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Cockney Twang Condemned.

Prefessor Alois Bmndl, the most dis-
tinguished German . suthority om the
Engligh language and literature, is of
apinian that. English in gquite a8 well
spoken in America as in Eagland.

The Professor is President of the Ger-
man Shakeapeare Associztion, and Fro-
fessor of English at Berlin University,
and recently returhed there from Eng-
Jand, whera he was made an hooorary
member of the Boyal Society of Litera-

- ture.

. During his stay in London he waa dis-
tressed to hear at some of the board
schools which he visited in the west of
London school children who recited pass-
ages from Bhokespeare say that the
quality of mercy was aot “stryned,” that
it droppeth as the gentle “ryne” from
heaven, was “twoice”™ blessed, and go
forth. . . -, ..

This intrusion of the Corkney element,
coupled with the inftucace of the varioua
dialecta upon colloquial English, leads
Professor Brandf to the conclusion that

_ the English spoKen by the English is on
the whole not a whit purer than the Eng-
lish spoken by the Americans, of which
he has made a close study.

He puts the English of the ordinary
educated American quite on an equelity

" with that of the ordinory educated Eng-
lishman, basing his opinion on systema-
tic observation during twenty years’ con-
tinual contact with American students
at German uaiversities, and, secondty, on
ohservations made' when he visited

America ag the representative of acade-
mwie Germany at the recent Benjamin
Fracklin centenary celebration.

Professor Brandl states that when in
‘America’he not only studied the English
spoken hy American students at the vari-
ous universities and. colleges, but also
tistened to speecheg delivered by thirty-
five Americans coming from all parta of
the United Statea. *Of these thirty-five
arators,” he pays, ““the American whose
Engiish was most un-English was An-
drew Carnegie, and ke ig a Scotsman."”

The Prefessor believes thit the Ameri-
can twang ig rapidly dying oui, and that
it will in time become a thing of the
past. He believes that the great strides
now being made in Ameriea in the edu-
caticn of the masses will result in the
extinction of the twang. "The average
American,” eays Professor Brandl, *is
being educated into coneciousncss of his
accent, and is beginning to critieise and
eradicate it*

L

' The Gospel of Grit.

Many of the mothers of Engiand lis-

tened to an impressive address the other
day by Canon Lytielton, the Headmaster
of Eton, who warned them that they were
in danger of demoralising their boys with
self-congeiousness and sofiness, The oe-
cagion was the annual meecting of The
Mothers’ Union, at the Church House,
Westminster. The Headmaster of Eton
dwelt on the c¢auge, and the Bishkop of
.Auckland pointed ont the effect, of & teo
pentle training. The men whe were go-
ing out to our colenies, he contended,
were showing signs of this deplorabls
weakness in moral courage. “"Boys ought
to’ grit their tecth and take courage,”
Capon Lyttelton said.  “Their donger-
ous tendencies are self-consciousncss and
suftness, Young people think too much
about themselves. “I1t i atated that the
charm of the great men of long ago was
their npaive unconsciousness of them-
selves. These men Quilt up our Empire
on absence of mind; only.the future can
decide if we have enough absent-minded
men to carry on the great work.

"“The lives of boys and gictlyg have be
come of such infinite value. . If the
thought ef their preciousncsa had been
kept securely locked up in their parents’
hearts all would bave been welll  But
it wap mot, nnd children hove heard o
much nbout their own preciousness that
they have rcally begun to believe it im
true, S .

“Tha inercased influcnce of the mather
hag wrought a biessed change in materi-
ally dectTaasing coarseness—bui mothers
influence cannut do all. . :

“Wo want more disciplina. to. ensura
the fighting of the- inclinations, Thera
s not encugh quist sndurange of disconi-
furt nud pain nowedays, 1 lately watch-

ed o youngster with s fly in his eye. Hia
mother and thres sisters were trying io
get it out.  One moment’s pain, and thet
fly would have been, ousted, but the boy
would not bear it. He waa sent off in a
carringe to a doctor’d, five miles away,
10 have an anaesthetic.

“¥You will find that most of our great
men never shirked discomfort. Endur-
ance must be a matter of course, nut of
discussion. Ye must work together for
robustuesa of fikre in cur young people.

“]f the father ig mot on the spot, you
mothers must do your best. But I warn
you that it is mot only love mnd aym-
pathy you will need, but knowledge, and
often the feeling of the sword going
through your heurts.™ -

“My heart goes out to the young peo-
ple of to-day,” the Bishop of Aucklund
said, “because they have too good a time.

“¥ou are turning cut yeung fellows to
us in the colonies who have had too much
pleasure, too much money, foo much .

> .-

food."
oS _
“The Mest Beautitul Woman in
England.

—
An artist’s wife ‘who is & woman of
preat beanty, and has been the medol”
for some of her husband's most success-
ful pictures, had a curious adventure
at the Royal Academy private view in
London recently (eaye an English ex-
change). She waa atanding in front-of
one of the miniature cases examining the
portrait of a cousin, when a middle-aged
foreigner of distinguished appearance,
approached, and making a low bow, ssid,
“Forgive me, but I desire you ahould
accept this,” at the same time slipping
into her hand a small sealed packet.
Before she had ‘time to recover from her
surprise the stranger had retreated, and
in less than thirty seconds had disappear-
ed in the ecrowd thst thronged the ad-
joining recoms. When she opened the
packet she found it contained a beautiful
Iocket of cld-fashioned design and set
with valuable stones. Instead of holding
a miniature, as might have been expected,
all that waa found within was a =slip of
paper with. the words, “For ihe mast
heautiful woman in England,” written in
poculiarly small and angular handwrit-
ing. The lady’s firat impulse was te re-
ptore the locket nt once to the mysteri-
ous donor, but all efforta to find him
or learn his identity have, so far, been
unavailing. .

* o
Shower of Sulphar.

A heavy full of sulphur, lasting twenty
niinutes, occurred one day last month
in the little town of- Charolles, about
twenty-five milea from Macon, in France,

Garidens, {lelds, ponds, vineyards, and
houses are covered with a thick coating

. of yellow powder, and the ncighbourhood

has become almost unbearable owing to
the smell.  Scelentists attribute the down-
pour to the renewed astivity of Vesuvias,

o
“Ley Roy le Veult.”

The Speaker of the Houxe of Com-
maons said recently that the extraordin-
ary continuity of the forms of Parlia-
ment delighted him, and he referred tao
the form of the King's consent to Acts
of Parliament, whick ia still given in the
old Norman French, “Le Ray lo veult”
~—the King wills it. A press represen-
tative who made inquiries at the Youse
of Commens found that the same medi-
meval form of expression survives im
many other directions. The cilivinl re-
cord of the assent of one House to the
bills passed or the amembments made
by the other House ia stiil in Nermnn
French. .

The Clerk of the House of Commona
endorsea & bill pent to the Lords with
the sentence:-—

Boit heille aux seigneurs.—({To be
gent to the Lerds}

The approval of the Upper Houso is
signified as followa:-—

A ceste bille, averque des amende-
mens les seigneurs sont assentus.—('o
- this 1hill, with tho amendments, the

Lorda have aasented.)

Shoull their lordships have oceasion
to mmend the measure the Counnons’ ap-
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proval of the amendments in expresscd
in the old Nerman French thus:—

A ces awendersens les communea

sont assentus.—(To these amendments
the Commons have assented.) ~
In the case of a Supply Bill, such us
the Appropriation Bill, where the Com-
mone are y¥oting money to the Crown,
the royal assent in given in the foilow-
ing form:— .

Le Roy remercie ses bons sujets ac-
cepte leur benevolence, et ainsi la
veult.—{The King thumks his good
subjects, mecepts their benevolence,
and thus wille it.)

A
The Unhappy Czarina.

It je an open secret that the Dowager
Ewpress Marie has hod a great deal to
do with the bringing about of the mect-
ing of the King and Czar (says a Londen
writer) ns it has wea knawn that for
a long time King Edward and the present
Czar has been anything bui good friends,
Nor has their cstrangement been caused
by any managemcnt er mismanapgcement
of the affairs of Russin, but simply be-
ranse of the utter selfish disregard of her
feelings with which the Czarinn has been
treated by her husband.

Through his favourite sister, the Prin-
eess Alice, King Edward hus always had
the greatest aflection fer the present
Czarina of Russia, and has looked with
the anxious eye of a fond parent on the
aad circumstance of her troubled life, a
lifa which those immediately surround-
ing her have done little or nothing ta
alleviate.

A result of this meeting will prabably
be that early next year the Czar and hia
wife will pay & state visit to England
and should thia take place it will be
doubly interesting from the fact that i
will be the first occeslon that a reigning
Sovereign of Russin has been thers since
the Crimean War.

£
. The Universal Language.

At present the Eaglish language comes
Bearest to filling the claims of woiver-
sality. And this is where commerce
ateps in to asseert her great worth, for
it s {he bargsainings and dealings ot
Englishmen with the natives of far-off
countries that help to spread the Eng.
lish tongue more than their interest to
learn something ef the English language,
and marny of those distant hucksterers
really de get hold of enough Enylish to
help them along in trade, The apots
where Cortez shouted his war orders and
Pizearo rallied his braves now ring with
the hawker's eppeal to visitors, “You
wantem buy nice fruit? Plentee ice
drinks here: don't go and deal with
other swindling seamps. You stop here
and deal long a me!” The Pyramids,
which once leard the stern orders of
Cheops and all the other mighty Iha-
roahs afier him, now echo the rhouts and
shrieks of the ragged Jittle Arals donkey
drivera, wha peream out to the Cook’s
tourist; “Here you are. sah! Missa Kerr
Hardie, Jouhn Burns, Balfour, all berry
good donkeys, You take ‘e Misgee
Langtry, or &nra Berrharidt, or Sarah
trand, all splendid donkeys, an’ me wal-
top ‘em all de way, muke ‘em go pleniee
quivk, sah, by dam!"

& %
Plunged in Molten Metal

Three men working round a vat of
moltein metal niet with a tervible death
st HKchon, on the Faunco-Belgian fron-
tier, Oue of them, a man of 70, fell
headleng into the vat., A yeung man
nomed Nicholus Wona jizmped forward to
cately hia oliler comrade, amd fell in nfter
him. The third man, the father of Nich-
olns Wons, in trying to srave his son also
plunged into the molten metul

e ———————

DRUNKENNESY CURED.

ANTIDITSO will Jdestror nll deslrs for
‘whlsky, beer or Lguor. 1t li A tunleiess,
odourless powder i ean be glvos In fogl
or drluk withont the patleut's knowledge,
Write for further parcticulars, seat pout freq
[n plulo parkage.

J. W, COTITHIORNL,
Depariment J., lugesire 3ircet, Wellington,

SORE HANDS AND RING-
" WORMS.

~AM-BUK BALM ALLAYS IHRITA.
TION° AND EXPELS ALL
DISEASE.

In cases of ringworm—one of the most
troublesome mnd obstinaie of all skim
troubles—Zumi-Buk Balm las achieved
most remarkakble success. Rubbed gently
into the itchy red patches, Zam-Buk
soaks right through the diseased timsua
and kills the parapites which are the
esusa of the trauble, restoring awectnens
and health in place of disease,

“Seme little time ago,” says Mr. W.
Rogers, of Kepler-street, Bathurst,
N.5W.. "a ringworm broks out on my
face, which, in uddition to being a dis- |
figurntion, was extremely irritating. I
piinted  the ringworm  with differeng
lotiona, but the result wns uwnsatis{ae-
tory. 1 wus then induced io try Zam-
Buk, and atter a few applications the
irritution was allayed and the ring-worm
gradually  dirappeared. I have also
found Zam-Buk effretive in cases of sara
hands. There iz no doubt aliout it, Zam-
Bk is a splendid Balm te keep in the
house.”

Zam-Buk Balim keeps the skin clear
and Lealthy in winter, and iv invaluable
for chaps, chiiblains, sore fares, cold
BoTes, Tingworm, winter ceaema, sore lips,
piles, and all winter troubles. Price ls.
Gd. per pot, or Ja. Gl large size {(com-
taining neurly four times the 1s, 6d.), -
of ull chemists and storea,

“Two doctors
fold me fwas in

consumplion

and both my lungs were
affected. I fried SCOTTS
Emulsion and affer a couple
of boftles my cough ceased,
I have fabken SCOTT'S for
fwelve months and can safely
say if has cured me; [ have
gained 2 stone 7 ibs."
Mary OGRADY.

3q Louisa Stret, Soulh Freeraantle, West
12707, [Ausiralin
Above in the Proof in the Facts.
Here is Proof in the Roason Why s
This siccess illustrates the enormous
advantaga which constantly accrues to
SCOTLTS Emulsion by reason of ijts
perfect digesibility. This digestibility
s achieved by the SCOTT process,
which ulso does away with 1he naustous
taste and smell of the pluin il, Add
to this the superb guality of all the
ingredients used in SCOTT'S and ir
is easy 10 sce why SCOTT'S Emulsion
possesses a record for checking con-
sumption which is poseessed by ne
otlier cad liver oil enulsion whatsoever.
Therelore, when purchasing, don't azk
for = Hmulsion | ask for und get

SCOTTS

EMULSION

—the difference beiween them means
a cure for youl .

See that Of all
“the Fish- Chemists
man with and

the Fush ™ Dealers
is on the in
package. Medicioes.




