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In and Out of Parliament.

Notes on’ Public Men and _Aﬂairs.

Mr. J. W, Shackleford will enntest Lhe
Eden seat i the Govermuent intereat.
N * &

Mz, Massey dewlares thut L'!u-rt'rwill be
Oppusition candidutes for sixty seats.

]

L

Theé groma punlic debt of New Zealand
on March J1 lnst was £60,453,807,

x

The second reading of the Loan Ian,
authorising the ruizng of £ 1,250,000,
was earried on July 8th,

o

Tha  question  of placing Qovernment
sleamers on the Wangunut River is un-
der consideration.

LA

Tt has heen decided to send an experi
to Raralonga to investigute the condi-
tigns of the fruit industry there,

I 4

There will probably he three candidates

for the Tarama seal -the  gitling
member and Messva, (4 B Hellringer and
W, ;. Mulone.

JC I

Mr. A, R. Crane, managing director of
the Atickland Farmera' Uwion, has heen
asked 4o contest the Marsden s[‘lt m the
l.;ovn.rmnenL interest. . .

£

Dr. Chopple is anxious that the Gao-
vernment should toke sieps to have chil-
drenn attending public-sciivols medically
examined periodically.

AN dr()p of £_§10.R4. in t.h__c Customg
rewenue,. which 18 shown fgr, the Juns .
quarler, s fattriduted - by the Prime
Minister to 1he redoctinus in the tavilf,

T

There was a uel inerease in revenue
for the three moniha ended June 30 last,
as compared  wilh the rxponding
period for last year, of

. B

(_]'pin'ums on the Budgel.—Mr. Massey;
“Ac-policy of plunge,”  The “Dominion:
“A job-lot Budget.™ The “N.Z. Times":
YA Dudget of connmoen seose, of Iegili-
nutte hape, of sceope unprecsdented.”

.
sty “Joseph Ward is confideni that a
natjongl superanomation fung coull be
earried out suceessfully  with great ad-

vantage to the penple and ‘ilfl‘t) to the
(.'uuntr\

\.&u

£ GRY

oo

Ministers state thal Ieiore the estah-
lislument of a branek of the Royal Mint
in the Domipion swoeold be frasible s
larger loeitl oyt of gold wouhd  he
neeensary. Fhe loss at present woubld
exceel {20,800 annuadiy. -

.

The nuwbwr. of. old age pension puy- ~
menty Lpst yedy was 158,782, as compared
with 152502 in the previous year, an
intrease of G250, or 4.12 per cent. The
tote]l mmount of  the payments  was
£323220, as agalnst. £314,204 paid out
in the preceding year.

r S

Mr. Jokn Huntor, n wellknown cone
tractor, is ||uﬂnll|ely announved as the !
Upposition candidate for the Masterton
ment, ngainat Mr. Hogg, the present ment- -
bher.

N Li

OnJoly "Tth, on the mation of the
Prime Miniater, the follhwing committes
was gt up to go into the question of the
new I‘arlmmenmry Tuildings, and to re-
porl on ‘the propossd sliea: Messrd. Rar-
2lay, B.numP W. ¥Fraser, Irard, Marnoy,
the Homs.” Hall-Tones and Guinnesa, Hir
Wm. 8teward, and Sir J, Ward

. Majority Bill,

" House -the time baos arrived

_North

_expenditnre £357,851.

There is suid to be strong apposition
to the Secoml Mallot B5ill even in the
Ministerial rauks.  These objectors say
there mmuy BLe a chanve for an Absolute
Lut there is very little
fer o bLill embodying the principle of a,
secend election in cunes where the ledd-
ing candidate has nol poiled an absoluie
majority of the votesa.

B I

Notice of motion has been given by Dr.
Chapple “That- in the opinion of the
when the
HCUCRALTY mmmumLy of inlerest within
tach electorale requires that the present
nonmber of electorutes in the Routh Is-
lund remnin, and that a proportionate
number of new mcmbers be given to the
Island, in order to preoserve the
representation on a population basia.”

L

“While n lot of pood work has been
done in the North,” said Mr. C. H. Poole
during the night debate on the Loan Bill,
“there is a strong fecling that in many
inatances the money spent in road-mak-
ing is simply thrown away, because there
has nol been a close aystem of inapection.
The work is being scamped, and the
money. instead of being expended in work
of a permanent natore, 13 just being
wagtad.”

o

The annua! report of the Post and Tele-
graph Department shows that the total
receipta for  the past financial year
amonnied to £322.610, and the expendi-
ture to £709,204. The revenue from the
poatal branch was £478,388 and the ex-
penditure £351,443. The telegraph and
telephone revenue was £344,251 and the
The toial revenue

that of 19067 hy £76.38% and
th, s-xpumht.ure by £80,903,
LEl S
TREVENTION OF QUACKERY

Mr. Hornshy's Qlu.n'l\m'y I‘lovcntmn
Bl ean e set-out in a very few liwes.
Briefly, il is this: 1t shaH not be lawful
to advertise or supply ahy preparation
of redicine or ‘appliance altegud to be
for the prevention, alleviation, or cure
of any human atlment er physical defect
that is declured by o judge of the Su-
preme Court, on the application of the
chief healthh officer, to be harmful to
health, or or such 2 nature or such s
fraudulent charactor that. it cannot have
the effect elaimed for it, or cannot eifect
the purpose for which it was supplied.

I B .
MANAWATU RAILWAY.?

exceeded

S ey

TiES

A Lill dealing with tire State pur-
cluse of the Wellington-Manawatu rail-

way is  rendered necessary by the
fact  that {the existing . legisintion
on - the - subject  dors not  provide

for the railway vesting in the Crown ¢n
maturity of the notice of intention to
purchase, In view pf this, it is proposed
to introduce a Dbill to provide for the
vesting nf the line.in the Crown an the
expiry. of .notice of jntention te purchase,
namely, on Bocember 7 next. If the hill
pusrea, it will have the effeet of placing
the .whale aof Lhe railway between Auck-
land and Wellington in the posscseion of
thes CGGoverminent n _tine - for tha .com-
mencement af the fast through mail ser-
viee, and will at the same time leave tha
company entirely unhampered aa-to when
it wilt take the necessary steps to bring
the question of the sasessment of price
to Dhe paid for its line before the arbitra-

-tion trahl-na! pmvnd d ior in:the Act

. PR .f |
- INDUSTRIAL AR‘BITRAT!ON

The Covernineiit ' measure to amend
ihe Twdustrial Conelliution and Arbitra-
tion Act proposes imporiant changes in
the law, 1t prevides that.everyIworker
who is & party to a atrike shull be liable
to a penwliy of £10, logether with a
further prnalty of £1 for every week
during which he Tremning .8 periy. to a
atrike. The penaliy on.empioyezs Jor a
Inck-out is £200, topethet with a further
penalty of £50 for every week during

'worker, of £:200, It
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which ke remuins a party to a lock-out.
Every person inciting, aiding, or abet-
ting . & lock-out nhall be liable to &
penalty in the rase of workers of £10,
and in the case of indusirial anions,
cmployers, or pereens gother than
is alsy made un-
lawful for any person to make a gift
in aid of peranna who are parties to,
strikes or lock-outs, or to publish any
expression af approval of such lock-outs
or strikes in any newwpaper.

A penalty of £50 er a term of three
months’ imprisonment is provided in the
case of any striker who (without giving
hia employer not less than 21 days’
nottee in writing of his intention) mtrikes
wlen employed in industries connceted
with the manufacture of gas, electric
light, bread. supply of milk, sale or de-
livery of toal, woerking of tramways ot
ruilways, or other industries affecting the
public health or safety. The penalty for
inciting an offence aguinst this section ia
threc menths' imprisonment or a fine of
£10 in the case of a worker or £200
in the case of a persen other than a
worker. Any union convicted of an im-
fringement of this section shall be liable
to have its registration suspended for
any period not exceeding three years,

Couneils of Canciitution, conaisting of
4 magistrete and two expert assessors,
are to tuke the place nf Boards of Con-
ciliation, and the Arbitration Court is
also to have two cxpert assessors added
to it. - ln waking awarda the Court
ahall have power {o provide for o “nceds”
wage, and also an “exertion” wage.

The Bill, which corsista of 67 clauses,
has been referred to the Labour Dills
Committes. .

FC I 4
RECOND BALLOT BILL.

Amongst the hills circulated ia
Becond Ballot Bill,

the
which aims at the

nmendment. of the electoral laws by in- |

troducing the system of a second hbullot.
The system ia alrendy in force in Uer-
many in substantislly the zame forni as
that proposed by the hill, and is designed
io prevent any candidate at 2 Parliament-
ory election being returned by a minority
of the total number of votes recorded.
1f at any election no candidate obtains an
abablute majerity of votes, a second bal-
lot 'is to be held between the candidates
who obtain the first and srcond places

at the first hallot: the ather enndidates

being excluded. The system is esentially
simple and eusily worked, and the length
af the bill is duc to the inclusion of a
number of clatrzed dealing with contingen-
¢ies which would seldom ocenzr, but for
which it s necessary Lo make due pro-
vision.

Lok A
THE ACCOUNTANTS™ DBILL,
Soute discussion ensued whea the A

countants’ Bill came up for consideration
in committee.  Under . sulvsection {¢) of
¢lause ¥, peraons who have heen praclising
continuously in New Zealand for five
vears are entitled to registration.. Mr.
Wilford wurged that thz: word -
shguld e struck out, and the period re-
dured to twvo vears. He also asked that
the words " New Zealand ” ahould give
place . to “any part of the British Em-
pire”  Mr, Hanmg
character should: alse be considered in
{he matter of anditing.. The Frime Minis-
ter sail he woull amrae to substitute-a
ihree years' tenn of continuous practiee,
but thought it.-wiser to reatriet the quali-
fieation to New Zcaland. The provision

of the Act wad accordingly dmended from’

five to three years. Several wminos amend.
ments weve offected, and a division was

taken -on the prnpum\l to strike out the .

provision making it illezal for an un-
registered arcmmtm\t 1o,.call himself a
“ public aveountant.” ‘The clause passed
the committee by 43 votes to 16.°

-

FRIENDLY -SOCHSTIES.

In the .Friendly- Socintivs™ Consolida-
tion Bill, the greater .portion of the 182
Act ix Te-enacted, and a number of pro-
vigions from the lutest ¥nglish law are
included.  Several térommendations of
the . Friendly Societies’ Conference find
a placs in the measurs. The beneflts of
repiatration are extended to soms new

claxam: of societies, which hawe come into -
existence sinee the passing of the pre-

vlona' Avt, and ‘provisica i3 made -to

secure that the fees chargeatie by socie- i

tiew . tia ropistered -in futore, and ibat
new bramches of existing societles &ahilk
be adequate to provide the promised

" five”

said the guestion. of .

- 1908

* benofits, - The former office of Puble
Valuer of Mriendly Hocieties is supers
seded by that of Actuary of Friendly
Boeictias, snd nRew proposzls are insected
providiog that societiea shall submit
their accounts to auditors appointed un-

“der the Act. - Actuarial valuation of
friendly societies m made compulsory in
the registrar’y department, and it is pro-
vided as a further safeguard of friendly
aociety members that no more than two-
thirde of the value of any lands or buid-
ings may be advanced upon them by way
of mortgage. Hestrictions are also
posed in regard to friendly mocicties® in-
vestments in meeting places. Another
important clause affords to societiea or
branches having an adequate rate of con-
tributions an actuarial certificate to thak
effect free of charge,

L

ATTACUK 0\ -THE DOMINION'S
[ " CREDIT. .

Tn the course of the debate on the Loan
Bill, the Preme Minister made serioua
allegations an the subject of attempts to
damapge the country’s credit,

“A strong pgeneral effort haa heen made
for some time past to weaken the geaeral
finance of this country,” said the Pre.
mier. “Tor some time past there has
bLeen a gustained and organised campaign
to weaken the financial position of this

country. These are weighty words to
use, but T aprak deliberntely apnd ad-
visedly.” 8ir Joseph added that he pos-

gessed evidence to prove thia allegation
which would surprise members, and he
proposed to divulge it in the course of
the financial debate. I will do it,” he
paid, “in a manner that will aatenish
the House. 1i I can get permission to
use correspondence that I have inm my
hands, T will prove it up to the hilt,”

L
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LAND SETTLEMENT FIGURES

The number of new gettlers in the
Dominion d'# ing last year under all ten-
ures totalled 2235, and the total nzmber
of Crown tenants of all description now
oh the books is 24,006,

During the year the purchase of 18

- cstates was enmipieted under the Land

for Settlements Acl, comprising 126,868
acres, ‘the price paid being £565,728,
The total area acquited to the end of
last year was 1122135 acren, at a cost
of §.4,501 RN year. 1508-9
ihe commitments include eipht estates,
cantaining 101,634 acres, for which about
£336,135 is to be paid. Several other
Inrge eslates are under consideration.

From their inception to the present
date the Native TLand Boards have
leased on behalf of native ownera 165,687
acres, and sanciioned the private alicna-
tion of 1.089.020 acres.. This makes a
total of 1.254,605 acres rendered avail-
able far settlement, and it is expected
that the area will be lurgely angmeated
on the completion of the work uf thu
KNative Land (‘omnnssmn.

N
THE MUSICIANS'

BILT..

The Musicians’ Bill, which was Lrought
down last sessioa. and. subsequently re-
ferred to .the Conference of Musicians,
was again intreduced by Mr Sidey dur-

. ing the week, and read a second time,
pra forma. The bili has slight modi-
- fications and umendiments on the meaa-
ure brought .down last year, and hax
Teen - n'furvd “to the ]uiucatlou Com--
mittee; _: e .

. e

THE HOLIDAY QUESTION,

A bill has been cireulated, aiming at
a better provision for the observance of
certain days as public hiolidays. Labour
Day shall hereafter be deemed o be on
the third Monday in Qctober, and uot
on the second Wrednesday inm October.
The reference to the Prince of Wales'
Birthday in the third achedule of the
Banking Act of 1908 is repealed, and
Dominion Day, SBeptember 26, ia sub-
stituteil.  The Act alse provides for
the olservance 'of bunk holideys falling
on any other day than Monday, being
observed on  the following Monday.
\blrops and offices will-vhserve the birth-
day of the Hovereign npdn the next suc-
cecding Monday. When Christmas Day
and New Year's Day fall on & Bunday,
and “when the birthday of the reigning
sovereign falla on mny other* day than
Monday, the holiday- st ¢ obaerved
on ihe succeeding Monday.



