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The News of the Week

IN THE DOMINION,

[S—

Parliament meets for its:final session
on Moaday, Jube 29th.

The price of bread in Christchurch has
been advanced to 7d for cash and Tid
buvked per 4lb loaf,

The master bakers of Napier intend to
raise the price of bread by id. per 2ib.

. loaf ps from June L.

There are abowt 20,000 civil servanis
in the Dominion, of whom 5,060 are lo-
cated in Wellington.

At a meeting of the Cabinet lnat week,
it was decided to supply the Auckland
Acclinetisation Scetety with 500,000
rainbow trout ova.

A public meeiing on May 1Bth decided
io establish a museumm in Feilding. A
number of valuable articl=s liave already
Leen received, and promisel.

The Government has purchased a pro-
perty on the Waikanae beach, near the
leading lights, as a site for = mew gaol
for Gisborne. ..

The sum of £12 was stolen from the
guard's van of the express train on May
19th, during the journey between Auck-
land and Remuersa.

Deer are becoming unpleasantly plenti-
ful in the Wairarapa district, where on
one sheep farm last year 2,000 were shot
43 “nuisances.”

Itiis estimated that New Zealand has
an available coal supply of 1,200,000,000
tons, of which sot more than 20,600,000
tons have been touched, .

Enormous numbers of rainbow trout
have been observed im the Waikato
River at various places between Wal-
rakei and Waictapu.

Frederick Hall, who was found guilty
of an attempt te murder Alex. J, Muir
at Lyttelton on March 7, has been aen-
tenced to imprisonment for life.

Christchurch tramway- employees are
siring grievances, and if they do not get
eatisfaction from the Tramway Board
will inveke the aid of the Arbitration
Court.

At Masterion, it has been resolved to
tako & pell of the ratepnyers on a pro-
posal to borrow a sum of £30,000 for the
purposes of extending the drainage and
Bewernge system of the borough.

Angora goats are in demand through-
out the Dominion, farmers paying ae
liigh a price as £3 10s. for one of these
animals, because of their usafulness in
checking the growth of noxious weeds,

Owing to the very small attendance,
Mr. Toin Mann, the Socialist leader, ra-
fused to speak at Hastings, stating that
the experichice was unigue in Lis 20
yeara- leeturing.

A young lady, Miss Minnie Hart, was
#aken with a heart seizure at His Ma-
jeuty’s Theatre, Auckland, on May 1Bth,
and died soon after she was taken to
neighbouring chenist’s shop.

For the first time in the histery of
the Otago Harbour Board it is expeet-
ed that the income from the Hoard's
endowments will total
close of thia financial year.

Northern Hteamship Company’as ae-
counts show a net profit for the year of
(£8T7B 6/, A dividend of T per cent
sbacrba £8,68! 3/4, and £1,288 12/11
dp carried forward.

Masterton Borough Councit has de-
cided to purchase the Masterton Show
Grounds for recreation purposes, subject
to the approval of the ratepayers being
gecured, :

A housemaid in one of the large board-
fnghouses in Hamilten, whilst cleaning
put one of the bedrooms found that a
toothibrush made of celluloid had been
jgnited by the sun’s raye shining through
& gloes decanter full of water.

A poll was taken by the Kawhia

. County Council on May 21at for authority
to borrow £2000 for incressing wharf
accommodation at Kawhia, huilding
sheds at Oparaw, Kinchaku, and Awaroa.
The proposals were carried by BY to R,

Heavy north-westerly gales interferad
with ahipping on tha West Coast of the
North Island on Baturday and Bunday
last, The scow Maroro, seven dnya over-
due from Wanganui to Raglan, is report-
ed missing,

"+ In the Magistrate’s Court, in & ¢ase in

*wrhich & tenant sued his landlord for
damage done to furpiture by vermin in

" he landlord’'s houss, Dr. McArthur held
fhat thera was no implied centract oa

- Roberts

£16,000 at the’

the part of a landlerd in letting o house
that the building was -Labitable,

A prisoner named Frederick lall, who
has since Leen sentencal at Christehurch
to imprisonment for life for attempted
murder, tore up a blanket in his cell
while awaiting trial, and wade a rope
from it, which he presumably intended
to use in an attempt to escape. The at-
tempt, however, was frustroted.

Tenders Lave lbeen dealt with Ly the
Goverament a3 under for the erection of
the Neddon Blemorinl at Wellingtoh:—
Edwards and Sen, Wellington, £2746
{accepted) ; W. J. Helyer, Wellington,
£2BG8 19/0; Michael ¥rain, Wellington,
£3645; J. Bouskill, Auckland, #£3#0;
J. and A, Wilson, Wellington, £ 3906,

Reuter's Telegram Company has de-
clared the wsual dividend at the rate of
five per cent per annum for the half-year
ended December 3lst. The amcunt of the
conipany’s reserves is now £83,152, Cash
in lhand, bills and investments at Decem-
ter 31, atoed at £118,316, and freeheld
properties were valued at £45,899,

Tke jubilee of the Loyal Nupier Lodge,

Independent Order of Gddfellows, Man-
<hester [Tnity, established in 1858, was
celebrated by a reunion on Suturday
night. The function was numerously at-
tended, and the speakers included the
Mayor (Bro. J. Vigor Brown), and Bros.
J. Bmith and Madeley, of Wellington.

Tvan Black, who pleaded guilty at the
Wellington Magistrate's Court to cen-
dueting a scheme by which prize money
wig gained by a mode of chance, waa
fined £10 and costs. Accused had insti-
tuted n sweepstake on the Wanpanuai
Bteeplechnse, and ticketa had been dis-
tributed all over New Zealand,

At loat census there werp 124,502
marriageable bachelors and 114,959 spin-
steras in the Dominion. The excess of
bachelora over spinsterg is 9,633, or 10B
pingle young men for every 100 single
mirla.  In.190]1 there were net enough
young men to go round, the propertien
heing 07 to every 106G girls of marriage-
able age. -

Jogeph Coddei, owner of the launch
Matakana, which collided with the Lady
in the Lower Habouwr on the
night of Easter Raturday, has been
committed for trial at  Dunedin,
on a charge of manslaughter. Mr. Hay,
solicitor for accused, contended that an
error of judgment, which was the finding
of the coroner's jury, could ot be made
a ground for a charge of manalaughter,

The new Y. M.CA. Buildings in Wel-
lington were officially opened on May
10th, in the presence of a very large num-
ber of visiters, by Mrs, Willinms. The
building, with extras, cost about £ 14,000.
About £2000 is new requirel for fur-
nishing. There are forty bedroomsin the
building.  Addresses were delivered by
the Irime Minister, the Mayor, Mr. Ait-
ken, and the Honr. G. Fowlds

At the Supreme Court, C

tistehureh,

on  May 22nd, Alexander Robin-
Bo was charged  with  the -
Alaughter of his mother, Marguret

Robinson, whom he is allrgel to have
neglected to provide with the necessities
of life, by reason of which she died, He
was also ebarged with failing to provide
her with medical atténdance. Evidence
was given similar to that in the Court
belew, .

At the adjourned innuest touching the
death of Ednund John Bourke, who was
found sorue days ago in & dying comdi-
tion at Westport, subsequently succumbh-
ing, the jury returned a verdict express-
ing the belief thut Bourke et his death
by foul play, and that Uonnelley, Hali-
men, and Anderson were all iimplicated.
Haliznen and Anderson stand charged
with murder. Cennelley ia the Crown’s
chief witnesa against the two prisoners,

That there was justification for the
establishment of a female employment
bureau in Wellington by the Lubour De-
partment is borne out by the applications
made thereto during the flrst week of 1ty
exlstence. About twenty employers hnve
applied for servants, whila about forty
applicationa have been reecived from per-
pona deslroua of obtaining employment,
the warinus callings representel being
Lonsemaids, waitrsassy, housckeepers,
nuraes, cooka, general servants, ladylelps
and charwomen. The bureaw hss been
inatrumental ln pecuring employment for
a fair proportion of the appiieants.

A very fina collections of Hims of New
Zealand life and sconery (eaperia!ly of the
Hot Lakees district) has been to the Fran-

co-Britich Exhibition, in erder 1o nonilia-
rise the Leitish aml Continental viators
with the pussibilities of New Zealand < a
cruntry fur settliment, comumerce, spure,
and fur recuperation in especially beauti-
ful and henlthful surrcundinga.

Hawks and Rabbits st Rotoraa.

A letter received by ihe Rotorun Itud
and Gur Club from Mr T. ¥, Donne,
General Magagrer of the Departount of
Tourists und Health Hesorts, deals with
guestions of intercst. Mr Donne writes:
A rogards the poisoning of  rabhits
within the district: PPoisoning is proh-
ably the mast fertile souree of featheraed
game destruction in New  Zealand, but
of conrse sportsimen must recognise that
the subjection of the yabhit pest is of
greater Importance pencrally to e dis-
trict than is the protection of game,
aml I think there is no chanee of the
Steek  Department heing  influeneed ta
discontinue its efforts in  thia connee-
tion.  Your request has, however, been
submitled to the Chief of that Depart-
ment. As far as hawks are concerned, T
regret thai T am not prepared to recom-
mend the payment of a bonus for their
destruction; they are recognisel as be-
ing  invaluable rabbit-killers, and on
these grounds they are deserving of pro-
tection in districts where rabbita are
likely to get a strong hold if not kept
down.”

wmpire Day.

The Empire Day celebrations in Creat
Tritain were spread over three duys.

A willion  children  attending  the
schools in London saluied the flag on May
22nd, and lectures and exercises relating
to the movement were given inm 1,000
achools. .

At the London County Council’d in-
stance a patriolic programme and lessonn
on the duties of citizenship were con-
ducted in nearly every school, and the
flag was anluted, London®s lead being gen-
erully followed in the provineces.

The Municipal Councils of Battersea
and Poplar refused to fly the Aag.

The displuy of bunting in the Fast
lTind of London was greater even thun
in th: West Hud. A lnadred of the
puorest childrer purchased small flags,

The Duchesa of Albuny distributed
prizes at the Ksher national schouls,
re the Tarl of Meath addrimsed the
children on the subject “llow hest to
help the Emgpire”

Lord Teunyson, the Earl of Meath, Mr

Rudyard Kipling, Mr NRason (Agent-
Genernl of Waost  Australing,  Senator

Dabaan,
lhwourne,
tion in
gades.,

Aassed bands played at the Exhibition
at Shepherd's Bush, A larpe school at
Pecklin Ims  been  temporarily frans-
formed? into w muscnm for the display af
products of the Matherlund and colonies,
lent Ly XMy J. W, Tuverner [ Agent-Gene-
rul for Victorin}, wnd others,  The scho-
lura attending the exhibition were muach
interested in it

and Counvillor Weedon, of Mel-
apnke &t a wimilar demonsira-
colinection with the boys™ bri-

Asvisted Immigration.

The Labour Deparlment has reecived a
number of formm fer the use of thone
whe wish to nomiinate suitable persons
for emigration from England to New Zea-
land. When filled in the forma are went
by the Under-Secretavy for the Lepart-
ment to the High Conpmissioner, and if
the persons neminated are deced suit-
able they arve granted pussapes at reduced
ratea. The Guvermment Lus mmde ne-
rangements for the passages, and the pay-
mentq requived from passengers are:—
Necond-class, £27; thivd-clwas, £12 and
£10--a reduction to the passwnger of
£11 in the accond-class amd  £Y in the
thind-cluss, Hesidonts o the Pominen
niky nominate nenr relatives for passages,
and pay the money to the Under-Secre-
tary for lmmigration. The persons nam-
innteil most be under fifty, and must leve
m  kuitable occupation. Agriculturists
with a capital of £25 and Jdomestic work-
ers Rre granted passages without the
nominalion from New Zealand, “Fhe linal
weleition reata with the Uigh Comnmis-
HIOOVT,

Charge of Manslanghter.

At the Supreme  Court, Christ-
church, on Friday Inat, William
Aicxander HRabinsen was charged with
the manalanghter of his mother, Mar-
garet Raobinnon, whom lie is alleged Lo
have neglected 10 pravide with the neces-
saries of life, by reason of which she died.

He was also eharged with failing 1w pro-
vide her with nwedical atter
Compretent  burse.

A verdict of guilty was peturoed, based
an the fuel thut wervsed il fwiled to
call in a n 1l man, which fwilure was
due {o an evver of jrdament. The judge
ardered e used to pay X1 towatds the
cost of the proseention aml ordered him
ta eome up fur sentence when ealled
ul]llll.

Auncklavd Trewmway Strike,

tramway
the
rie 1

sirike
friction

The ferra thnt =
would be the outeome af
Letween the Anckland LWy
Company and its eniployees have been
realised, and on Friday tast ar twelve

a'vlock precizely wolormen aml
comdactors,  in the presenee of o
Targe  erowd, lefL their cars staml-
inr In Queen Street as a0 pra-

tost against various acts of the manuge-
ment Lo which they have talien strony
exeeption,  "Phe prisnnipad getevanee of Lhn
men eonsists of an alleged breach of agrea-
moent by the managg
ployees  withont «

giving than an epportwmity of veplying
to charges. The wannger, My, Walklote,
Tiolds thal he has nol broken the agree-
ment. Varieus conferemces have tnken
]\‘:)v Letwer:n  the mauagery and  the
atrikers, without a settlement being ar-
rived at, and meanwhile the entire tram-
way setviee is ot s standstill The
strikers, who number about 230, deeline
to submit the nwtter in dispute to nrin-
tration.

The following telegram, which was
despntehed by the sepretary of tha
Union to ilie  Alimister for Labour,
shows the attitude ol the men:—

“The Government, not being alle to do
anything for ns in Ltinging to book nn
autocratic general manager, my Union
in self-defence has unanimously decided
to leave the ears at noou to-duy unless
stipulationa are agreed to.  Our nction
is not apgainst the Arbitration Act, Lut
is a strugple for existence.—Arthur Ros-
ser.’ - .

{tn Monday furenoon, after hearing an
addresa from Mr. Edward Tregear, Chicf
Seeretary for Labour, the girikers agreed
to submit the maltera in dispute to a
special Board of Conciliation. and that
in e mwantiore the ronning of cars be
resumed.

The Christchurch Robberies.

Joseplt  Fgan, James Ko nald
Frank Bolton, with s toadinses, were
charged  at  the  Magistrale's  Courd,
Clristelueeh,  on May  19th,  with
huving  on May  11th  und  1ith

BLroken amd entered the shop of J. T,
Metlarg, at Woolston, nud siole £iM
worlth of pmods. The me men were
charged with what is virtually highway
rohbery winler wrmas, havy s ited
and rabld Cluarles Mavshall and wlolen
from his peramy a gold ving. two kevs, a
purse amd €4 69 in money, of an agere-
pated value of £3 173, These pen are
alleged Lo be the n concernml i the
asanlls and  raliwries  in Fitzgerald-
avenue an Nafurday wight and Samlay
morning.

There waa a large pathering of people
onlside the Court, amd the prisoners
met with o Tively reception.  The po-
lice endeavoured, by taking an unaceus-
tomed route, to get the aceused in

were lond  cries, inclading en-
cournging udjurations to “Iynch them,”
Lo “kick then" amnd of herwise fo take
imnnediate revenge upen them for
vilences they were charged with,

The nien, it 14 sadd, made bo ;
sions of uny kind.  When spoken to
aboul the ussaults, they displayed signs
of being very severcly acared, nnd en-
deavenred to keep up their conruge by
mbping.

Visit of the American Fleet.

The American fieet, which is shortly Lo
miake a voyage to Auvstralagion waters,
hak left San Francisea for 'nget Souud.

Mr. 1xnkin las dovited the Linperiat-
Government lo have speeial represenla-
tion of the Brilish Meet at Lthe welcome to
the American squadron.

Frulmbly the oftivint lzuling of the
‘American Admiral and his slaf will be
at the spot in Farm Cove where the first
Governor - General (Lord  Huepeloun)
landed.

(ne nf the featnres of the reception will
he magnificent illumwmations en all the
headlnuds within Rydney hiarbowr.

Deputations  from the Wellinglan
branch of e Nuvy Ieague urged the
Prewier te use liia best ondeayours to



