
Sad Dr üble Tragedy.

A terrible tragedy occurred on July
17 at Maimgatautari, about-ten miles

beyond Kihikihi, when Erank Mason,
of Mason Bros., runholders, killed his
own child and then committed suicide.

Constable Lander, who proceeded to

Mauugatautari, on entering the Masons'

house, found the dead body of a little

baby boy, aged 10 months, in the centre

of the lloor with his head shattered by

a gunshot wound, whilst the father’s

body lay behind the door, with a bullet
■wound just below the left ear.

Particulars regarding the tragedy aro

somewhat meagre. From what can be

ascertained things do not appear to have

been going well with Mason financially

lately, and losses of stock preyed so heav-

ily on him that they appear to have un-

hinged his mind. He has been decidedly
rjueer lately, and on the morning of the

tragedy his wife noticed that he was

more strange than usual.

As the day progressed Mason got
worse, and threatened to shoot himself

and the child.

His wife took a rifle out of his hand.

Shortly afterwards, a neighbour, Mrs

•Brett, eame over, and with Mrs Mason

wont into the kitehen.

While there they heard two shots, and,

rushing in, found that Mason had ob-

tained a gun, which was also in the

house, and shot the child in the side of

the faee and blown its brains out, shat-

tering the skull fearfully.
Mason had then apparently turned the

•weapon on himself." The charge entered

the left side of his faee just below the

jaw, and> the whole face was blown off,

leaving the man unrecognisable.
Deceased was a tall man, and could

easily have reached the trigger to dis-

charge the gun into his own head. He

was about 35 years of age.

Mason was some time ago farming at

Eureka, 12 miles from Hamilton, and

while there he married Miss Danka, and

went Home for a trip with his wife. On

returning to the colony they settled down

at Maungatautari. Mason was an en-

thusiast in hunting and polo, and both

he and his wife were very well known

throughout the Waikato.

Te Wlriti’s Monument.

Messitj KtiSsell and Son-, monumental

masons, of New Plymouth, are engaged
in the completion of a massive monu-

ment to be erected at Parihaka in mem-

ory of the chief Te .'Whiti. It is of pol-
ished Aberdeen granite, and stands 11

feet hi<di. The basement is four feet

square,"and on this is a solid circular

column bearing the inscription and four

small Peterhead columns. These are sur-

mounted by a handsome cap and vase,

'i he whole monument is being nicely carv-

ed, ami on each side of the four panels
of the cap is the emblem of Te Whiti,

The inscription is being carved in Maori

and English. It reads as follows: —

This Monument
is erected

to tile Memory of

Te Whiti—o Rongoma,
who died at Parihaka

mi 18th November, in the

vear of our Lord,
1907 ;

aged 90 years.

lie was o man who did great deeds in

suppressing evil so that peace may

reign as a means of salvation to all

people on earth. His emblem, the Rau-

kura, which signifies “Glory to God

on high, peace on earth and goodwill to

all mankind," he bequeathed to his people
Te Ate Awn.

The monument will be unveiled on

'August 18. Natives from all parts of the

North Island are expected to be present
at the ceremony.

Arrival of Immigrants.

The steamer Arawa, which arrived in

Wellington, on July 13th, brought out a

large contingent of third-class passengers,
who intend settling down in New Zea-

land. The total in this class was 270 per-

sons, and of these 104 have been granted
assisted passages. They come from all

parts of tiie L’nifcd Kingdom. Included

in the list are nearly 30 domestic servants

•bringing a declared capital ranging from

£2 to £lO each. Of these 23 landed

with a declared capital of £2.each. The

others were made up of “ capitalists ”

of whom there were three with £lO, and

others with £4 each.
Included in the immigrants were a baker

a silversmith, and two carpenters, all go-

ing to work already found for them; also

two joiners, a grocer and a dressmaker.

A dairy-farmer arrived with £4OO to his

credit, and there were five farmers whose
capital between them amounted to £450.

A fruit-preserver and wheelwright (com-
bined) had! £3OO in hand. There joined
the Arawa at Hobart a party of stalwart

Tasmanian bush men, who informed the

labour officer that they had come to

New Zealand for a holiday, but that if

they liked the country they would remain

in it.

Several Wellington ladies were among
the first to board the Arawa, not to wel-

come friends returning from the grand
tour, but to interview the domestic ser-

vants. Notwithstanding tempting terms,
and liberal concessions as to “ time out,”
with easy working conditions, the ladies

were wholly unsuccessful in their quest
for domestic helpers. Miss Breniner, of

the Labour Department was among the

visitors to the Arawa to give the women

immigrants all the information which

would be of assistance to them in getting
remunerative employment, but the do-

mestics were all engaged before leaving
London. Seventeen of them have en-

gagements in Hawke’s Bay.

The Religions Education Question.

The Wellington Diocesan Synod
discussed a resolution expressing appro-
val of the New South Wales educational

system, by which teachers of various
religious denominations have permission
to visit State schools within ordinary
school hours for the purpose of giving
instruction. It was suggested that a

committee be set .up to formulate a

scheme for New Zealand to be referred

to the next session of the General Synod
with a view to making representations to

Parliament for amendment of the Edu-

cation Act.

Several speakers said it was merely
beating the air to bring up such a resolu-

tion, as people would not agree to a

change.
Eventually the Synod carried a resolu-

tion to proceed -with the next business

on the order paper.
The Hawke’s Bay Education Board,

by live votes to three, carried a

motion fixing the school hours at 24 J per
week, and not exceeding five., per day.
It is generally understood that the object
of the motion is to facilitate the giv-
ing of religious instruction in schools
where the. committees are favourable.

Slump in the Timber Trade.

The result of the stoppage of timber

orders in this district is the elosing of
several mills. The Ruatapu mills closed

on Saturday, making five now closed

down in the vicinity of Hokitika. Only
those niills with white pine orders for

Australia are keeping going full time.
A large number of men are now thrown

out of work, and if the dearth of employ-
ment continues it will be a serious matter
for the district, a number being depen-
dent on the timber industry. A meeting
in favour of increasing the duty on Ore-

gon pine has been belli at Kumara, and
similar meetings will be held at Ross and

Hokitika.

Wellington Trrmways.

The annual report on the operations
of the Wellington Tramways has been

compiled. It covers the period for the

twelve months ending 31st March. The

total revenue for the year was £122,91)4,
as compared with £96,619, earned dur-

ing the previous year, an increase of

£26,375. The total pasengers carried

during the year numbered 20,105,723, an

increase over the foregoing twelve

months of 3,208,689. During the year

there were 226 collisions with vehicles,

and 315 accidents to persons, 190 of

which were causer} by passengers, mostly
ladies, stepping from moving cars. The

cost of' repairing cars damaged through

accident was £ 400.

The Trades’ Conference

The annual conference of New Zealand

Trades and (Labour Councils opened at

Wellington on July 20th.

In the annual report opinion Was ex-

pressed by the executive that every finan-

cial member of the Union should* be en-

titledto exorcise his or her vote, both for

the election of the Arbitration Court and

Conciliation Board representatives.
Practically a plebescite of members was

needed to ensure these representatives
being elected on a democratic basis.

Regarding the Industrial Conciliation

and Arbitration Act, the report stated

that the executive was convinced that the

workers of the Dominion would strictly
adhere to the provisions of the. Act, "pro-
viding that the Legislature amends it- in
the direction of making an Act to en-

courage the formation of industrial

unions, the granting of unconditional sta-

tutory preference to Unionists, removal
of vexatious delays caused by the Court

irot dealing with matters referred back

until months have elapsed, and amending
the Act so as to provide for a minimum

wage. The opinion is also expressed that

had the Legislature given conciliation

boards more power with regard to making
recommendations there would have been

no need for the suggested abolition of

these boards; also that the time has ar-

rived when the workers should Use every
endeavour to prevent lawyers trom ap-
pearing before the Court.

Mr. Thorn (Canterbury) was elected

president. j

Accidents, Suicides, etc.

Mr. Thomas Hall, a well-known settler
of Leamington, was found on the Maun-

gatautari' road, with shocking injuries,
caused by a wagon having capsized. He

died shortly after.

A young’ unmarried man named Pro-

bert was fatally injured at -the Wai-
kino battery, Waihi, on July 14th, and

died about an hour after the accident
occurred. He was caught in the eleva-

tor wheel and carried up to the top,
where he was fearfully crushed before

the machinery could be stopped. The

deceased was a son of Mr. W. Probert,
builder, of Newton-road, Auckland.

A young man named Gordon Watson,
son of Mr. ,G. W. Watson, colliery pro-
prietor, of . Pakawa.u and Dunedin, left

Pakawau in a small boat on Monday
morning, intending to go to Collingwood,
five miles distant. He lias not since been

heard of, and it is feared he has lost

his life.

Patrick Finlay, an elderly man. who

sustained injury to his spine through a

fall off’ a wool bale on the wharf on

May 18, died in the Wellington Hospital
on July 16.

THE AMERICAN FLEET

Notes on the Preparations.

The training ship Aniokura has gone o»

the slip for overhaul prior to leaving for

Auckland to take part in the fleet week
festivities.

Already some 60 passengers have

booked at Gisborne by the Wimmera, ar-

riving in Auckland on the Sunday of

the fleet’s arrival.
A rifle match is being arranged

between a team of 50 men from

the fleet, and a similar number from the

Auckland troops. This match will take

place at Penrose on the Thursday.
The Melbourne arrangements for fleet

week are completed. The route of the
procession will be the same as that adop-
ted at the recepeion of the Duke of York."

Money is not coming in freely towards

the Sydney citizen;’ fund for the enter-
tainment of the American Fleet, and

there is likely to be a poor show as far

as decorations are conserned.
There is reason' to believe that a move-

ment is afoot among domestic servants

in Melbourne to quit service during the

week the American Fleet is there and

take up work again when the festivities
are over.

The Cambridge Borough Council has

appointed a committee to arrange for
the entertainment of a party of 12 medi-

cal officers, who will be invited to visit

the Te Waikato Sanatorium. If the offi-
cers accept, they will stay at Cambridge

overnight, and join the Rotorua party
at Hamilton the next day. Dr. Purdy,
District Health Officer, has expressed his

intention of trying to arrange the trip.
A number of American ladies at pre-

sent residing in Auckland have clubbed

together to present to the Admiral, offi-

cers, and men of the fleet a large floral
device in the form of Hie Union Jack and

Stars and Stripes in red, white, and blue

flowers, crossed on a flagstaff, which,
with poles and pedestal, will be picked
out in green. From the top will be
flown streamers of ribbon. This presen-

tation will be made to Admiral Sperry
when the fleet anchors.

Arrangements have now been complet-
ed for the tea to .be provided at Hamil-

ton, en route to Rotorua, on the Wed-

nesday evening, and the lunucheon on

the return trip on Friday. The Hamil-

ton Borough Council Having placed at

the disposal of the Government Commia-

sioners (Messrs.. Donne and Hamer) th«

use ofthelarge hall opposite the Rail-

the decorations at present
in use for the Winter Show are to lie

left until after tile fleet’s visit. The

catering will be in tlie hands of the

local trade. The hall is 360ft. long by
60ft. wide, so that, it will aceofiunodate
several thousands of guests if necessary.

The War Canoe.

As the result of correspondence be-

tween the Hon. Mr. Mahuta, M.L.C.-, and

the Mayor of Auckland (says our Hunt-
ly correspondent), a large muster of
(natives, estimated at from 200 to 300,
will accompany the crew chosen to man

the' war canoe on their visit to Auckland,,
and take part in the welcome to the
American fleet. " The natives appear to

take a lively interest in the matter, and

listen to and read the various accounts

with considerable eagerness.

The Volunteer Review.

The grand review of volunteers and

cadets during the visit of the American
fleet promises tobe a conspicuous feature

of the celebrations. It has now been de-

finitely decided to hold the review in the

Domain on August 10 at 3 p.m. It is con-

sidered that there will be a muster of
over 3000, including the public school

cadets. Of this number, the Mounted

Rifles will form a section over 800

strong. It has been decided to bring in

all the troops of the district, together
with their horses, field guns, etc.

Rifle Practice.

The American Consul-General (Mr. W.

A. Prickett) has received the following
letter from Commander A. W. Grant,
Chief of Staff of the Commander-in-Chief

of U.S. Navy, from San Francisco:—

“In view of the challenge recently
received from the Melbourne Rifle Club

to hold a rifle match with this fleet dur-

ing our stay-in that port, the Comman-'

der-in-Chief U.S. Atlantic Fleet would
thank you. ,f you could obtain permis-
sion for our rifle team to hold practice
at such times as would not inconvenience
the local teams, on some range in the

vicinity of Auckland during our stay in

that port. The distances especially de-

sired are 200; 500, and 600 yards.”

H.M.S. Powerful.

H.M.S. Powerful, tne flagship of the

Australian Squadron, left Sydney on the
11th inst, bound for the islands. After a

ca’l at Norfolk Island the Powerful pro-
ceeds to Suva, where she will remain for
several days. At the Fijian port the

Admiral will be the guest of Sir Everard
im Thurn, High Commissioner for the

Western Pacific. From Suva the warship
goes to Auckland, being due there a

couple of days in advance of the Ameri-

can Squadron. She will rendezvous at

the New Zealand port with the other

warships to take part in the welcome
to the visitors. The Powerful leaves for

Sydney on August 13, two days ahead
of Admiral Sperry’s fleet, and will arrive
back in time to join in the festivities at
that port.

The Admiral’s Arrangements.

In reply to his application for de-

tailed information as to the Auckland
arrangements, the American Consul-

General (Mr. W. A. Prickett) received
the following cable from Admiral Sperry
on July 17th: —

“There will be two hundred officers

available to participate in the principal
functions: Landing and official recep-
tion, review of volunteer troops of Auck-
land district, official banquet Monday
evening, horse races at Ellerslie and ex-,

cursion to Rotorua.
"There arc three Press correspondents

with the fleet and one artist.

“3,500 men will be given -liberty at
10 a.m. daily.

“The men will be paid in English
money.

“The-harbourmasters should board the

Connecticut and Louisiana about at the

North Head.

“No pilots are required.
“Plan of general- anchorage forwarded

is satisfactory.
“Supply ship Culgqa arrives August 8,

and will give details.”

These arrangements will coincide ad-

mirably with the Executive Committee’s

preparations. Many of the entertain-

ments had been arranged for about 200
officers—the number stated by the Ad-

miral. The Executive had also planned
for the entertainment of 4,500 men per
day, and the lesser number will, of

course, be thus thoroughly provided for.
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