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The Suez Canal.
"

| {By OHARLES ED'WARD RUBSHLL.)

U Port Said, btking in the sun: =
sandy, sizzling, raucous place, compact
of all, the tribea and redolent of &ll the
wvil amells of earth. ‘Alongside the coal-
barges, great and dirty—a thousand of
the maniuca of four brown nations
phrieking and dancing over the coal; on

Bha other pide = massed dotilla
ol  petty  pirgtss; in  an  ill-
gonditioned boat, charging the

pirates, a squad of the red-fezzed and
white-jacketed policemen of his debili-
tate Majesty, the Khedive of Egypt;
plouds of coal-dust to offend the eye, and
4 Babylonian horror of gabbling tongues
to stun the sensea and weary the aoul
Wnd above all this secching tumult and
mad revel of confusion stands forth the
serene image of order, system, of cold,
¢alculating, relentless method, the coloea-
gal statue of Ferdinand de Lesseps.

Bo you go from the West into_the
Haat; out of the Eurepean wurlc} into
the Asiatic; and that statue, wmper-
turbahble before the gateway, marks the
dividing line. On this side you are in
your own country; on the other the thin
gilver cord of the great canal stretclhes
out over the yellow desert fo alien
things and peoples. You look up 2t the
ptatue, as below on the steamer yow
slide by at guarter speed, and in some
occult way the calm, maasterful face, the
long, atrong jaw, the pose of command
and suthority, touckh the easy springs
of raciaf pride. Below are the squailing
hordes of Aaia; ahove the reserve and
strength of the - Caucasian; &nd the
essence of the contrast is good to taste.
@fers is the race that does things, your
race and mine; here ia efficiency against
jnefficiency; power and concentration
against ineptitude; and thafi, you tell
yourself, is the story of the Suez Canal,

From the clouda of duat, and the
ghrieking bedlam, fyou, making terms
with & petty pirate, flee o the shore to
wander the sandy streets, and watch the
human kaleidoscope turning a.nfl turning
beneath gour eye.  Arabs, Egyptiant,
Turks, Syrians, Greeks, ILa_hans, Russians,
¥renchmen, Germans, English, are in that
tpaas, with anthropological odds and ends
apidentifiedl The street signg are =2
study in polyglot; men lis and pteal and
gamble in all the tongues from Babel;
and the variety of costume makes you
think of something stagey and theatrical
until you hit upon the exact word yaur
mind has been groping for to describe all
this—vaudevilie, - Port Said is a kind of
vaudeville; it is the show-place of mna-
tions. The Arab sheiks, white-turbaned,
tall, austere of countenance, lithe of atep,
geem placed on show for your delecta-
tion; ~the paudiiy-attired watergeller
#eems a fantastic impostor; ‘the 1‘m_-see

oney-changer appeals io you as a piecs
$ stayge set.'lirlg,lsnd the red fezzes peem
donned for the occazion. But two things
are genuine énough to any apprehension
—the hot dry wind of the desert that
ptrikes with a material impact en your
face, and the incessant bawling of the
men that ewarm about you oftering to
be guides. And thesa you drive in the
end to a cafe on the shore where you
ean sit, and from a safe distance watch
ihe manincs apd the eddying life of the
water-front.

The sun slanta westerly, and the mani-

kes break into a chaut, the whole mad -

gang singing together as t_hey pass up the
coal in baskets hidden in a choking nim-
bus of coal-dust. It is one of the prim-
aeval tunes of Asia. I have heard the
same thing in the streets of Canton,
There are four notes in it—mnybe five—
#nd the maniacs sing it hours tegether
while they pass up the coal. As for th
words, heaven knows what they are, for
the four nations speak four ditferent
tongues and each maniac Acreams in his
own vernacular, but all to the same tune
—more or lesa. And all the whiie the
foremen or dwivers or bosseg or what-
wver they may le, with blows and oatha
incessnntly drive the workers onward.
Broad nosed negroei, Arabs, Egyptinms,
and Syrians mre in that gang, You re-
member, doublless, the pictures from the
oid Egyptian temple walls, the slender,
bare m¢n with a ritrap about the loina
and a strange, cylindrical headdress that
made their hegda seem projected far
backward, their strange lipy, and strange
eyes] There they are, shoveling coal on
{hat Lwrge, the same loin-cloth, the same
strange cylindrival bead-dresa, the aame
iLin, naked bhodeis. Thirty centuries
I:myn pained over earth gocuer thon the
bahity of ons race. These are the men
that built the pyramids; with such driv-
ors god auch blows and such misery of
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hopelesa toil. And mow they coal the
RM.4. Moldavis at the entrance to the
Suez Canal,

Down at the other end of ypur pano-
rama, away from Europe, down toward
the desert and the silver eanal line, is
the great, gloriows office-building of the
Capal Company, white atone, glittering
in the sun, very imposing, & proper anti-
thesis of the howling wretches on the
Lurges, a proper complement to the beau-
tiful atatue. Between lies Port Suid,
When the canal days dawned, the com-
pany built it to house the vast army of
workmen while alive and to serve as &
convepient pit to throw them iuto when
dead. 1t has thriven mightily aince, for
to all the vast trade of the boumdlesa
East it helda the door, and takeg tribute,
It began as a chernel-house; it will end
as one of the great cities of earth; and
if the sandg whereon it was built couka
speak, they might tell awful tales.

But mow i1 the manner of ocur kind
we think of no such thing. All night i#g
steamer lies at Part Said, while the cufe
orchestras blare and the roulette wheels
turn; and in the morning, with the clear
dry air sweeping in from the descrt,
the sky full of the bewildering wealth of
dar Mediterranean colour, you are carried
past the struggling town, past the com-
pany’s beautiful white office into the very
canal itseif; for so fur you have been in
but the artificial harbour at its mouth,
This diteh, 137 feet wide, 31 feet decp,
cut straight for league upon league
through level desert or banked across
shallow lagoons—how simple it seems
when you think of Culebra Cut and the
manifold terrors of Panama! You can

atand on the forecastle head and the

banks meet in front of you and again
fav hehind, g0 slraight it ia, But for the
pessing-utation every fiva miles, with its
little house and cluster of palms and tele-
graph pigonal, and maybe a waiting
ateamer, there iz no change in the dread
uniformity.

Anything that has steam must be
passed at a passing-station; there is no
room in the canal., But the native boats,
the Arab dhows, lateen-rigged, manned by
naked brown and bluck men, you may
pags anywhere, provided you stop your
engines long enough to let them go by.
Your steamer may move 81X miles an
hour through the canal, but at no faster
rate. The dhows piteh mightily in your
awell, threatened with disaster agalnst
the pmear-hy banka; but the brown, naked
men care naught, omly sit in the sum
and stare.

Lo, where the sand insatiate drinks
The steady splendour of the atr—
you say; for all about is flat desert, And
leaning over the rail, staring at the flat,
yellow glaring expanse, you are aware
that the lady next to you is talking.

“ IHenry dear,” she says (not to you;
to her hushard), “ just see how fresh and
cool those trees look out in that sand! »

You look, too, and the trees certainly

do seem wonderfully fresh and sweet, and
you wonder at them in such a place.  He-
fore them ia an expanse of water, and
that looks fresh and sweet also; but
atrange in a way you cahnot define, And
presently, as you gaze, trees and water
vanish, and where they were i3 only the
sand Jnsatiate and the steady splendour
of the air. It was naught but ourage;
reappearing aod vanishing wlierever you
look, until you ave not sure whether even
the sand itself, the .ptretches of smooth,
oily lagoons, or the very camel irains be
Teal - -
" Buf to ihe camel trains indecd, you
may swear with full assuranee, for by the
ntight of theae, and the bawling boya that
drive them, and the brown Iahourera,
and the great black reptiles of dredges
lere and there, Fou e the ecanal or
have a canal to use. The great invistend
problem of Suez is the sand and the wind
that forever blows and Blows it into the
capal. But for emllesa toil and sleepless
vigilanee the ditvh would fill up. Such
waad the fate that overtuok its predeces-
gors. For this ia no nineteenth century
nor European project, as a matter of fact,
but a thing two thousand years wuld, or
more,

Then from the time of the Mnors, in
the ninth century, down te ity ycard
ago, there was no canal, and all the hugas
tratlic to tle Orient came and went by
the Capa of (Gool Hope. Home tima
when we areq cdelebraling the aurpassing
wisdom of the Cauvcnsian mind, let us put
this in: The ancients et the ijthunua;
we went around the Cape, taking pix
monthas to get-to India.- 1 tead the olher
duy thal smnewliere in Englamd there is
& monument in mwenmory of Lieut, Wage
horn of the British anny. Une monu-
ment!—io the man {hail Hrst drove mie

the British inteligence the fuct that,
canal or no canal, the Capa of Good Hope
route was not necesaary. His idea was
to steam to Aloxandra, carry the paasen-
gers, mails, and freight overland to Suez-
and reembark them on the Red sSea. 1%
wad 80 pimple and obvious that any child
with & map could have hit upon it; but
‘Waghorn hammered for years at the Brit.
ish Government before he could get any-
body to listen to him, At last, he waa
graciously allowed to see what he could
do, and in 1345 he got letters from Lom-
don to Botubay in thirty days. When
that foct had suffiviently permeated
safety, sanity and conservatism, the Wag-
norn reute wag adopted—for the mails.
Ho moves the world, The demonatration
that Lhe thirty-day plan was feasible
gradually centred attention upon a cer-
tain mad Frenchman, ceaselessly shout-
ing about his eanal project; the great
Indian revelution of 1337 showed the
British public that gnick trausit waa
more desirable than conservatism, sud so
at lgst De Lesseps raised his money and
began to dig sand and kill fellahs.  ‘Lhe
dredizes -scoep from the botinm of the
eanal the blown-in sand, and dump it
along the shore; the camel trains bring
up rocks and supplies for the army of
workmen that must toil always to keep
this hichway clear. Egyptians and Arnbs
are the workmen, Scotchmen the engin-
eers, naked savage boys the camel drive
ers, clinging with one hand to the firat
eamel’s tail and with the other heating
the beast ceaseleasly. (me boy manages
eight or tem camels, Lethered in a string
—their ioads cu iheir backs. Whea the
atcamer comes, invariably he drops the
izit to which he has been holding and
races along the shore sereaming for bak-
shish, and revealing te the interestri
passengers the amazing extent of his pro-
fessional skill in picturesque protanity.

That other and narrower stream to
starbonrd there i the fresh-water canal
built to supply Port Said and the labour-
ers while the Suez was being built. 1§
reaches up towards the Nile somewhere.
Clese beyond it is the embankment of tha
tailrgad from Port Said, along which
American-built locomotives flip the swift
express trains past the W@wly moving
steamers. And siill farther are the end-
lesg lagnons and dreary sgnds. That ia
the acenery., More monotenous country
is8 not known to man, but from every
stenmer the passengers atudy the pros-
peet with unflagging interest. The hot
sands stretch far away, unvaried, unre-
lieved, the air radiates visibly fremn their
blistering surface, the =un burns madly in
a sky of perfect vioiet, the whoie thing
ig tiresome, but you waich every mile of
the way and thinl it too short. Becausa
here i3 Lhe work of man’s hands Lthat has
done most to further trade and bind to-
gether peoples nand 1o coniract the round
earth to the hollow of your hand.

- In the mid-afterneon you pass ihe pinca
where the great caravap track to Caire
hrosses, and maybe if youare hwky, there
is & caravam, truns of cnmels heavily
laden, black negroes, aml the Arab oo his
horse—not very different irom his pie-
tures; dirty., maybe, but always a ve-
Apratable-looking  fizure, A

No towns, no villages, and, except for
ilie passing-stations, ne luaman habitae-
tions; unless by some assault upen speeei
wou can rall those tlings Bomnan habita-
tions wherein, back of the station-houses
the brown men live, where the savage
weomen are always cooking  hefore a five,
and the savage children are always
swarming about. At 1he first turn. at
Lake Temsnh, in the late afternoon, thera
is a glimpse of the town of Ismailia far
away, but tlie steamer po mnre than
slnckens her apeed to change pilots, with
the pilot boat sieaming alonwgside, and
Plunges between the sandy walls agn.

Sunset i3 the supernal plory of tha
RBuez day—a Mediterranean sunset inten-
sified; redder reda, woer vivid saffrons, &
more gorgeous’ anmd intexienting riot. of
colonrs. agmainst which the palins of a
pasaing-station are painted with n smiden
stroke likely to gake away your broath,
And when, in the excellont phrase of the
old Romnn, Night yushes in from the
ocean, nnd the great search-light on the
how turns its flood up the caaal, there
are other purprises,  Then the pulns and
ihe passing-statiuns are all dope in Rilver
and the shores scem strongely unneal;
and all the ship™s company gathers on tha
foreenatle or on the forward promenads
to walch this memorable pangrant.

You da the ninety-nine mils of {he
eanal in about seventieen howra if you are
not held up anywhere at a passigg sta-
tion. Tart of the distance is traversed
through the Bitier Takes, whera there ia
amplo reom and good waler, and the chiof

4

below hooks up ihe engines to full apoed)
but ail ths canal proper is traversed at
quarter apzed or less 10 save the banks
irom being washed clean away.

Boon ihe picturesque passing-siations
will be of time goune by and will no more
delay steamers; for the company has un-
dertaken to widen th: entire canal unlil
two vessels can anywhere pasa in it. Then
the speed limit may possibly be raiscd
and the time of passage be shoriemed.
Evn now the work of widening ia weli
in hand. Easily enough the company con
afford the great though expepsive im-
provement. for the protits are goodly.
In 1004 the receipts were £4,632,739—
that is all. For a passage through the
canal the charges are T francs 25 cen-
tipies {1.46 dol.) a ton for vessela and 2

francR 25 centimes (dodol) for  each
passenger.  The profits are such that
they pay Aeven per cent te the siock-

holders after numezrous charges have been
met. Among the odd ilems of the
charges are a payment to the employees
of two per cent of the et earnings and
ancther of ten per cent to the board of
managing dirceturs, of who nthere are
fifteen, aix breing French aod six British.
aml an intelleetual beast.

By the crowping triumph of the wily
Distaeti's  carcer, the Uovernment of
Great Uritain in 1877 Lecame the prin-
cipal owner of the canal, Quictly and
without asking the permission of Parlia-
ment, Disraeli bought for £4,000,000 the
enlire holdings of the Khedive of Egypt.
At once arose a mighly howl of protest
by indignant Britons, for England had
always lonked asksnce upon the canal
Bat Disraeli bonght the stock, and the
British Government ever since raked off
the goodly progts and held its ewnership
as a secret nenace against the world's
commerce. All the mationa of Europe
have solemnly agreed that ihe canal 53
to Le open to all shipa at all times, and
all the mations know that the British Go-
vernment might seize tha whole thing if
it chosa.

We are about to go heavily Inic the
panal buriness as builders and opera-
tora, The task we have undertaken in
the most colossal {of iis kind) In his-
tary. Compared with the difficultiea at
Panama the difficultica at Suez scem
trifling.  Inatead of the dead level and
ensy sand of Suez, Panans presents ters
rifie rock cuitings and purzling problems
in  engineering;  instead of a  airly
healthful climate, Panama haa malarias
and deadly pestilences. Here, then, is
something for ua in the records and re-
sults ¢f Suoez, the next greatest enannl in
the world, in what it cuxt in money and
human lives and human suffering, and
what it kas meant for the warld; for
these Lhings indicate what may be gheaid
of us, .

Firat, abont the reanlis to (he world:
here in an outline of the business that
the Suez Canal has done:—

l"'v.c 3.

Year. No. Ships Tonv

1868 in 6.578

1370 484 436,600

THRG 3100 BAsNO00

1501 4207 12 200,004

87 298¢ 11120000

1004 457 13661 002

TONNAGE )
15846 1&00

British s...00aies &,200.000  KHdr 00N
Crerman . 300N 11200000
French .. . TOh 820,000
Ttalian . 1 nm Bink 00
Dafeh . . A10.000 /20,000
Varions . A0 B30UND

In 1904, 210,849 peraons were pasaen-
pers throngh the eanal. Thia is an analy-
siv of the tonmigr That yenr:—

Country Vessels, tiruss Tonnage,
Great  Britan 2 164,511
Germany ., L 6T
France . L167,105
Tolland
Ansiria .
Ttaly

Russin .
NurwARy
Spain ..
Denmuork .
Turkey ...

Usnited States
Gireece
Japan .

Epvpt .

Relgium 0.0

Bwedenh .. a.4812
4409

Portugal
Uhile

glimpsed swhot it wmeant nniil the agnll



