
new members if they would only take

trouble to have a few minutes’ chat with’

their suliordinates. Now. supposing the

society has a good number of members,
what steps should be taken to keep their

interest from flagging? It goes without
saying that (‘very new-comer should be

warmly welcomed by the committee. In

reality the very existence of the society
and its usefulness ought to be sufficient

reasons,but in this age of “inducements’’

in the form of prizes for this, that, and

the other, something more tangible, is

required in mutual improvement associa-

tions. In the first place: —
(1) Every horticultural society ought

to become affiliated with the R.H.S. The

subscription is as low as one guinea, and

the benefits to be obtained are great—of
many times tin* value of the subscrip-
tion. I'he greatest benefit, to my mind,

is the copy of the •“Journal,” a periodical
«it once instructive, scientific, practical,
and verv useful, not onlv to the profes-

sional gardener. but also to the amateur.
1 need not enumerate the other advan-

tages to be obtained from affiliation, but

any society wishing to unite with the

R.il.S. for the good of horticulture gen-

erally should apply to the secretary of

the society at Vincent Square for par-
t iculars.

(2) A gardeners' mutual improvement
society by its very title suggests lec-

tures. debates, essays, and chats, which

necessarily would be on some subject
connected with horticulture. As many

of these papers as possible should be

given by members of the society, al-

though occasionally some outsider might
be asked to give a lecture to infuse a

little more life into the meetings of the
associa t ion.

CD Members should be encouraged to

ask questions on matters relating to

their profession and work. There could

lie a certain time allowed for them on

the agenda at each meeting, in addition

to the dismission on the lecture, and they
could be asked verbally, or lie written on

a *lip of paper and handed to the seere

I ary, or placed in a “question box.”

\ny member who might feel qualified to

deal with the subject should then give

his opinion or practical experience.
ft) X good library of useful works on

Hie theoretical, practical, and scientific

ispecta of horticulture ought to

pMPxist for the benefit of its mem-

r-’bers. Some of these books might
lie obtained as gifts from ladies and
gentlemen interested in the society,
others purchased by the committee.

There are so many good works now in

existence that it would be difficult to

make a selection for this paper, nor

perhaps would it be wise to do so. The

“Gardeners* Chronicle” publishes a cata-

logue which would form a guide to any-
one wishing to make a selection.

(5) A good microscope and accessories,
again, often prove very useful in deter-

mining fungus pests, the strcut lire of

plant forms, etc., and if one or more of

the members are adepts at staining,
mounting, and preparing objects, so much
the better.

(6) A magic lantern, too. fitted with a

good generator for acetylene gas, is of

great service, and can be the means of
illustrating many a lecture, for so nu-

merous are the slides in almost every

branch of science that winter meetings
can be made very instructive as well as

entertaining. Many gardeners now are

good photographers, and take- pictures
of pretty scenes and flowers in their own

or.in other people's gardens. These can

often form the subject for an evening’s
chat if made up as lantern slides.

(7) Exhibits of flowers, fruit, or vege-
tables should be encouraged at the meet-

ings. for they not only give the members

something to look at, but often form the

subject for conversation as to culture,
training, etc. Some societies give points
for these exhibits, and on them depend
prizes at the end of the session. There

is much to commend this, but at the

same time it is not fair to the under-

gardeners, who have no means of bring-
ing produce for this purpose. Certifi-

cates are sometimes awarded for well-

cultivated specimens, or for new and
good seedlings.

(8) Essays, again, form another at-
traction for which prizes can be offered,
but unless a man has had a certain
amount of practice with his pen, and

can express his ideas clearly, he fights
shy of the undertaking.

(9) Visits to famous gardens, to each
other's gardens, or. again, to the nur-

series and seed trial grounds of noted
seedsmen, often provide instruction and

enjoyment in the summer, when it is

difficult to get members together for an

indoor meeting.
(10) Another, but certainly not the

least, of these suggestions—a flower
show might and can be arranged, where

facilities exist, for the non-competitive
exhibition of flowers, fruit, vegetables,

Some Fine Blooms.

Six Cactus Dahlias, in hunches of three distinct varieties. Exhibited by Messrs.

D. Hay and Son, at the Auckland Horticultural Society’s Show, and awared first

prize.

FLAVOUR IN POTATOES.

After the subsidence of the great boom
in potatoes, cultivators of various classes
have now settled down to test the quality
and general value of the varieties in cul-

tivation. The Monmouthshire Education

Committee have been making several
trials with potatoes for the purpose of

ascertaining the most useful varieties in

general cultivation. A report of one of
the trials held at the White House Farm.
Llanvair, Abergavenny, shows that these

trials have been extensive. The cultivat-

ing and manuring of the ground was such

as would be given to a potato crop on

any well-managed farm. At the annual

gathering of the Agricultural Education

Department of the County the varieties

under trial to the number of forty-two
baskets were exhibited, together with
cooked samples of the best exhibits.

It is interesting to note that two of the

leading early varieties are described as

being very close in texture after the cook-

ing trial. Sir John Llewelyn had very
little flavour, but Duke of York, in spite
of its close character, was of fairly good
flavour. A large number of the varieties

tested were described as floury, and

amongst these Russet Queen and Peace-
maker are classed as very floury. May-
field Blossom is described as of excellent

flavour and easily cooked: others are

described as of very good flavour, and

this includes Sutton’s Abundance, The

Factor, and Discovery. Southern Queen
is said to be very good indeed in the

matter of flavour, and is easily cooked.

Others described as of good flavour are

Radium. The Cottar. Table Talk, and

Koval Kidney. Slightly less decided in

this respect are those described as of

fairly good flavour, and under that head-

ing may be placed Webber’s Early. Se-

lected Northern Star. Up-to-Date. Duke

of York. Premier, and Warrior.
It is also of importance to note the

cropping qualities of the various varie-

ties under trial, or at least those that
were heaviest. Eighteen sets of each

variety were planted, and the resulting
tubers were classed under ware, seed,

chats, and diseased. The lightest weight
of ware or good, useful tubers was 41b.,
and both of these were early varieties.
By contrast with these we may say that

the heaviest weight was produced by
Mayfield Blossom, namely 571b5.: Se-

lected Northern Star came next with 52

lbs.; The Factor. 4941b5.; Royal Kidney,
43Albs. : The Cottar. 39Mbs.; Table Talk,

37 Albs.: The Laird. 341b5.: Sutton's

Abundance. 321b5.; ITp-to-Date, 2Glbs.;
Tyne Kidney, 25Albs.; Warrior. 24Albs.;
and The Moat, 241bs.

KITCHENER AS GARDENER.

Lord Kitchener lias, it appears, a sen-

timental side to his character. The grim
“K.,” as he is called in India, is an

enthusiastic gardener, and his principal
delight is in growing flowers, and in this

piWsuit he excels.

Mackay’s Seeds puntV"0

ARE THE BEST I SOW NOW~NEW CROP

Pansies. Cinerarias. Anemones. Primu-
las, Ranunculus, Stocks, Calceolarias,

Cyclamen. Neinesia, etc., etc.

BULBS FOR SPRING FLOWERING.

SWEET PEAS, newest and best col-

lection, at

O. J. MACKAY'S “"‘SKiiS

E. PAUL
Carnation Specialist

Virginia St., Geelong West Victoria.

R. CHEESEMAN
Nurseryman. Florist

ano Seed merchant

Brighten N., Victoria, <& Swanston

St, Melbourne ♦ "«»» ro»

Plant Now!
BULBS.—Anemones (St. Bridgid, Single

Mixed); Ranunculus. Freezias, Daffodils.

Hyacinths.

SOW NOW!
YATES SPECIAL LAWN GRASS

MIXTURE.

And Top-Dress
Lawns with

YATES’ LAWN MANURE.

SWEET PEAS.—Separate Colours (named
sorts). 3d. and 6d. pkt.; Our Special Man

gere Mixed, 6d. pkt.; Ordinary Mixture,
3d. pkt.

PANSIES. Choicest Strains, Gd. to 1/6
Pkt.

Cinerarias, choice, 1/6 pkt. Carnations,
choice, 1/- and 1/6 pkt. Aquilegia, 3d. and

6d. pkt. Delphinium, 3d. and 6<l. pkl.
Canterbury Bells. 3d. pkt. Scabious, 3d.
and 6d. pkt. Dianthus, 3d. and 6d. pkt.
Antirrhinum. 3d. and Gd. pkt. Stocks, 3d.

and Gd. pkt. Gaillardia, 3d. and 6d. pkl.
Godetias, 3d. pkt. Hollyhock, 3d. and Gd.

pkt. Leptosyne, 3d. ami 6d. pkt. Linaria.
3d. and 6d. pkt. Primula, 1/6 nkt. Poppies
3d. and 6d.

Arthur Yates
--

& Co. ■

SEED MERCHANTS

E. & W. HACKETT’S

SPECIALTIES.
Cineraria Large flowered, dwarf, com

pact fringe rars.. 2/6 pkt. Calceolaria
Dalkeith Dark strain, 2/6 pkt. Mimuius—
Giant Queen's Drize, 1/6 pkt. Pansy-
Exhibition. fancy choicest mixed, 2/6 pkt.
Gloxinia New French, tigred and spotted,
1/6 pkt. Begonia—Tuberous, “International
Prize." double and single. 2/6 pkt. Hac-
kett's Giant Cyclamens—l/ and 3/6 pkt.
Polyanthus Primroses — “Royal London
London Parks,” 1/ pkt.

Phlox Drnmmondi Grandiflora,
Hackett’s Special Strain, in 26 co-
lours. 1/, 2/6 and 5/ pkt.
SEEDSMEN. NURSERYMEN. ETC.,

73, Rundle-street, ADELAIDE.
S. AUSTRALIA.

ORDER SPRING BULBS NOW.

Telephone 761. Established 1855

D. HAY & SON
Growers of High-Grade Nursery Stock

Importers, Raisers, and Distributors of New and Rare
Fruits, Ornamental Trees, Shrubs, Hothouse. Green-
house and Window Plants, Bulbs, Dalhias. Chrysan

themunis, etc. All Catalogues Free on Application.
Everything for theGarden, Greenhouseand Orchard.

PALMS AND FERNS a speciality
Exporters of Palm Se?d, Native a- d Sou’h Sea Island
Plants. Importers ofSpraying Machines, Garden Ton's,

Knives, Secateurs, etc. Correspondence solicited.

PROMPT ATTENTION. SECURE PACKING.

MONTPELLIER NURSERIES Auckland. NZ.
Address Telegrams toParnell or Newmarket

c. s. McDonald & son

Nurserymen and Florists.

EPSOM.

Onehunga trams pass the Nurseries every
few minutes. Telephone 842.

CARNATIOIS.

Orders hooked now; most Up-to-date
Collection in the District. Priced Cata-

logues on application.

E. WHITE,
Carnation Specialist, Second A”enue,

KINGSLAND.

Bennett & Green
CENTRAL NURSERIES

Khyber Pass & Carlton Gore Rds.
AUCKLAND, N.Z.

Telephone 889

Orders by letter, tele-
„

NewmarketandOnehunue

Phone, ete wm receive Q H
our prompt and most GARDENING in all
carefulattention. branches
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