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they theew into the cieft, raising ita
bollow Lo B sulticient height to admit of
the hefty Mrs, (ooney’s passage between
ita shearing walls. This work consumed
severul hours, during which the -mouss
was losl; but the willing gentiemen

pulled her in front and. boosted her from

Lichind, until the fair one wmounted the
woblLly aud uncertain path.

At the farther end, the aheriff slipped,
IMe was leading Mra, Cooney, who,
naturally, slipped also, and fortunately
—from ier puint of view—employed tho
officer of the law a an unsympathetic
buiTer when she landed on terra firma.

“Danmer!” roared the sherif, whose
hrad alone protruded from hunreathnthe
ample person of Mra. }oo:u‘y; she
dune it a-purpose! Vuller off!”

Kow, snmchow, Lhis aremed Lo pinusa
the widow vaslly, for she laughed till
the rocky hills resounded with her merri-
ment.  This was bad. When the widow
laughed, she sheok; wihen she shook, sho
pettled; and when she settled, it ndded to
the sherifl’s happiness. [t added also to
his peaceful frame of mind; and wlien
finally rescued, he offered to make bloody
the nose of any qualified descendant of
vrute creation who considered =smiling
B Lealthy pastime. Therefore, the posse
marchied solemnly o the nrouth of the
cave through whicl they must pass to
reach the town, and cocountered the
Lhird obstacle.

The cave, nt a casuul glance, was far
too tight a fit to accommodate the lady’s
pet dimensions, for even nt its widest
point she neatled like a cartridge in &
gun.  One idiot supgested thai they try
her sidewise, .

"“She ain’t got none,” ouserved a local
wit; whercupon, because of the ancient-
neas of the jest, another depuly smote
Lim with a pistol butt, quite deservedly.
The posse looked at one austher insilent
consternation. The sheriff expressed
Limself as one who talks aloud in B
beautiful, vivid dream,

“My!” said Mrs. Cooncy, clapping
her hands uponr her ears; “this ain’t no
fitlen comp'ny fer any ludy, aa’ I'm
goin’ lLiome.”

“Hi yi!” exclaimed Eph, in ehar-
acteristic negro humour, and retreated
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out of range of the sheriff's hard Lrowa
fiat.

Suddenly it dawned upon the sherif
why the widow Gooney had, of her owtl
volition, remained for pevenieen years
in the vallay.
thut there she would remain till death;:
¢nlesa, indeed, ahe bant frightfully or
icft in pome specially built Lalloon.

Before leaving, however, he did two
things—unofficially. He gallantiy helped
the widow Gooney back over the path of
pine boughs through the cleft; then Le
thrashed Ham Collins seundly, on gen-
eral principtes, and felt hetter therefor,
both in body and in mind

“(ood-by!” called the ponderous Mra.
Gooney, from beyond the cleft, “When
you all cowme up again, [ hope you'll
do it asociable An' T'm  much
obliged for bLreakin’ up that still. We
was goin' out of bLusiness, anyhow."

On the following day the township
foreguthered to Lear the evidence, while
the sheritf ahowed cause before the learn-
ed court why his oflice should still be
his, At ihe mention of the widow
Gooney's personal charma, the sheriffs
wife rose up and challenged the sworn
{estiinony of thirteen eye-witnesses. The
learned court ruppressed hev, and a fool-
ish revenue officer presumed to laugh;
whereat the virtuous sheriff waited upon
him after court adjourncd aad thrashed
Lim, unoflicially.

Two days later, thers journeyed to the
mountains a second pirty, composed of
soyernl town officiala, the aheriff, five.
agents for Uncle Bam, aud two civil
engineers—these latter gentlemeén being
employed to compute the cost of blasting
away sufficient slices of the mountain to
allow one Missus Gooney to be haled
justice. - .

They weighed that lady by the process
of mental arithmetic, figured her dis-
placement 8s compared to the estimated
cost of upreoling four miles of rock, and
presented figures which made the com-
mittce curse. -

“Now, loock n-here” supgested the
venerable juslice of the peace, “s’posin’
we demand 2 good bot dinner in the form
o' bail, an’ bind His’ Gooney over fer to
keep the peace. She kin swear on path

It dawned upon him, also, ..

.0 stay where she's at right now, till
subpernercd by the cote T
“All right,” agreed the corpulent
widow cheerfully. FEf you'll wait half
& hour, I'll cook you a dioner what'll
make you set up an’ forgit vo' mathers.
An' say, ef any of you gent'men wants
to wel yo' whistles some, I reckoa you
won't be forced to drink spring water,
neither.* .
Three minutes later the earnest com-

mities foregathered about the cabin door.

im ppiritual convocation, .

“Here's laokin" at yer!" cackled tha
venerable justice of the peace molemnly,
and Uncle Bam’s fye agenta responded
sheepishly. : . -

“Hete's to Missudy Gooney!" {oasted
a limber-conscienced officer of the pacred
law; them he wiped his eyes, for tha
juice of the rye was green.

{End.)

THE WORKERS’ FRIEND.

ZAM-BUK BALM HEALS ALL- IN-
JURIES,

Draisca, Gashes, Wounda, and other
injuries inseparable from the callings of
the great army of out-door workers, are
soothed and speedily healed by Zam-Buk
Balm, The following case of Mr E, M.

Hughes, of Alma Avenue, Marrickville,

Bydney, is an instance. e says : “Dur-
ing my occupation as Drainer, licensed
under the Water and Bewerage Board,
I am constantly kpocking and cutting
my hands, and through the action of ce-
ment on the wounds, they hecome in-
flanted and fester. I happened to re-
ceive & sample of Zam-Buk Balm, and it
proved s¢ effective that I procured a
Jarge pot from the chemist’s, and, con-
tinuing with the treatment, the fester-
ing was quickly allayed and the nores
healed. I nlao uae Zam-Buk on my
children for small sores, with like matia-
factory results, I always recommend
Zam-Buk Balm {0 my friends for sooth-
ing and. healing purpases.”

Zam-Buk is & Balm of sterling merit,
By virtue of ita remarkable healing and
antiseptic power over ail imjured, dia-
eaged, irritated and inflamed conditions
of the skin, s pot should be kept handy
in every home. .Price 1/8 per ot or
3/6 family size, containing nearly four
tines the 1/6.

"A Good Neck.

This is what many girls and women
desire, though nature is often somewhat
niggardly in this respect. In former daya
when this happened one had to make the
best of it; but now art has something
to say in the matter, and much may be
done to improve nsture in this reapect.
And the firat thing to do it to give up
too high and too tight collars and nmeck
bands. Compreasion is fatal to the line
of baguty in any part, and the neck is na
exception, while nighitly application of a
zood cold cream, well massaged in, will
help io nurture as. well as whiten the
skin, - But suitable exercises are the main
thing {o develop and beautify the throat.
and neck. The hollows in & thin neck
may be filled up first by breathing cxer-
cises. Inhalo deeply through the noac,
and force the breath against the threat,
Hold it for ten t¢ twenty seconds, and
then exhale through the mouth, While
inhaling, rise on your toes, and while ex-
haling drop on your hecls. Ancther ex-
erciae ia to stretch your arma out straight
from the shoulder, and raise them slowly
above your head, inhaling and rising on
your toes as you d¢ this. Hold them
at the greatest height, and then, without
lotting your breath go, sniff through
your nose deeply three times; exhale and
brings your arms sharply down, and drog
on your heels. Then turn yowr head to
one gide, nod it ae deep and raise it as
high as possible., Do this on both sides,
and if you stand before a mirror yon
will see how this effocts the neck muacles,
‘All exercises should be done in the morn.
ing and at night, when your clothes do
mot comprass you in any way. -
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