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COUSINS' BADGES;

Counins 1equiring badges, are requested
to send an addressed envelepe, when the
badge will he forwarded by return mail

COUSINS' CORRESPONDENCE.

YOUNGER CQUSINS LETTERS,

Dear Cousin KateFly-running s
somothing kike ' the ordinary running,
only you make ile stitches very small,
mnd do not take the needle out till you
have finished all the strip,
“fy’* rynning because it eam he done
80 quickly, We fly-run’ drawn-silk hats
for children. Don’t they look pretty,
Cousin Katet Thank ‘you for my badge;
I think red ones are very pretty, I am
making a pavy motor cup for myself, Do
you like moter eaps, €ousin. Kate? It
in dresdfully muddy in the country Tow,

and [ have a pair of rubber knee boots,

and they come in finely for the wet wea-
ther. - | war pleased to see my lasi letter
in the “Graphic,” and hope you will tm
able to print.this one. Love to all the
eousing, including Cousin Kate, From
Cousin LUCY, = s .
['Dear Cousin Luey,—I ®have learnt

- something to-day, for I really never had
any idca before what fly-stitching was.
It gounda very pimple, and it certainly
ia very effective. 1 have seen children’s
fiy-run sitk hata often, and thought them
eo pretty. 1 think moter caps are very,
very umeful; but bhere are many other
wtyles of hats that I think much maore
beeoming. I owish  somcene” wonld  be
brave roough to start the fashion of
wearing rabber knee boots here. I'm
Bure it would he m mosi sensible plan
at thia time of the year. It arems al-

must impossible to "keep dry when one

has to be out much
Cougin Katel _

* + » '

this weather—

Dear Counin Kate,~I am going to.

write to you this weck, and T won’t put
it off Tike T did the last time I wrote.
The days are beginning to get longer
now iliat the shortest day is over, but
we won't notice any difference for =
little while, 1 don't mupjwme. (an you
paint, Consin Kate? I can a little, in oila.
Where dn the cousins generally wear
#hair badges? Did you go to hear Kube-
1ik 7 It musi have been very nice to hear
him. I wuppoze you are Ipoking forward
to when the Hevt comes in? I am paink-
ing a smalb picture of the (ireen Lake
et Roterua ave yeu ever neen ik,
Caunin Kated? I must wiop, as it 19 get-
ting lute, From Cousin RUTIEL,

Dear Cousin Ruth,—T auppose the days
are getting longer, but by much impercep-
tible degreea that one does not notice it.
However, i{ 13 nike to know that half
the winler i over, an’t itT 1 used to
paint in oils & little at one time, and I
wan very fond of it, too; but I had to
give it up because T hnd se many other
things te do that T conld not fit jn paint-
ing !canans. 1 really do not know where
nwst of the couning wear their badges.
I fancy most of them just keep them to

Jonk at. Yen, I went to bear Kubelik,
and  enjoyed if  bamcpiely,—Couwaia
Eatel

1t is called;

* lot -of

Prear Cousin Kate,—We broke up for
our winter holidays last Friday (26th
June), but ¥ do not knew whether T am
going away or not. Y will ask Myrtle
if phe will eome for a picnic one day
in’ the holidays. 1 wuppose that Cousin
Ivy will write and tell you ail about
her birthday. We are having very wet
weather bere now; it is raining very
heavily. Nearly every one in Rulis
seern 10 have bad colds, The visitors
that I told you were at our place have
got very bad cclds as well. Kvery spare
minute that F have is spent in reading
my letters: I read them over and over
again. There are some lovely flowers
out in the school gardens. The Fifth
Standard garden looks micer than any
of the others. ‘We have vegetable plots
as wetl as flower pardens,

‘only ithres flower gardens. It is very
‘seldom thut we do.any work in them
now, becuuse of the weather being so
bad. . It is lovely to think that there'is
ne Ackool to go to all next week.

and it looks so funny without it, because
-it wone so long before. Are there any
Jviolets out ian Auckland yet? There
are a lot out bhere, and there is o
Daphne out also. Do you
fike violets and daphne?
“vapecially the sweet seent they bave.
I have begun to make a garden, but T
have not got many flowers yet. Have
you got mavy cut up in Auckland? 1
lived in Auckland twice. T liked the
town all right, but Y didn’t like the
school a bit. It was in Auckland that
1 got the measles. Just the other day

a little boy went down to where a troe- -

tion engine was; he was looking abouti
it, for a pgood while, and never naticed
a well with a lot of glass in it, and he
fell into it and cut all his head and his
legs. T am doing a great deal of fency
work for the bazaar; that is why I keep
the pleasure of writing to you for 8un-
day mnights. It is Misa Wilscn's fancy
work class om Thursday sftermoon.. 1
have just got over a very eore throat.
‘We have not seen our little kitten yet,
a0 I think that the pup must have
killed it. Qur examination ie on when
we go back to school. I am going to
try to come top agrin, After it is over
I will tell you where I eame, There was
a football match here on Baturday after-
noon, The players were the High Sehool
boys of Bulls and the High Hchoel of
Marton, (ur boys wen; they pot twelve
and the Marton nothing. There was a
- little girl staying with us on TFriday,
and we had a lovely time. 1 had two
awinga, one ipside and one outside; the
one ovutside was the best, but it brnke,
hat it will aoon be mended again. Well,
1 think 1 must close now, because I kave
no more news to tell you, sn I will
clone with best love to yourseli and all
the other cowing.—From COUSIN
MARY.

[Dear Cousin Mary,—Your midwinter
helildays are over now, and 1 hope you
managed to enjoy them; I'm afraid you
did not have very nice weather for them,
sa I expect your picnic did not come off
after all. Yes, there are plenty of vio-
lets out naw; some of the florists’ shopa
have perfectly lovely sprays of them in
the windows, and the daphne bushes ars
in full bloom, 1 hope the esmall boy
who fell into the well and cut himaelf ia
getting on all right; he must have been
very interested im the engime mot ia

There are
" & great number of vegetuble plots, but

i The .
little pup has got its tail cut off now,

I love themn, _

notice the ;nl]. ‘Was there anycne on

the swing when it broket I bope met,
use it would have given them rather
a naasty shock, even if it didn't do an
worse damage.—Cousin Kate.} y
* b N
" Dear Cousin Kate—I am once more
writing to you, There was hail here on
Thursday last weck. The hail-stones
were at least a quarter of an inch bigper
than blackballs; it came down very mnd-
denly. To tell you how big they .were,
they did not melt for nearly two hours;
they were so thick that they looked likb
pnow. 1 went to a econcert last bight,
and saw & lot of funny pictures. My
little brother and my sister’s dog remind
me of Buster .and Tige, for they nare
always getting into mischief.
ways say that when they are quiet they
are thinking what more mischief they
can do.. We are having our mid-winter
holidaye; but it is very wet, and we
cannot go out to play, so we amuse onr-
selves by playing hide-ind seek. Now I
will stop, with love to you and the other
cousins, with love from COUSIN
GLADYS (Te Aroha). = ‘

[Dear Cousin Gladys,—I saw in one
of the Auckland papers that there had
been tather a severe hailstorm at Te
Atoka, bat T had no idea the hail-stones
were as large as you deseribe. Now, [
should like to have peen them, but I
ghould not have cared to be out in tha
ptorm, should you? I hope your little
brother and Lis partner-in-mischief are
not quite sa bad as Buster and Tige

_ seem to be. If they are, I dom't thirk
I should eare to live in their vicimity.—
. Cousin Kate.]
- + £ *

Dear Cousin Kate—T am haviog holi-
days, and T do not like them very mueh.
We had our examination about three
weeks ago; ¥ think I haye passed into
the Third Btandard. It bas been wery
wet weather lately, has it pot? I go
to dancing ¢lass now, and enjoy it very
much. All of us have bad colds, so we
cannot go out much. T have only been
out once since the helidays began. -Any-
how, when I am at home I do have good
fun,
yesterduy called “Happy Hours® paint-
ing book, 1t is such a-nice one, with &
Jot of nice pictures to paint in it. The
fleet will be coming Reon, and then the
Remuera 8chool will have another week’s
holiday. We may go on board one af
ihe shipa of the fiert when it comes im.
Good-hye. Love from COUSIN BOBS.

[Dear Cousin Bubs,—1 was quite sur-
prised to get a lettex from you this
morning; it i8 such a long time sines
you wrote last that T waa beginning to.
think you had forgotten all about Cousin
Kate.
Third SBtandard. What standard in Byd-
ney in?! I suppose she goes to the mame
school as you do, doesn't she?! I was
vorry ta hear that you had alf had much
bad colds, and hope you are all per-
feetly well aguin by this time. I'm
afraid these helidaya have been rather
dull, but if we have nice weather while
the American flest ia here, we shall all
be able to have a jolly time to make vp
far it, sha'n't wet—Cousin Kate.]

kS

We al- -

- midwinter holidays now.

I bought a very nice painting book

I hope you have passed into the |

Well, Cousim Kate, I think I will sy
good-bye, msking you it you wonld excuse
my bad writing, ez I have a bad pen.—
With love from Copmin ELSIE. . i

[Dear Cousim Elsie, — We have had
plenty of wet weather im Aurkland this
winter, but we pever do have snow, you
know. Omnve, pears ago, there was a very,

. #light fal} of smevw, and everyone thought
jt wasa & mowt wondierfu! thing. Ioesn't
everything ook dare and desclate in the
winter fime. I don't like the winter =
hit, do yout I am glad that half of it,
anywoy, is over—Cousin Kate] -

- + o

Dear Cousin Kate—I do mot know
“whether yoo mecept letiers written by
children residing out of the Dominico of
New Zealamd. We get the “ Graphe™
from my krother m Wellington, and I
always read the letters from the children,
and thought T wouid like to write to you,
Have gyou ever been over bere in 'Fas-
manm? It is coek Aere in the summer,
but very cold in the winter. | went to
see the Australian Native Assorialion ¥x-.
hibition I Lavnceston; there were movw-
ing pictures in the afternosn. I paw the
babieg in the incubators; they looked
very nive, There were two boys and & -
girl—they looked sé¢ hesithy. We live

_eighteen miles from Leunrcesion; we often
drive in, We drive along the shle of the
River Tamar for about six milea Ii is
a beautiful drive on & mice duy. [ walk
six miles a-day to echocl. I am in the
fifth class. My schocl-teacher's name is
Mias Freeborough; she ls sudh a kind
teacher. ¥ would Bke a pony to rde to
school; ¥ do kove riding, don’t youl I
~have a post-card album, and bave ome
hundred emd twesty-five postcards of
Wew Zealnnd My brother mnds me &
Yot, and another gentleman Ower there,

‘toe. “Would you please send me » ved
badget ¥ shall emclofe my addrese. With
love to alt the vousins mnd youredl, Cou-
sin MURICE. s - - '

[Rear Cousin Murice,—] have quite a
* mumbet of comsins who do pot Live in New,
Zealand. & shall e very pleased indeed
to add you to the st Ii is very good of
your brether to send you the ® Graphic™
every week, and I kope he wor't forgef
to send you thia week’s becanse I shounid
like you to see your own letter in prizts
‘What a pretiy uncommor name you have,
1 have mever heard it before. No, ! have
nerver been to Tasmania, but I bave re- .
latives there, and we have oftem thought
that we would like to live there. f3es]
miles seems & very long way to walk to
school every day, and I am mot ‘mar-
prised that you would like u pony.” ¥ am
very fond of riding, too, it ia the linest ex-
ervise there ia, I think. . I will send you &
red badge, end you must let me know if
it arrives safely.—Cousin Kate ]
* + '+
Dear Cousin Katé,—May I be one of
your ccusina? I would like a blue badge
please, if you send me one. T am tem
years of age. - I have a lLttle fox-terrier,
and hig name i Tim. We are having cur -
I am very fond
of reading, and ¥ like to read the cousinas’
letters in the “Graphic.”—From yeur lov-
ing cousin, HILDA (Auckland).

[Dear €owsin Hilda,— shall he very
glad indeed to have you for one of my
many sousins, and I hope you will write
to me oftem. Your blue badge is already,
posted, sc § expeet you have it by this
lime. - It is m good thing you are fond
of rending, because fhe weather has been
sc bad for botidays that there really
han been we otbher way for you to amusa

yourself. What schoot do you go to, and
what atandard e you in?—Cousin
Kate.l .

) IR T

Dear Cousim Mata,—Dear me! How it
blows. Are we going to have & repe-
tition of fwo weeks ago, I wornder?!. Do
you remember what A& 8tormy night we
bhad, Cousin Katet This weather oughtl
to make ene appreciate a comfortabls
home. - Do you not think s0? And now
for s friendly little chat. How are you,
dear Counin Xats. Myl How time fhiaa;
Juat think of our havieg passed the shorgy

!



