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STRENGTH OF THE FLEET

BATTLESHIPS AND ARMOURED CRUISERS.

(By Ouwr Naval Correspondent.)

This year the Britisk Fleet is at ita
maximmm strength, We are reajring the
advantage of the active constructive
policy of the Boards of Admiralty pre-
sided over by Lord Ealborne and Lord
Coawdor, and of the large sums which the
House of Commena previded year after
year with hardly a2 murmur of disap-
proval, eithor within 8t Stephen's or
form the pablie, Indecd Lord Selborne was
frequently reproached for not spendiug
more money on the Fleet, but he refused
to go Leyond the demandas of Lhe experta,
Lerd Cawdor was similarly attacked for
the moderation of his shipbuilding pro-
granuncs in face of foreign shipbuilding;
but be, again, would not be driven from
thie proposals deliberately adopted on the
advive of the Sea Loerds afler full con-
sideration of the futwre requirements of
the Fleet. It is now evident that the
oflivial view was sound; we always fol-
lowed, and never led, in the vivalry of
armaments, and we obtained better-gun-
ned and awifler ships than rivals, .

The Navy was particularly weak in
lavge armoured hips when Lord Sel-
borne went to the Adiniratty, because we
had built a number with wmarmoured
ends. This design had been whown to be
faulty, and consequently for zome years
past attention has been devoted to the
construction of hattleships and very
powerful armoured crnisers. it has been
said that this year the British Fleet is
at its maximum strength. This is di-
teetly due to the Dreadnought, When she
appeared won ‘the =stocks, nearly three
yoars age, the building of armoured shipa
abroad ceased for a whale year, whike we
continued busily at work. TForeimn com-
struction received & set-back; we pur-
aued our course, while rivals remained
idle, planning .phips mn the new all-big-
fun principle. “The outcomme.of this is that
in modern battieshipy and in armoursd
cruisers  we thave n lead at this moment,
At ate well ap o the two-power stand-
ard, as this graplsic diagram shows:—

twelve annuaily—the British Admiralty
cannot hold ita hand,

At the same time, the hmprovements
in the social conditions of the men of
the Ficet, and higher puy, nnid the neces-
sary augmentalion in the'namber of the
mwost skitled. ralings, must lead to an
increase in the naval votes, otler than
those concerned, with mate An up-
ward tendency in naval expenditure ence
moere is unzioidable, The taxpayer, in
anticipating the future, has reason for
gratification in the fact that for years
past ihe line of expenditure has  been
downward, as indieated below ;. —

The thirk line indicates. approximate-
1y, the toial tounage of the battleships
{less Lhan twenty years old) in the sey-
eral fleels, and the thin line the aggre-
gate tonnuge of the modern  armoured
cruisers.  'The complete figures of _the
navies on January 1 last, showing ships
completed and at aca. of less age than
iwenly ycars, are as follows: —

Tattle. Armoneed
shipes, Crulsers,
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Now, however, rival Powers have re-
covered from ihe disorganisation which
was caused by Liie appearance in 1905 of
ilhe Dreadnought and the three Dread-
nought cruizers. For a year past they
havz been bard at work. France luas four
large battleships under constraction, and
tu:o more on erder; the Iinited Statea
tias fonur building; Germany has five in
hand; and Italy Ausiria. and Janan are
bosy with new aleps, or projecta 167 hew
ships, 1aly alenc prepesing to commence
at an early daie mo fewer tham four
Dreadnoughts. Consequently the British

* authorities cannot remnain inactive, and

. they have all the more claim to confi-
Em;gﬂ i dence, heeanse they gave the taxpayer
P full value for the success of the Fread-
’ noujrht in economies on shipbuikding in
8,000,000 the immediate past, as may be seen from
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j The above chart indicates the varia-
2200, tien in the aggreguté expenditure an the
—— ¥icet, including the maintenance of the

In thia peried of eleven years the ex-
penditure on rew constructien has beea
as follows:—
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The line of cxpenditure munt now in-
evitably ‘trond wpwards, The atruggls in
the race of Dreadnoughts is Lecoming
Bevere, and we nerd more crwiserd and
Expuds vrafk, Tm the past. fowr years wa
have helit ne pretedtod creisers for soout-
lng womk with twe Kleet, wnd mmce tor-
podo craft are Deing built in such farps
Bumbors — Gispnmag . i laying  deown

pguadrons al sca, new shipm, steres, etc,,

in the past eleven years, the figures

being ag under: .
187 £22.170.000
1808, . 23.541.000
J E.H I 25741000
TN, 299049 000
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1002, . 31,004,000
1405 . 35,708,000
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107, ren  31,419000

1t should ba explnined that down to
iast year the Navy MHatimates did not in-
clude the outlay on naval works—dock-
yaed pxienvions, cle. Comsegquently, to
arrive at a correct wiew of the real fall
im expenditure, the aums 1aid out in thess
permanent  woderlakinga, and paid for
out of loana, sliould be inken into ac.
epunit. In the cleven years we aveni ap-
proximately £$1,000000 .for tacse pur- .

powcs, or an average of about two mil-
lioms annually. Last year the Govern-
ment decided to rine ne more loans,
Thus, while the previous expenchitare pro-
vided fur in the suceessive lgtimates
down to 1800-T was about L£2000,000 less
each year than was actunally expended,
las year the sum provided by vole,
apart from a smail loam balance, was
+very penny which was available for st
the various cliannel of naval activity, in-
cluding pensiona, which de not appear in
the German approprialions, and 1he Koyal
Alarines, which in the case of the French
Navy are provided for out of Lhe Army
Notes,

We have now reached the end of the
years of [alling expenditure,  Whatever
apinions mmy Dbe hield &y those who ob-
ject to the size of our avnmments, the
country no alternatlive.  Owr stang-
ard of n I power is virtnally regulated
by our s, becawse we have a Lwo-
P'ower andard. This  sulematically
fixes our Estimaies from year to year
we arg Yhe finmncial victims of the amin
tiona of meighbours who may become
enemics, and if we crase to play the role
we have adopted for years pust we may
be their victims in A far moce senous
sense; the Empire may be riven asunder,
these ands overrun by forcizn troeps,
ot fond snatched from onr munibs, The
suma we spend on lhe navy are the pre-
mimmg  we " pay by way of iouranoee
Agaimst the perily which wonld threaten
us inunedintely we lost command of the
sen. T'eace at n cost of even forty
millions a year—lesa than €l gwr head
of the populution—is cheaper than war
and an eventual victory. A Two-Powrer
Standarvd ensures peace, and anythmg bess
may tempt some rivaley to try concle
sions, with the result that we should
probably win—Dbut at a cost.
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Coroner’s Advice to a Husband.

TELLE UIM TO THRASH HI1§5 WIFK,

Mr. 8. Brighouse, 1l corvser for
South-West Laneashive, mive seme extron-
ordinary wibvice 1o the husband of a
woman whao, it was stated, had neglected
ber children.

The enquiry related to Lhe death of
the six-weeks-old child of Arihur and
Mary Glover, of 3, Ihackley-strect, War-
ringlon, and had been adjourned in order
that & post mortem ekamination might
Ve leld.

Dy, Smith now slajed that the child
wieighed six pounds, that it was in a well-
nourished condition, and the erpans of
the Lody were in a heallthy state, except
the brain and the hmgs, which were
slighily congested, a condilion which
wag present afler convulsinons, In e
opinion Lhe child died irom palural
CAUIEE.

In returning a verdiet of “Naiurat
causes,” Lthe jury reyuested the Coroner
te censure the mother who had heen
warncd and pent to prison for neglect-

-ing ber children.

The Coroner advised {he hushand ihat,
unless his wife improved, the besl course
for him would be to apply Lo the
magistrate for a weparation on the
gronndy of ber Leing an habitual drunk-
ard and the magistrates then had power
te order her removal to an inchrintes’
home.

To the mother, Mr. Byighouar said:
This is your last chance, My advice 1o
you is to give up drink. I know what
I should do if §k were your husband.
I would deul with you in & ditferent way
than he does. | would cure you before
this weck was ont, (To the husband)
¥You give ber & good hammering.  Never
mind the magivtrates convicling you of
asanuit,

The Husband: Rhe will give me one.

The Coroner: M you cnnnot do it,
aend for mo. I will wiraighten her up,
:(-‘m.l worda are absolutely wasted on
ex,. -
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“ A& Perfecr  Deverape.
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A Cocoa you can enjoy.

A Favourite with Children
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