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" What = aplendid lul of ittle Cousing
we have. 1 wonder whether any of Lliem
have ween s Peter I'an picture Look?
1f not, they will soon heve the oppor-
tunity ol secing the play und making
the acquuintunee of Peter, Wendy, Tinker,
TBell, Caplain lHool,:the Pirates, Mer-
wridy, wimd the Hedskine of the play,
which, T am tald, ja quaintly fuscinating,
and full of whimsical hwoeur. I think
my n-i-p!]n-(-lionsl of Ceylon eame fo a
rudden stop At the foot of the lighthousa
of Colamba,  After discovering that 1 was
stilt whoele, T re-eutered my riukshnw,' amt
wa resumed our journey to the Calle
Fare, Along  the (alle-road, of the
beauty of which I £01] you in a previons
letter, we mnet quite & number of very
BINart equipagens, na smartly turned cut
g any 1 have ever reen in London, and
at which we were greatly surprised, until
we were tald that the white pepnlation
of Ceylon waes composed almost cntirely
of men brlonging either to the Civil or
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military service, and rich planters, and
wholesnle merchunts. T'he retail business
is nearly a)l in the hands of Indian or
Parsee traders, who, as far as I can re-
nember, moatly hold their bogaare in the
Lusements of the Lotels. The Galle Face
Iutel is na fmposing-looking building,
and is reaclied from the Galleroad by a
broud cartiage drive. At the entrance to
thiy drive are to be seen the tall cocoa-
nut palma that are to be aeen every-
where in Ceylon. The coast line on the
Galle gide of ihe island i8 sp densely
fringed with themn as to produce an al-
mosi imlescribably beautiful eflect, of
which 1 do not think it would be possible
to tire. During afterncon tea, at which
we drank teaw mad: of the leaf grown on
ihe Lipton plantation, and which as-
auredly was the best ten I have ever
tasted auywhore, we were pestered by
the Purdee traders wlo, in turn; exposed
for sale Leauliful sillks, laces, Benares-
ware, articles of ropousse silver, moon-
stones, ivory and ebony elephants, some
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small enough {o hang tpen & bangle,
and costing sixpence, and ctherg so large
that it would cost ten pounds to buy
them. . Beautifyl fans, toe, from  the
costly ones with carved ivory sticks, fit
for un Empreass, to the modest palm fan,
at three for n penny. Kits, too, and
baskets, made of pisited wnd stained
straw, puzzle rings, #nd puzzle bangles,
the seeret of which, though I was pre-
sented with several, have ever rcmained
a clese geerot to me, and, ss I waa ever
averse to the keeping of & pecret, I gave
them away on reaching England. Jewel-
lery which, on ¢losy inspection, proved to
be Drummengem, was contemptuously
waved aside. *I sold ring like this ta
Sir Johnsen, Lendon,” said &
irader to me. “Yoi know Johnson, Lon-
don? le further interropated. .“You
knew Joe Chamberlain, of Birmingham t*
was our friend’s reply. And the Parsee,
dimly comprchending, beat a precipitate
retreat, to our great eatisfaction, for the
seller of sham atones is, of all the nui-
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sances fn Ceylon, the greatest. Tea over,
we sgain took rickmhaw and set out te
witneas B cricket  match between the
poldiers of the Weant ({loucester Regiment,
(1. think .the regiment that waa the
first to be taken captive in the Boer
Wear) and the Civiliana of Colombo. Now,
can you cenceive any man but an Eng-
lishman playing anything, indeed, doing
apything except taking a wiesta, which
can hardly be described aa doing any-
thing, with a tropical sun st jts hottest.
But I' do assure’ you that nearly all
Colomhe turned out, ard the bharracking
was ag keen ag it wis &t the only football
match I have ever witnessed in Auckland,
and in which there were 50 many casuali-
tien that [ am firmly resolved that it
‘shall remain the only one. RBut the clock
tella me it is nearly midoight, and eo I
must close unti] aext fortnight. With,
love to youreelf and all the Cousins, L
remain,. your loving Cousin, L

HILDA, Ponionby.
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