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® | Books and Bookmen

Dad in Polities,

and For Life:
, . Steele Budd. (Sydney: New South
Wales Bookstall Co.) .

These two books contain 2 number of
vigorously and humorously written short
ptaries, illustrative of the political and
social back-block life of North-West Aus-
tralin. “Dad in Politics” will be keenly
relished by those interested in the land
question, and the part that the Govern-
ment should play in it. An assumptive
jovernment  bill, brought before the
House of Assemhly, in Brisbane, is an
amazing example of the legislature
gought o be foisted on a eredulous people
by a presumably paternal Covernment.
T'his measure, facetiously called “A Land
Betterment Bill,? specially framed to
feal with improved values, is brnught
betore the House in confident expretation
of being supported by Dad (who has heen
unwittingly bribed by gift of a place for
his son-in-inw), who lios proved o formid-
able member of the Opposition.

fhe Treasurer, a stardy, pompous, S‘rum-
welllan sort of politlelan with 4 Feotel
avcent, rase aad Dbegan bis second rel.-tlllng
ane on A Land Beitermeul BIIL" Ile
éxpluined all the beauties and perfections
of that DILL; snid le bad a lot of falth ln
it; that it wns to be the salvaticen of the
country, und waa confident that members
wourld find the principle emboidied o T
almple nud easily anderstood. “Whosoe ouok-
eth a th . he suid, “whosa creuteth ’:3
valne, ta u that thing or value belangs.
(Loud cheers fram the GGovermmeut benches.)
Lot me illustrate my meaning,’"he went on.
®fguppose Johin Smith boys 1N acres of
Inod gt £1 per ncre; and suppose farther
that he Improvés and clears toat lapd, or
spends wmoney o labour an it equal to £4
per acre, then cveryone must recognise that
Jobn Switlh has a property right in that
lawd to the exlent of 500" Everyaneg
did; they got up asd cheered the prophet.
“Rut,’” he coptinued coufldently, “furtber
Buppose that a - railway iy bullt into the
a 't where Lhat land is, nud the value

of John Soiltl's helding ig Jucrensed there-
Dby In value from £3 to £R per acre, them
it must be olear “to everyone that 1if -Johm
Swilth bag a progerty right in the £3 per
ficre which be created, the commuuity”
which adiled other £3 per ncte to the
yalue of the land has a property rvight i
t nereasced volue— "

be o vebbery?

~ fa a4 LIE; “twould

Dad uhoured.
1hngent. .
“Urder'”' the Speaker cried. “The lom-

ralsle metber wust not impute - ="
~ The rest of 1he rebuke was lost o o
Iowl “Henr, lLear!™ that cune from the
LGovernment. .

“Ho long asd Johin Bmlth ean fairly claim,’"
tle Treasuver went on, “that hls Eaed i3 om-
1y worth £300, (lien this bLUL dacs not pro-
pose to ask one penny fram blm, bhuat wien
Jalm Smith himsgelf adwits that the com-
nuwlty hag added u value to his Tnod, then
thls Lill wiil ask half of thai value from
John Smith——*

“My God!” Dxd exclalmaed, throwing hlg
hend back and opening wide his wouih.
Loud, devlaive langhter from the {loverm-

ent, and “Order!” from the Speaker)

1 submlt that the equlty nml nodera-
tlon of d aal,” the Blinister re-

with png of hly
** {hear,
wut, the

as  AMill  pointed

<l 8 of the comununity— ™
Who (h' devil s MU

teanlag torward [u bis scat.

Dad shouted,

It will be patent to the reader that
Dad had yet to make acquaintance with
Stuart Mill on “Political Economy,” and
on Dad inguiring in unparlivinentiaty
Tungunge who Mill was, n seene oceurred.
Drder having Leen restored, .

' Onee more the Treasaurer ot wder way,
aud explained the menuing of
Nalue”
Eald

nprayved
anidt “hetterment.”' “Nao pe 0, e
“ig ro he clharged for betterment nn-
o ndwitg the betterwenl. The
allon will he taken, and
il aller that valuallon; and
re will he no Lidigtlon about [t But™
Dad abifted In
ard to entehr nll

aurcr way advise the Cro resine
the lind ot the ownoer's ttlon,  will
10 per ceut addel o compensatlon--——™

CAhn'" Il mnorted, “Aha!” {Laughier

fram tiovernment supporters, aod “Order!™
Tran B Mpcaker.)

Then  the pasueer  quoked BT
an real vl % of wilxdam from
iy, and concluded by saying
Thsclf wad fully persuaded  tl
LI becune Inw, it would be "'a g
—It would Le un vawixed blaisi
Iastin' Jox nnd pnlvatlon o' W
{Fouwd . cuthuslastle cheera
Govel ant.y

Thue Lander of .the Opposlilun And e
hiewbher for Fargo roke In turn and pelted
the LUE; then Dud ennght the Spoaker's
eye.

ngalo,
Tepyst
that he

the
rut gude
au’ fhe
vountry "
fram the

" For Dad'a reply the reader inust be
referred to the book, Lnth jn fiirness to
the aulhior and for lack of apace,

the

Boctaliam being. the leading topie of
“the man in the street, it will Le in-
teresting as well as ediflying o read
Dad’s opinion on Sociatiszn, which is
at the same time reasonably trenchant
and sound.

“Sandy’'s Losa” will be found reminis-

cent of old penul scttlement dnys. The
author's acrount of how he wrote “On
Our Selection™ will be tead with mingled
optimiam and pessimism by thosq who
ure desirous of entering the Lttrary
ArEnd, )
. Regarding the cstablishing of a purely
Australian school of literature, the fol-
lowing advice of the author is comimnend-
able fur ils sound common sense:—

Doea literature pay? Not wo well as wool,
or Dbeer, ov town properties, or old clothes,
perhaps. Still it *pays.” And to prospectl
Austrafian authors T say: Let your
Book he egual ta “Habbery TUnder Ar
or “While the Billy Boils,” or “The
from Snowy River'':

Man
your gecend not worse,
and your third 8 lot better; use your braflns
on the jmbliskers. and 1 see np reason why

yonr imcomes shaull not average L4600 per
annnm. Sheuld England “eall’” by all wmenns
pack up nnd eciear; but, until she *“does.'’
play in your awn back-yurds - write *

Australlu, “on™ Awustralla, “for’”™ Austenlia.

“A Bush Tragedy? is a story of the
penalty of infidelity in the hush.

“For Life” is the primary story of
Steale Rudd’s second book, and tells how
the author, when a jJournalist, aceom-
panied a hody of police who were trying
1o sheal honie to a notorionss criminal
serics of particulaily brutal murder. by
foreing him to go back oa his tracks for
the time that had supervened sinee the

murders had been committed, and ko
establish an alibi.
“Qn  the ~ Condumine,”  “Charley’s

Yarn,” “Dinny Delancy's Industry,” nnd
“Out Driving,”? are typical Australinn
stories, and are eininently readable. The
books are ‘suitably illustrated. and shoukl
seeure & host of readers. n5-they are both
erisp and lwmorous in styld- The most
serious biemish of the book lies in the
scenseless pelition  of . the  phrase,
“twenly-five” years ago,” which is fo be
found in the stovy e ed “The Selection
Where T was Reared.” Very few writers
can afford to indulge in repelition, and
in this case it is an alsolute disfipura-
tion of style. RBut, in spite of this, these
little books are lighly commendable, not
only for their own sake, but a4 opening
up a wide field of possibilitied for the
coming school of Australasian literatnre.

A Sheaf of Corn: Mary E. Mann
(fondon: Methuea's Colonial  Li-
- brary, 3G, Lszsex-atreet.)

I went a pilgrim through the universe,
And comnuned afl with strangers ak
1 strayed, o
In every corner some advantage found.
And from each sheaf of corn 1 drew a
Hade.

From the lines that lead this veview,
Mrs, Mann has found inspiration to de-
pict mineteen short stories, or, fignra-
tively speaking, blades.  And, Inckily fur
readers at farge, fow out of the innun
able harvests thut are parneved bring
forth such unwholesome grain as that
contained jn the blades of this bovk. The
stories are well and rewdisticully writien,
but are depressing to the last degree,

in “The Women of Dulliteh™ we are
treated lo the spectacle of uxom insmor-
ality triumpling over wmtiractive vir-
tue.

“Clomayne’s Clork” is o rlory of n
eonstmptive youth whose zeal aund tidel-
ity to his cmployer's interests is re-
warded by increascd demands upon his
time without a corresponding  inerease
in his salury, and to whom tardy recog-
nition is offered tno late to wave hin life.
- “im a Teashop” is demonstrated by the
old adugre, “Lf you want anytling Ladly,
o straipht for it and grab it*

“A Chalk Murk on n (ote will re-
mind the reader of the linew, “Lt slall
Hllnp(‘('t where is no canse of fear”  And,
in whorl, the writer of these really well-
wrilten, if peusimislic, stories bas vuh
througlt tlwe whole gamul of homan
frailty, both moral and physieal, to find
materinl to depress an already  sulbici-
ently depressed world of veaders.  In
there duys of “the threatened degrada
tion of tlie modery povel,” writers of the

calibre of Mra. Manm {who wiclds an
uncommonly arresling, if too realistic,
pen) cannot be tos atrongly urged io rele-
gute the depiction of the shady side of
Nature to the obseurity to which it =0
deservedly belongs, and depict life as it
might be, and as it is to Lhe humblest

Arey fur our copy of this ook,

DELTA.

A Good Tonic
for Anybody
who is Run Down.

Dear Sirs, - My
dootor ordered e
to take Angier’ Emul-
sion for dyspepsia and
nervous affections, and
I am very pleased to say
it has done me an immense
amount of good. 1 have
been ill for two years, bat T
feel I am getliog stronger every
day — less indigestion, ¢atiog
better and sleeping better. My
bowels used to be very much con-
stipated, bat since I began taking
Angier's Ewmulsion they have been
acting regularly every morning.

on receipt of 4d.
Pposlage.
Mention
s paper.

g
,,

-

1 ke

the Emulsion so mueh that 1 fecl 1
canaot take enough of it, and often wish
the doctor woulkl order 2 tablespoonful

instead of a dessertspoonful. I can

highty

recommend Angier’s 1<mulsion as a very good

to!'lin for anybody who is run-down.
(Signed} (Mrs.) M. LEWIS; Wordsly

THE MOST PALATABLE OF

Hougse, Stonnall, near Walsall.

ALL ERULSIGNS, ANMD A

GREAT AID TO DIGESTI3N.

‘The writer of the above Liter directs altentin to severzl of tim strang
. She finds that it is really pledsact 12 ale; i b1
digest better, sleep better, and tiat it pomoles o normsl, Leatthy action of ¢
over, she i3 taking it on the sdvice ol boar dugtae, Wriie t-day ‘o,  fice sample.

Anginc's Entulsion,

noints in favour of
sake s ber ezt

+ bowe!s,

OF cheimists and drag stores, b1, 2/, and g6,
| | THE ANGIER CHEMIGAL ©O., LD., 7 Barrack Stroat, BYDMEY, N.G.W.
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IMPORTANT!

ASK FOR

BRAND

Underclothing.

““CUT TO FIT AND WEAR.”

BLOUSES.—* Up-to-Date Designs.”
DRESSING GDWNS.——“SLyle and Comfort.”
APRONS.—'* Newest Designs.';
PINAFORES.—** Latest Patterns.”

SILK BLOUSES. —*'A Speciality.”
UNDERSKIRTS. —** Newest Shapes.”

. { Archibald Clark &odons

"LIMITED.
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