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GRAPHIC PICTURE OF OLD
MAORI LIFEL

By AUGUSTUS EARLE

Draughtaman to HMis Mueslyl Surveying Ship
“The Beagle.™
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WANT ()F REGULAR GOVERNMENT.

he great amd leading defeet in this coundry,
and bhe principal canse of their frequent wars and
dizstirbances, which  harass aml Jepopulate the
ritws, aned puts a stop to all improvement, is the
want ot sone rogubo svstemn of government. There
e ouly two classes of people-—chiets aml slaves;
atul. ax consapguinity coustitates.a high claim, the
clilest som ot a harge fanily, who ean bring the
greadest nunsher of warriars of his own hanie inio
the Helld, s comsidered the chicl of that district or
teibe: amd as he, by reason ol his [ollowers, ean
tuke posses<ion of the greatest number of prisoners
or slaves, e beeomes the raling man. . Every
other man of his teibe constders himsell on gn
equality with hiim in evervthing, exvept that he
shiws him obedivnee, and follows Tim to hattle.

Iaelh s independent i his own family, and -
halils wneontrolled power of life and death over
every idividual it contains.  They seem. not to
exereise any covrcion over the youager hranches of
a Jamily, who are allowed nubounded liberty il
the virle linve sweethearts and the boys are strong
enovgh to go to war. They are Kind and hospit-
able (o strangers, and are excessively fond of theit
ehtililren. On o Joarbey, Gt is imore. nsual to see
the Tather emeying his infant than the mother;
and ull the fittle oftices of 4 gurse are’ per fortied
by him . with (e tendorest care aod gomd hamoeur.
Tu muny inzlanecs (wherein they differ from ost
suvage tribee) L bave seen the -wife treaied as an
equal amd companion.  In fact, when not engaged
in war, the New Zealander §s quite a domestic,
chevrful, huemless character; lint onee rouse his
anger, or durn hime into ridicule, and his disposi-
tion i inetantly changed. A being, whose pas-
i lave never been carbed from infaney, aml
witse ouly notion of what he conceives to he lis
Tight i= to retalte for an eifence with Dlood, must
naturaliy form a cruel and vindictive character.
Suel (hese slanders seemed to o= on our first visit-
ing then. "The sight of beings =0 extraoedinary
(Ter thus we uropeans must have appeared ta
them) exeited o thelr savage niinds the greatest
wulil and they thonght we were sent as a
seourge and an encisy ;s and though Cook, one af
theiv carliost visitors, adopted every methad ]'Iih
ingennity conld devise (o concitiate them, yel,
they never cothl therouglity anderstand his mtc n-
tions. (hey woere always on ‘the alerl o atlack hing
Lenee arome the borrar and disgust expressed for-
merly at the mere semion of the same ol “a New
Lralanler”

MAORIS AND AUSTRALIAN BLACKS
(H\]I‘\H[‘I)

1 hove often, tried, i vain, to aceount for iliere
being sueh g deculad atissimilarity bétween the
matves o Now Hollawd and New Zealaml, Bo
trifling s Qe difereme in thicir sitnation on the
ghobie, and so stuilar tete edinrtes—hoth having
remainad ga long wokonwn be the great contin-
entr, aml s devoid of intercourse with the rest of
the world—that one workl be bad o inagine a
gront vesaubdunee st oo Ahe vesalt. But the
nulives of 1he Torner seem of 1he lowest. grado—
the bt link in the greal chain of existence which
nnitex map with tie mankey. Their limbs are
ey, tinin, and Hat. with large. bony knees and
elhows, o projecting fovehead, and pot-helly. The
mind, tuu, sevns adupted Lo s mean configura-
tion: they Yave nether energy, enlerprise, nor
industry: and Aleir cuviosity can scarcely he ex-
citeid, A few cxceplions may be nwt wxﬂl hut
theae arc their general characterintics, W h:k the
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natives of the Tatter island are “cast in bnuuly’s
perfect mauld;” the children are £o fine and puw-
erfully made, that cach lmghl’, ﬁ('l\(’ as a model
for a statue of “the Infani 1ercules ;” nothing ean
exceed the graceful and uthletic forms of the men,
or the rounded limbs of their young women. These
porsess eyes heaotiful and eloquent, and a profu-
sion of long, rilky, curling hair: while the intel-
lects of both sexes seem of a superior order; all
appear cagoer for improvement, full of energy, amd

indefatigably indusirions, and possessing amongst.

themeelves several arts which are totally unl\nmm
to their neighbours.

DEPARTERE OF "l‘ll}'} BRIG.

On April the 14th, our brig being stored with
planks, flax, and polatoes, and ready for sea, 1
went on board of her. © We had fine weather till we
dropped down' to the entrance of the river, where
we intended taking in our stork of water for the
voyage, ‘when the scene suddenly changed, and a
severe gale came on,
eould not avail onrselves of 1 neither could we get
the water off,as owr vafts of casks got adrift in the
attempt to got them an hoard, T add to out dis.
asters, one of our cables parted, and we had to ride
ont the gale {of two days’ continnancel with one
ouly, the sea rolling hmnl\ right epen before us,
and we in mementary c-,\pvttatmn of the remaining
cable’s going s we had not a sngle dav’s allowance
of water on board, and at one period all hands
(except the carpenter and passenvers) were ont of
the brig, on shore, filling the casks,  Fortunately
for us, the cable proved a touagh one: had it parted],
we shoulid bave heen ™ a most perilous siluation.

April 20th.—Vor the last week we were slation-
ary at the river’ mouth, waiting for a fair wind
to carry us over the har: and during that time
thare was no appeavancee of auy change: we nlso
heard that vessels had been defained Tere for six
woeeks belore they could acenmplish ) We were
visitedl daily by paities of natives, who scemed to
rejoice at our ln'mlr del awd us it gave them wmore
of our company than ‘th(\\' had caleulaied npon.
They were morve delighted with our society than
we were wifh theirs; in a small vessel they arve a
serions nuisance, on account of the swarms of ver-
min they bring with' tlu'm aml which ‘they com-
municate liberally to all. \T_\'r:o'lf and all the pas-
sengers on hoamd had our lewure time fully oveu-
pied in dislodging these “little f«lmllmr« from
their strongholds 1n different parts ol our .1ppurcl

THE INTRODUCTION OF FIREARMS.

During the time we were Iving here, T saw and
conversed with several individuals who had at-
tended the “Great Mecting,” and their “aceounis
gave Tisé to various opinions respecting the policy
of supplying the mafives with fivcarms. ~As 1 had
alwuyr been an advocate for the measure, T was
gratified by hearing that it was thought to be n
consoquence of cach party’s being posgersed of a
nearly equal quantity of muskets, that a general
and exterminaling war was avoided.  Sume may

suppose that similar tranguility wonld have heen-

prexerved, had they boen cquaily well supphied with
their native weapons of war:
have been the ease. When they found that each
party could furnish forth the same numbef of
Furopean muskets, they paused, well knowing that
it was contrary to the wish of all the white settlers
ibat they should proceed to hostilities.  Indeed,
Kuropeans intrepidly mingled amangst them, urg-
ing them to a veconciliation, and threatening that,
if they failed in their endeavours, {he rupplies of
arms and ammmunition  should be dizcontinued.
This threat had its desieed effeet on the minds of
the natives: no blonl was spilt, anid cach chicf
returnerd guictly to his own home,

A TRIBAL WAR AVERTED.

On the night we heavd of the death of George
audd his wife, *Hevenge amd war™ was the universal
ery. His party would not believe that it could be
an accident, nor wonld they hear of any apology
being reecived.” At this time they imagined the
iribes of Hokianga were possessed of but very few

firearmug and, as the skirmish tosk place in that

district, it was detevinined that an exterminating
war shoull be cavvied into the heart of it.  Tow-
ever, befare all the preparations could be made to
carry theie intentions inly effect, they reecived
cortain information that the people of Mokiange
were even betler supplied with muskets than those
of the Buy of Islunde, This iniclligence occu-

righl out to -sea, which we

hut that would not
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) smnul an nssomblage of the different tribes to ‘be

proposel, amd when 1t took place the friends of
George saw their opponents so ‘well prepaiad for
the “tug of war™ that they deemed it Judicions to
eome forward and to shake hands and to ackrows
ledge that the death of Shulitea préceeded cither,
from acvident or mistake. A curious circumstance
took place in the midst of their debate. An old .
chief, who wizheid for a fight, and did not approve
of the introduction of firearms, but was an advos
cate for the old method of New Zealand warfare;
proposed that each party should send away el their
muskets and ammunition, and engage manfully,
with their own native weapons, and then it conld
be eazily proved which were the “best men;” but
thiz mode of settling the dispute, not being agree-
able to the majority, was instantly negatived, and
treatud with dislain. ;

A COLONY OF SCOTCH CARPENTERS,

N . .
The colony of - Scoteh- earpenters, who had

“formed a settlement at the heaid of the rivey, and

of whom I made “honourahle mention™ on my first
journey, finding ihemselves so close to what they
feared might become the seat of war, and having
no means whatever of deferding themselves, made
an avrangement with Mooctara, the chief of Par-
kunngh (which is situated at the entrance of the
sauie river), and placed thenselves nnder his pre-
tection. | They accordingly moved down  here,
which gave great satisfaction to that chief, Nesther
conld their former protector, Patuone, feel offended
at their removal, from the peeculiay nature of the
cirenmnwtances they were placed in. There hardy,
North Britons were delighted to find a reasonable
excuse for moving, their former establbzhment be-
ing stuated too far from the sea for them to reap
any aflvantage from ships coming into port.. . No-

.thing can be more gratifyving -than to hehold the

great anxicty of the matives to induce Englishmen
to settle amongst them: it .ensures their safetys;
and -no one act of treacherv 15 on reeord of theic
having practizsed towards-those whom they had
invited to. reside with them. -
Mooetara is'a man of great property aml ‘high
rank, and is considercd a very proud chief by the

wmatives; vet he i to be =een every iay working as

hard as any slave in assisting in the erection. of
howses for the aceommodation of his new rettlers.
He has actually removed from his old: village of
Parkunugh (a strong and beantiful place), and is
erecting-huis for his tribe near the spot chosen by,
hiz new friemds; so that, in a very short time, a
hatrrenm point of land, hitherto withiout a vestige of
a human habitation, will become a thriving and
populows village, for it iz ineredible how quickly
the orlers of these ehiefs are earried inte effect.
T was frequently a witness to the short space of
time they took to ercet their honses: and, though
small, they are light, weather-proof; and .warm;
their storchouses are put together in the most sub- -
stantial and workmanlike manner,

RELIGIOUS BELIEFS OF TIHE MAORIS,

Tt is very difficult to make the New Zealanders
explain the nature of their religious Lelief., One
superstition scens general with all the tribes re-
speeting the formation of the world, or, rather, of
their own island, for that is the place of the first
importance in their estimation,  They say a man,
or a pod, or some great spivit, was fishing in his
war-canoe, and pulled np a large” fish, uhuh in-
stantly turned inio an istand: and'n Lizard came
upon that, aml bronght up a man out of the water
by hix long hair; and he was the father of all the
New Zealanders.  Almost all their grotesque carve
ings are iltustrations of thix ideéa in some way or
other. The favourite theme on which {1 ohserved)]
the missionaries discoursed to them were “the tor-
ments of hell”  This har hecome a subject of
ridicnle to most of the natives: they o not deny,
fhat there may be snch g place, bt they add, it is
not for them, for if Atua hadl intended it wo he
would have sent them word about it long before he
rent the white men inte theie enuntry: and they
conclidde by stuting that they know perfectly well
the situation of the ixland whvr(‘ thﬁy are to go to

after this hfe.

MASS ACRE OF‘ A s HO()\]&R (.‘R]‘ W

While remaining here wind-bownd, in imaginary,
sP('mlt}, and amusing ournelves with notiving the
curiots _enstomr snd  peculiarities  of  these
iklitnlers, o dreadl trogedy was taking place only,
a few miles’ distance from us, and to which 1 baw



