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roming of the American Fleet] What
a seraatien ¥ Ju sauning, to be sure.
Why, owr Little’ Awekland s xil astir, L
wander i you are un enthisiast. I thine
1hat 1 bave forgotten ta mention to you

1 was the retipient of & most bemutiful

sntegraph album, and I have thowught if

¥ could but personally meet Cougin Kate,
3 wight coax her io write something
especially niee for me. I have nlready
some pretty and quite original littie
tketehen in it. And now I muet not tire”
gou, Counin Kate, for I knew you have
a number of leiters o yend and to an-
swer; so good-night. lﬁ'om mem Al
BEATA.—(Fomsenby). :

Dear Couain Alberti,—-Your breezy little '

Jetter waus one of the late arrivals last
week, sc I was obl.iged to keep it back
for this week's issue, I hope you were
not disappeinted at not seeing it hefore.
I think mast people apprecinte a comfort-
able home, bhut eertainly the rough
weather we bave been having ought to
make »g all think more, and do more to
Lelp those wha are moti so comfortably
pitunted aa we are. The arrival of the
iAmerican Fleet is causing & great commor
tion, & it not? But ¥ am afraid T anx
hardly looking forward ta it with akto-
gether plegsurable fechings. You see it
means & great deal of extra work for ws,
snd acme of ug ars wondering how and
when it is going to be done. I'm afraid

even if you did haye s pemonal interyiew -

with * Cousin Kate® you cauld not per
suade her to writa saything in your
sutograph book.. Long agoe 1 decided

never to do mo, and se far I have Bot

broken my rule.—Conain Kate.}
E 2N T 3 .

TDeur Cousin Kate—T wish to become &
cousin of 1 am eleven years of
apge, xok ge to the Parnell Fublie Schoal,
and eur ewamiration comen off shortly,
and 1 will be shle to pase 1 have one
brother, whose nome is Stunrt, snd wo
pisters. 1 Mave itwo ¢ats, ope beaut
named Tabby: ke site en the jence
playe with peeple as thny ge past. The
other eat’s mame in Fiuffy, who s wol e
nace as Tabby. - I havwe a double-jointed
dol. § bave beem staying dver st my
graany's place for lnLholidnys, and the
weaiher has, been so bad that 1 bave nob

boen able t¢ go cut much My granny -

hap a hmoy little dog mamed Sammy.
‘When my Auntie Lily shows him a pic-

ture af another dog he goes up to it and .

dries to bile it. I hope you will nok
think wy letter t6o long, so J ithink I
wilk elose mow. And, Cousin Kate, if
yeou will be kind enqugh to send ma a red
badge 1 would be very plessed. Good-

bye, Cousin K;tn, with beat. love—From |

Cousin QLIVE.

1Deay Consin 011!!,—-—01 eourse, you
may become & eousin; you know I am al-
ways delighted whon new onés join our
band, and I will peat a badge ta you at
aonce. Wasn't it & pity you did wot have
8 few fine days during your-kolidays; yeu
Thust have found it rather a difficulty in

" amusing yourself when yuu bhad to stay

indoors al} day? Some of the schools are
goieg te have amolher week's holiday
when the Amerienn Fleel eomnes in; are
¥ou geing to?—Cousin Kate.)

+ % @

Dear Cousin Kate,—-Again I will take
*ibe pleasure of writing to yow. 1 like
those funuy pietures in the “Graphic”
73 well as Buster Brown. They seem to
Lave week about now. ¥ enjoy reading
the oiher cousini® letters. Cousin Hilda
must have travelled about a good bit, as
rhe scems to koow m lot about places.
Bhe always has long letters, and I wish
T eould also write » long letter ta you
every week. We are to have a week's
Loliday mext week, but ¥ do not think
I am going away. I hope you received
my lagt letter safely. There woa & hockey
match here heiween Peilding and Bulla
yesterday. At the #first half Feilding
had ene while Bulls had none. After
that Bulls got four, and Feilding did aot
score sgmin, =0° Bulls won Ly 4 teo 1,
‘Bonnie is sent away to be trained, and I
expect I will not see him for six monthe,
1 expect him to be a different dog when
he comes back. Donald is growing very
big now. We have n new horas called
Nugget, and it is driven’ in the brake.
There was & bunt in the paddocks near
the achool last Wednesday. Tt was at
& place sbout two and a-half miles sway.
They came down to the school after &

kare, but soom Ieft it.. They were trying .

te find = rabhit or hare. Booa they

ipied coe, amd thers waa o chane through

tha paddocks. There were & fow lsdies

and & great many men. They had sa

awkward jumpg It was over & fence, .
apd there was on the other sgide a Mil. .
Moat of the horsep jumpad ihe lewets -
exeept two. They lomt ane.of the rab-

bits in & ditch, ket s0on put up amother.
This one wan in the next to the
school, s we had a fine view. The dogs .
were very tired, so they could nok eateh

it- Anm It eams oa raining they were ask-

ed into m huntaman's houae, Belore that

they blew Lhe horn for the doge 1o come

in. L went for & walk today. [ have

no more news to tell you, so I think 1-
must close socon as I sam short af news.

There has been s ot of improvements at

the eemetery litely, 1 must cloas, with

love to all the other esusins and yoursell, -
—1 remain, yours truly, MYRTLE,

PS.—Please excune smudges and writ- -
ing. I hope my lant letter will be in the
“Graphic” next week or ihis one. =

Dear Cousin Myrtle,—Are you wonder-
ing when you are going to see your let-
ter in print. The eousine have been o
very good lately sbout writing that
there haw not been room for alt af their
lotiars, and so esch week 1 have haj to
keap buck & few of the later cnes, I hope
you epnjoyed yeur bolidays 1 expeck
you 4did, even though the weather was
5o bad. H seems hardly worth while go-
ing away for a week, in the
middie of winter. } expeet all the chil-
dren would be quite pleased it the bunt

" eame elose o vhe school oftener. You
must bave had o spiendid view. I expect
a good many of you would have liked Lo
be able te join in, teo, Iouldn'i. )‘oh‘l—
Cousin Kate.] . . .

* * 2

Tear Cousin Kale,—I reeeived my
badye safely, and thank you very much.
The weather haz been very wet. Iately.
Have yon hod auy rain up at Auvekland.-
"We Live guite close to the Waian River,
‘Wo had a fair pumber of apples this your,
but we children are such terrora to eat
them. T have had tosthache for a long
time, but yesterday I had my tooth out.
We live {our miles from the bush, but we
do mot go very often, becamse we have
4o cross the same river four times to

met
" ‘to the best part. 'Well, Cousin Kate, 1

think I have told you all the news so
good-bye.—1 remain, your leving cousin,
EDIE
*. IDear €ousin Edie,—F am ghd your
badge arrived selely, and I have been
_wonderiag when you were going te write
and acknowledge if,. We have had plen-
ty of main in Auckland, quite enough to
1aat us for the rest of the winter, X think,
bul them 1 hate wet weather, so pan very
soon satisfied. . Most children are terrers
te eat apples I think, and one can't
Blame them, for they nre most delicioxs
druit, aren't they? We had very few
apples on our trees this year, so I did not
haye @ chance to prove whether I was
Vg’Lﬂ'ﬂ:\r" or Bot. ¥ should mot think
you would very often walk all that dis-
tance to get to the bush, How de you
marage to get scrosa the river IhEI you
do go'!——kfnusm Katt-.} -

* * *

Dear Cousin' Kate,—Thank you very
much for the badge; 1 think it is very
preity. Our little kittem, Tui, died
about & week age, and we were very
eorry because she had becone such a
pet among us. Last time I wrote you
did not scem to wodersiand my name—
ATA—it is my ewn, and full name,
“Ata” is & Maori word, it means “the
dawn ™
Kate! Yam. I had & book given to me
a short time ago emlled “A World of
Girls,” by L. T. Meade.
close for the winter helidays, of two
woeks, next Friday, I am guing up inte
the country, twelve miles away hrom
the mnearest station, to m place called
Nobles,
-eold, becauss we are having a very for-

[Dear Cousiz Ats,—Now that I know
t

he meaning of yowr pretiy and wocome |

mun mame | like it belder than gver. 1
aig vary hopelemty ignosant of the Maari
langusge, aa, though 1 guessed jour
name had & Maori meaning, ! hadu't tha
faintest ides of what it mesnt. 1 am
very fond of resding, imdeed, and I am
particularly fond of seme of Mrs. L. T.
Meads’s bovks. 1 hope you will emjoy
your holidays; 1 showld hardly think
the country would be very nice at thue
time of the year, sverpthing will la »a
wet and muddy. --Loaum Kne] -

: -l-,*i-

1

‘Denr (_‘n;ml Kate,~F )ope ycn; are -

well

On - Magordey, -July 44h, 1 wend

with mother to- s “tangi” for & Maori -

chief that dred. Well, Cousin Kate, #
wad very cold there, and the Little wil-
Iage in wbout 36 miles from here. The
dend chief is going te be buried at Wak
habs, On the same afterncon, as we
were loaving for home,- the body- was
taken to Oranui, another small village.
Well, Cousin Kate, we are having awfuily
bad weather here. I have no more to
84y, but oceans of love to you and other
cousing. Consin JANE.

[Denr Counin Jano,—1t i quite » long
time wimce f had the pleasure of a leiter
frem Tuupo. How are yoa sH! 1 have
mever been to.a tangi, but of course }
have heard = great deal about them
I should very much bke to go te ome
some day, but } don’t think I mm quita
enthusiastic emough aboat it to travel
thirty-six miles in this eelk and very
unpleasant weather ia aee one.—ounia
Kate] - - .

OLDER COUSINS* LETTERS.

Dear Consin Kate,—) waz khghhd to
read im our pages last week that & new
Cousin bad joined the older Cousins®

- band. May I (as Cousin Bill was goed

enungh to mention my letiers as Leing
iateresting), msaure her that it i» only
& guention of time before she will be
able te write guite as loag, and as is-
teresting leticrs, as she ir pleased to
say mine are. Letter-writing, IDike
every other liabment

with ecomstant puctm. But, unhl.t
musie, drawing, paintisg, ete, # » nod
lLikely te be taken up as am aeccomplish-
wment, or study, unless the pupil has

* & love of, and an aptitude ior it, as the

Arte you fond of rezding, Cousin *

Our school will |

I do mot Lhink it will be very -

ward spring; there are violets, ' dalfodils, -

ete., out here now, We also take the
“Canterbury Times,” and } weat im for
one of Aunt Hilda's competitions, and
got flrst prize; wasa™. I lucky?! ¥ have
B cousin staying with me, Lis name ia
Rudall; he is seven years old and in
the firat standard, lle is a nice little
boy, and we often have fine games to-
gether. We have besn having lavely
fine weather lately, and I hope it will
keep like this for a while. With kind
regards, your mincers iriend ATA.

art of letier-writiag has wever been com~
sideved tin the fulest pense} an inte-
gral, or a ¢ompulsory part of a girls
edocation, and so is only likely to be
cultivajed by those who really love i,
and use it as a medium of sutward ex-
pression of “thoughis that burn, deserip-
tive of people, things, and places, thnt
have imspired or repressed,- instructed,

or perplexed, intereated, oxr amused™ X

liked Cousin Violet's Wanganur letter
very muck. Wanganui must be a sork
of Uclonial Rugby. ¥ womiler whether
the boys bave tuck shops like they have
at Rugby. At the beginning of the
term, and especially the New Year term,
the boys are very liberal in their ex-
penditnre, and t bave seen Boyy ge im
te a faveurite eake shop af mine, and
empty a whole dish of rich lemen cheese
eakes, in alatost, less time than it takes
me to write this. But 1 love school beys,
and one of the sights that afecied me
moet when “at Home! was the sight
of fifteen hundred «I think i waa} Rug-
by schoolboys walking four abrenst inta
chapel.  And the sweetness of their
voices, as they sang "Cur Blest Re-
deemer,” was '8 thing § shall ever re-
member. A splendid bvok to read W
John Oxenham’s- “FPearl, of Peart Is-
land.” Pearl lsland is Mr Oxenham's
romantie name for Sark, in the Jbannel
Tslands. 'Fhe quality of ike bock may
be guessed =% by Ha opening sen-
tences—“1f you wart wmurders, mys-
terien, or mud—pass on! Thia is o
rimple, struightforward lnve story.”
And nok enly s it a simple, atraight-
forward lovaatory, but it exeels in beauty
and vividaess of description any descrip-
tion I have ever read of Sark and itw
neighbeurboed. The simplicity amd the
hospitality of the inhabitanis o¢f Sark,
together with the deseripbion of the
customs, muperstitions, and the yuaint
laws, under which they live, moke up
a story which, if mot ma exciting or as
derp na some of Mr. Oxenham'n stories,
iu more than compenaated for in breezi-
nesn of atmorphere.  The illustrations
of the bock arc as beautiful as they are
lluminative. Counin Diana, it acemas,
in mot In favour of Women's Suflrage
any mare than 1. T wonder whether
Cousin Diana sew an article on {¥omen's

Buffrags in ons of our daily
weorned the ules ihal woman
way unfitted for the
4guoted sur lale Queen an
of how well and winely =
ywle. Curioualy saocugh, in
day's imswe of this papar, lppn!c‘
extract from Sir Theodore Martin's
oa Quoen Vietoris, wr which, m vy
plais lmagwage . Illr Majosky axpresos
hex detestaiion of the womam whe s
new knowa an the sullrmgetie So
logical wax the article an Women's

-

P papars
wan in
fracchiog,

am
m conld

ai

E

by & woman,
ey Majeaty (as Cousin Diana says) was
guided almost emtireiy by her Mimie-
ters, and, the beloved Prosce Conmoryg,
in her mwling, that it 8 scaresly neses
sary te point it out. . But Queen Vie-
toria, as an example of the fitness of
womun fux the franchise, is too fuany
for words. T'o nie ker Majesty's awn
words—“Ged ereated men and women
different —then lct them remain each in
their own position.” And thia is what
1 think. It will be interesting to hear
what Cousins. Alison, Violet, and Wil
think, will it nott I wish Consin Win-
mie (Christedburch} wouid give hern,

Before going out
drink a cup of

VAN
HOUTEN'S

The Cocoa lhatr

Warms. Comforts

and Cheers.



