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‘Music” and Drama
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Mlu Hnne Lowrey, ]Jetter kocwa n’
Auckland as Madame Bhoesmith, gives
her. first concert on Thureday evenmg.
Bince her training under Mr. Reginald
Bomerville and Madame Blanche Mar-
cheni, Miss Lowrey bas had many signal
successes in the English musical waorld,
and ber advent is sure to attract the at-
tention of eritical Iovern of music in New
Zealand. . . .
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‘Wirth’s Cireus and Menagerie, with
what promises to be exceptionally strong
attractions, open a season st Auckland
mext Tueaday week, March 31. :
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* The fact is, 1 think, said Mr, J. C. Wil-
liameon, in cunversahun in Sydney, that
the eatablished dramatists are getting

. lazy; they have a secured position, and
they write more to pluu their own

whim. Their works don’t seem to have

- the game vitalily; they don't seem to
have the same sirength—ihe same heart.” "

Thet is, of course, apeaking of the aver-
age. The people in any country—Eng--
land or America—will oniy make a iast-
ing success of what has real power and
real heart in it. The most reliable man
of them all ie Barrie. -Pinero is not deing
s0 mtich work, though I may say that I
bhave bought the right to produe. all hia
plays, The problem play, of which he was
at one time the recognised exponent, is
fading out. A gooed melodrama will al-
ways atiract; but it must .be good—
nDt a second or third rate one.
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One of the most tmportlnt. "chu.raehem” -

in “Peter Pan” is- Mana, the. 'big New-
foundland which acts aa a day and night
nurse t6 the Parling’s children™ fetching
their 1‘mghtle&,":ﬂ]]l!}g their ba.ths and
generally Jooking sifier’ them hke P
ond mother=to the mampanmeenﬁ of
the monrt whinasi gihgbl

Mr, J: C. Wlllumon “had en - spE
cial amimal man:for " the partﬂ-who ia
nlready\—weﬂ- on: hite way?to Augtralie?

Mr and Mrs ank Musgmve lel't b_v
the Orontef for Londbn the other day
to engage aftractions for' the Critérion
Theatre, &ydney,” Mr. Musgrove having
obiained a long leasé of that playhouse,

Mr, J G Wll]lnmsun told an. mterv:ew-

- or that e had- apened preliminary wne-

'-York Amenenn "

gotiations for the -appearance at a later .

date of ‘Tettrazini, the great singer, who
has.made such & § rofound impreseion in
London and in Am srica,
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'I‘he twa new nnnauncementa made by
Mr. J. C. Williamson on Tfeaching Fre-
mantle, that Miswt ~ Catrie Moore will
cotie out to ‘play lead in “The Merry
Widew,” and -lhat Miss Emilie Melville
is to pay us another yiait for the Aue-
tralian production. of “Mrs. Wiggs of the
Cabbage Patch,” wnll be received "with
grenb 1nt.erest ! -
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The néw theatre “in ’ Husell-sireet,
Melbourte, id ‘going ahead rapidly, the
strurture being<'sdready up -as. bigh as’
the Atage on- one ulde The demolition
of Bowea’ Tattersall'y bunldmg -is  baw
prjy.-eedlng.
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While yuu have seen t.esrs ‘most real-
Inhc.n,lly— sl,mullte:l you could  not, gount
on* the-ﬁngeru of oné hahd - the ‘metots
or actresses who bave ever auccessfully
sttemptedt to’ pbrirky 44 'emotion of
langhtet; nysaka Alen Dale in thc “New

“.:"—‘. . R

; Miss. knu&“rltz,s'(;qhh of Sydoey, for
I(mg years-'a pirnist -of brillancy, and
a composer of tunéful walticd, haa for
weme time pash been: getijed it England
in the mureﬂ. ‘of Her daughters,  Aileen
and ‘Doris Woods.-; Profesaionally known

an “The New ‘Zealamt Twing,” the Sydney

el mx; Jiiel oW, ;ppugm‘ pa fgecond

. enpgegement with that actor,

" boy and girl” in the pantomime, “Robin.
son Crusoe” at the irand Theatre, Ful-
ham, where their Maori. interpolations
have formed a feature. Tha Press noticed
. are yery favourable aind the “Stage” says
that they “distinguished themaelves with
- & Maori War Song and Dance, which,
" rendered with ‘greal  merve and npirit;
is received with much delight, and Is
dlstlnctly one of the hits of the pnnto-
mime.”
- .

“The Simonides of Mr. J. C. Willeim-

son’s production of “Ben ‘Hur" in Syd-
mey in 1902, Mr. Austin Melford, died
lzst month at Twickenham. Mr. Melford
was held in esteem ms & character actor
whose methods were forcible, incisive,
and comvincing. The wtage attracted
him at an early period in his career,
which was to have been that of a com-
mercial traveller. Having ‘proved his
ability #s an apateur, he speedily found
hin way into the professional ranks, His
first appearance took place at Tunatall,
Staflerdshire, in “Dick Whittington,” in
1880, this leading to & mare ‘important
engagement. in 1881, at the Alexandra
‘Theatre; Liverpaol, in the DPrury-lane -
drama, “The Woarld.” But belore very

long he elected to enlist under the banner °

of the Jate Wilson Barrett, with whom -
be remained for 12 years. A viesit to
Australia followed the termination of his
On his re-
turn to London Mr. ‘Meiford found a
congema.l xphere for lns tale‘nts at Drury-
]a
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" “Linked sweelnoes ]on:' drawii. out” .

might be an appropriate heading for the

American articles- describing a. record .

Jkiss on.the opera stage. The lady i
Jane.Noria, & St. Lonis gitl, who in the

. character ol' Aida entera.the tomb with

“her lover. The Noria kiss, according
" to careful calculation, Issts just 205
seconda. This must altogether eclipse
the celebruted kiss of Mary Garden, the
‘prima doong, which lasted only 25 see.
<-onds. Jane Noria js ‘married to an

Italian Count—who slould’have been the'”

" eounter to. the Countess. . Upon this
phenomenal osculation, & New York
- -eritie Tremarks: “The kisg occura for the
“firat time in the opening of Act IIL of °
“Lovise” | Dalmores ia situated *down
stage” re.ndmg ° Emter Miss Garden.

x Bhe ateals upon the unsuspecting temor,

‘and before he knows it ihe lucky ma!'l
ia incased in a drexmy half-Nelson. Than
the kiss begina.. The theatre mamager
staps counting the house, and worriedly
pulla .out his watch. For these two
young people’ on the stage are kissing
on hiz time, and he has to keep on pay-
ing them. high prices just as if they
were leiting forth their top note. But
still the kisx goes on. Apparently there
fa time for a revolution to take place
in the world's affaim during this new
" procesa_of kiesing-while-you-wait. *Qut-
mide,” on .unsuspecting ‘Thirty-fourth-
. street"' anys the weary critic, “the autos
whiz eastward past Eighth-avenue. They
w_ll].,_rmh Broadway before that kiss
teages. A man on thé corner sirikes
.a match, The
" miles & second. he flare of that mateh
wili have travelled "4,650,000 milea be-
" fowe, the lips of Dn]moren and Miss Gar
' den.” spart.. The enrth atill! whizzea
t.htough space, in uplt-a of all this oacu-
latory Exclwment ‘K, - will have tra-
velled- 4625 miles between @hic  atart
and fnish of the kisa” Hut followers
of the “Bencllel; in the Park™ cult of
ment.al Becience \vlll anrely aver that
thig notorious kisa i by no means ger-
mane to the motive power which worka
the busy world outside the theatre.
“Kisses make the werld go round,” ele.
- AL last, after many anxious mmutm
for "the aundience, "therc.is. w.
finale to thia epoch-making kies. Wlth
rﬂuctn,nte, s if " the muscles of - the
iongae werd eramped from lack of mo-
tiorl,’ four drms’ relax. Two pairn of
]lpl draw ‘apart with Alt the unwilling-
mend With' which a lifé-office-holder ‘quits.
his sinecure. Kisaing in' easier- than
"minging when one doeq it'at union rates.
But, lintil the presant influensa apidentic
subaldes,” for reanons of health I would
advisa Iy readscs, one and all, to steer
olétr ‘of the ".I'Auioe" kul
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light travels - 186,000 -
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_ lor and Caldwell;

- doubles,

LAWN TENNIS
. " NOTES

Ey the Man at the Not.

The weatner on Saturday el’fecl.nnlly
disposed of tennis, but from the reports
of the glub play that have been sent in
te me during the pxst week, it seemn

“thal most of the local tenrnaments are
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ley, A W-Gore, 1. Roper Barrett. Now,
these ¢ witbout doubt live out of the
Hrat a'x men who would be' chosen to re-
present the Old Country, if all were fit
and well.- Which proves that’it is by no
WWEARS 30 caxy @3 it looks to decide how
a selection committee should best be '

. tonstity ted; and the difficulty that Eng.

well under weigh, and the variows elub

championships should .all be decided be-
fore ‘Eauter. Certainly they are not likely
to have much chance after,tliat date lf
the present indicetiona hold, ~
~ The follawing motes .on mome of tha
more important Devonport mnteheu
are clipped from the “Star”:

The final for the Mens Championship

- land erperiences in this respeet may be
* some alight consolation to the Aucklaml- -
ers who have fiot nlwoys becn satisfied
with the choice of such commiltees or

the work they have done.

An exceplionally interesting double
was played recently in Melbourse on a
private court at Kew, at which Madame

- Melbe, by the way, was one of the spec. —

Singles will be played on Baturday be- -

tween T. Macky and Robson, Robson,
who defeated Bherriff earlier in the tour-
nament, is & young player, who should
certainly have & future before him. He
18 exceedingly accurate and has particu-
larly severe off-the-ground strokes. His

prigcipal faults are that he -is inclined -

to volley too far.back in the middle of

. the court, and uses the eut-stroke much’

too often. Macky should give Robsom
a very good game, but 1 am afraid he
will be found lacking in severity and in
etaying power. The contest should pro-
vile aome excellent tennis. X

The Ladies’ Handicap *Singles have
once more been won by Mrs. Cooper
from the owe 40 mark. Until the other
lady members of the elub improve it
seems .impossible to handlcnp Mra.
Cooper out of this event. -

The ladies® doubles fell to Misses Tny_-
the combined to Miss
. Taylor and Taylor; the men’s doubles
to Young and Taylor. Both Miss Tay- |
Jor and R. Taylor are new members of
the club and are io.be heartily con-
gratulated on their success, ..

Mies -Taylor plays- an

provement -during- the: last year. R
Taylor, who, besides winning the above
events, is atill in the final of the -handi-
eap singles,
-He 1ib sex-
ceedingly ateady:-anwd mevere om the fore-
hand and finde. the aide limen-with great
consiutency.. - He 'will;- however, have to

tlton., Norman Brookes and 40 K.
Fraser. played A. W. Dunlop and R. .
Heath, the present holders of the doublca |
chnmplnnshlp of Vietorin. Fraser is. a.
firet-rate doubles man, snd wvaually part-,
nered Brookes before 1ne world's cham. - -
pion first went on his pilgrimages. wfter
the Davis Cup. - But Dunlop ia really a-
souuder double player than Brookes, and
in the end the lucal chnmpions more than
held their owa, - Brookes and ‘Fraser won _*
the first two seta: 6—4, 6—2; but them
Dunlop and Healh asserted themselves, .
and after a fine struggle won the three .
following sets: 7—5, 6—4, 7—5, From .
the calibre of the players and the level -
seoring, this must have been one of the
fineat doulles matehes ever wltm.-ssed in
Australia. -
The Io]lowmg c]lpping Irom thc-f‘Aus-
tralasian® may inlercst local tennis. .
players, though few of them are.likely =
te he in England next year to ace the'.
matches. referred@ to: “Details are.te .
Land by the mail of the tennis tourna- -,
ment io be playcd in vonnection with the. .

Olympic games. Singles’, doubles’, nnd .°
lndies” singles” championships will be ;-
played on the eovered court. at the

* Queen’s’ Club, London, on the Gth May .
and _ fololwing duys, enLnes closing on -
the 25th ‘April next: iwhile similar eventa -
will be played at Wimbledon on grass on
the Gth July and following days, eotrics
closing on the Gth June. At “the latter *

+ meeting what is termed the chnmpmn.

exceedingly -
- steady: game, and has shown great im-

*

is another young * player. -
. who sghow: great- promise.

)

cultivate @ better backhand before he.

can go much further. He showe prom-.

. ise of bemg an accuraje volleyer, and

‘should give more attention to tlmt_ de.
partment of the game. .

Young, who partnered Taylor in the
is f greatly |mprnved player.
He ali]l, however, lacks consistency.

The Men’s Championehip Boubles pro-
vided, perhaps, the most Interesting
contests of the toirnament. In the first
round Young and Brabant defeated A
and K. Howarth. A. HowartH was uh-
fortunate to injure his shoulder before
the commencement of the match, which
necezaitated him scratching * from all
events in the tournament. In the semi-
final Young and Brabant were defeated
by. Macky .and Halt somewhat.= easily:
The final was deemed
for the former prir, but & surprise was
effected by Shirriffs and: Miller defealing
them handsomely by 3 sets to 0.. Shir-
riffls played -excellently, while Miller ex-
eelled himself by playing the best game
of the four. Tt.is unfortunate that Mil-
ler, who iz, perhaps, beiter known as an
Auckland hackey representative, cannot
get opportunitics for- more consistent
practice, - as .his play last .Saturday
showed ‘that he.ia capable of remhmg &
very high stapdard.. .. ..,

Rather an amusing llluatratmn of the
difficulty that always erises ia appoint-
ing ® seloetion’ committee has just woc-
curred at Home! 'The troulue of course
ig that if:you put leading players on
selection committees, they are placed in
the invidibws - position of . having to
choose themselves - in  representative
teawmns; and it --yowr drop the leading
players out of your selgction committees
the second-rate players are, as s male,
poor judgsa-of play and form: Well, the
Couincil ‘of 'the-lawn Tennls Association
of ' England . tecently resolved that it
was desirable ithat no player likely to bs
selecied- to represent the British lies jn
the, juternational match for the Davis
Cup -shoukl be aclected as- one. of. the
Interoational Mateh Committee, It then
procecdel 4o elect its Match Committer,

o

“a good thing” .

’

and the first five names read.as follows:

—H. Dcic!'ty, 8. H. &:liu: F.L. B-ll.-
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ghipa of the world will be played, hat ag
the All-England singirs” championship al- -
ready carries the title.of champion of
the wortld, it is a matter of doubt as 10 -
what value will be placed on \hc tltln
won at the.July tourn-mant.
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ﬁf&?&@;i |

EAVE BEEN SUPPLIED T8
THE FOLLOWIXO

MEN-OF-WAR'-&L_"

LLM.S, * Hindustan= .

H.AL 8. “ Albamarlc*®
- lndEIlll -l.l‘
- "Amlrumldl [+ rnnmnfblu )
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* Harbem” .. . IKing Allred ™,
* Herwick * * Majomic™
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- "mmlmonwnllh “ Pioneor " '
. " Croasy ¥ * Puwerful™
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