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The News of the Week

m THE: -DOMINIOI.

Wangnnm is to hvc 4 co-operativa
“bakery.

Phers are now - 22124000 shoq: im

New. Zoainnd, an . iscrease for one year
cof 1,140,000, ]
-Punedin  City Counoil ham & debi of
R 063,426; new loan .proposais - mc.raau
thin to £1,241,000.
" The Oity of Wellington is inviting ten-

“ders in London for & hundred thousand 4

Pper vent debenturea at par,

~An old .age pensioner st Russell is
supposed to be of the age of 104, and an-
other at Otaki is believed to be 107.

The Iatest newspaper, “The Bluff
Press - and Stewart Tsland Gazette,”
elaims te be-the most aoutherly Journal
in the world.

“Westport Harbour ‘Board ‘has werka ’

in" hand to cost over £300,000, and has
just received authority to execute ¥ur-
ther harbour unprovementa conting
LE£200,000. -

The Hawke's Bay Edmtmn Board has
-adopted & scheme for a winter school
for teachers at Gisborne, and decided to
hold ike session during the ¢hird and
fourth weeks in August.

There are between 30 and 40 pntlenta
° at Paketoa Inebristes’ Home, end tha
Salvation Army is new arrnnging to
aequire Ruthe's Island, for the purpose

" vof - additienal accommeodation.

Figures prepared by the Tramway De-
partment show that the -average fare
eharged to passengets iz 1.33d4 per mile
i - Wellington, tha same in Dunedin.
£.12d in Qhrlstchurch und 1.47d in Auck-
dand,

"Heavy Tlosses ‘have been suffered by
Wr. Elliott, a Kawhia settler, who has
“just eompleted tho muster -of his sheep.
iWhen the laxte bush fires staried he had
2368 sheep on hia aectlon, and ROW eam

" pnly muster 1460,

The hamber of carcases of mutton K-

ported from the Dominion last year was

1;821,426; a5 against 192k463 in 1907, -

- gnd 1,500,773 in 1908, The lamb car-
. meases  exported last year numbered
2,826,437, as compared with
An 1907, and 2,184,563 in 1306.
. Fhere are.now in New Zealand 121 in-
Austrial unions of empleyers, " with . a
$otal membership 0of 3.630. There are
8§10 ‘workers’ unions. with a membership
‘of 45,614, Eight employers’ unions and
nime workera® unions failed to send in
~gyetarns, and their Tegistration will ac-

«cardingly be cancelled.

" The Wanganai Chamber ‘of Commerce
pasged a Tedolution urging the Govern-
‘ment to appoint a Royal ommiasion to

report, on .the ilimber industry of the’
Domirnion, particulariy with regard to

- the effect of the fmportation of Uregon
* pine upon the New Zealand timber in-
dustry, -

A meeting of the .I’nmt!!rq and Deco-

- -yators’ Union at Napier carried the fol-
Jlowing reaclution as the outcome of an
~appeal for aid:—“That the . union abso-
lutely rvefuses .to grant any financial
-mesistance to the Waellington Bakery'

. Union, and disapproves of their action
in ayriking.”

“Napier Bumugh Guunml has decided to
‘approack the Municipal Conferemoe with
% proposal t¢ secure amending legislation
to - conserve the .rights - of cities and
boroughs in the maiter of wlectric light-
ing. The Council is legally mdvised that
-the pressmi Act does not preveni private
pupplies within certain limitations.

The immigration and emigration re-
turns for June, 1908, disclose an excess
of departurea over arrivala, to the num-
ber m oz This is an improvement om
dast year’s flgures for the same pericd,
‘when the excess amounted to 323, The
firures are &s follow:—1908, arrivals
2706, departures E758; © 1807, arrivals
4878, departures 2201. .

The recent floods in the Taieri County
‘harve damnged roads aad bridpes to the
extent of about £ 5000, and Goverhment
‘pasistance wiil be asked to that extent.

A net prolt of £5348°18/0 was made
‘by the Wellington Investment, Trustea
wnd Agency Compnny during the year
ended June 30th Jast, "The dividend for
Lthe year is 6 per cent.

Work on the. Canterbury end of the
ﬂ.nhura Pasg .tuusel eu the Midland

2,510,417 -

Radway will be commenved shortly. Mr
Leslie Reynolda, the engineer in charge
of tha warka, who has been in the
North Island for tha past five or six
woeks investigating harbour achemes ab
‘Wairoa, Gishorne and Tokeomaruy Bay,
‘#tates that it is possible that the work
wmay be put in bhand in about a wonth,
snd at the latest in three months.
- .dn Auckland shops there wre no less
than 2918 amistants employed, 2208 in
Wellington city, €33% in Christchurch,
and 2197 in Dunedin. The wages paid
in Chrisichurch last year amounted ta
£228,713, Auckland came next with
£221007, Wellington  third  with
£212,007, and Dunedin’a total reached
£ 189,215, Working out the averages,
‘however, the order is reversed as jol-
lows: —Wellington, £96; Christchurch,
£80 11/7; Dunedin, £86 1/-; Auckland,
£75 15/8.

Bevere Wintry Weather.

The weather during the past week has
hepn unusually cold, and heavy falls of
snow are reported from & number -of
Southern districts. In the MacKenzic
Country, ih South Canterbury, the sheep-
farmers anticipate heavy losses, It is
stated that where hundreds were lost
after the [sst great snowstorm, some
few years back, the loss thls time will
run into thousands.

In Uentral Otago the rmlway traffic
has been impeded by the deep snow,

. which is in some places as high as the

funnels of the locomotives. - Even ou
the Main Trunk Line, in the North Is-
land, the dnowfall has been so heavy as
to interfere with the runming of trains,
and tho work of railway econstrnction

. waa temporarily brought to a mtandustill,

At Gishorne the hills were on Saturlsy
“1ast. &1l covered with snow, and oun one
of the iniand reads the coach -had to go
‘through enow up to tie horses’ knees,
Tha Port Hills &t Christchurch had also
& mantle of white.

Maori Congress.

‘The Maori Congress opaned. in tha *

Wellingten Town . Hall ‘on July 14th,
when addresses of - welecome | were
given by the  Hon. Jas. -Car-
roll and Hon. Geo, Fowlds, The Intter
impresged on the natives the importance
of -giving attention to health matters,
and expressed a hope that the congress’
would resuli in improvement of ques-
tiong sifecting the native race.

The official opening ceremony took
place in the afternoom, when sddresses
were delivered by the (iovernor and
Hir Rohert Stout. -

Discassion on Maori councils and aani-
- tazy inspectors touk place -on July 1G.

The Hon. J. Carroll, in an address, said
he was pleased to find ibe Maoris were
now ready to regard the Maori councils
seriously, and not leok upon them as
playthings, as once there was some dis-
position to do. It had been #aid that the

. futprs New Zealander would boast with .

'

The Auckland wea-
" 4her has heen cold, but bright. .

_of 17416.

Act under which the eouncils got their =

power did not give enough. Ii that was
#0, let the Maoris niove to have the Act
amended. Mr. Carroll spoke of the old
system of sanitation, stating that after

. the advent of the white man there werd
- disagreements. and ranoes -begin to drift,

‘but the time had come to make a sirong
effort to get back to bhetter health con-
ditions. Let the Mao.is get the drift-

*ing eaoe, torn it round, face it to gtem

1he torrent, and, by proper attention to
sunitation, improve their dwellings so
that their people would become as physi-
cally fit as their ancestora, The weak-
ness Of Maeori Ceuncils to effect thig
improvement so far might be partly due
to insuficient power and funds, but it
had to be furlher said that jealousy om
t..r -part of those who were not muembers
had made the work mare diffcult,

On Friday, July 17, Messis., A. T.. D.
Frager and Merries, M.P.s, delivered
addresses on the question. “Has the time
arrived for removing legislutive distine-
tions between pakela and Maorif” = Mr,
Fraser urged - that the Maori should
be placed on the same viecloral roll as the
pakoha, and allowed to vote for the ean-
didate he thought best., Mr. Herrics
agread with him in the main, bul he
denied that bkere was any colour liue,
and said he thought they would mifgk
with the pakeha as one people. ‘The
Lnglishmau was & mixture of. Colt,
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~pakeha mnd Muaori in New Zaaland,

Baxon, Normaw, and Dwene, and they
produced a distinct mation. He hoped
there would be this coming link of
Hea
isoked forward te the day when the

the Anglosaxon ef hvmg lh.on Hood
in -his veims.

On July 20th the Longmu dusctusaed
& letter from Lady Stout urging that
a1l Maori girls who were not fitted
Jor the professions of wmissionaries,
teachers, doctors, or nuraes shounld be
taken as dowestic hewps. After discus-
aion it wam decided that the Congresa
waa fully sympathetic with the object
that Lady Btout hsd in vnew. sud is
of jion that the d tic training of
Maori girls s to be eacouraged as part
of a general schemo for uplifting the
Maori race, but that the employment of
Mauaori girls as domestic servants amongst
Europeans is not desirable ag @ gene-
ral practice.”

The Rallways R‘epnrt.

The annual report of the Railways
Nepartnent for the year ended March
Alat, 1908, presented to Parlinment on
July 14, ja of a }nghly satisfactory
character.

Beventeen miles 29 chuma of exten-
siona were opensd during the vear.
The net revenue, £812,179, the Minister
states, is equal fo a return of 3.33 per
ecent. on the capital invested in the open
Tines, and 1.04 per cent. on the totnl
capital, £26735140, invested in opened
and unapened lines, The cost of work-
ing the Kawakawa pections cxceeded ihe
earpinga by £82. The Kaihu section
has also been worked at 3 loss of £463.
The nnumber of train miles run during
the year waa 7.051,274, being an increase
of 295,820,

The total number of ordinary passen-
pgors carvied was 9,756,716, an Increasc
:of 155,930 over the previous year. This
is very gratifying, as the returns for the
previoua year showed the phenomenal
increase of 774,404 passengers over 190G,
consisting largety of traffic of 'a non-re-
curring churacter, which Was induced hy
the New Zealand International Exhibi-
tion season. Tickets issued nmmbered
185,174, an increase of 10,760, The num-
ber of workers' 12-irip tickets was 43061,
and of workers’ weeklyv tickets avaitahle
on suburban lines 181,180, -
kets continue to maintain their popu-
larity. Holiday excmrzion tickets nnm-

bered 732,135, being a decrease of 124277

when. compared with the previous year.

This, however, is accounted for by the .

fact that this class of ticket was issued

to Christchurch during the whole enr- |

reney of the Exhibition. School, fac-
tory, and friendly societies’ excursion
-tickets numbered 113,080, an incrense

The pumber of school, fac-
tory, and frienldly society exenrsinna
run during the year in the principal dis-
Lricts was:—Anckland, 27; Wanganui,
60; Weliington-Napier, 42; Christchurch,
141; Dunedin, 95; Invercargill, 30

Tie conching and goods, traffic showed
large increases, with the excepiion of
sheep, wool, and grain.  Tn coaching
tha increases have heen as follows:—
Parcels, 7636 ; horses, 653; carriages, 380;
dogs, bHGS5, In live stock and gooda
traflic the inereases were:—Cattle, 17,720
head; pigs, 10,765 head; chaff, lime, ete.,
1451 tona; firewond, 918 tons; timber,
40067 tons; merchandise, 45,248 tons;
minerals, 184,407 tons. The decrensé
in the wool traffic was 75088 tons; grain,
31,138 tons; and shesp, 67,001 head. The
et increase in the gross tomnage was
24G,000 tons. The deecrease in sheep
traffic is due entirely to the heavy move-
ment of sheep that took place during
the previous year, owing to the dronght.
Althongh, therefore, tlie sheep traflie for
the vear under teview compared unfav-
_ouraldy with that for 1507, it wna, never-
theleas, greater by some T00,000 head
than the traffic of any other vear when
normal conditions have prevailed.

The average nimber of meti smployed
Aduring - the year waa 12338, against
10,8538 the previsus year, on inevense of
1480. The amounts charged Lo dupli-
cation of lines during the vear were:—
Wallington - Hutt duplication woerks,
£38.830; new Hutt voad and purchase
of land for smme, £73%1; Auckinnd-Prn-
roae duplication workn, £54.302; Adding:

ton - Lolleston duplication werks,

‘#£11,031;  Dunedin-Mosgiel  duplication
-and deviation of line, £74,720.

Totel earnlogs, J‘H\R e E2781.0709

..... 2124, 601

Toilal expuudllure, IMS. 1,040,759

1007, .. - 1. 81L48%

Net profit ou working, MR, RIZ,17(}

" Y " 1PGT . Bidil8

In comcluding the report oxplaius ihat
the imcreased coal of maintenance was

1908 )

- pieture,

Thesze tic-.

veory largely dus to tha policy of better-
ment that had been followed during the
past fow yearn. In view of the large
cconemiss that eun be effectad in the
mt ol operatiag the railwuys .of the

ton if Lthe gradients were Anttenad
nnd sligument impraved, thus enabling

dncremsed losds o be hauled, .arrange-

menta are to0 be made to obum the
data y to fortulaie a

for dealing with the matter ic a prac-
tical and coeaprehensive manmer, Tt is
proposed to extend the issue of 50-
family and B0-trip angle commutation
tiekets to distences up to 23 milex, Lo
issue workers” weekly ticketa under the
usual conditions to stationa  between
Lower Hutt and Upper Hutt, and to
extend the Wellington suburban aren-to
Upper Hutt. It is also purposcd dur-
ing the next summer seesen (o mnke an
oxperimental “isrne of weck-emi tickets
to and from the varicus weerk-end re-
sorts werved by the railways, and, in
the evenl of the result being sntisiac-
tory. to further extend the iskne as cir-
cumstances warrant.  Mr Hall-Jonca ea-
timates the revenue for the vear eading
March 3%, 10090, ai L283000, anml the
expenditure at £2,020,000,

Ransom for a Stoelea Picture.

Three months ago there mysteriously
disappeared from the Acudemy of Fina
Arts in Wellington a picture enlitled
“Surrey Hills.” by W. B. Leader. The
which is wvalued al about £8600,
3 the property of the eity, and the Mayor
waa appronched by vorrespondence, in
disguised handwriting, to pay ransom for
the restoration of the picture. The let-
ters were signed “A. G. Ransom,” and
at first £150 wrs demanded. 'The
Sailors’ Rest wae indicated as the place
where replies might bLe sent, and sulise-
quently a certain column in the “New
Zealand Times” was seuggested as a
medium for negotintions. As the money
was noi forthcoming the thief then wrote
threatening to cut the picture into pieces
the size of postage stamps and return it
in that form, Anocther expedient adopt-
ed by the holder of the picture was lo
threaten the Mayor with personal vio-
Yence unlesa the £150 demanded was paid.
Eventurlly the demand was reduced to
£60,-and this sum the Mayor paid out
of his own pocket, with the recnlt that
the pictore was reatored on July 17 a5 al-
lentiy and mystnrmusly as it was taken

-Rway,

“‘Poultry Champioushipa,

The Hastings Poultry and Pigeon
Bhow opened on July 17. The entriea in

all classes constitute a record.  Thae
Golden Wyandotte championship was
awarded to Hickling (Palialna), R. 8.

Young (Palmerston) goined the cham-
pion  in the White Orpinglon class,
Boyes (Wellington} won the North la-
tand Wyandutte Ctul’s ghield for the best
Wyandotte, and Bateman (Dannevirke)
ihe shield for musi poinis in any one
variety of Wyandottes, W. A, Yanson
{Auckland), for Silver Wyandeties,
was awarded first for hen wml firsi and
spercinl for pullet,

At the North lsland of New Zealand
Wyvandotte Club's annual meeting, Capt.
Hood (president) cengratulated the club
on ity memberalip, which is over vighty.
It was stated that the new clampion
shicld had been subscribed for the best
hirds in tie club’s show. The fullowing
officers were elected:—Presidenl. Mr.
John Jurvis; vice-presidents, Moessrs, VY,
A. Boyes, E. T. Batemnu, i'. Dacre, l.
Luxford, Capt. Hood, J. Currie; cominit-
iee, Messra. 1. Jamicsen, 1. R. Boyes,
F. Bradley, 1. J. Leighton; sceretary,
Mr, T. R. Boyes; treusurer, Mr. Guthric,
It was recommended that next year tho
Wynndotte 8how be held in Aucklaad.

Tenachars! Superannuation.

At a meeting of .the Otago Educa-
tioual Inslitute on July 17, the guoslion
of the nupernnnualion fund was discussed.
The apinion was expressed that {enchers
should keep to tlheir own bill, with an-
nuitiss based on average salnriea over
the whole period of serviee, with £200 an
a minimum, otherwise the fond would e
depleted by highey mataried ollicers ve-
tiriug in the next fow yeard on ullow-
ances pot justifiecd by their small con-
tributions.

A motion, “That t1is Inslituie desire
Ale Minister of Kducation 1o classiiy
teachers and positions and conlrol all
eppointments,” was discussed, and it was
dovided to remit iL to the Council of
the New Zoatand KEducrtional Institute
for its considerntion.



