year. Seldom do the whalers start on
their homeward voyage within two years
after they have left New Bedford, and
frequentiy fully three years elapse be-
fore they again moor at its wharves,

It iz a question whether any calling
is more dangerous or attended with more
hardships than the hunting of the Arctic
whale; but the creature is s0 valuable
that its pursuit is as fuscinating as the
senreh for the gold-vein, A single speci-
men may yield oil, bone, and other sub-
stunces which are worth from ihree to
five thousand pounds. Some have been
kilied which have actually been worth
to the successful hunters over five thou-
sand pounds. The product most highly
prized, however, is what is generaily
called whalebone. As a matier of fact,
whalebone ia mot a bone at rll, but a
flexible fringe on the creature's jaw in
liew of teeth, to enable the whale to
separate from the sea-water in which it
floats the marine animaleules on which
it subsista. It allows the water to enter
its cavernous mouth, then closes ita jaws,
expels the brine through this frings, and
swallows the minute foed which satisfies
its mighty bulk. Each whale lias about
four hundred plates of this *“bone” in
ita jaws, ita teeth being embryonic only.
The huge carcage yields much oil, it is
irue, but the oil alone would not make
the venture pay, and the practice has
been, after “flensing” or stripping off
the cuter coat of fat or blubber, to let
the remainder go, and the skeleten, with
the eovering of flesh which enshrouds it,
weighing from forty to fifty tons, usu-
ally becomes the prey of sharks.

- " - - -

The bowhead contains far more whale-
hene than any other species of marine
animal, and this ia why it is so eagerly
pursuad. It takes its nmame from the
curved formation containing the whale-
hone wlich ia found in its head., Ocea-
sionally one is killed which has a double
fringe of the bone. In the early days of
whale-huniing in Hudson Bay, one mon-
ster was harpoened from which over
three thousand pounds were taken, and
the bones solid for three thousand pounds
sterling a ton. This single capture paid
all the expenses of the voyage, which
lasted two and a-hali years, and each
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wan received in addition one hundred
pouruds ue his share of the proceeds, But
the whaler usually securea three or four
whales each season, so that often the
ship returns with a eargo so valuable
that, after all expenses are paid, every
nan receivea at least five hundred
pourds to one thousand pounds sa his
share of the hunt. Yearly the number
of whales caught is decreasing, and the
price of the bone increasing in propor-

© tion,

In the modern method of capturing
the great Arctic whale the harpoon
thrown by hand ie seldom wused. Kach
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abip carries a small vannon mounted on
the Dbow, and frequently has a wimall
atean launch, which is also armed with
what iz known as the harpoos gun.
When the bay becomes navigable, the
vessel starta for the places which are
most frequented by the whales. The
veteran Hudson Bay whaler knows where
the favourite feeding-grounds of his prey
are situated. Whea one has  been

sighted, the veasel is atopped within
gun-shot of the creature if possible. The
caonnon is aimed at a point over the

heart, and its projectile seldom faila to
enter the body, so true is the aim of

1908

35

the guuner. This projectile is several
feet in length, and containg a bomb
Blled with soe explosive which is ig-
nited by a tiwe fuse. The projectile
also containg & “head,” conmisting of
four laurge steel barbs, which apread out
a3 soon ns it entera the body and mre
caught in the flesh. The bowb ia in-
tended to explode inside the whale, audl
if properly wited seldom fuils to reach
a vital part, causing death within a few
minutes. If it hus not been mortally
wounded, however, the whuale seldom
escapes its purauers, for attached to the
projectile is u steut rope, which is fas-
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BLINK BONNY, A CRACK JUMPER, WINNING AT THE BATH SHOW,
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G 0789. —15 ct. Gold Brooch, Set
1 Sapphire, 2 Diamonds, in
Meoroeco Case, £5/10)-.

G 9310 — 9 ct. Gold-mounted Penrl
Set Greenstone Brooch, 16/8. -

H2282. —9 ct. Gold-moanted
Ureenstone Brooeh, 27/6.

g
H 49429 ct. Golid Brooeh, Set
witlh Pearla, 138,

H 2832, —Greenstone and 9 et Gold bward B-noch,

Other Designs and Sizes from 13/6 upwards.

H 1654, --9ct. Gold-mounted Pearl
Set Greenstane Brooch, 214,

G5771.—15¢ct. (old, Amethyst
and Pearl Set Brooeh, io
Mzroeco Case, £3/10/-.

DAINTY

select from.,

This illustration shows only a few of our lovely
Brooches. We haveall the latest and beat designs o
¥ou ean rely on the quallty of our Goods.
We pay postage and guarantee safe delivery, and If
you are not satisfied with your purchase on recelving
same, ws willl exchange, or refund your money In full,
Ifinconvenlent to vislt our Treasure Hounse, writa for
our illustrated Catalogue. 1t contalnna greater vanlsty
and we will send 1t frae by return.

Deal direct with us as ws hava no agents or travellars.

STEWART DAWSON & G0.,

Treasure House, Queen Street, Awckland.

BROOCHES.

H 4765. —9 et. Gold Pearl
Set Brooch, 1n Moroeeo

H 2479.—% ¢t. Gold Brooch
Amethyst Centre, 7/8.

G 5210.—9 eL Gold Pearl
Set Safety Pin,
8/6.

F 3931A.—15 et. Gold Crescent on
Bar Broach, 13 Diamonds, 17
Hubies, and Whele Pearl, in

Moroceo Case, £15/10/-.

G 2367.—9 ct. Gold, Turquoise, apd
Paarl Set Brooch, in Morocco Case, 32/6.

H 4393. —9 ct. Gold Pear] Set
HBroocly, in Moroceo Caase, 21f..

Pendant Brooch, 14/6.

Brooch in Moroceo
22/6.

H 2530 —{ireenstone and
9 et. Gold Brooch,
1¢/8.

P 593, —15 ct. Gold Pearl Set Fatf Mcan and
Spray Brooch in Morocco Case, £5/10/-.

B 145.—8 ¢et. (Gold Broach, with raised

H 4948.—8 ot. Gold Watch

H 4245.—15 ct., Gold, Opal
and Ruby Breoch, in
Morocco Case, 37/6.

H1389.—9 ct. Gold Topaz Seb
‘neey

Letters and Fern, 14/u.

H 4220.—15 ot. Gold Brooch in
Moroceo Caae, £2{2f-.

¥ 7032, 9 ct. Gold, Diamond
and Huby Set Brooch, in
Morocee Case, 21/

ﬁmﬁg,%%-

H2011.—8 ct, Gold-mounted Pearl
Set Greenstone Brooeh, 14/6.

H 1172 —1 ct. Gold Amethyst and
Pearl Set lirooeh, in Muroeco
Case, 16/6.




