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China, 888 miles nway, The psecond
aquadron will spend six days at that
port, leaving on November 4, wnd arriv-
iog agzin &t Manila on November 7.

BSydney's Entertalnmeat Fund.

At a meeting ot the Citizens' Reception
Commitice, the Lord Mayor warmly con-
demned the parsinonmy of eitizens i sub-

soribing to the entertainment for the
American Fleert, . :
. COMMONWEALTH.

The sugar yicld of Queensland last year
was IB3,3U7. tons, wlhich establishes a
record. T

The Federal Parlinmeni mext session
deals with the guestion of reciprocity
with Canada. v

The export of Vietorian rabbits for the
last Bix months decreased by two mil-
Jion, and the yalue by £30,000. . -

The Marine Court has suspended the
certificate of Captain Dunsford, of the
stedmer Weatralia, for 12 montha.

 The Full Court has confirmed the
amalgamation of the Mutual Life and
Citizens’ Life Aseurance (lon:panies.

Ex-employers of the Lithgow ironworks
claim that they have been locked out,
and have applied.for. the gppointment of
8 Wages Board., - .

Aesars, Burns, Philp and Co.'s tenders
for Pacific Isiand muil servicees, ranging
from ‘three to~seven years, have been ac-
cepted.

The Scuth Australinn Government aup-
E(_)rtg the ‘Vietorinn Governmenl in pro-
ibiting the import’ of Soith Africaa
fodder. - . - .

The steamer Fornaby Grange, which
went zshore on Monday last while on &
voyage to Vindivostoek, has been floated
off undamaged. . :

Sydney Urderwyriters have received a
cable stuling that £68,000 worth of sound
cargo hag becsi dalved from the wreek of
the Star of Japan. - -

Owing to a'falling off in the Fastern
trede the Chiny Navigation Company is
withdrawing -two ovut of four steamers
trading to Australiz, | . S

The Farl of Dudley will be swory im
as - Governor-General of the Common-
wealth at Sydoey on September 8, and
will afterwards proceed te Melbourne. -

The Minister for, Agriculture Las
agreed that South. Afrigan fodder may

* Tndia . cn English

be chaffed and re-exported to India and -

eisewherp withawt being removed from
Eond. . ) -

Condon, 4 wall knawn-foothaller, walked
into 4 hoirdresser’s:shop at. Darlington
on July G, picked up 8 razor, waiked into
the strect, and-cut bhis throat, dying
shortly afterwards. -

Mcllonald, n station-owner at Turkey
Creek, was shot dead by a native named
Major, who, well nrmed and accom-
panied_ by threc companions, threatens
wengeance upon other natives.

The Federal Government is considering
a scheme propounded by am American
visitor for the estublishment of a Preas
News Ansocation: to sprend Awustralian
news throughount the world and publish
a weekly journal, :

Sinca the Industrial - Dispufes
came -into ferce enly five labour wnions
_in New South Wauley -uniony
gistered. - This- peor respomse -is atiribu-
ted to the Tabour Council advising. the
unioaists 1o ignore the Act. R -

The Premier of NS.W. has . arranged
Assisted possages for the firat buteh of

Beota«fishermen, who are ‘coming-oat to

work the fishertes off the coast. Further
massistance will lre given on their arrival
to afart the fishing indusiry. : .

The - Lithpow ironworks were clased
down on' July 3rd, throwing ‘some 50O
men out of employment. The = closing
ig the oulcome of the ballol of cmployees
by & large majority deciding against the
Proposed reductions in wages.

The " Antl-Bweating Lengue in Mel-
bourne claims that since 1890 the in-
erease of wagea under the Wages Boards
has boen a million and a half, and that
sweating hua practicully been abolished
in {rades over ‘which the Boards are
Operag.ive. . R -

The. Minigter for Agriculture, Hon. (.
Sw}nbump. y
ing off in the export of, agriculfural pro-
ductp, sai] na doubt the time was. rapidly
arriving wlhen p policy which would break
up.big estates for agricultura] putpoasd
muey ke adopted. . 0 .

Mr: l:)enk.in. in reply to the Labour
Berty's inquiry, mid the Goveroment was

.

Act -
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referring to the heavy, fall-.

.
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still pledged to give effect fo the aew

robection. Amongst the means it was
ﬁkely to adopt was & referendum with a
view to giving the Federation wider
powers 1 an nausirif] c4aTacter.

At the annual meeting of the Paa-
toralists’ Union, Mr. Wm. Edward Abbot,
ex-M L.A., in hia presidential address,
atated that more than two million ster-
ling worth of stock wns lost im the
Riverina and Victoria during the lust
three months owing to the drought. -

The scow Maroro, 28 days out from
Raglan to Sydney, arrived off Port Fte-
phens on Saturday morning short ef pro-
visions. Slie secured supplies from light-
boune, and wxeported that she had sig-
nalled scveral vessels that she was short
of supplies, but in each case the signals
were either not noticed or were disre-
ganded. ~- : R

The Covernment of New South
Wales hag appointed s dozn noew
members of  the | Legislative Council,
including Colonel  Burns  (of Burns,
Philp, Limited), Mr. Henry Gullett. (ex-
editor of the “Sydney Daily Telegraph™),
Aldvrman Thomas Hughes (Lomd Ma-
yor of Bydney}, and Mr. B. B. O'Conor
{ex-Minister for Public Instruction).

A mecting of leading theatrical mana-
pers, ineluding representatives of Messrs.
Williamson, Flemming, Geach, Meynell
and Gunn, Willoughby and Ward, and
West's Pictures, war beld in Sydney to
protest apainst the Christchureh Coun-
cil's receat by-law on the mansgement of
ibeatres. A résolution was carried that
the action was arbitrary in the extreme.

'Mrs, Besant on India.

Mra. Arnnic  Besant, the " well-known

Thewsophist. leader, lecturing in ~ SByd-
ney, last week, on lhdia, eaid th}:lt
if * England ‘wished o - keep India

under o despotism she was mad to train
epnatitutional lines.
Terrible-unreat was the outgrowth of this
policy. The heir to the throne should
rule India. If England met the present
difficulty with sympathy Indians would
accept overtures joyfully. .-

- Werdic. of Manslaughter,

The jury in the- Braybrook disaster
declared that the ecollision was eaused
ty the culpable negligence of Milburn
and Dolinan,  the drivers of the $awo
Berdigo engines, and Stationmaster Ken-
dal, and found them guilty of man--
slaughter. g

The three were committed tn stand
their trinl on this charge. il was
allowed in £50 each, and one surety of
£50. .

Labonx Conference, .
The Commonwealth Labour Conference,
after discusing the rejection of a number -
of proposuls tending to bring the policy
more into line with Continental Soeialism, ©
re-affirmed its objective, which provides
for the ecultivation of an Ausiralian sen-’
timent based upon ‘the maintenance of
national purity and the development in
Australia of an enlightened self-reliant
community, the securing of the full re-
sults of their industty top the producers
by collective awnership  of monopalics,
and the extension of the cconomie fune-
tiona of the Stute and municipalities.

Speaking at a subsequent banquet, Mr.
Fisher, Leader of the Labour parly ir
the Federal House of Kepresentatives,said
it hed beeu said that some Labour adve-
cales were tikely, by going too far, to en-
dunger the movement, but they had to re-
member that 8 few years ago the policy of
the Labour party, sow aceepted by Con-
servativea, wis regarded-as too advanced.
He believed that in the fulure every party
would cluim the policy which the Labour
party was now puiting forward,

Mr. J. (. Watson, ex-Federal Pre
mier and furmer Leader of. the
Labour parly, said the. object of the

party should not be to pain Immediate
results, but rather to Lold ocut tg the
community of the depressed some beacon
for the future regarding the possibility
of improving theiv ewn condition and the
condition of theic children: They could
not at present fasten the whole of their
attention upon the millenninm.

Ile intimated that though sévering his
carnection with politics, for the present
at apy rate, his connection with the La-
bour party would continuc as long ns ha
was of any use to it

Mr. Fialier, Leader of the Lahour party,
presided sl “the Qommonwenlty Labour
Conferenes on -July 7.0 Tt was de-
cided, after o long dcbate, that a gradu- -
ated land tax on unimproved wnlue be
impusgd. on gatates pyer £5000 in value,
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After a vigorous discussion on the
eighth plank of the existing platforin
dealing with military protection it is
understond that the delegates agreed ta
the eslablishment of & wsystem of com-
pulsory mititary training for ell moalea
beiween eertain ages, and alse favenred
the eatublishmemt of a purely Australun
navy for copstal defence, the money fur
the purpase to be rnised by dircet taxa-
tiom.

The establishment of g Commonwealth
Pank was made a plank of the fighling
platiorn:, and the initintion of o Com-
monwealth general im-uruie was made
© plank of ike gvnerul platfurm. =

Fall in Price of Flonr.

The Millers® Association has poduced
the price of lloue ta £9 5/, .

Leading commercial men, in giving ovi-
dence befure the Wheat  Conumissiyn,
denied the existrnee of a whrat ring in
New Soutyh Wales.

Decreass of Crime,

The report of the Comptroller of Pri-
solts shows that the number of prisenera
dealt with Iust year in  New South
Wales was 308 lesw thun the previcns
year. , .

The average prison population of Vie-
Loria last year wae 914, against 1007 dur-
ing the previous year. In 16 vears the
proportion of prisuners to the generul
pepulation has fallen from one in 613 tg
one ip 1374,

“No Rent ” in Norfolk Island.

The Governor of New South Wales, in
reply to Mr. Quintal, representotive of the
Norfolk Islanders, who came to urpge the
claims of the evicted islunders, produced
2n Order in Counci] dated 1858, shiowing
that when the islanders were first shipped
from Piteairn 1o Norfolk Island they were
allotted land and houstw by Licutenant
Gregorie.  Ag soon as the news reached
England an Oider-in-Council was issued
disowning Licutenant Cregoric’s action,
and making the islanders tepunis of the
Crown. .

Sir Hurry Rawson assurcd Mr. Q\'zin-'
1al that he was doing his very biest fur the,
islanders. The Govermmnent iaintained
its right to the Iands, but the. house-
holders would only have o éign a license
form, and they avere assueed of - their
houses free of Tent till the third genrra-
tion. After that they might have to.pay
A nominel rent. C '

FPenny Cables Imyra‘a.ntleab'lc-m . .

The chiel” Commonwenlilk™  Klectricnl
Engincer considers that it would vequire,
an cnormous  accelerution .of speed to.
bring the cable rate within the possibili-
ties of the penny o word suggested by
Mr. Henniker Meaton.” In the preseut
slafe of our knowiedge higher speed on
long distance eables than at present oh-
lnins does mot appear possibile. 1t must
Le considered, however, that teleprams
withigut wirea were locked npon as a
dream but a short while nga. |

Tusmanian Politics.

The Premier, the Hon. J. W. Ewvana,
in & poliey speech, snid (hat the time b
come for oll the States ty make 8 stand
sguinat Federal encrouchment. He, fore-
shadewed on unimproved land tax, and
the placing of the railways under ono
commissioner.  Lecal oplion would Le .
the first measure dealt. with. le made.

. na "threats’ against the Upper IHowse,

but it the hopea of prssing legislation
were unfulfiled Ministers would lave 1o
seriousty consider the position,

OLD COUNTRY.

The Royal Welsh mile clhoir of 20 eol-
liers {8 suilicg for Australin, where a
8eTies of concerts will he given.

Hiy Majesty the King, secompanied by
Queen Alexandra, lust weck opened tlis
Roynl Edward Duek at Dristol.

Importa tur June shew n decrense -of
£1,660,600, exporls of . £4,158,000, and -
re-exporty of ELOG0000, comnparal with
the previcus June. E

Mr. Asquith has declined to facilitate

"THE

5. 1908

P

T

Three deaths and 100 cases of ptomaine

- Replying  to congratululions on the
oocasion of his birthday, Mr. Chamber.
lain dvelured that the victery of tariff
reform was certain, and was coming very
SO0,

The Guvernment has arranged for the
Daylight Saving Rill to Le examined by
the Hoard of Trade in rensultution with
represenitatives of trade, labour, and
transport jnteres*s. .

“he Congregational Congress declined
the Austrilian iovitation 1o hold the
next Congress there, owing to the im-
practicability of seenring ndequate repre-
sentntivn at so great a Jistance,

Madame Apnn Gould aud the Prince
de Sygan were marricd in London vn July
T. The civil marrigge was performed ut
the Strand Kegivtry Oflice, nnd the relig-
fous cercmany 8t a Fyench Protestant
Chuorel in Nolio. 0

In re=ponse Lo the appral of Lord Des.
Laruugh, President of the Olympie Uamen
Committee, thirough the ' Jhiily  Mail”
the public in a week subseriled £12,000 o
entertain the conipetitars nt the Olympie
gamea” The CGovernmend ane also banguet-
ing the atitletea,

in the Jinuse of Commons, Mr. John
Turnig, President of. the Loenl Govern-
ment Board, was warmly eheered on re-
tursing to the House after recoveriug
fram the strain which he received last
month in gssisting in releasing two men
who were caught hetween coliiding molor
onra,

Lord &t. Aldwyn, formerly Sir Michael
Hicks-Beach, and Colonial Secrelery fram
1478-80, in unveiling at the Coloninl Oflice
& memorial bust of the late Sir Rohert
Herbert (Permanent Under-Secrctury for
the Colunics fromm 1871 to 1892), puid &
hiagl, Lribute to bis persoual and udminis-
trative qualities. .

The repory of the Union Bink recom-
mends a dividend of 10 per eent and a
borus of 2§ per cent, that £10,000 be
placed to the eredit of the colonial pre-
mises' acfount, and that {18,000 be ab-
scrbed in o bouus of 0 per cent on the
wulaties ¢f the stafl, thet £30,000 Le car-
ried to the reserve and £36,000 carried
forward. ’ to

Tobacco Cunliure,

The Chaceellor of the Exchequer (M.
Llayd-George) Lus ogreed to place £6G300 .
a yrar ai the disposul of the Lrish Agri-
cultnral Department for the encourage-
ment of the tobaceo imlnstry in Iveland,
instead of the rebate ot present allowed.

Mr. Lloyd-George agreeil to extend the

panwe concession to Englaml, Walvs, and
Reollmul iF similar comditions were shown
to exist. D

on Its Pipnity

Th r pavty, considering Mr,
Keip, 3 omission from the Royal
parden parly at Windsor as an sttempt .
Ly #he Cowrt to interfere with the free-
dom of debute in the House of Commons,
and associnting itself with his action re-
parding the rveent visit of the King to
the Czar, requests the Tord Chamberlain
Lo omit the Labous party from similar
functiona until Mr. lli‘cir Ilagdic’s nama,
is reatoreed .

Army Reducticaa ’

The “Iaily Telegrapl™ asserly’ that A,
section of the Cabinet, ineluding 3f.
Lloyd-George and M_r. Winston Cliurchill,
conirmplate further teducing the army
by 30,080 men, reducing the Toudehold
Cavalry to oné regiment, and alsg re-
ducing the” Royal Garrison Arlillery and
Royal Engineers. -

The “Felegraph”™ apperls “to Mr. As-
quith to support Mr. Jlaldans jn resisting
proposals enlenliled tu bring inlo grave
peril the sulety and honour of the coun-
iry.

The Aanstralian Narvy.

Tn the House of Commons, Mr R. Me-
Kenna (First Lord of Lhe Admiralty), in
reply 1o Mr Willinm Redmond (brother
of the Natiowatist leader}, soil Lhat the
Conwonwealth naval echeme wounld re-
quire wuch wmplificution before it COI_-Ild-
bor Tully cousidered from the standpoint
of ila possille adeption ns an alierna-
tive for the present naval agreement.

Aerial Nawies.

the passing of the Imylight Baving Bill —_ o

on which the Seleet Committee presented
& fayourable .reporl. ... R

A -neag University huilding was opened -
Fy iheir Mojesties the King and Queén
at Leads on July T, 80,000 achool children
witnegsing the vercmony,

1

Mijor B. Raden-Powell, wha- lins ma..da
arintion his special study, and who in-
vented man-tifting kites, declaves that

“tnational safety s gequirss the  Sinmediate

alloralion of £100.000 fnr acrial 1'rm-:_|rd
und the eonstruetion of nerinl warships



