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| Musings # Meditations (==

By Doa Tosy

A BUSH EDUCATION.

HE boat waa slowly steam-
ing away from the wharf, and
the passengers were gradually
settling down in their deck
chairs prepared to enjoy the last
look at the magnificent harbour lit up
with the golden light of the setting sun.
My neighbour had taken a book out of
his pocket, but after slowly turning
over a few pages ke put it down and
gazed into the blue hace of tha fast
receding hilla. He looked like the typi-

eal cultured fraveiled Englishman, and
1 wondered how he thoughi New Zesxland
compared: with other countries. By way
of introducing myself, [ offered him &
copy of the paper, but he politely declined
It saying he had already acen it. “IL ecan-
mot understand,” he remarked, “why it
is that you people are so fond of run-
ning down your own country. To read
the correspondence in the papers, and
atill more the varicus resclutions passed
by different bodies, religious and other-
wise; a stranger might well imagine
that the colony was wholly given up
to drinking, gambling, and heaihenism.
You have been having a vigorous con-
troversy as te whethor you are all
pagang, and a pleasing interchangs of
compliments has taken place between
some of your clergy in reference to this
matter, Then you have your no-licensa
fanatics denouncing your women as
drunkards and your young men a3 bar
lonfers, while the different religious or-
ganisationa are perpetually deplering
awhat they call the wide-spread preva-
lence of gambling, immorality, and religi-
ous indifference, 1 have travelled much,
and perhaps have seen more of the world
than many of these pesaimists, and L
know of no couniry whera tha inhabit-
anta possess se much real moral worih
a8 they do in this eolony. Talk of wa
converting your country setilers, we
want a fow of your eountry settlers to
convert us.! He proceeded to talk of
the wonderful beauty of cur coast, and
dwelt on the way in which their love
for the AFgean Sea had influcnced the
Greek poets, and contrasted their ap-
preciation of nuiure with the compara-
tive indifference of the Latin writcra.
“You will wonder, perhaps,” he went
on, “what [ know uabout the country
Ireop[e in New Zealand, and you think

am like Alexander Pope, who wused
to describe a landscape with his back
to the window. But I can assure you
that T inwardly smiled when T read ihe
- diatribes of your city folk on the pagan-
ism of the bush, beeause I felt nome of
them really knew anything about the
subject, 1 was brought up in the usual
English style and learnt all about the
kings of Israel and Judah, and could
read the New Testameni in CGreek, and
was slightly high church in my tenden-
cies, as befitted & member of an old Tory
family. I took a brilliant degree at
Camiridge, and was elecied 5 Fellow of
my C(College. I did not take up any
tutorial work, Lut devoted mysell to

travel, and & life of leoisured culture,.

In due time I cume out here, sl wan-
dered aimlessly round seeing the show
places. Just when 1 was thinking of re-
turning I met an old college chum who
had settied out lere, and he asked me
to ride out to his place in the country
and pay him a visis, I could not start
just then, so I said I would go up later,
and he left mwe explicit directiona how
to gut there, and suid T eouldn’t possibly
miss the way.
it somchow, and { found myaelf at night.
fall wandering disconsolately about a
desolate region, and wondering where L
waa."

I waa not & very good horaeman, and
T auppose I wan riding with lvo loose a
rein, for the horse wuddenly strmbled
and fell and T was thrown heavily to tha
ground. I was in great pain, and scar-
cely able te mave, and I don’t know
mhat [ should have done if & trap had
not happened to paoss by just then, in
nehich 1 was driven to & neighbouring
cottage. I had i{o atay there several
dayx, an I had Injured my arm rather
Sadly, and it waa during that visit thet

. works were.

But I contrived to miud -

I learnt to know what your people really
are. The family consisted of the father
and mother and {hree sons and three
daughters, and they Jooked . after me,
thought I was & complete atranger in
the true apirit of the good Samaritan.
But what struck me most was the eagers
ness the children slhowed to improve
themsclves in every way. They had
had next to no advantages, and yet they
bad read more standard books than
many & Uuniversity man has rend, and it
was wonderful to me how shrewd many
of their simple remarks on well-known
They seemed to live in an
atmoaphere of what Patmore calls dut-
ies beautifully done, and if their views
on the dogntas of religion were very Im-
perfect, they nevertheless possessed that
trusting childlike faith in a heavenly
Father - that formed the very inmost
hoart. of the gospel, as preached by the
shores of Gennesareth. And now I know
you will amite at what 1 am going to
tell you. I had written a small volume
of essays, of which I waa very proud,
but which the best eritics had stated
to be brilliant and clever, but lacking
in real knowledge of life. I had a copy
with me and 1 lenk it to the eldest girl
16 read. When ahe returned it she aaid
she had liked it very much, but she waa
afraid she had not been able to under-
stand a good deal of it. She said she did
80 wish she could write, I told her to
try, and f wonld give her advice on what
she wrote, Very shyly she brought me
a few days later a little story ahe had
written and asked me not to be too hard
on it. I took it expecting to find soma
amugement, the grammar and spelling
were far from perfecet, and the atyle wad
very unformed. Iut undermeath these
things I saw something 1 had never seen
before, I saw the pathos and the hero-
ism of everyday life. I aaw the courage
that could Gravely perform eommonplace
duties because they were duties, and the
wistful longings for momething ligher
and freer that were nevertheless
put on one side as impossible of attain-
ment, except at the cost of suflering to
otherg, I saw it all, and with it camo

. a deeper and truer knowledsge of human

goodnean. My eritica have never com-
plained since that my work has shown
an ignorance of life.”

He rose from his chair and apolagised
for leaving me, saying he felt a little
chilly, and thought he would go helow.
As he turned to go he dropped an enve.
lope from ihe hook he had been reading.
1 stooped to pick it up to retwn it to
him, and as I did a0 my eye caught the
name of one of the greatest of our live
ing writers.
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Mrs. Enzabeth Peter-
aon, 49 Butamen Street,
Geelong, says she suf-
fered from Bleeding of
the Lungs for 18 months.
One bottle of Dr. Shel-
don’s New Discovery for
Coughs, Colds, and Con-
sumption entirely cured
her.
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LANDMARKS OF TXE GAME.

Like the old county families, the game
of billiarda has its iraditions fairly
strongly marked. 1t quickly struck a
sympatictic cherd in Lhe breasts of sport-
ing nristocrats when first introduced into
this country somw: time during the eigh-
teenth century from France. The new
game becaine most popular, anmd, as had
been found opecessary in the reign of
James L with regnrd to bowls. an Act of
Parliament was passed prohibiting any
Jonrneymen, labourers, apprentices, or
servants from playing under certain pre-
sevibed pennlties, Al & result, a com-
patative few, composed of the “bloods”
about fown and their entourage, mono-
polizzd billiards. The gaming clubs and
the Lest huotels and inns oniy could boast
of & table. In those gambling days bil-
liards came under the gencral ban, and
not without reawsocn. TPure enough in il-
self, it zuffered by contaminatinr; hy
being made ithe medium of thn slurper
and trickster; these associntivns clung
more closely to the game than ivy to »
tree, There wus no shaking them off.
Thus it came abeut thet the mere men-
tion of the word “billiards” caused the
piously-minded and those professing so to
be to liit Ltheir hands in lamentation ot
the sina and wickednosses of this world.
For a game to have outlived such deiract-
ing intuences and decply-grounded preju-
dices must bespeak of its innate merita,
There is none betler nmor mora scientifie.
1t provides a beautiful aludy, & mental re-
creation, and it may be set to serve a
grand lesson in seli-comtrol. Yet only in
the last few years have billiards and bil
liard-playing taken their proper plce.in
the forefront of eur sports and pastimns,

To go back into the mists of a century
or so &go is to tind London the hub of the
gatne here in Epgland, 1t had then had
something like a fifty years carecr Billinrd
inbles of the pockreied pattern had fnund
their way to America before the War
of Independence. High officials  had
transported them there; probubly tnken
them from their town housea. The gnae
was fairly well estyablished in the fushion.
able cirele. It is curious to reflect upon
the diflicultiea of 1he woaden  beds
and list cushions, the square-hended
mace which did duty to push the piny-
er’s hall up and down the table. They
are roflecled in the condensed character
of the gawes played, varving trom 7
poinis to 21 peinla up. The high-anked
vushionhs were a aource of certain failure

The old and the pewer way of plaving
from the ¥ wihen your opponcent saficly
missen umiler the side ecuslhion ond the

red ball in on the apot.
The conlinmuous linea alow the
movenwnta of the cne-balls, snd the in-
tersected lines ........ ths run of the
\mlayed object-balls.

when tho cue-ball resied sgainat them.
In despite of all the drawbacks thers
wau, even under these conditions, a cer-
tain magnetism about the play, It be-
eame the cult of the sporting fraternity.
In due coutse there vame the leather
tips ami the accompanying chalk, known
a8 “twisting-chalk,” which de duty to-
day, Theae tmprovements advanced the
canse of hilliards in & remarkaible degree.
They led to a much bigher stnndurd of
pluy, and the schonl of players, amatenr
aml professional, tpon whoae teachimgs
the base of the present-day gamne, in all
ila ramifications, ix act.

Piccudilly and {he Haymarket, those
lively haunts of the old days, first wel-
comed ilie  billiard-takle 1o London.
There were big malches for hig nuvney
stakes quite 10 years ago, when be-
jewelted ladies and their gallants wapered
their guineas by the theusands. ‘The
Americuns vied with us at the pockel
game, and mnre than one expert player
made the perilous Atlantic passnge 1o

try conclusions with our best. By
pradual degrecs  the provinees became

imbued withv a fondness for the Loard
of greew cloth. In this wise Brighten
and Manchester, Lowns  which bLigure
largely in hillinrd hiatory, managed in
due cowrse to supplunt Louwdon for a
time ns Lhe hewdquarters of the games,
When Brighton was at the beight of ita
popularily. Jonnihan Kenificld, the fa-
ther of billiards, and the first recognised
champion, made his claim gool Lo be
considered Lhe first expouent in the Iand,
He bas Ieft Dbehind a work that tells
how intimaptely he konew his ari.  Hil-
fiards owes much to him, as he invented
the slais DLed and rubbered cushions,
improvements which were taken up and
manufaciured by Messra. Thuraion ahd
Co., now some sevenly years agn. Afler
& twenty odd years’ holl on the cham-
pionship, Kentfleld resigned the Lille to
John Roberts, a ployer of remarknabla
native ability, who gave the Lancashire
ity B conncction with first-clasa billiarda
which hail since been kept o e by
suveessive generations of players,

In the course of a few years billiards
veverted to London as its chiefl centre,
und it has rewained there ever since,
nolwith=tunding many high provincinl in-
dieemoents. It swas in Saville Hoeuase,
Leiersier-square, on the site mow oceu-
pied by the E Theatre, 1hat John
Roberts, sen., 4 ayed hia talents, nn-l_
where lis son, Jolin Knberts, juwm., later
destined to be the lewling jzuve in all
prretical  Dilliards, rm<d Lo play his
inimitable game.  The father was all
brillinngy sl dash, with a carious par-
tility for knecking the bally off he
talle, a perferianee hie conld accomplish
at will.  Hie play was redolent of double,
streapth forcing sirokes, made in the
nwost nonehalant and  swrpi-ingly  acew-
rate fash In bis eavlier years Joln
loherts, jun., betrayed the sume charac-
teristivs,  Tle had aif the freedom and
power of cue possessed by his inther,
They had probably coeme to him by the
firee of gowmd exnmple.  Bul the youbger
Joln had te temper his  slroke-power
aml revise his wmethwls by e he Dbe-
enme an  ontslandingly  greal player.
His vxea must himve been widely oprned
at the delicney of toneh, the serew eifecis
gained by those niwky lilile strokes so

sally  rendercd by William Cook,
the young mnn who «ieceed in bealing
ald Juln Uoberls for the championship
in r famons madeh din the yenr INTL
This was played st the S0 Luneds Hall,
h fur geveral subsequent
scuxons was Lhe selecied Datile-ground
for all ihe leading malchea,

The Guildhall Tavern, in ihe City,
Galti's Re<taurant, in Villievi-sfreel,
Strand, and the Roxnl Aquarinm, West-
minsier, hecame, 1heir turn, the resort
of the g pinyere, E o4 nnd tour-
noments, pool nand pyraminle (the great
vl gasned of those ddays), were con-
textd by Lhe chief professicnala. There
v a f of aweidote eonnny with
many of the eondesd«. The evalulion of
nnny ket slroked, which now firure in
the wided of break amongements, amnd
pasad over as ranking in Lhe com-
mumplave, can he {raced to il sevenlics
early eighties, when s maich uof
1000 upr once a month in the scason was




