

“The post and telograph revonus for
the Dominion for the quarter ended June
30 last was £225,020, a4 agninst £212.301
for the corresponding gquarter of 1007,

The latest proposal of the Weilinglon
Harbour Board is & schemes to construct
a eanal and o dock in the closcd western

arm of the Hutt River, at a cosi of £76;--
000-

The Domentie Workers” Union formed
in Wellington haa been refused registra-
tiom of the pround “that domeatie helpa
nre onty kept for comfort amd couvem-
icnee aad not for profik.™ :

Puring the qmrter ended Jurne 30 the
amowat of deposits in the Bavirgs Banks
waa £2,607 857, compared with
£2422440 for the corremponding guar-
ter of 1997, :

* €able mdviee wus received by the Mnyor
ox July 2% atating that the Welling-
ton city loan of £100,000 {4 per cent de-
bertures at prry has heea saibsfactorily
flaated. I# is expected timt the loan will
neb the Council aboutl 08,

- The election of a member of the Civil
Bervice Buperannuation Board resulted in
the following gentlemen beirg elecied:—
Post and Telegraph: Moessrs Huggina and
MeNiclde. Other Departments: MMessra
‘Abport, Spence, and Bishop.

Napier Harbour Board returng for the
haH-year exding June 30 show a satis-
factory inerease in the trade of the
port. Rcvenue tofalled £33,504, rs com-
pered with £30,11¢ for the correspoad-
ing period of 1007. Imports increased
from 48,750 tons.-to 54802 tons, and
exports from 12,065 tons to 12,479 tona

Awkland’s poultry industry is prow-
inz. For the quarter ended June 39, of
this year the anmber of egis put fhirouzh
the Government grading depot was 211,
00, or 30,907 more than for the corroa-
ponding three months of 1907. Poultry
for the snme period showed a marked in-
crease alw, the figurea being, 1908, 8119
head; 1807, 5927.

The repotrt of a great coal seam beimg
Inid bare by a landslip in the Huntly dia-
triet s digcredited. -~ The rumour has
probably arisen throngh aome confusion
as to locality—the description of the ex-
tent of the deposit ngreeing with the. re-
cent discovery of conl near Nearnawuhin,
where there are millions of toos of ex-
cellent, quality in sight.

The 8.9. Wimmera, which arrived at
‘Auckland on Handay iask, had a very
rough passage from Bydney, several deck
cabins being smashed in hy the heavy
esaw. One of the steerage prssengers,
named FBeejamin Tallents, draper, o
¥ederalstreet, Aucklond, died on the

. voyage., Deccased, who waa 54 years ot
age, had been taken on board ill, and
grew  gradually worse, and expired as
the vesael was coming fown the coaat.

Tha Wellington Harbour Board de-
c¢lded definitely to enter imta an npgreq-
ment for the zcquisition of the Welling-
ton patent alip. The Blip Company is
o remain in possession of the property
for 25 years, whea the Board sheli pay
£30,000, and own tha slip. A portiou of
the land not occupied by the elip is to
be et apart for tho use of the Union
Btoam Ship Company, which is to have
the offer of this portion as a Qlasgow
{sase, at the end of the 25 vears,

An mttempt ja to be made to raise a
voluntesr corps in Wellington, all the
members of which shali be mea with
war service. Mr, Gardner, who was &
sergennt of ths Fourth New Zealand
Mownked Rifles in Africa and & captain
ia tha Nimth, bas ths maiter in hand.
It s not diated whether the intention
is t0 ask ex-mounted rifles with war ser-
viee to comprise an infaniry or & mount-
ed corps. Men cf all New Zealand con-
timgents and of okther irregular carps who
have the necessary war service will ba
eligible. - -

Ralluay Biatistios.

Hallway returns for the Dominton ex-
tending over four weeks ending June 30
show a grand total revenua on Govern-
ment lices of £212,545, and expenditure
£158,145. The North Island toials were
£82,903 and £69,370, and the Houth
Ialand totals £119,642 and £88,763. OUm
the Aucklana main line the revenue was
£33,227 apd the expenditure £22,865.
Whangarie: Revenue, £2,493; expendiiure
£01%. Kaihu: Revenue, £417; expendi-
tare, £410; Kawakawa: Revenue, £117;
expenditure, £251, Gisberne-Karaka:
Revenue, £670; expenditure, £382,

Whers Trade is Incrensing.

. A veturn of the inctease in trade of the
prineipal ports of tha Pominion for the
10 years from 13997 to 1907, laid befora
the New Plymouth Harbour Board,
shows that the trade of New Ilymouth
increased by 127 per cent. Othor figures
wera as follows: Timaru 038 per cent.
(Giisborne 132 per cent, Wellington 106
per cen$, Napicr 03 per cent, Auckland
85 per cemt, Invereargill 70 per cent, Liyt-
telton 68 per cent, Dunedia 50 per cent,

Assistod Immigration,

The 8. Riputaka, which is due at Wel-
lingbon mnexv week, from London, brings
102 assisted passcugers, 73 of whom are
adults with & total declared capital of
£3230. Qme family, consisting of thice
brothers, brought wp as farmera,
tmeir pister, havit p jeint capital of £ 1761
Forty-three of tar immigrants nre nomi-
maied by friends \n New Zealand, and arve
coming to sitnatioms, Amongst the as-
risted passengers are 15 fermers, seven
farm labourera, and pine domeatic serv-
anta,

Huccessfnl Munieipalisation.

For the past eleven months the electrie
light works have been owned by the
Wellington City Council, and i is esti-
mated by the Mayor that the profits for
the year will amount te ahout £700 more
than the Electrical Syndicate gained dur-
ing its last year of operations in Welling-
ton. This is in spite of the fact that the
municipality lkas given consumers the
benefit of a reduciion in piice, which
equaly £3000. Bome £13,000 has been
eet apart out of earnings to form a sink-
ing fund, meet interest chargrs, and
atlonw for depreciation. "After making the
deductions, there remaing a net profit of
nbeut £5000 for the Il mouths' opera-
tions.

Aunckland Tramways Disputs,

On Friday last, Dr. A, McArthur, .M.,
the chairman of the Special Board of
Conciliators met up in connection with
the industrial dispute Detween the Auck-
land Electric Tramwaya Industrial Unioa
of Workers and the Auckland Tleeclric
Tramways Company, Limited, deliveredi
the decision of the Board. All the mem-
bers of the Board were present, and the
company and the unicn were represented
by Mr. J. J, Walklate [general manager)
and Mr. A. Rosger (sccretary) respee-
tivoly,

The Chairmon of the Board was, in
Lisa own words, “the deeiding element
in each clause'--his casting vote having
determined all the ifssuea raised. The
findings of the Board aro thus summnar-
ised :—

t.~—That Conductor Herdeon bs rein-
atated in bis position.

2,—That the Goneral Manager shajil
given written guarsntes that in future
any emplinyae being dismiasad fram the ser-

vice shall be given a valid reason for his
dismtesal

3.—-That any employee being sent to the
hend office for an allezed Jauil shall sen
alk reports made agminai ki and have
the right to call evidence on bis behalf.

4.—That any inspector proved guilty of
making mis-statements or falss reports
against employces shall ba instantly dis-
missed.

%§.—Sceingy that Mr. Lymaght’s queation-
able methods wers the real sause of tha
strike of November, 1806, and that the
racent harassing of mofermen and con-
ductors by ticket inspectors has bzen in
obedience to hig inatructions, he shali be
removed from direct contact with the
men.

& —The Board directs that the foregoing
recommendations shall take effcet Irom
the firat day ot September, 1908, and shall
continte in force until the 3lat day ol
August, 1910,

Dr. MecArthur stated at considerable
length his reasons for arriving at these
decisions. In reply to & question, he
said that no penalties werc provided for
breach of the award, “but the breaking
of tha agreement would be & very seri-
ons Lhing for either pariy.”

Religions Inatructiom in Schools.

At the last meelbing of the Wanmanui
School Committes permission was grunted
to members of the Miniaster's Axsocziation
to give religicus instruction from 9 to 23
on Wednesday mnrning of each weeic.
The Chairman of the Education Board
has now laaued instructions that achool
bourg muat not be altered without per-
mission of the Roard. 7This iy pructically
vekeing the Solool Cowmmibiec's resolu-
tion.

HM.8 Necw Zealand.

Captain F, . D, Sturdes, of H Mas,
New Zealand, wrotc to the High Com-
missioner’s oftico a day or two ago ask-
ing for some music asaociafed with New
Zealand, for the use of the hattleship™a
Land.  Alr, Camphbell, the librarvian, sent
him a copy of the asonpg “God Tiefend
New Zealand," the worda of which ara
by Thomas Dracken, in three veracs, of
which the firs} i3 a3 followa:—

God of Nations, at thy feet

Iu the bonds of love we weel,

Ilear our volces, we entread,

God defond owr free laud!

Guard Paciile’s irlp'e Binr

¥rom the shafts of wtrife and war;

Make =zmer uinises heavd afur,

God defend New Zealand!

Captain Sturdes iy having Land parta
mnde, and proposes to adopt “GGod Ie-
fend New Zealand” for his battleship.
He has also accepted with thanka an
offer of books of illustrations of Now
Zealand for the ship's library. “Wae are
anxioua,” he wrote, “to identify the ship
I any woy posaible with the great Do-
minion she is named after.”

America in the Parvific.

The Prime Minister, in a apoerh deliv-
ernd at a political eocial cathering on
July 20, justifiod the expendliture autho-
rizad by the Governmont in the enters
tainment of the Amerivan Fleet, an. took
occasion to mnke some rather sigmiticant
romarks concarping the future of the
Pacifie, and the peril of a pnssible Asia-
tie invaasion.

Sir Jozeph Ward said he waa sarry the
question of uneniploywment had been rais-
ed at all in regord to the coming and en-
tertainment of the flaet. Tutlisg the
matter on the necesanry basis of pounds,
shillings and pence, e found that the
whole cost of entertainment of the fleat
would be 3id per head of our population.
How much we were going to get by enter-
taining the fleet he would not condescenl
to eay. Mo could say, however, lhow
much the Government was going te re-
ceive from our own people by using our
own public eervicea. lle had just had
a computation made, which showed thak
ild per head of our popuistion, at tha
lowrst estimate, would be receivest. 1le
was simply giving shasluta facts from
information in the poasession of the Rail-
way Department and the Goveenment.
COur public services would bring ua back
at least £30,600, It would be a dif-
ferent matter if we wern going into &
discussion of the Ameriean lawas and
our own, but our position as part and
parcel of the Britlsh Empire could not
be ignored. America waa a great Fowor,
on friendly terms with the United
Kingdlom, with which it d&id 50 millions
sterling worth of trande every year. Ha
did nct believe that the great mass of our
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warking people were so fargetful of ouy
obligations an to suppose that when tae
fleet was goinyg to Samoa end Fiji, as st
first aonneunced, and wfterwards to Ane
tralia, thet it wsa for ws to bave said
timlk we did not waat it here. If we had
maid that, we should not have shawn
proper recognition of our duty tu Lhe
Empire and to ourselves. (Applause.)
We and our children might not see it,
hut thers would some doy bw o Arht to
deride whether the whiie races should
govern Australia, New Zealaml, and other
wisiands in the Pacifie, If at that time
wa coulld have as onr ally America, with
her powerful fleet, we should be very
glad to have them fighting shoulier ta
&houlder with ua; yet when the Quvern-
ment felt it to be ita daty to do what
wollld be done in America if New Zea-
landers went there in a warship, they, un-
happily, found the cry raised that the
smull amount of money that was to ba
spent would interfere with the employ-
ment of the peaple. The Government
lad sufficient resoutce ta do s auty
in welcoming the fleet, ant alao to do
what wan right in the way of employ-
ment for the people. (Applause.)

Htate Conl Mines and Depota.

The report of the working of the
State coal mines for the yrar cnded
Mareh last shows thab the total quantily
of ¢oal ahipped, including Lriqueiics and
cggeties, was 237,300 tona, valued ab
£160250. The values of the quawtitica
supplied from tho Peiat Llirabelh col-
liery were ase jullowa:—Ilailways, £358,-
487; private cuatomera  nnd shipping
companies, £%5,651; Government Depart-
ments otlier than railways, £41,493. Tha
values of the outputs frow thr SBeddon-
ville colliety were as fullows:—Dai ;
L£27.826; private customers and shipping
companies, £2779; Govermnent Doepert-
menis other than railways, £2709, 1t
ia atated thab the Christchureh and Wel-
lingion depols did remarkaldy well dar-
ing the year, having increased their
sales by aboub 5000 tona ench, while n&
Wanganui, where & depot hagd been eca-
tablished for 11 moaths, seme 4500 tons
of ronl Lad been disposed of. *It is
intonded,” says the repurt, “to extend
this clzss of business where the circum-
stances warranl the establishment of do-
pota, and ap ewlcavear is bring msda
to arrange with municipal badiey to une
devtake the sale and disiributon of coal
in localities where State depots conld
not be run with financial suecess. Thae
accounts of the Peint Mizibath ecollicry

show a net profit of £1543F fur the
year, whilst the  Seddonville colliery
showa a lozs (ineluding £1125 on Lhe

Triquette plant) of £36H0. 'The net pro-
fit en the working of the Well
depot was £201, anid on the Christe
depot it was £417. The Wanganui e-
pot alowed a loss of £159, 'Lhe wt
profit for the year on the entive acconnb
is shown gs £3440."

Steel from Irocusand.

An important decision in the matter of
an applicotion for patent in connee-
tion with Lhe swelting of ironsand has
Tieen given by the Registrar of I'atents.
The deeizion dealt with the applica-
tion of Horace Drown, of Aweries, for
a patent for & process in the manubue-
ture of ateel in which ore finely divided
i showered down a stack aud subjected
ta a highly leated atmosphere. 'The
applicalion was opposed by Moore and
1lcskett, of Victoria, on the ground of
nn infringement of n Aimilar procesa
obLtaining in counneclion wilh their in-
venticn, The regiatrar considered the
objection of defendants had been aus-
tained, and refused the applicition.

Bauk of England Couccasions.

As o result of negotiations by Sir
Heetor Corruthers {ox-I'remicr of New
South Walea), the Bank of England haa
reiluced the chargea for the inseription
and management ¢f eolonial stocka by
12} per cent. Tha anving to New South
Walra will he abeut £3000 onnually,

Tt iy probable that the rednction will
bo extemied o Queenaland and New Zea-
Iand, snving about L3500 and £5000
regpectively.

Praise of Now Zoaland.

The Rev. C. Q. Ledger, viear of Tup-
ley. Herefordshire, who had temporary
chargo of S Matthew's Chureh in Auck-
lacd during his visit to Now Zeaiand, has
heen belling Lendonera of the wone
derful progross wlich New Zeoaland has



