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Municipal evolution is in the air, 2nd
ai the forthcomiog Conference it may be
expected that important changes will be
advocated. One of ihese has reference to
the institution of an order of aldermen,
-a propoeal to ihat effect emanating from
.Auckland €ity Council. It is in accord
with the spirit of national development
that titles and dignities siiould increase.
New Zealand, from being a colony, has
beeoms & Dominiom; the title of M.H.R.
has given place to M.P.; the legal pro-
fession has now its K.C.’s; why should
not the more important muricipalities
have their Aldermen? Whether this
dignity should be confined to ex-Mayors,
or whether there should not also
ke Aldermen in each City Council, chosen
for their fitneas or their long service,
are questions of detail; but there will be
little difference of opinion as to the ad-
visablenass of crenting the new dignity
in our four chief cities, " Another pro-
posal, which the retiring Mayor of Dun-
pdin bas ventilated, aims at altering the
pystemm under which the whole of the
Covneillora retire simultaneously. To
secure “continuity of office,” and prevent
dislocation of business, it is ecertainiy
desirable thaf only a proportion should
retire at one time. Municipal account-
ancy is also advanced hy the ex-Mayor
.of Dunedin as s matter vequiting atten-
iion, in view of the pronounced growth
of municipal trading concerns in this
country. These three subjects should re-
ceiva the serious consideration of the
Municipal Conference and of Porliament
this year.
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The burglar scare, while not by any
means contined to Auckland, though “the
ernft” seem o be rather bhusy there just
now, is attracting the attention of the
potice, and likewine certain necvous *“old
wonien,” male and female,
of fact, there is little caunse for alarm.
If a gentleman publicly erowds his poek-
ets with coin of the realm, and then, om
arrival home, proceeds to dispose of the
sama “portabie  property” with blinds
drawn up and no curtaing drawn (%8
was done in Auckland last week), he is
surely “‘begging” someone to play a gume
of Tom Tiddler's ground with him, and
human nature being fudiible nnd always
thiraty, who can wonder he got what he
had been “locking for,” as modern slang
has it. This -burglar, by the way, car-
ried, if one remembers rightly, 's dark
lantern, an instrument one had imagined
Jiad ceased to exint, since maudern burg-
larn, or the cleverest of them at all
events, usually conduct their depreda-
tions in broad daylight or gaslight. Yet
what man ean read of thai durk lantern
and not remeinber childhood’s days, when,
in “playing burglars”—most fascinating
of amusements—the evil smelling, ob-
tusely working dark lanfern was, with
all its potentialities for burking fingers,
and its unmitigated stink, the fiercely-

" desired trophy of all players. It brings
youth back even to think of such things.
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But there {s a more serious side. Tn
*playing burglars” the writer haa time
and again demonstraied that, if “thieves
wish to bresk in and ateal” the utter-
most precautions will hardly keep them
out, Your elever auditor will be power-
Jess to absolutely eliminate the dirhomest
clerk. The bermetic ciosing of doors and
windows is powerless to protect house-
holders from rkilled, or even moderataly
skilled, burglars; but the natural conae-
guenees of making & vault of one's bouse
ore likely to be far more dungeraus than
the chances of the hardest working burg-
lar, Raosides, the colony muet be a poor
huntiing gronnd after all. The number
of idiots—one can call Lthem little elmo—
wha store large sums of monay in iheir
kousas, when there are banks and saving

As a matier

institutions open at the most convenient
heurs, ig still large, but one can apare
little pity for them, for it is cupidity
and the disinclination to pay charges that
laya them open to Burglar Bill. Gone,
too, are the days of solid silver. Arizons
plate, and the like, serve our house-
holdera equally well, and we slumber in
peace. As for diamonds, really one pitiea
the poor burglar! The imitations are
8o undetectable from the real that an
expert education is required, and so
often, toa, the husbkand. or the wile, it
the [atter play bridge, has forestulled the
burglar and left nothing but 2 etring of
shining paste, On the whole, ane is not
scared of the hurgtar. FEvem in those
legendary days when he hid nnderneath
the bed (a most tantulising and stufly
position one would think} he waps a less
fearful person than imagination painted
him. Nowadays, with a modicum of

common sense, his visits can be written .

off the list of probabilitiea. It only,
mreover, netds a decently trained watch-
dog, snd a determination to avoid out-
ward show and ostentation in the matler
of personal veluables to make that hard-
working zod usvally ill-paid profession
as extinct as the Dode.
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Jeremiads have of late heen very fre-
quent on the aubject of the scarcity of
clergymen, and it would scem that the
dearth is felt mare éapecially in the An-
glican communion. I iz a portent of
the times that men of ability show an
increasing disinclination te engage in the
work of the Clristian Minwstry. What
ia the cause? Iz it the material one
of insufficient monetary inducement be-
ing hetd out?  Or is it the apiritual one
of lack of fervour in the work* Both

cguses may be at wark; but .the clergy ”

themselves think that the former is the
chief operating deterrent. There ia cer-
tainly ground for this belief, so far as
New  Zealand is concerned. Many
clergymen of the Anglican Church in this
country, and some of other  denownina-
tiong, are paid starvation salaries, and it
must require great zeal in soul-saving to
reconcile men to the miseralle existence
to which the majority of them are con-
demned. The remedy proposed by the
Bishop of Dunedin i far church members
to contribute more lilerally towards the
support of their apiriluz! pastors  and
masters. The Hon. George Fowhls hay
pronounced againat free aittings in the
Congregational Church, because he fears
that the result would he a sadly dim-
inished revemue. All this points to a
growing indifference to religious teachi
on the part of thie people, 1f the men
and women of the Dominion really wish-
ed to have able ministers, they woull
support them liberally As they do not
provide the means to secure such men,
the conclusion is irreasistible that they
are content to Iet things drifs. And,
as regards candidates for the ministry,
they stand confessed aa heing more in-
fluenced by sordid motives than by love
of the work.
E

It ia, of course, right that
“they who preach the Gosapel should live
by the Goapel,” though Nt Faul’s nolle
example of earning an independent living
is on record to shame the worldly-minded
men of to-day., As few clergymen are
prepared to follow in hia footstepa, the
downward tendency must go on. Freach-
ing haa become a money-making pur-
ruit, and it has fullen so low that for-
tune-tellers, music-hall artists, and bare
rel-organ men ean eurn a hetler living
than the preachers of glad tidings, This
may or may nnt ahow a deploraile de-
gradation of the public taate, but the
facts are undoubted.” The principla of
voluntaryism in the suppart of church
ordinances Lus bad & fair trisl. K it

fuils, as it ia likely to do, it will be
hecause priest and peopls have got out of
touch with each other. Bouth are io
Llume—-the priest for his love of pelf
and ease, the people for their devolion
to strange goda, chiefly the god of Plen-
sure  The gulf between them will prob-
ably go on widening, nunless the churches
experience a great  awakening  and
once more place themselves in the fore-
front of popular movements, instead of.
a8 they too often do, allying themselves
with the forces of puperstition, conser-
vatism and reaction. Tt is to-day possi-
ble for them to regsin their lost influ-
ence; it may be impossible to-morrow.
“Wanted, men!”
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In his lutest utterance at Reefton on
Balurday last, Sir Joseph Ward cmpha-
sised various points in the Government
policy, sauch as the promise of continued
support to the farming industry and the
provision of & superannualicn schems for
-all workera. The Iatter project would
scem to be a sort of supplement. to old
age pensions, based on a system of uni-
versal coniributions from workera. 1fis
most interesting statement was the de-
finite announcement that during tne
coming session of Parliament the Gov-
crnment would introduce a Bill to do
awuy with the minorily vole. Whether
the measure would propose to controt
voting by menns of an absolute majority
or by a second ballot he could not say
at present; presumably the exact form
to be taken hy the proposed legia-
latlior has not yet been resolved upon hy
the Cabinet. The Hon, Mr. MeNab is a
strenuous advorate of an abwointe ma-
jority scheme, biaserd wpon preferential
-voting, and thia reeily secms 1o be the
best method of nscertaining the wishes
of the imajority of electors.  As an
illustration of the inefleclivenesa of the
existiry systom, it may be poicted ount

‘that Mr. Winston Churchill has secured

the Dumdee seat as R minority represen-
tative — more votes having been cant
against bim than for him. Had thece
been preferentinl voting, it i poesible
that the Unionist candidaie would have

Leen returned by a  prepombrance of |
second, third, and feurth  preferemce
voles,  I4 will be another “foather in the

vap” of New Z
should Jead the 17
tion of -0 rati
voltng, um

snd il the Dominion
ipice in the intredue-
yutem of preferential
we slimld hava a
merns of seeuring najier-
ity representation.
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An  anenymons  enrerspondent
ilought tit to sond to this journad u
cupy of a ‘certrin yellow-orange-colourml
Journal called the “Winoing Post,” pub-
fished in Londen, with the reguest that
specinl attention be paid  tu  page 2,
which contuina a lengthy and decidedly
srurrilons attaek on the future Governor-
Ueneral of the Communwealth  (Lord
Dudley}y. The offusion takes the “upen
Jetter” form, which it the last resoct of
diareputable journalium, and is evidently
written by @ persen aetunted by feelings
of no little apleen towards n nobieman

has

“who, if he hons ot extraoedinarvily dis-

tingmished himqell, has ot Jeast kepl o
grend nune and reputation “unapotied
by Ahe wockl” and whos¢ mother hos
done, perhaps, 24 much really hand work
of molid value fa wny wownn in ihe
Fwmpire. To atbempt, ns is atlempled
here, to blacken the fame and prejudice
the reecption of o Governor-General s
Jboth o cowardly pml an unworthy act,
Some ditea of the style of the cumposi-
tion may be gatned from o brief extruet:

“At haa steaeck wa dbsal you muost fondle
R very oplimistic view of the receplion
likely to be aecorded you when you rench
vour destinalion in the nether worll, In
mpite of this, it mighl be diplomatie to
panee and take A vetrompeclive survey,
11 e scalonial experienee you collected
bikely to atand you in gond atend?t It
is not for us to reply to Lhis question;
it is one molely fur your own considera-

petitors,

tion. You mnst not imagine that ihe
-Australian forgets his lord; on the cun-
trary, peers are scarce in the Jand Jdown
under. You will find opposition, whe-
ther it be in & majority or nanurity, awd
the first time you made your bow befuro
the pablic, and the curtain was g up
on what we will style a farce, will be
remenihered.”

This spiteful atlack would nol have
been noticed or guoted from, but for the
fiet that no pains are being spared to
miake all the damaging article as publie
s possible. It ta 1o canlion Lhose who
may reaid it that the comment indulged
in is not only unfzir, but grossly se, and

_is a hitter and prejudiced view of a good

felfow that these few
penned,

lines have beem
I R x

Even the lot of a competition eltitor ia
not without its compensations! This
reflection i8 suggested Ly the very liberal
response mwade by readers in sending i
verses for the “Bouts Rimes™ Comnpeli-
tion, of which the result is announced in
tho preseni issue of the “Graphic.” More
gratifying than the mere number of the
competitors was the evidenee aflurded of
the versifying powers of the people of
thia country. Among &he contesiants
were nnmbera of Indiex, na well as boys
and girls in their teens, and in the great
majority of czses the ahilily ahown waa
nost comneenduble.  But perhapa the
most satinfying thing to the editorial
soul wus the nmmber of competitors who
wove inte their verases laudalory refer-
ences Lo this journal. The rhymes aup-
plied for the verses apperr to have sug-
geatedd to most contributors a referenca
10 the No-License agitation, and quite &
hwost of Prohilitionists entered the lista;
hut hardly ona of their compositions
showed literary ability. A ewrivas fca-
twre was that many ladres amd juveniles
displayed  nnti-prohibition  proclivilies.

-t of n dozen of papers rent in by luoya
and girla of freom 12 to 15 years of age,

only itheee preached No-License.  Oue
young lady closes her poem iy declaring:

“There will e no mnore sorrow,
No need Lo shed o tear,

Al wao will join to-sorrow
In a plass of spurkling beer.”

Another, n Misg Morrow, weaves her
thymes aronnd the subject of the “Bonts
timea” Comprtition thus:

“When the Judge pives his {o)pinion
tm May the 16th day,

And annoumess 1o the whele Doninivn
The mune tiat Lolds the sway

There will he un canse for sorrow,
Though 1 mny shed a tear;

But, if Ite gives firat prize to Morrow,
1 shall cerlainly shout him o beer™

Thepite the ingenuity displayed, and
the aedurclive bribe held out in the clos-
ing line, ihe adjdicator fonnd it intpos-
sible tn aworl the prize 1o this composi-
tian, ita faink defecl heing ithe wuse of
“opinion” instend of “pinion,’” nomistake
mude by abitl 60 per cent, of the com-
About a seore of other compe:
L pamnriale  the
“heer™ in variour com-
Nearly all agreed thot the
is “Lre paper of the day.” One
young lady declured that

titora

“It briuga us a hrighier {o-morrw
Amd cheers us like goud lager beer™

Another fair compelitor pushingly ns-
Beried

H1F T meet the editor to-mormw
Tl whoul hinva gluss of heer!*

Yet another young lady-—a Prohibition-

iat  thin  time—afler  enloginiage  the

“uraphie,” closed with the guail nidvices
*[ think it fa publirhed {o-morrow,
8o by one and give up the beer.”

A mere man saya- “We live in haps te-
morrow of our MGrap aml our beeny®




