
“My darling, let me in; I have a lot
to talk over with you.”

"Not to-night, dearest mummie,” said

Susie. “I am very tired, and have-a bit

of a headache. I am going to bed. I

hope you don’t mind, darling,” called

out Susie from the other side of the

locked door; “but I just can’t see any-
one.”

“Poor little dear,” said Mrs Field. “I

wonder if she feels nervous after all. Ted
never came in to say good night to us. I
hope he will be a good husband to my
child. But oil—of course he will; he is

a first-rate fellow in every respect.”
Mrs Field went softly away, and no

one else disturbed the little bride that

night. She sat quite still for several
hours. She had no intention of going to

bed; she was thinking over her plans.
The blow had fallen so suddenly that for

a time she was, as it were, stunned. But

then the troubled feeling passed away,

and she began to rouse herself for action.

Her mother must be written to. As

to Susie herself, there was one relation
who could not be present at the wedding.
This was poor Aunt Prudence, a sadly
crippled lady, who lived in Torrington
Square. Aunt Prudence’s house was

gloomy, but not more gloomy than her

mind. She never approved of any wed-

dings ; she thought women were best

single. She thanked the Lord that no

man had ever persuaded her to change
her name.

Susie remembered Aunt Prudence now.

She would go to her. She would take
the next train to London, and arrive

there early on the following day. She
would tell Aunt Prudence that she agreed
with her, and that men were not worth
quarrelling about. Aunt Prudence would

keep her for a little time, until the
storm had blown over. Yes; that was

the only thing to do.

Poor Susie felt a faint degree of com-

fort as the idea of visiting Aunt Pru-

dence came to her. She then sat down
and wrote a letter to her mother.

“Darling Mummie,—l can’t explain
anything, perhaps Ted will. Ted is an-

gry with me, mummie, although I have

really done nothing—nothing at all to
merit his anger. But we have decided
not to have our wedding. Father will
manage—won’t he—to say something to

the guests, and you will forgive your

Susie. lam going to Aunt Prudence for

a little while, but I will come back as

soon as I can. Please don’t be angry
with Ted. I am sure he could not help
himself; only—only—l found I could

not do just what he required.

“Your own daughter,
"SUSIE.”

When this letter was finished, Susie
enclosed it in an envelope, and put it in

such a position on her dressing-table that

it would be quickly found when her maid

entered her room in the morning. She

had not the slightest idea how the wed-

ding and the four hundred guests could

be postponed. But she was quite certain

of one thing, that neither the bride nor

bridegroom would be present. She then

looked in her little purse, discovered that

she had plenty of money, and put on a

thin dark blue serge which she had often

worn when in the country.
A train left Dewsbury, the nearest

railway station, at six in the morning.
By this train, Susie could get to London

a little before ten o’clock. She would

be safe with Aunt Prudence—Aunt Pru-

dence who disliked all weddings—long,
long before the hour when she was ex-

pected to appear in church as the bride
of Ted Armitage.

When she had made her small prepara-

tions, she could not help owning to a

great sense of fatigue and a queer, very

queer sinking at her heat. All of a sud-

den, a great storm of anguish overpow-
ered her.

“Ted!” she moaned. “O, Ted—how

little, how little you guess the depth of

my love for you. O Ted, darling, 1 don't

think I'd be jealous if another girl gave

you a lucky ring.”
She mopped away her tears. What

was the use of fretting. Philip, in her

opinion, must not be slighted. The ring
could not be restored to him. The mar-

riage must be broken off.

A pa>e wraith of a girl crept down

through the silent house about five

o'clock on that summer’s morning. She

had a long way to walk to the railway
station, and she did not want to hurry.
She took no luggage with her, but just
a little bag containing a few sovereigns
and a very small book of poems which
had been Armitage’s last present to her.
She could nut help weeping very sadly
as she kissed the book ami put* it into

the bag.
Now, at last, she was on her way. If

Susie had spent a restless night, there
were two men who shared the same fate.
One of them was Armitage, who, mad
with despair and jealousy, paced the

moors outside his father's house until

the break of day. For one minute, he

struggled fiercely with his inclination to

rush back to Susie, to implore her fiXS*
giveness, to tell her that, as far as Ire
was concerned, she might wear 50 rings
given to her by 50 other men provided
she became his darling, his precious little

wife. But the mad demon of jealousy
prevented his yielding to this healthy
impulse: and Susie, supposing that all
was over, started on her flight to Lon-

don. What would have happened, what

the wedding guests would have said,
what the excitement of the whole

county would have been must be left to
the imagination: for another man. who

was equally sleepless—a man of deeper
character and far nobler impulses than
those which ever coul t possess Ted

Armitage—was up and about. Susan
did not suppose it possible that anyone
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Se'W'fWTe ot ImitSitiiOllS ! The great success ef HEARNE’S Bronchitis Cure has induced a number of

unprincipled persons to make imitations, each callings his medicine “Bronchitis Cure,” with the object of deceiving:
the unsuspecting, aid so getting a sale for an imitation which has none of the beneficial effects that HEARNE'S
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in your own interests to be particular to ask for HEARNE’S, a«d ses that you get it.

HEARNE’S BRONCHITIS CURE, Sma'l Size, 26; Large Size, 46, Sold by eUi 3*w-mlst« and Medicine Vendors, and by the

Proprietor, W. G. HEARNE, Chemist, Geelong, Victoria. Forwarded to any Addrc-e, when not obtainable locally.

NOTlCE— Hearne’s Bronchitis Cure No. 1a does NOT contain any Morphia or any Opium whatever. It is equally beneficial

for the youngest child and the most aged person.
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