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The Ficancial Debate has closed, its
final incident being, appropriately, a
vigorous defence of the geneval finznecial
policy by tke Prime Miniater, coupled
with & powerful denuneiation of the ae
tioma of thpse who persistently scek io
discredit the atanding of the Dominiom
in money matters, Sir Joseph, uafortu-
nately, was not in a position te quots
from letiers in his posscssion that would
bave disclosed the identity and tae
methods of those persons. who, for selfish
ends, sought te “bear” New Zealand
Biocks on the London market, cspecially
when fresh loans were being floated. He
was, however, able to quote from & letter
written -by Mr. John Duthie, of Wel-

lington, and published ia thé TLondon

“Finance Journal,” in which an ‘atfack
waa made on fhe finances of New Zea-
land.  Mr. Duthis is & gentleman who
is deservedly respected for his pullic
spirit, and o one doubta the genuineness
of his convictiona; but his diatribes
pgainst the Covernmeni’s finonce are
marked by a bitterness and partizanship
that must largely discount their influ-
enco. So:strong iw his partizan feeling
that he apparently does not pause to
conpider what the full effect of his eidte-
ments may be; therefore it becomes ne:
cesdnry for the  Colomial Tressurer to
reitorate, what the atock quotationa show
to be the faet, “that there dia no finer
sceurity in the world than is offered by
New Zaaland for the money she wor-
rowe,” Sir Jozeph-Ward atso showed m
the course of his Budget reply that pri-
wates money - lenders had tately mmade a
concerted atlempt to increase the rate of
interest charged by them on loans. Thins
attempt, it is hoped, will prove mnsue-
cessful. Should there be a danger of the
tactics succeeding, the Government mus-,
by apecial efort on the part of ..
‘Advances to Setilers Department,’nen-

tralise it and prevent say chock being |

given to the development and proaperit:
of the country. . . R T
* 'The resignation of the High Commis-
sioner for the Nominion in London comen
at an opportunc time, - Rnd connot be
viewed as alfegether a mattor for regret
The New Zealand office in London had
got. ot of intimate touch with thia eoun-
try, had not been kept up-to-date, and ik
waa widely reoognized that there was
meed of ita being thoroughly reorganised.
The recent reappointment of Mr. Reeves
for & further term of two years there
fors carried with it on element of disap-
pointment, inasmuch e it sesmed that
the improvement of the London office had
besn postponed for that period; but now
that Mr. Heeves ia roliuquishimg hisg
dukiss in about three monthd’ timae, hope
is ence more revived that New Zealand's
rapresentation at the centre of Empire
will be immediately placed upon a more
ratisfactory footing. Tu all £his there is
mok tha slightest reflection intended upon
the ability, fitness, and devotion to duty
of the present INgh Commissioner. Hb
has filled the position with every eredit,
and by his high literary attainmenta has
ahed lustre upon the Dominion. For the
unsuitable location of the offices, and for
the antiquated methods upon which they
ara comiucted, he ia in no way respom-
gible. Perhapa, if all were known, ha
has been the most stremuous advocate of
more progressive methods in the matter
of New Zealand's representation in Lon-
don, Mr. Reeves is {0 be warmly com-
gratulated upon the honourable and lu-
orative appointment that he has raceived
aa Director of the Behool of Feonomica
and Political Science, lo vonnection with
sbs London University. His apecial at-
tainments and bdont of mind make him
admirably fitted for the post. The fact
of & native of New Zcaland being se-
lected for such an important p:ﬁﬁon

sbould be particularly gratifyiog to all
patriolie peopls in the Dominion. Al
most quite sa pleasing is the reported
statement of the Prime Minister that he
hopes te appoint a New Zsalander as
High Commissiorer in succession to Mr,
Reeves. Rumour kas associated Bir
Joseph's own name with the office. If ha
does mot wish it, the best man upon
whom tke choice ' of the Govermment
conld fall is Mre. T. E. Donne, general
manager of the Tourist Dopartment.
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Last week we remarked thak Aurk-
landers were an emotional people, and

were not always quite ratiomal im their.

emotiaiiam. Since then, events have
pravided proof of the truth of the state-
ment. - The time-table of the express

train over the North Island Main Trunk.

railway has been announced, and tha
discovery that ‘the express will lesve
Auckland late at might bas produced a
perfect torrent of indignent protest from:
Mr Massey, from hia Auckland news-
paper organ, and from & aumber of resi-
denta in the Auckinnd rural distriets
traversed by the line. The objecticns
offered to the propored arrangement are
pilly and puerile in the extreme, - Tour~
ists will not sce the Deautiful scenery:
country people will get to their homes in
the middle of the night; women and chil:
dren will be incommoded, in erder thnt
a post-card may be carried mere rapidly
to Tnvereargill, etc., ete. All this is
most irrational, becanae bcurista  will
not uee the expreas if they want to see
the scenery, but will go by the day
train, that will run on alternnte days:
the women and chiliren and sctflers will
do likewise; business people and malls
will ba earried quickly by the oxpress,
and nobody will be Mmeammoded in the
slightest degree. The only wioy to ant-
jsfy the ohjectors is indieated 'in the
following  rhyme:— A

TRAINS THAT PASS IN THE NIGHT.

Tor many years rose Auckland's wails

And pleadings for - road of rajls;

For years did Auckland hlock the way,

Calling for routes that ne’er would pay;

Now, when tlhe hoon is well in sight,

She weops—“The traina will ran by
night!”

Qutick railway travel was the cry
Through all these weary yenrs gome by;
The Auckland-Wellington express  °

I3 timed to atop six timea or lesa,

And now the mighty cry is heard—
"Not stop at Waybackville —absurd!™
Rut. of oll blows, the saddest quite i
Is this—*The trains will pass by night!™

FHodge and his brood had hoped to view
The passenpgers who travelled through—
To mee them “rush” with thirst-parched
) tongue, ¢ -
Tha shanty-pub of Brother Bung.

At least thev hoped their eves to east:
Upon the swift troir rumbiing pnstt
Crushed are their dreams of keen delight,
The trains woa't stop; they pass by

" aightl .

Can't Auckland wake up Sommy Vails,

That great reformer of the mailt |

He conld evolve some plan, 1 guess,

By which a special fast expresa,

Ruehing along by night end day,

Calls at eech station by the way,

And everywhers lo broad daylight—

Wea won't lLave traing tlat pass by
night!

- ’

*We and our children m:.ny not Yva ta
aea it" sald the Prime Miciater tho othee
day, In prophetic mood, "“but thera will

soms day Le a fight to deecida whether
tha whita races ehall govern Amnstraliz,

New Zealand, and other !slanda in the -

Pacifle, I at that time we could have
as our slly America, with her powerful
ileot, wa should be very glad to have
them fighting shouller te sboulder with
us.” In thesa words Bir Jaseph Ward
has crystallised the hopea aud [fears
which aniwate many thinking peopls in
conacciivn with the approacliog visit of
the Americad flest to this country. Jt is
a wike saying that “one eannot have too
many frieada,”. and the “entente” which
weo hope bo establish with our Amerizan
cousins may stand us in goot atead when
the navel Armageddon of the Bouth ar-
rives, There is, therefore, svery rcason
why our welkcorre should be as warm and
enthusiastic aa we ean malke H, and why
oy visitors should receive a pletisunl and
laating impression of the friendliness of
this country and ita people. Anglo-faxon
Federation may be a dream ‘to-day, bt
dreamsa have & way of coming. true, mnd
no onc knowa how soon the greatb erisis
may arise that will find Eaglind and tha
United States in the pame camp, Gzhting
for the aupremacy of the white race and
the principles of Freedom and Justice.
When that day comes, “the erimson
thread of kinship” will bind na ali tha
more firmly if we in Lhe meantime wenve

tiey of {riendship and commwon juterest.

t

o

_In 3 recently  published novel, “The
World's Awakening,” the epech-marking
struggle for the moatery is fixed to tako
place in 1920, when Japan and Germany
in alliance will fight agninst the Hritish
Empire, the United States anl Fraasce.
The author makes the “casua bolli™ arise
in Sydney over a riot betwen Bydncyites
and Jupanese men-o’-wara-men. By that
time the Anglo-Japanese alliance is as-
sumed to have bhem terminated, Decauss
of Australia's objection to the inllux of
Japanese that has taken placo on account
of it. HMydnoy is bombarded Ly Japao-
cse cruisers; Western Australia is in-
vaded; the Filipinos, backed by Japan.
rise in revelt; and the patives of Tndia
and Egypt atten:pl to throw off British
rule. Then, -when Kngland has declared
war zguninst Japan, Germany invades
Great Bricain, The British Cline Bquad-
ron is annihilated by the Jepsaese, wio
afterwards seize and destroy the IPanama
Canal; whereupor America takes wup
arma on the side of England; and, of
course, the uliimate resuli is the triumph
of the Anglo-American forcew. The moral
of the story is that Britain should pay
timely heed to the representatinns of
Australia awnd New Zezland in the mat-
ter of Aaiatic ifmigration, and 1hus
avert a terrific, sanguinary and pro-
longed war. Tho author declares that
failure to heed such warnings led to the
war. “For many years a few faraccing
Englinh statcamen had continued to point
out the dangees avising from the develop-
ment of Japan as & world power in
trade and armaments. But only in Maorl
land and the Commonweaith had their
viewa been seriously considercd, Dritain
lay too far from the cenire of the im-
pending typhoon, and, moreover, revell-
ing in the height of her present frenzy
of magnanimity and abnegation, she was
jmaensible Lo  aymptomatic nerves”
These are tho thoughts that are passing
through men's minds to-day; and as
“coming events cast their shadows be-
foro,” it would be woll for all to guard
agwinst the impending cataclysm or be
propared to face it. :

L

The questicns of jmumigraiion and popu-
Intion received some atteation from
memberas of Parliament in the course of
debate in ths Houss on Friday last.
Tha firat mpeaker was Mr, Wilford, the
genial Wollington gentieman who thinka
that & sane and hospitable welcome to
the American fleet would be provided if

_the Prime Minister came nlong to Auck

lwnd to receive the - Admiral In com-
mand. Mr. Willord showed that his
porochial ¥leas embraced mors important
matters thxn the greoting to be accorded
the naval represeniatives of & great and

friendiy Power. ¥~ argued thai, with
tegard to Government- emnployment, pre-
ference snould be given to persona borm
in New Zcmland. 1o enalle this to Le
raore cagily done, ba keld that jmnugra-
tion shonid be rosiricted, thot no mura
artisans or domesiio servanis or farm
labourers shovld be granted nusisted pus-
mages—tiat, in ehort, only farmers with
stoall capital should receive dovornment
nid. This is' gurely ‘ha very mcme of
narrow meifiahnens. It is aiso distinculy
uncomplimentary to tha young New Zca-
landera, among whom Ay, Willerd is
proud te rank himaelf, for it carriea the
implication that these are nunalle to hold
their own in campetitien with imported
artisans and others. This shur upon the
youth of tne Doeminion and upon our ays-
tem of pepular instruction s enlirely
unwartarniedt, and in Pariementary
phrase, Mr. Wiliord “ought to be ashnued
of himselt” for casting tt. Mr, Massey
cadersed his remarks to th: extenti of
saying ibat immigration should b= con-
trollad, so as not to swell the ranks of
the unemployed in the cities, whick is
o fairly scozible view to take of the mac-
ter.
A oS . o

' Then .fr. Baume ana Dr, Chapple had
gomething to say whout tha necd for in-
erensed populatien in the Domimion. Mz
Hauwme lamented the declining birth-rate
and tha' growing scarcity of young people,
and wrgad ths advisableness of the Giov-
croment giving encourdgement to thosa
who Lring up large fawilics.. llia only
practical suggestion waa that tho Htake
should give free travel on the railways
to children, and also to young pecple
going Lo work; but it is by noe means
self-cvident that this would eanfer any
henelit upon eilher the parents or their
off-spring. Dr. Chapple, whao is a earciul
and capable student of the populntion
question, held that immigration muat bo
encouragel. He recalled tha fact that
ancient Sparta ineresscd her peputation
by enactivg lawn assisting large familis,
but he considered that process too slow
to meet tha requircmenta of New Zea-
land, Dy way nl} reply to the argumenta
againal encournging Lomigration from
Great Drilain, Mr. Tanner, one of tha
ablest Tabeur members thiat has ever sat
in our Parlinment, pointed out that three-
fourths. of the Indoigranta to the Da-
minion wume, sot from tha Od Country,
but frouy Australie “The last speaker
has put his finger on the right spot”
devlured the Ien. ITall-Jones, who wenk
oi to say that many tmmigrants of tho
lers desirabla sort came lere without
Uovernment wasistance, while othera were
seut by ebaritablo institutions.
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TLe middle line of truth and exfety inr
not difficult to discern between these pon-
flicting views. “Young New Zenland™
6l:ould he encouraged—not by preferenca
of smployment, hewever, nor by any pre-
{crential treatruent in the motter of tra-
vel. He sliould simply be encouraged to be
born; and tus way to do this is to linposa
& special tax oa bachelors and spinatera
abuve a cerlein age, and to give n bomun
to all parenls with familics exceeding
toteg in mumber, with a gradualed in-
crenae for large families. Immigration
ahould alsg be encouraged, but nasistance
aliould only ba given to those classes of
peopio of whom this conntry stannm in
veed; and there should at the aama time
bo & moro rigid Lest of fliness applicd—
moral as well Isipsayhe aucthedswkrva
moral as wrell a8 phyasical—before people
are admitted to the Dominion, This tost
ahould be suforesd in the case of peracns
coming from Australin ms well ss from
the older tands, and in every caie pra-
ference should be given to thowe of
British stock. To carry out thesa ideas
would iovolve some incresse of machin-
ery, but Lhe results would justify tha
trouble and expsass. It in to bo hoped
that a Population Hill on thess lines will
ba proparcd and presented to the House
by mome thoughtful and patrietic lagie-
Lator. .



