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ALY. the town wus’lav._lglliné at
the sheriff, and: the other half—
well, the other half was lzugh-
jng at him, too. It pleased him
vaatly. In the Weekly Clarion,

Leneath a highly unflattering wood-cut,
had appeared a brief notice, as follows:

The exlrtence for Seventeen years of
B Moonshiners' Trust, koown as Plua
Top Htill, hns ceased {0 be A novelty,
‘und cacts 4 reflection upoo the character
_of pur iupocent aad iaw-ablding commu-
nity. If, thersfore, the genlleman
whose excellent povtralt  we
ahove Fipects. auother term of offire,
it beloaveth him to play tag o the
numugaing. gud’ make xomebody it

This artice was not in itself calculuted

to arouse the town to merriment, bul a
flaunting advertisement in the same
lasut- of the Clarion pruved more frailful:

Drink Finae

SHERTFF¥

e

Tap Ryc
BRAND
Beat and _('hen-pes t

Beal hecause it i the Dbest. ('heapest
becuuse we pay no revenue.

The cditor of the Clarion was a new
#ditor, and received the advertisgment
fof Lwo ressons: tgt because soms‘u
Kpowd, peyuoh had poid good ; :moncy f
g insertiam ; “wtcond, lwirause e km“z
nmthé‘r the t vy of the illicit  stifi

the semaitive-dtaposition of the sher-
i 3 hen, mfurnu:d by a friend, how:

nvm Ut adic shieri was cam‘hg over

(%) <‘\pldul bLotd, the edjlor made a- hasty
visit to rohatived in the norll, and stay-
ed Lhere - which was wize.

~The shorifl, disappointed” at the ab-
lu-m'c- of his prey, un_lluckll(d his six-
nhn()t_ers and sat woodily on his own
front! parch, l[(‘ was a tall gaunt man

present -

p
P gf've got my limibs,

of furly five yeara, all muscle and se-

ricurness; a hard grev eye and am ag-

agressive littla. tuft of wiry whiskers om .

the point of his chim emplasized each
the ather’s Ferocity. Twice in his life
he had heen known toe lnugh, but both
eruplivns were caused by purnrinus e
murks of his own infant<—which ls no
pronl of hupour in ary man,

For twenly years he bad served Ius
towmhlp faithfully. He had a clean re-
cord, und sears Lo prove it, wilth the one
exceplion of his failure to locate and
land io jail the proprietor of Pine Top
sStill. Many revenue officers had also
trie<] their hawds; but, in spite of &
shwnding reward of five thousand doliars,
Hine Top illivit rye continued to trickle
throngh the veins of North Carolina.

o The aberifl, too, spent most of his
spure time in the mountains; bet, to
emplny his own inelegant pluaqquOUy
ke “raked them Dills with a fine tooth-
camb an” never found o nit.” He was
think ng of all “these thingn, us he oow
gt idly on Lis front porch, whea a
ulumhre-r cigne up’and udeosted hlI‘II' N
rdll'l [RELW (I“!I'IH i¥ my name—
tu the Pine
Le—stack

U talkin® Buisingss,™
U' e was a Bltle aerap of a8 man with
ghifly fittde rats cyes and the general
. consvisucelosa little
¥ eyed him suspicious-
wenpon into its haluler.
your galne?” he awkial’

i Anid the ubranger,
the porel atep ahd fun-
g Wimsedf with Bs Dt
we ull gone over to the Conntry Fair

L’h

r to see the races, an' of you want te
;uup in Lhe still, to-night's & mighty
“‘J gultlly time to do it.  'm probably the

dallge* diiln. whint ean show you Lhe way,
but Lhe questiop in; "What's it wulh to
sl

“the gang °

" “How muc'h dye: want! asked the
-herrﬂ'—cauhouﬁly . - LR
“QOh, not much,” said Collins, selecting
a juicy- grass b]zde and’ nibbling on it.
“I vumt.s the right of Btate's evidence,
of co'se, an® fer the res’, I'll take in that
five thousand reward.” ) i
“alf.” said Lhe uherlﬂ' with a snap
of . his 1rl:l|1 _]aw
" The atrangpr arﬂse i'épla,ced his” hal.
smiled an adieu and crossed the dusty
road; then he sat down ‘wnder 3 tree aud
_began to read the last issue of the Wesk-
ly Clarion. with evident: enjoyment. The

- sherifl cursed softly a.ru.l wunt over to
himi. < 3
“f.ook a-here,”” he began, *

wobjeck in turnin’ traitor?
“That there’s my business,™
Informant.

“Ef you wants to break up
ihe still, that's your business. You got
my offer. Take it or leave it. The
revenue fellers’ll lhave the same priv'-
tege.”

Whereupon Colliny seemed to furget
the presence of an officer of the law, for
le tilted his head on one side and re-
garded the woodcut in the Clarion criti-
cally,

“Drop i

- rommanded the sh:-mr
Noww tal

¥ The siranger pocketed his ndws pcr,-‘-

aglgeted’ nnother grass biade aad opﬁ-ncd

ego;,mtmns. RS
¥ FVap - wee, it's ﬂus B-waY. Ther’r
wmt.'i. “nobady uﬁ\t.o the ‘still Lo- night}

‘vept a ol' darky an’ the boss. You can
tuke Yer posse with you, break up the
outfit an” keich the res’ of the gang when
they comes back from the fair to-morrer,
It’s easier’n lvin ‘a.n'- Tl show yau
where to trap ‘em.”

The sheriff looked from (}ollms to the
blue line of mountain tupa twcn\.y mlles
distant, P

“jt wounds all tight,” _he agreod;
“hut how'm I to know tlat you ain’t
steerin' I

“Well,"” returned Collins, with a care-
less shrug of his little fAat shoulders,
“you'll huve me as gilt-cdge collat'ral.
IIl Zo. with you—totin' no . weepina—
an' of you ain't sat'sfied, you can blow
& hole in me. A man don’t Airt with
“them Llue babiea o' your'n §es’ fer the
fun of it. Well, what you say?®’

For five long minutes the sheriff gared
thoughtfully toward the distant moun-
tain renge which for seventeen years had
Lidden the Pine Top Still, ‘then he
stretched out his hard, lean hand. That
night at one o'clock, aecompaniPd by
iwelve sworn deputies, he picked up the
informant at the cress-romds and rode
towzrd the font hifls, For ten miles the
going wus easy. then they atruck the
ptecper anrcents. and the -horses  were
tethered in a grove while' the posme went
. forward on foot. After several milea of
stiff climbing., a halt waa called; not
only for a hasty breakrast, hut to wait
_ for_the |Ih]|t. nince -the trail: had now
become too dangerous to l'ol.low in t‘he
darknean, A

“Look  a-herp” :muppmi tl-e sherif,
Aurning to Collina suddenly, “d'ye menn
1o tell me that vou haul yer moonshine
whinky down a hielk-t" npht gozt-path Ilkn

.

teturnced.  Collins

“Naw,"
as he swallowed hali a biscuit and wipsd

cnreleaqu,

hin mouth with the back of his hand.
“The juice gels Lo the valley by a p:r
line, on" we- damp the grain down a chule
‘eront Lhe nadelle of the mountain”

“You gnl.l,er prove that luter,” growlg
the shentl, “or somethin® elxe |

“what's yer '

cooed the -

me inte a hornets” nest?™ -

And now ihe real labour of the under-
taking began. The " posse and their
guide clambered over boulders, dipped
into tangled rovines, and worked up-
ward again by the aid of projecting roots
and stunied pines. Bometimen the trail
led directly along ihe face of the cliff,
where-the mea were fm:':ed to cling like

- flies, "with scurce a foothold betwecn

them and the ﬁis’t-‘w’r_éal.hed chasma far
belew; and thus they serambled on, slow-,
ly, laboriusly, till the gun began to peep
acroas the mountain range. - .

They struck a tumbiing creek wh:ch
bora a telltule taint of rye-marsh, and
following iL for half a mile, came upon
a wide and beautiful waterfall, With-
oul warning, Collins dived i.hrough it
and dissppeared. - The sherifl lovsened
one blue baby and dived after him, and.
in a way, was disappointed to find him
waiting complacently on the farther side.
Here the rest of the posse joined them
immediately; wel, suspicious, and pro-
fanely critical; and Lhe journey wad
taken up again, leading through the
mouth of & narrow cave, where the men
were forced te stoop, and ice-cold water
ran ankle-deep.

“Sher'f,”. said ~ Collinag, hisz ° voice
noundmg qtmngelv hollow angd sepulchrn;l
in’ the ‘gloomy cavern, “this 'here’s a

mighly ﬁood phce fer tn ketch the gang
when they come long bome from’ the
fajem

"Bully," agremi “the * heriff ‘grimly;™
“an’ a mighty durn good place fer the
gang to kelch we all—now!”

.. He lnid the muzze of one of Lhe pre-
viosly mentioned blue infents in the
hollow of Mr. Collins' neck, and pro-
ceeded cautiously. Soon light was seen’
arcad, and the posse emerged into a wide
valley with rocky, precipitous sides..
This, the guide informed Them, was the
last stage of the journey; then he led,
them into a bisecting clefi which seemed

-to run toward the very heart of the

mountuins. The path lay along s dried-,
up waterconrse, so narrow af its bottom
that the men were forced to walk single
file, but widening as the rocky walls
sheared away above their heads. For
thirty paces they traversed thia ecleft,
gilent, alert; then, founding a boulder,
came into full view of the moonshiners’.
Bnug retreat.

A broad, fertile valley it was, zet in
a pockel among the towering peaks—aa
safe & mest as though it lay hidden in
ithe bowels of the earth. ' In-the centre
of cultivated fields, sorfounded by a-
grove of pines, sat half a dozen Tough
log cabins, all seemingly uboccupied suve
the Inrxest of the lot, from the chimney
of which blue smoke was curling.

‘The sherif ‘wihispered to his men,
ordemd a wile detenr, and approm.hﬂl
ihis cubin stealthily, in the hope of
taking its occupants unawares. All went
welt until they eame within twenty feet
of theic destinalion, then some born fool
aneezed. Arvound the edge of the cabin
doorway appeated the frightened face of

an aged ne.gro. It vanished instantly,
and in ils p]m slid tha muzzle of a
rusty musket. T . .

There was a roar, & curse, the whule of
a huge builet frolicking away among the
rocks—and the sheriff sat up, babbling
foolishly. In 2 moment he caughi his,
grip again, brushed the blood from a

. Yittle furrow in ‘hig scalp, and charged

into the cabim, ben* on profesaional
trouble. Inside the door he came upon .
his would-be murderer, pursing’a bruised
shoulder ‘and muttering half-chanted
prayers, but beyond in the dining-reom,
he got the surprise of hia Tife,

Bented st a table, calmly engaged in
buttering butter-cakes, ‘was the largest
lady in the Uniter Siztes outside of a
circus side-show. Hed she consented to
the test, she would have tipped the acales -
at over four hundred; as the sheriff
afterward described her, inder ocath:
" “Shé was jes' whopping, all over. She
bad four ching, the lady had, an’ a beam
that put me in min" of the Bank end .
of a barn™ This descriplion, though a
trifle unpolished, wns spread upon the-
eourt records, attested by iwelve eye:
witnesses, :

“Lady, » said the shenlf
dining-room_suddealy, and, wa
of .buns, in the _gmunner of a prizefighter .
sparring for an opening; “wher's the
bosa 1™ . o

“dm .lm.r" mphed the la;dy--lm quelr
tion, smiling aflably." Bet, dtlwn an*
hev gome breakfus’.” ... -

“Vou!” gasped the sheriff, lus mcuth
going open slowly, till his chin concealed
the absence of a necktie, “You!"-

- “Sure,” nodded the !ady, wntchmg the
Ienumly flow of syrup oo hcr batter-
cakes. “l've run this ptill ever sence
wy busban' was’ tonk off, seven years
ago, with yaller jandiss. Sei down an’
hev some cakes while they's hot, won't
you? Mra. Goondy's my rmmhMarm
Gooney—an’ from 'thé way you come

pmncm in jes’ now I suspicion that
you're the sheriff.” -
*“Yeg'm,” “snid that officer’ meekly.

when Lthe widow pauséd for breath.
cought it immediately, and resumed:
" “I'va be’m expectin’ of yon for quita
a Spi‘lll. Rigld smart of a climb up lhere
ain’t it? You Lknow—have a seat,
sheriff, do— I havent lefi this place
sence 1 firs’ come to it, seventeen pears
age, whrn Guoney an’.me gol married
1 wan't nothin® but jes' a alip of a gnrl
then. Ninety-four  pouns 1 weighed—
in iy nightgown.’ You wouldn't hardly
believe that, now, would ynu"‘ .

The sheriff looked hl! doubts, to tha
point of impoliteness, . *You've growed
somg,” he murmured ,, pon-remmittally,
and ‘lapsed into nhen-]):sh silence, :

Mrps Gooney continued cntmg batter-
cakes. Prcsenily she looked up, with &
pathetie litlle smile . which, _completely
bid her eyes in two deep ereases, .

“Yops,” she. sighed.: “I've. lunk on
rightrsmart Acsh.. Why, net one of the
bo_yu can hop me acrost a ditch,. though

D yeae
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HOW TO KEEP COOL.

We recommend all who sufier lrom 1he heat to add g fow drops of -

- Condy's Fluld to the Daily Bath or Foot Bath.
- Bath imparts a Lasting asensation of Coolness,

- Puglty. .
ahnwolu substitutes,

- grwin'll - got _dumped | down - thatt l‘l}era
Aadkille-hack, Como lonn_. boys,’ ll.'l git-
tia® light,* -

as Corgners’ Inquests

A Condy's Fluid ..
Freshness and

It invigorates the body and braces the nerves. Bewarg of
Perman

ansie of Fotash Crystats ars * -
ave proved.

k- “Condy's Fluid " contains NO Pormanganate of 'l’dtlsli ahd is -

non-polsonous. See that “Cand
all Chemists and Stores. Ce

's Flid" 15 on the Iabel. Irz
y's, Goswell Rd., London, Englln



