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PLYMOUTH CHINA.

BY PEILIT WHITEWAY.

The true vhinn elay or kaolin was
fitst diseovered and identified in Png-
land hy William Cookworthy, about the
vear 1755, Hurd paste-porcelnin was
made, in exceptional instances only, at
several English factories, but nome pro-
dneed it s a regular manufacture except
[l warks atPlvmouth, Bristol and Lowe-
stoft. The discoverer of the method of
imaking hard paste-porcelain was William
Conkwarthy, Quaker, scientist, and ex-
pert chemist. Tle was probably the first
per=on in Europe to atiack practically,
and finally to sonquer, the prablem of
making a true porcelain exactly on the
lines nf the Chinese. The two neces-
sary ingredienis, Pelunise and kaolin—-
the forwmer o fusible, and the Iatter a
non-fusible substance—were found hy
him at ®t. Stephen’s between St Aus-
tell and Truro, in the eentre of what is

now the great china-clay district of
Cornwall.
After many years speut in  experi-

wenting with the new materials Cook-
warthy, in conjunction with Thonas
’itt, of Bacvconock {afterwards—1784--
created Tord Camelford), on whose pro-
perty  the china-clay  was found, sne
king true china. e there-
fure took ont a patenl. which is duted
AMareh 17th, 1768, awl started a factory
at Coxside, Ulymouth, which dees not

coeddrd in ma

opening of the Plymouth factory, Cook-
worthy secured the services of a Sevres
artist—Roqui or Sequoi or Le Quoi, for
the rorrect spelling of his name ia not
known—whoee paintings on the articles
produced were very beautiful

The wares wera mosatly blue-and-white,
imitating the Chinese. Many elegant
salt-cellars, in the form of opem conch
shells resting on a bed of coral, shells,
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ways found on the uncoloured Plymouth
statucties. Al the above-mentioned ex-
amples are in  the South Kensington
Museum,

In the China Room at the British
Museum are a number of fine specimens
of Cookworthy's poreelain. On the low-

est shelf are a shell-shaped dessert tray,
and a figure of a poat in white, but dia-
figured by smoke slaining—a defect that

the difficulties . with which Cookworthy
had ‘to contend. On the same shelf are
n coffee pot &nd bowl, carefully enamelleq
with Chinese figure subjects, and a mug
with exotic birds, ete., in bright colours
after the Chelsea style.

From 1768 to 1770, u distinguished
enameller—Bene {afterwards an R.A.}—
was emploved, and introduced the hril-
Hant “exotic birds,” &s they are called.

modelled in hard
made here, and

ete., all beaatifully
white poreelain
were very populir at the period when
Sauce hoats, too, of

were

they were made,
clegrant design, resting on a stem or foot,
formed of groups of shells, are often met
with. The relief-work in shells, Aowers,
wand embossed werk was ewmployed for
wvases as well as on aervices. SBweetment
dishes oceur on rock-work or coral bases;
a good exmmple of this type of Plymouth
wure is i shell disl, supported on three
feet of coral and mussel shells, painted

EXAMPLES OF PLYMOUTH CHINA.

Cookworthy found great difficuliy in
avoiding. With these iz a mustard pot
painted in bright enamel colours, a much
more finished, if not a more pleasing,
objeet. Wilh reference to the smoke-
staining—a charaeleristic fealure of ihis
ware—te which we have just alluded,
Cookworthy speaks in one of extant
M88, of ihe vapours tingeing the sur-
facve of the ware, and of the grey colours
—anothier charawteristic feafiure—which
ihe glazing materizl exhibited wlen in-
sulliciently fired.

whith were favourites at Sevres and
Worcester. Bone served his apprentice-
ship with Cookworthy, and no doubt
painted many of the finer specimens of
the ware. This eonsisted chiclly of tea
and diner services, painted some in blue
and white, after the Oriental manner,

- which latter lind a great sale. as wuvll as

groups of figures and animals, mosily in
white. The usnal decoration of this
ware, at least of Lhe more ornate ex-
amples, eongist nf Nowers, birds, muen-
sters, and butterilics, in rich eelours, and
sometimes mneh gilding.  AMany of the
white figures uare coarsely modelled, and

seem to have been carried on for more
than three years, since we find that
“Messra. Cookworthy & Col had a
china  factory a¢ Rristol from 1771 teo
1773 on premises now knowe as Castle
Creen (number 15}, Im the autuinn of
the tast nnmed xyear, Richard Champion,
who lad been experimenting for seme
tiwe, bought Cookworthy’s patent and
other transfer heing
completeil in the spring of 1774, and the
Plymouth works ceased. It is recorded
that Coskworthy lost no less than
£3,000--n large sum in those days—over
It Is
possilide that the works were transferred

rights, the lemal

his unremunerative experiment.

1o Dristol in 1770, which would anly give
them w bsse of life of two veurs in Ply-

maouth; for in th

“Worcester Jonrnal”
af Maoel 22Zud, 17700 there wis insertaal
wlyertisenent for “a ntarmber of ar-

Vicls capuble of painting in enamel or
e required by the “Plymouth New
Toverlel Prore

ain Mapufietory?” it
that the warks were
then at Plymonth, fer if so, why should
nppl invited {0 ecommuuicate
with T. Frunk, nf Castle Strect, Hristol?
Itut if the works were just then heing
moverd to FBristol, mich a directiop would
Shortly after the

eeIny i

redible

ants be

he quite natural.

EXAMPLES OF

with lake and blue flowers and green
leaves.

Many stnincttes and busts were pro-
duced, and were usually the reprodue-
tions of the work of other factories.
Those most frequently met with are:
Wondward the actor, Kitty Clive the ac-
iress, and large basts of George TL {he
died in 1760, eight years before the es-
tablishment of the Plymouth manufae-
toryy. ATl these are very similar to
picces which are well known to have
heen produced at Bow, ten or twelve
veats hefore.  This great similarity may
perhaps be wecannted for by the pos-
sille organising of Cookworthy’s factory
by warkmen from the Canton Works at
Bow,

Amangst undoubted ecarly pieers we
winld name a mug with gilt cheveon
Twwrder and painted with eoloured flow-
era (it hears  the Plymouth mark in
tirown); a teacup, paintid with con-
ventinnnl folinge in blackish
marked under the glaze with the same
colour {n plate painted in dull blue un-
der Lthe glnze and also marked); and an
unmarked teacup emamelled with flow-
ers in red, vellaw and green, over the
glaza,  All these pieces are glazed with
dull-loned thick glaze similar to that al-

blue and

PLYMOUTIL CHINA,

Omn shelf 2 (Brilish >Museum China
Room) is a mug, wilh an Oriental land-
scape puinted in blue under the glaze,
in which the ware is specked, the glaze
i0o thick in paris, while the colour has
run and the design become hazy; it is
evidently an early piece, and illustrates

show the crack in the glaze by which
the Dlymouth parcelain s generally
identified. Some of the vases are ovi-
form, these arvc painted with birds and
insects in the Chinese style. Many cups
are white and decorated with blue Crien-
tal figures.

BARTON, MGILL & CO.
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BILLIARD TABLES AND
BILLIARD DINING TABLES

Makers of the renownasd

Champlon Low Cushlons
Dur Champicn or Atmoa
pheric Low Cushions Fit
ied Lo any Table.
FULLSIZED TABLES
all Pricea,
Hotsla, Cilnbe, Privats
Gentlemen, before pur-
shasing slsawhere will
fiad ik 1o thalr ad vantage
by giviog wa a call.
Al Billiard Hequleites
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PARLOUR BILLIARD TABLES
Blats Bed and Famt Low
Cushlocs, fron £10. Can
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door when not in use.
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the world.
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Ve maks all sised Tablss, Prios List ¢n spplication.



