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xill empty iteell after a final eurtain.
df the weats are properly “turned up,”
there ig plenty of reem, eo they tell you.
Exactly so—IF everyone turna up tha
wrats and no accident oeccurs! There in
much virtue, or the contrary, in an “if.”
1f we are in perfect health and the pos-
#aasors of perfectly working digeations,
we can sup off crayfish, cold reast pork,
wnd bottled beer. Hutb “if” ever so small
& derangenent takes place in our in-
ternndd the results of such a meal are
likely to prove disastrous. Likewise, our
theatres cun admittedly empty wunder
normal condittong in a purprisingly short
while. But just suppose a panic, even a
maderate one, A shawl or an opem
cloak weuld jam; a man would faint
(more likely than m girl}; then the
peats in the stalls, orchestfa stalls, or
dreas circle of most theatres in the Do-
minion would bocome & shambles where
the life would be stamped out of the
helpless. The scene does not bear think-
ing of. Co
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Then there is the mntter of ashestas
iron fire-proof curtains. Until you
force proprietors to aupply these within
& spacitied period, they will never be
supplied—only talked about, and pos-
sibly promised. The attitude of theatri-
cal managers is well shown in the re-
port of a meeting held at Sydney, which
dennunged the Christehurch by law as
“arbitrary in 'the eXtreme!”. The reply
to thia is that no regulation that secks
to accure plain justice to theztre-goers,
eombined with safety and comfort, ean
Le toe arbitrary. (nly the other day,
Auckland lud experiences proving the
need for ‘a regulation to safeguard the
public againat imposition, Feorea  of
people who had paid for seats in the
orchestral stalls were crowded out, and
had to be content with seats in the ordi-
nary stalls, U'nder a proper system, such
s ia to be introduced in Christehurch,
no apportunity woull arise for the
epoliation of the public in this fashion.
1f it is not “obtaining money under false
pretences” to sell & thing which you are

_mot in a position to dispuse of, there is
need fer a new legal degnition. No
doubt the practice in vogue is illegal, but
people prefer to “‘grin and bear it" rather
than create a disturbance or raise a law-
suit. The remedy lieg with the owners
¢f theatres, not enly for this evil, but
wlgo for those of overcrowding, and dan-
ger in case of fire or panic. 1f they do
not voluntarily introduce these' reforms,
they will have Lo act under compulsion
of law. It is tn be hoped that the
wealthy and public-spirited men who
own the theatres and opera houses in
our large cities will of their own volitien
take stepa in the desired directions:
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No dreams ever come true?- in other
words, do events Lhat “huppen” in
dreamna ever ocvcur afterwards in Teal
Tife, in such a way that the occurrence
can truly be said to be a fulflment of
the dream?  Most people in this mat-
ter-of-fact age simply laugh at the idea,
or when cenfronted witlh an - instanea
that eannot be laughed away, take re-
fugn in the theory of “ceincidence.”
What matter, say they, though an occa-
Hional dream has something like a ful-
filment?  What of the thousunda of
dregins that never come true?
would be 3 very effective retort if it
were contended that all dreams partake
nf the nuture of warnings or previsions;
lLut ne one has ever made ruch a claim.
In ihe words of Tom Hood—

“Soue dreama we have are nothing more
than dreamr—
Tinnatural, and full of contradictions;
But others of our mare romantic schemesg
Are aomething vlwe than fictions.”

Thinking it possible that some of our
renders might have had experiences of
“dreams thut come true” we offersd
prizea fur the best true narrative of a
dream anmd its fulillment.  The result
excoeded all expectution, for a ladpe
humber nf theidenta,
fucta,
tora, and rome of the more striking will
be found in another purt of this issue.

"'hese rlories bear & cloae resemblance to ©

othera that have heen told of dream ex-
periencen;
for by writers, they must carry more

ronviction than the apnonymous narrs- |

tives nftey published. The dream storien
peut in for the competition do not adk
deal will disastern. There ia one that
tells how the dreamer waa led to ‘back &
winning horse; another In & very pur-
posclesa case of prevision in the matter

That -

vouched “Tor as
have been described by competi- |

nt, being pernonally. vouched -

of shaving water. But the very trivl-
ality of this narrative argues the reality
of prevision, since in puch case no theory
of foreboding or anxiety will satinfactor-
ily acount for the dream.
LB |

‘What is the philosophical eaplanation
of the phepomencn of prophetic drewms?
The occultists tell us that Time is & mere
illesion, and what we call Past, Present
and Future are in reality the same.
Hence, if human beings can riee superior
to the sonditions of this life, which are
the eause of the illusion, they are able,
in greuter or lesser degree, to see occur-
rencea long before they happen. 1t is
an enlargement of vision analegous to
that which one obtains on dimbing &
Liill, only it remults from an exaltation
of mpiritual atate. This is the whole
theory o¢f prophecy. There are people
to-day, called elairvoyants, who in their
normal cenditinn ¢laim to be able to aee
what ordinary mertals call '“the Future.”
There are others who get this power
of pre-viston when in o trance condition;
others, agnin, are raised inte the proper
state when aaleep, The dreams deserib-
ed by our conipetitora are, according fo
this theory, the dreama of people who
in their slecp are capable of entering on
a phne of existence in which they nre
unhampered by feshly conditions; In
which their minda are impressed direct-
ly, and they gain information of  ocenr-
renees to come. In general, auch dream-
era can distinguish between dreams of
foresight- and those that are “nothing
more than dréamr” The firat prize nar.
rative, published -in thie issue, gives an
instance of a dream-warning thai. was
heeded, posaibly with the result thai the
dreamcra life was saved. This incident
proves that dreams may have their uses,
and are mnot  surh \ml\ubstantml
stuffl as they arc’ generally supposed to
be, It also seams to show that people
in A certain ‘stage of intoxication may
have the gift of peering into the future.
A sport.mﬂ story “suggests that if the
power of “picking \wmm:ra" were generxl-
Iy developed, there would be an end of
gambling on horse races, for everyome
would be in the position of backing &
“dead cert.” - The gambling reformers
might do worse than lock mtu this na-
pect. of the l]l.'lE:thlJ.

Our - Illustrations.

BAMOAN GIRLS MAKING HAVA.

Kova is prepared from the arcmatic
and pungent root of a tree belonging to
the pepper family, and the dusky epicure
thinks as highly of a good brew as a
bon viveur does of the fineat vintage that
ever left Framce. “Soapy water” ia the
comment that invariably rises to the lips
of the atranger who taates this concoe-
tion for the first time, but even he gets
to like it after a while. In the old days
kava was prepared by the youngest and
prettiest girls of the viilage, who chewed
the root, ‘‘the resull” being mixed with
water in & big wooden bowl, and then
strained through cocoanut filire. The
brewing and subsequent drinking were
attended by an interminalle amount of

etiquette and ceremonial, which has just

about the antithises of the custom of the
gentleman in the East Tnd of Londen,
wha picks up his “pot” and settles it
with no mare than a curt “Cheer, 0! to
hiy pal.  The nitive takes life easy, and
nothing delights him more than a littie
cezemiony and ahow—the more triwial the
ocension the better—and he lavizhes al,
his ingenuity on the drinking .of his
favourite beverage, Nuw~ad:\.ys you will
pee them grinding it wp in a caffee mill. and
mixing it in any old thing handy in

" plage of the time worn bowls, which in

the course of many brewlags acquired n

 beautiful pink tint on the inside, resamb
. ding fine-enamet

This ig the hellmerk
of a howl of vatue: 'Thé effect of kava in
peculiar. Youw may.be.as clear in the
head as an Arbitration Court Judge, but
when- yeu gut up to take leave of your
liospitable hoat, you discover to your dis-
may that you mre undeniably intoxicated
ap to your nether limbs, and it you per-

* miat in leaving your moorings you de-

scribe parabelic curves, rhomboids, and
pcalene  triangles, which, would lave
purzled Fuclid to demonsfrate, let alone
prove. 1f the cocea-nut eup has paased
freely the best plan is to mimply nit and
think, and postpona sl mgngemenu TE-
quirng a pertpnum eﬂur\ '
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OUR CRITICS.-II. :

HE stutement that we have no

. horizon, and that we only inter-

est ourselves in local affairg, has

a good deal to recommend it at

. first sight., For we undeniably
do take o great interest in our own little
corner of the universe, and we like to
hear of the doings of our compatriota
when they leave us for other climes. Our
newspaper - locals ' are generally trie to
their name, and doubtless to many people
appear trivial. But the question is not
so wuch whether we take an interest in
gur own aflaira, but whether we confine
our interest in these affairs.” For =il
men take most interest in what is near
them. Any mother worthy the name will
feel far moure concern over haby's first at-
tack of or chicken-pox than
she feels over. the ravages of the sleep-
ing siekness among the matives of
Africa. Me would be an extraordinary
fran whao did not experience more conedrn
at the burglary of a few pounds worth
of goods from his own house than over
the looting of a bank or strong room .in
Ttussia involving many thousunds. It
is' not the greatness of anything that
most maves us; it is itz nearness to our-
selves. Nor is the instinet to be eon-
demned, It makes- for patriotiem, for
love of home, for love of family. - We can
not 4et out to regenerate the world, but
we ran ity to improve the small eorner of

measles

the world in which we are placed. .-
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What we want is .not less fiational
spirit, but more, Odd as it may seem to
those  whe . assert that we are always
blowing owy own little tin trumpet, we
are strangely distrustful of ourselves, We
are only feeling our way to natinnal life,
and the cultivation of a natioral ideal.
We are too prong Lo believe everything

English is better thanlour local produc-

-further afield.

tion. We don’t say 80 in print, and ‘we
seldom say so in apeech, but we always
act as if we thought se. Why, otherwise
is it that we always send Home for men
to fill our best pogts? If we want a good
engineer, or a professor for the univers-
ity, or & bishop for the Church, or an ex-
pert in any department of art or com-
meree, we invariably advertise in the

Englich. papers and ask the Home autho-
rmeri to cheose g man,

® @ @
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. If we were as concelted as some of our
crities- make out, we.wonld surely choose
& man from amongst ourselves. But the
truth iz that in spite of cur outward
boastfulness, we are at heart unduly diffi-
dent of our own powers. We mistrust
the real ability of our own men, nad feel
that for any really high and impertant
position it is better to look for a man
. And this system, while
much can be said for it, is far from being
wholly good. It goes far to discourage
native talent. However brilliant one of
oitr own students may be, he feely that he
can never atiain to the highest and most
coveted educational prizes. The coloniak
parson realises that the best posts in the
Church will be given to imported clergy.

‘The clever boy knows from the start that

the pluma in his profession are not for
him to gather. And not oxly. iz the sya-
tem bad in 30 far as it tenda to discpur-
age native talent, but also wany of the
men sent out are out of teuch with colo-

~mnial . ways and colonial aspirations.
. we would become a nation with national

characteristiva we roust
greater spirit of self reliance.

cultivate a
Our judges,

_our lishops, our professors,” our . engin-
. eera, nur experte must be native horn,

FProvably at first they might not be so
good or se experienced as the imported
article, but all young nations must learn
to walk slong before they cam (\xpect to

run,
¢ & & -

But it ia far from true that we take
no interest in the great world cutside.
Dnes the average Englishman know more
about New Zealand than the average New

' per vent.

Zealander knows about EnglandT. How
many Londoners could tell you the namey
of any of our Ministers? Very few, and
yet moat colonialy know Asquith and
Morley and Jehn Burne by more than
neme only, When Ballance died, tha
KEngiish evening papers announced “Death
of Premier,” and the man’in the street
felt- aggrieved when he bad bought his
paper,
known premier of a place he had mever
heard of, Yet when Campbell-Bannerman

" died, all New Zealand mourned his loss.

We are told that we take but little inter-
est in great Churchmen at Home, yet it
is not so long age that Knglish Church-
men always contempiucusly referred to

colonial bishops who had gone back ta

England as ‘ returned empt:es"

- L& e e
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Indeed, what has strick me most in
the colony ia' the great interest which
people take in Fuvopean aflaire. [ have
known out-buck settlers whe had a most
intelligent grasp of foreign politics, living
remote from any large centre of activity,
they scem better able 1o take a bird’s-eye
view of the world’s doings, "The average’
Londoner conflnes his atiention to Len-
don. He mostly ignores everything else,
and is wefully ignorant not only of Ku-
rope and the outlying paris of the Bri
Empire, but evén of his own provinces,

b @ ©-" , -

A young country should be opLimisl.ic.
it should be proud, of its achievements in
the past, and hopeful for its future. 1%
cannot be expected Lo have L}xe wide hori-
zon of plder lands; but we do pot limit
our outlook to our own islagds; rather
do we take a sympathetic interest in the
welfare of the world &t large, while not
neglectful of our own. Next week I

 hope to offer a few remarks on the _gues=
tion of our aIleged paganism,,

During the last flve years the popu-
lation -of New Zexland has increased just
twice a8 !ast ag that of the Common-
wealth, and however Mr. Deakin and Sir
‘Wm. Lyne may try to explain ihis fact,
it is a very bad advertmement for Aus-
tralia, Eithér the. eou:ntry must not be
what i} is claimed to be, or its advan-
{ages are neutralised by hadgovemment.
Between the natural increase oi.the Da-
mainien and this ecountry there is little
difference; it is further off Europe, has
uot been gettled half as long, and waa at
the date of last census nearly six timesx
as thickly inhabited as Australia. Naver-

- theless, whilst our population has grown

at little more than 4} per cent yearly,
New Zealandfn has increased by over 3
Whereas since 1001 the ‘num-
ber of souls per square mile has risenm in
ihe latter frem 7.4 to near 9 in the for-
mer, it has only grown from 1.27 to 1

" In this respect, while our neighbour al-’

most ranks with suzch old eolonised Ntates
of the American Union as California and
Florida, Austraiin can only find a paral-
lel for its emptiness in the newest terri-

tories,

The genblemln who has been hanging
on to land round nbout Sydney, m the
expectation that some day meighbours will
build and make his little lot valuable, ia
getting desperate, wow. thai a municipal

. lamd-tax hus arrived. One estate in ad-
- vertieing that it will give the possession
. and use of lJand free to builders,

When a
salec has been made, the land will hava
1o be paid for, bu{ at & very. low price.
The estate wants, of course, to dodge tha
Jand-tax on at-present unoccupied blocks.

. Also, tired of waitimg for womebody else

to build on nejghbouring lend, it iz driven
to almost give away some of its own land,
8o Ap L0 creaie & demand for the alance,
It all shows that the land tax is doing
just what ita friends ssid I‘ would, Vh.'
forcing land into use, . 7 L
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to find that it was only an ‘un-



