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A NEW CHUMS FIRST EXPERIENCE 07 COLONIAL UNCONVEN-

TIONALITY. . P

How pleas-
Rurge in upon
one'a the  tlought.
Everything wna so  fresh and
new to us wlo ave oculy recent
nrrivals in “Gol's ewn country,” as it
is ealled. )
We pussed out of the Manukau Huk-

hour on one of those delightful ealm
afternacns, whon nature is in her kiwl-
est mood, anl the kea appearing to for-
get for awhile its Lburden of countless
dead, und the sorrows aml shipwrecks
it has causeil in its fits of Tage, plays
“let's pretenl,” na it vies cwith

ORIANGAY .

mewoarics

wmany
ant
mind  at

of mountains amd rocks, vivitied by the
departing sun, even the pink  tinted
cloudlets taling part in Minuchaha's
plaxful Kttle farce. -

_ Reaching (huapere in the early hours
of the duy. nature in her emiling morn-
ing face looking =o fresh and clean,
made one feel 1hat it was truly good te
be nlive just to see the granl nld hills
waking at the gentle tourh of the sun,
rising so stately from thrir white ahecta
of mist, the sand hills being already up
and burnished, in atrong contrast to
their furrewed nnd hush covered meigh-
bours.

I have ‘lt‘ilnellmi‘ﬂ' t}mught since- com-.
ing here flhat the beauties of the Lnglish
Lake District, the BDay of Naples, the’
Mountains of Donegal, and ihe

to be hlchded in-one perfm‘t \\llnle—.
Hokinnga, =~ -

Paxsing npnnnm. “which conststs of &
jetty, a lmtpl a sinre, aml a house or
two, we arrivel at Koutu, and were
taken ashore in a Maori ennov —just the
trunk of a tree. hollowed omt,
little scats laid merdss in which one had
to pra(twe the art of lmlance, cven to
one’s smile, which had to e exactly. in
the middle of ome’s fice, of the resnlt
might lhave beon disusirons.

We waated no time in tlivowing our-
selves heartily into the enjoynent at
our holiday, and from 1lie mpment of onr
arrival until mow, while ye are waiting
for the bar to tolm dawn Sufficiently
for the Claymore to convoy ance MOre
zafely buck to Auckland, wa have drunk
deep of the plensures: and deilghls.-to le
had in a coualry house in New /('ﬂ.l‘llll]
where hospitality reigns Fupreme.

. QOne fine day we went up 1he river.in
s motor luuncl to Mangmpuka Garge,
a perfeet Qanlen of 12 dcu with ita bean-
tifad - tree ferns. where the despailing
hand of man has nof  yet  attacked
Wature's inimitable hgndiwork.

There was =oine dilliculty in finding a
suitable  Tanding place,
after some demur, we were carrigd hiolua
Yolus, like sacks of patatoes, aid ‘de-
powited high and dry ‘on the hank. The
gentlemen. then made o fire to Luil the

“hilly™ for tea, while we prepared lunel,
consisting. of wi'd turkey shot en tlm'

prpmnrﬁ. .

Tanch over, it was deculel that we
Nad better. ambark. once more; but the
tide had  recerdod lonui(l('m\ﬂ\ leavimg

a great waste of slimy mud ‘between
us aml our Darque, and sinee flying
machines are not the Fashion e this Tes
mote corner of the worid, it was easier
aaid than dore.  Qur skipper managed
ta get the lanpeh aficat after o good
deal of energy had been capended in
persumding it, Imt the most diflicult part
was yet to some in getting the passen-
gers on board, which couldn't be man-
uged with a fishing-rod, and rince thern
was not o rrane hundy, Wi were pach
trundled, pivk-a-hack fashion, aernss the
perilous sud treacherous di iding line,
betwern un and aafety amid prals of
Inughter from the lonkers-an, while they
wulehed oor gailant chevalicrs fonnder-
ing, knee-deep  through  some twenty
vards of soft, alimy muwl. Towen adfter
srriving at the ‘boat there wuas great dif-
fieulty in hoialing ua in, jany unsuc-
ecunful attempts being nade before wo
were bundied in, Loth rider sud ridden

(By “ Bad Berry.")

the sar-
rounding seenery, hy reflucting the glory
k

wild .
grandeur of New Zealand ‘ycenery seem -

with _went further out to wmert the tide.

_oen

‘but  ecventually

" hard;

Lavimg had many narrow escapes from

taking an unpremedituted muwl  bath,
My only regret on this expedition was
thut I 'hal not my camera with me.

Ouse glorious mooulight evening three-

of us embarked in the Maori canoe and
glided up the river, through the avenues
aof mangroves, the moon casting her speil
over Lhe-earth, the mountainy and trees
all repeating themselves in the silvery
water! There was ne sound, save tho
splashing of the paddle, anl.l now' and
thien the ery of the wild duck, and the

weirid, plaintive wail of the murepor‘k.-

We coc-eed, and the silent mountaing
sent the echoes back with 'a lollow,
vault-like reverberation. Then, as if in
tuae with the ceriuess of our surround-
inga, our pilot teld us aeme of the weird
Mot legends and fulk lore of this part
of the country. On wé glided in the
shimwering light, till we reached a little
green island, where we landed and play-
od “tig” like school ehildren. 1 think
this wus jartly to shake ofl the ghostiy
feeling {lat had taken possession of us,
and partly to wait for the turning of
the tide, when we once more hoarded
our tiny vessel, and glided baek'through
the silent, solemn mangroves, singing
softly, keeping time to our captains
paddle.

Not the least interesting of our experi-
ences. wia a patiki spearing expedition.

We were auitably atlired in shoct skirts, - .

and” with uostockinged feet set out with
the torch and spear to the happy lunt-

ing pround at the. edge of thz incoming-

tide; and  as we ran along the damnp
=and,

fa\ces, and the phosphorous sparkling un-

der our feet, we felt like mermaids out.

on the spree, till we found ourselves
sinking in the aoft, Llack mul as we
Then
ihe escitement commenced; we looked
and caught sight every now and
tien of the “white bodies of Ahe flabfish
ledming in the toreh-light, dazzled by
the glare, while Lla duudly BPERAT came
down swiftly and suvely,
its paint the wriggiiug “mass which was
promptly deposited in the bag, and we

steppet on noisclessly looking for. more .
prey, il we bagged a goodly number'

of fiuc fish. -- .

. Anather ‘great eource of enjn)ment
were the liorses, perfectly trained to go
ip hifls, over bogs, through what seema
nt fivst sight '\huuit nnp-nctmble bual,

‘and down gnllics with the greatzst casa.

Many were ihe rides we -h'ul scouring
the eountry, somelines passing through
Maori  eettlements,  where  pigs  and
chickens appéar to be fricnls of the fam-
ily, anl for whom they seem to keep
open houre, uutil {he time comes for
them to be killed, when the aforeiime
friends are devonred with relish; some-
times serambling through the Im?h, when

one's position in the saddle scems very -
* precarious and uncertain, and where we

ate nikou heart. and eut rata Dboughs
for swings; symetinies tearing along the
smoetl fand on tho brach at a
gallop. the Dlood tingling in our .veins
with the unwented exercise.

The New: Zealund hush ia mdescnh-

ahle., Tts huge kauri-and puriri giants
wnake ene fecl very insignificant as they
apread their great hranches, and affard
welcome khelter Lo tlie delicate maiden-
hair, kidney, and grepe ferns from the
Vygiling muu, Lhere 14 a ealm, solemn
acnze “0f peace lere, where it would
be imporcibie to fer! lenely, and thera
is mo much to keep one continually in-
trrested, )
* Then there came the day for hnulinz
in wood.  Although it was pouring with
rain, .the horse was
woailen mledye, and oll werh iarled, In this
altogetler moval convdyanee, along. the
Beach, to the bnsl, we watched
the trecs being dexterously eat and piled
ap Lhe sledge, and » we were waoll
mackintoaled . we railer enjoyed the
rain than olherwide, ridiug back on fha
load of wood.

Now, 1 must pay wmy tribute to the

the copol, night. air immmﬂ, ouy

Lringing up on
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syer-courteons Mnori; n!wu_n happy and
good-natured, and always ready with &
kindly "“Kia Ora" or “Tena Koes™. for
the passer-by, Here is an old Maori
woman with - her child wrapped in s
ahawl on her bark coming along the
heach with two ragged, but picturesque’
little urchins in the rear, and as whe
passés .wishes me good morning, as 1 -
suppose, with a string of Muaori words
Lich T fdil t6 wnderstand, bul ¥ nod and
smile, and she mntmuea her jonrney.

How the small boys make me laugh with-
Here 13 the

their grotraque attitudes,
husband, with his kind old furrowed
face, and he, too, stops for = word or’
two; then I wish T eould speak “ll‘"‘l.
ut I can’t, se on Lie goes. Here is a’
merry group of Maori childrer. ome on
lLurse-back, all laughing and chatting’
happily together. How beautiful many
oug black eves, and gleaming white teeth.
Un thex pass, costing shadows in the
wet sand.  What a pieture for an artist,
of happy, careless, palpitating hwinan life.
So they keep passing ‘as L sit on the
sand and write, each equally mtprestmg
and good hum()ure(l

Qur delightful hoeliday has come to
an ead, and even now we tind ourselves
looking forward to our next visit to
JHokianga. ’

Nelson’s Signals Bungled.

FAMOUS FLAGS WHICH WERE
NEVER FLOWN,

R, W. G. PERRIN, the Adimniralty
librarian, has made the remark-
alle discovery that Nelson hLas
been prossly lilelled for more
than a lundred ycars. .

. Biographers, historians, marine paint-
.* ers, and the. decorators -of the .Nelson
—columin and the Admiralty buildings have
eonfused the two signal bocks in use in

1208 :" .

of them are, with their bright mischiev-

-at Trafalgar.

The same combination s shown at th.

T masthead of the VictoFy in all ﬁlo p.n-

tures of Trafalgar. .-

Xyery one knowa that Nelnan L] fnvon.r-
ite slgml was “Engage the ezemy more
closely.” He flew it at Trafalgar, and
he fléw it at Uopenhegen when, afied
puiting his telescope to his blind eye, ké
declared thet he waa “d——d if he saw™.
Sir Ilyde Purker's sigoal of recall. .

Scarcely & picture  Hustrating the
greater events in the admiral’s life bas
been " painted without what was sup-
posed  te be -a representation of thia.
signal. flytng from the ilagship’s mast-
head. . Now, after more than a hundred
yeara of error, it lLas been “discovered’
that the two flags shown in the pictures
mean’ something enure]y oppmed tn
what Nelson mt,endr.-d

The mistake arose fram the fact thlt
confilential naval signal books are print-
ed in blank. Only the outlines of the
flags ‘are marked; nnd the colours are
filled in at the Admiralty, the object
bLeing to lét as few poople into the seeret
28 pussible and to make it easy to keep
pace with the frequent ehanges that are
made in tha contidential eode.

Cne series of hlunk books was prmberl
n 1799, and the next in 1808, and con-
acquently -when & 1799 book was found
it was taken for granted that the signaia
it contained were these that were in use
It now appears, howaver,
that a new code was issued in 1604, mie
though the 1799 blanks were still used
for the flaga, It was the 1804 baook
that was in use at the time of Trafalgar,
and as a result the flags with which the
ships in the battle are usually bedecked,
theugh correet enough for the 1799 code,
are found io Dbe all wrong.uader I.lmt
which superseded it in 1804,

The flags which mean “Engage t.hu
enemy more clasely” jm the 1799 code
mean “Come to my asmstance" it ths .
1804 code.

Thera can be no question about tha
correctness of Mr. Perrin's discovery.
The book Ie has found is signed by Sir
Thomas Troubridge. Rear-Admiral Mark-
llam, Captain Sir Harry Neale, and Mr.
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THE. RIGHT AND' WRONG FLAGS IN

NELSON'S FAMOUS SIGNAL.

RED
vELLOW

BLUE

NEL.‘\OV'S I‘AVDUR['J.F ‘EIG\IAL
CLOSELY."

This xignal is usually represented as shown in

discovered, actually meant,
ls the correct signal,

the Navy in Nelson's time, with the re-
rult tlmt the great admirals fnmmu
pignal, “Engage the enemy more closely"
has.been rendered a8 “Come to my nssist-
ance’—probably the ona signal that Nel-
mont never conld have -mnde. Mere cul-
pable ktill, the immortal “Fngland ex-
prets that every man will do lna duty™
has boe turned into:—
- *Uaution befote bomuae neglect
‘provecding’ copy resist  advance
Anerica,  {The blanks- indicate flags for
which the 1804 code docu noL provide
r meaning.] L.

‘1t s this extrgor \llrnry ]uml:!e I.h'\l:
the epmhination of ilags flown every
21ut of October oo the old Victory mean.

" ENGAGE THE ENEMY MORE

f1), which, it has now been

“Come to my assistoznee,” in the code of 1804 (2}
which "Nelson - really hoisted.
Benjamin  Tucker—four officiala ~ who

were serving together at the Admiralty
only from January 21, 1804, to May 15
of the same yecar. Admiral Troubridge,
it will be remembered, was one of Nel-
aon's captaina,

The discovery will neceasitate the cor-
rection of thousands of books and pice
tures.

The Royal Unjted B2rvice Institutionm
will take steps to see that the correet
flugs are tlown in future, and this ‘year
the Vietery will hoist Nelson's actual
signa], and not one with the quaint corn.
hination of plrasea ending t'Advance—
Ameriea,” according to the code whick
Nulson used. '



