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Music and Drama

The new orgun establishied in &t An-
drew's Preshyterian Church, Auckiand,
14 une of the finest in the colony. The
great organ has 58 notes and seven stops,
the awell orgun ® stops and 58 notes,
the chuir orgun § stops and 58 notes, and
the pedal 3 stops znd 3¢ noles. A very
comprtent orgenist considers the organ
as equnl to anything purchasalde in the
011 Country at 25 per cent, higher price.
It is, 8t all events, o very beautiful and
eflective instrument.

1 o

Mr, F. Frankfort Moare writes to the
*Express”: In your motice of my latest
novel, “An Amaleur Adventuress,” you
say respecting the leroine, “Her story
i3 eurinusly like that of ‘Diana of Dob-
non's'.” I should rather think it is.
Would it ba considering this matter “too
cutiously,” however, were I to point ouf
thet my novel nppeared as a serial in a
magazine more than a year amn, so that
it would Le more correct to ray that the
plot of “Diana of Dobson®” is like that
of “An Amaleur Adventuress”? Home
yeara ago it was thoughtfully suggested
that the publicution of my “Nell Gwyn,
Uomedian,” showed a commendable de-
slre on my part to make the most of the
Nell Gwyn boom then raging. The point
of the compliment waa, however, some-
what hlunted by the knowledge of the
fact that my “Nell Gwyn" had appeared
In “Pearson's Magazine” the year befora
the hoom.

& o

“A Millionaire’s Revenge,” a play
founded on the Thaw tragedy, was re-
cently produced at Newark, New Jersey,
11.8.A., and at the close of the firal per-
formance the police arrested the manager
of the theatre and several members ot
the company. Two of the characters
were named Harry Daw and Stanford
Black. The offenders were charged be
fore u loral magisirate with producing a
play which endangercd the morals 6f the
comnrity, and were placed under ‘honds.
Mha magisirate pronounced the play “an-
fit 10 ba put on the stage in any part
of the civilised world.”

E

Opera gners and music Toyers generally
will be interested in the anncuncement,
eays “Musical (hpinion,” thut the copy-
right of “Tristun and Tsolde™ has just
run out, which mukes 1{he fourth of
AWigmer's operits ta puss into the stage
of cheap cditions, 1t is intereating 1o
nole Lhat an old warld village—('hapel-
izod, acar Dubling the ehapel of Tzod or
Tnolde —waa the residence of the passions
ate armd auburn haired  lrish princess,
daughter of King Aengns, immortalised
in Malory's romauce aml in Wagner's
opera. Willinm the Third spent some
timo there after the batile of tha
Hoyae.  And the mansinn that Le oeeu-
pied wos used as the country tesidence
of tha viceroys hefore the erection of
the present vieeregal lodge in the Phoe-
nix Mark. Chapedizod’'s most  notabla
resitenen in recent years is that of Mr,
T. M. Healy, M.

Lot -5 .
Mr. Gordon Craig, Ellen Terrys tal-
enlid s, has lwen frying experiments

witlh tha theatre for seveval vears, and
Las only Bow bit upon the right idea.
It in & theatre of cilence that Mr, Craig
Bugpgeats, and a ding to & corcespond-
. ent uf the “New York sSun,” he has made
a8 sucreasful venture in thia direction in
Florenee,  Mr. Craig's iden is to abolish
the pluywright and the actor, and to
preseut instead scenery and puppets. As
every ome Knows, the twe most disturl-
ing clements in the enjoyment of an
evening ab the theatre are the play and
the players,  Now if we ean get 8 thea-
tre in which neither of these factors ap-
peaen, wo are sure of an evening of un-
alloyed delight, fue there will be no stu-
pid dines and no bad acling.  Mr. Craig
does not asppeal ta the eye with over-
wranght seencry.  Ifis acenes are =im-
ple.  Am for his puppets, they are dreesa-

ed—<f drsased at ali—by Mr. Craig, ar -

by Lis sister, Mins Ailna {raig. But the
Lasuty of it all ls that no words are

spoken.  Qur ears-are not offended by
twang, by tortured r's or any spoken
unpleasantness. What a great idea for
England, too; the Censor could not inter-
fere! There are no spoken lines, and
puppets have ne morals! wherein they do
not differ from the plays aome of their
unfortunate felloweraftamen among the
mortals are ¢bliged ta interpret.
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J. M. DBarrie’s delicions
“Peter Pun,” =i the Princesa Theatre,
Melbourne, is abundantly proving that
its claim is universal, for it “already
holda _in thrall Austrahian in common
with British and American audiences.
The tlheatrepoers who hang nightly upon
the freaks of ‘dear, darling, invimcible
Peter Pan” find, with W_ T. Stead, that
they are renewing their youth in the ex-
ploita of the fascinating hero amid the
Hedsking, the pirates, and all the won-
derful happenings that beset him und
hia band in the Never, Never, Never Land,
and though perhaps there is & pong or
two felt in the looking backward across
the years to the lomg gone days of child-
hood, Miass Tittell’s joyous interpretation
of the part does not permit of more than
# passing sadness, Her boy who wanted
always to ba little and have fun is puch
a gay and apritely elf, skimming lightly
the depthas of emotion, never asorry for
more than & minute, never cast down,

but always ready to find the fun his’
heart craved for, that tears, when they.-

do come (and Miss Brume is too true an
artist not to ovoke them sometimes), are
quickly lost in laughter. Another who
has admirably caught the light touch
with which Harrie has invested his play
ja Mr loring Fernie, whose hold, bad
pirate is a really fine performance, wor-
thy te rank among the best burlesque
offorts we bhave hud hera for many a day.
Then Lhere ia Mr Chas. Weston as the
elevereat of dogs, Nana, Mr Fred (am-
bourne a3 Smee, the pirate boatewain,
little Toots Pounda as 'Liza, Misa Florrie
Kelly as a awert and natural Wendy,
{'urtis and little Rosie Fitzgerald an the
Darling boy4, and Miss Valentine Sidney
as Mrs Darling, standing out from a cast
of all-round excellence,

TP

That fine piece of dramatic work, “John
Glaydes Honour,” in which Mr Alfred
Hutro is scen at hia bewi, was reccived
for the first time at Her Mujesty's
Theatre, Melbourne, and received by
a crowded audience in & fashion
which showed how deeply its slrength,
both in construction and in  liter-
ary merit, had stirred the feelings.
Full of intense aituations and powerful
pussages as it is, the piece held them
from first to last, and to this resull the
aast contribuled in no littla measure,
Mr Thomas Kingstun was really splen-
did in his study of John Glayle—one
mora proof of the versulility of .ihat
aterling actor—and Mrs Robert Brough's
interpretation of Muriel Glayde lacked
nothing to make it one of the beat in her
long lisk of emotional roles. Misa Emma
Temple, Misa Nellie F¥ergusaon, Misa
Lily Titherndge, Mesars. Ciregan Me-
Mahon, Cyril Mackay, J. B. Atholwood,
indeed, all the company were extremely
well placed, )

a5 ®

The FKrishane visit of the J, C. Wil
linmson Musical Comedy Company has
been received with every mark of appre-
ciution by playgoers in that city, wha
have revelled in Uhe nerien of bright pieces
in that organisution’s repertoire,

I

Hoth Her Muajesly’s and the Theatra
Royal, Sydmey, are at present playing to
parked lTwuses  nightly,  “lumpty
Dumpty” at the former, and “The Lady
Dunidies” at the latter, being responsible
for thia very suatisfactory sinte of af-
fairs. The pantomime has monst decidedly
captured the public tmato in the most
emphatic faslhion, and nightly the eun-
tlhuaniaAm for all its manifeat good pointa
in expressed in the most lavish applause,
Nothing misses an axcellont reception,
and ihe wlole production “goes with a
bang” from atarl 10 fluish. "The Lady

musie,

phantasy,
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Dandies,” though more. familiar to play-
guers by thia time than “Humpty

Dumply” has evidently lust none of its .

attractiveness, for audiences exhibit just
as keen an appreciation in its delightiul
drell situations, and elaborate
mounting oe ever, 1t is now in the sixth
week of ita run, and there can be little

. deubt that it will stay on-the boards for
. the rest of the Royal Comic Opera Com-

pany’s visil there.
B

_ Miss Titiell Brune's popularity ‘re-
maing at the aame level as it attained
before she left Australia last year, as
anybody can see for themselves if they
are outside the stape door of the Prin-
cess’ Theatre, Melhourne, after any per-
furmance of “Peter Pan.” A great crowd
always waits for her there, and the other
duy they experienced an unexpected plea-
sure. The coachman drove away sud-
denly withoui Miss Brune, who was left
on the pavemeni, lo be immediately

. “mobbed” by a hundred or so of eager

admirers, who were glad to pet a0 near to
their favourite. Miss Brurne had to be
rescued from their importunities by &
couple of constabtes.

U

Tte English birthasy (it has already
had half-a-dozen Continental ones} of
*“The Merry Widow"” takea place shortly
at Daly’s Theatre, Lomdon, and Franz
Y.ehar goes over te conduct ifor the ocea-
sion, Ewvery capital city in Europe has
aeen him in the chair under similar con-
ditiona during the pasi two years, for
the twelve months’ run of his famous
opera had been easily achieved in each
hig city from Vienna to London, There
is & romance aboul Franz Lehar’s life, as
there in about that of most muaiciana,
The son of a military bandmaster, he be-
gan his musical carcer at. the wmature
agre of four, and at twelve was a student
&t the Prague Conservatorium, His early
years were full of trinls, for his parenis

“were poor, and life was bard for the

young artist. But he was always being
stimulated to further efforta by such en-
comiums as those of Anton Dvorak, who,
when asked for his opinion on  lwo
sonatas by the youthful composer,’ ad-
vised him to give up fiddling for a living
and take fo composing. It was impos-

sible to do that, both becanse money had ~

to be earned and because his father
wanted lum to be a violinist. At Jasi
T.ehar revolied, and turned his atteotion
to writing music instend of making it.
At firat the way was hard, for he applied
his genius to grand opera—and grand
opera was apparenliy nol wanted. *Ab
lasl I grew sick and tired of it,? he says,
“ynd look to writing light operas, with
which T had more luck,” a faint way of
expressing the tremendous sensation his
work hus muode in Europe and America.
- oS

The new piece for the J. €. William-
son  Murical Comedy Company, “The
Trince of Pilsen,” has evideatly as much
vilulity and vigour in it as “The Belle
of New York.” It has been played for
Bix years in America—four distinct pro-
ductions of it Leing given in New York

“alone—and it is still &, strong atiraction

there, while im London it made a big
hit, and in Berlin and Paris it has made
guvod in German and French translations.

- L

The Bland Holl tour, booked three
years ago, opena in Auckland in Septem:
ber. The repertoire will include “The
Gireat Millionaire,” “Flood Tide,” “The
Nondaman,” “The Great Reacue,” “Break-
ing of the Drought,” “The Prodigal Son,”
and “The Lights of London.”

ot

. New Zealand in included in the itiner-
ary of Jan Kubelik, the great violinist,
and the tour commences in Auckland onr
Monday, 22nd June.

oo

Frank Thornton’s New Zealand tour,
under the directinn of Mr. Edwin Geach,
commences at Invercargill on June 22nd,
“When Knighta were DBold,” “Charley’s
Aunt,” “Irivate Secretary,” and other
piceen will be prodnced, The first-named
play has been running at Terry’s Theatre,
Londun, for 550 succepsive performances.

>
Call Doy, of the *Fvaning Ktar’
Dunedin, arcertained while on & recent
visit to Melbourne, that the Williamaon

management propoees to aend the follow-
ing sttractious to New Zealand before

pany.

the close of the year: “Humpty Dumpty™
Pantomime (Auckland, July 27), “Petor
Pan” “Mrs. Wiggs of the Cabbage
Patch” Margaret Anglin in “The Thiel”
{Dunedin Christmaa}, the Musical Com-

- edy Company with “The Prince of Pil-

san,” HRoyal Comics with “The Merry
widow” (Auckland, Boxing Night), sad
Miss .Ada Crossley’s GConcert Com

> =

Miss Jeannie Pollock, who joined Mr.
Holt when he wap last in Auckland, and
who has made great atridea in the pro-
fesrion, is now taking leading rolea with
the re-organised Bland Holt Company.

Mr. Edward Branscombe is again in
Australia, this time not with the Weat-
prinater Glee Singers, but with “The
Bearlet Troubadours.” They undertake
an entertzinment which ia a compro-
mise belween light opernm, conceri-work,
and vaudeville—in other words, an amai-
gamation of singing, dancing, and comedy,
which should provide enjoyment for all
classes of mmnusement-seekers,

) A

“The Southern Cross Mz, Edmund
Duggan’s FKureka Stockude melodrama,
was produced in Metbourne on Saturday
night by Mr. William Anderson. The
part of the heroine was played by Miss
Frances Rosa. - -

. E
‘Mr. and Mrs. Bland Holt were enthusl.

" antieally received at the Adelaide Theatre

Royal recently, when they returned to
the stage after their absence of six
months, Nearly fourteen venrs had gone
by since they were previously in Adelaide,
86 that their reception was all the preater
on that account. Flowers were handed
over the footlighia in great profusion to
Mrs. Holt, whom everybody was glad to
see looking well and happy again after
her recent serious illness. The play was
“The White Heather,” Mrs. Holl appear:
ing as Lady Janet M‘Lintock, and Mr.
Hoft as Edgar Trefusis.  The cast also in-
cluded :—Marion Hume, Miss Ilarrie Ire-
land; Lady Hermoine, Miss Jennie Pol-
lock; Lady Molly, Mias Muriel. Dale;
Lord Angus Cameron, Mr. Stysn; Cap-
tain Alexander M‘Lintock, Mr. Max Max-
well; James Hume, Mr. Charlea Brown;
Dick Beach, Mr. Leslie Woods.

Lok

The Miases Aijlecn-and Doris Woods,
known as the New Zealand Twins, who
recently made a hig hit in pantomime,
were the vocalists at 2 concert at the
+aiety on Nunday evening, when their
fduets were enthusiastically received,
eays a London paper. . .

FL ] : -

Mr. Grorge Musgrove, who reeently

arrived in London, is uay making plans

and cngaging artiats for a comic opera

company. with which he will return to
Ausiralia in about three months' time.

L

Rose Musgrove i3 studying singing
with Madame AMinna Fischer in London,
prior to appearing in musical comedy.

i{ is stated that in ile new production
of “A Beggar on livrseback,” at the Syd-
ney Uriterion, Mr] Harcourt Beatty has
an ideal part, and Lthe same may be snid
of Miss Madge Melntosh, as Lady Mary
Dudley. - - N :
S 2 ¢

The Fitzmaurice Gill Company was te
bave done an Easter season in Hobart,
but {reports tlie “Tasmanian Mail"),
owing to some chance in their arrange-
ments, the agent had to cancel the
dates, and that, too, after the company
had been well advertised throughout the

city.
]
Walter Rivers, who apent  many

months in Auckland with Dix's years
back, is at Pastor's, Nvw Yock, appear-

- ing with Nina Rochester under the style

of “The Australian Singing Duo.”
oo

When the late Sir Ileory Irving wos
playing his famous impersonation of

* Mathins in “The Bella,” in Beotland, s
Lwmorous,

if provoking, incident oc-
curred. 1t was during the hig acens

“when the murderer hears those tinkling

phantom Lells, and his guilty conscience
ia rending him in two, Bo great in hin
fear. Everything was quiet and the
zudience xpell-bound when a voice from
the gallery said, as the bells wers still
going ting-ting, “Eh, but it’s mafural.
just like the tramway caral®



