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The Club Smoking

NOTICE,” remarked the barrister,

“that both Muori and Methodist

are protesting against the small-

ness of clerical wtipends, and that

the Anglican bishops the world

over are bewailing the scarcity of
camndidates for ordination, and the steady
decreave in the number of graduates.
The wonder to my mind i that they
ever get any men at all. Not only de
the clergy get miserable pay, but what
they do get is always uncertain. A
family or iwe moving from a parish, a
succession of wet Sundays, or a dozem
other ecauees over which they have no
cantrol, may reduce almost to vanish-
ing poiut the beggarly pittance aflowed
them by their flock, Then, their stipend
haa often to be raised by appeals to the
charity r_)f the l".gllgregaltion,Ahy bazaars,
concerts, and socials, or by endeavouring
to secure large congregutions, and, con-
sequently, increased ofertories, by musi-
cal  attractions introduced into the
church services. ]n'my own profession,
B man is always assured of hie bread
and butter, and he han a chance of rising
to something good. ‘A parson’s chances
of obtaining a bare existence are always
precarious, and neither geniu_s,- abilitjr,
nor hard work will ever enable him to
be assured of & competency, mueh lera
ol‘,wt.;z"ﬁl _a'l"ll iill:(_!lne at njl! n(le_)qlin!g_td'l'iis'
position. The Aiglicans, who, are sup-

posed to be the wealthieat 'bodg;, are, [
betieve, the most.niggardly as regarids the
stipends they puy their clergy.”
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“f lﬂl_lcj',” put in the journalist, “that
It would be a revelation to sgome peaple if
they knew how some of the clergy mre
paid. 1 know one man, who is married
and has a family, who is paid tne
princely pum of £50 a year. He has =
houne, which he built himself, and a
small garden, in which he grows vege-
tabied. But he has not a penny beyond
his £50, and he has mot been able to
muske any provision for the future. I
koow anvlher who has £70, and another
who has attained to the comparatively
Inrge income of £90. And out of this
they are expected to subscribe to every-
thing that is going, to keep open house
for the whole parish, to help the aick
and indigent, to he ulways well dressed,
and maintain & goud kocial position, and
to provide fur the keep of a horse, and
sumetimes & buggy.  {fowlness knows
how they do it. Many of them, I be-
lieve, are literally starving.
ber once I whs sub-editing the country

I remem-

notes for & paper, and we got a para-
graph about a social given to the vicar
of e parisi. It said how highly he
Wi gt vel by everybody, how lard
he workedl, aml how  grently the
whole dintrict had benctited by his Ia-
Laars,
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The people of the plice, it went

on 1 ks were one anl all devoted to

Lim, amd would (e auyihing for him.
The next puragraph vanclsafed the in.
turmation that the stipend for the pre-
veiling  twelve months was 43 in
rears, aml there was very little prospect
of ita bweing paid. 1 alteral the lueal
vofouring # b, aud stk the par in the
funny veluom, T gat in a hit of a row
over it bt L oresl'y eouldn’t help itl It
wiun Al tine-t picce of wneauscious -
wout [ had seen fur suioe tiane” §
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“IHf you really want to see something
of the metheds of church finanee,” re-
plied a prominent business man, “you
must wait till you are elected Church-
I held that office once in &
parish where we had ome of the best
vicars 1 have ever met. Everybody had
the greatest respect for him, and one
and all professed themselves as willing
to do anything in the world for him. It
happened that just at this time our fin-
ances got into low water through two
of our best supparters leaving the dis-
trict, and through an unprecedented spell
of wet weather and decrensed congrega-
tions. My fellow-Churchwarden and I
accordingly had to canvas the parish for
extra subscriptions towards the atipend
fund. We naturally expected genevous
support. But we were met with either
flat Tefusais or grudging doles. Some
who had been loudest in their praise
of the vicar began to discover unsus-
pected faulis in his character as soon as
they were asked for am extra half-crown
or go. - I tell you it fairly sickened me,
and I determined I would never take the
job on again. T would sconer see’ a son
of niine crw.'kihg atones on thE)l:O_%iI_],.Dr
cee him a gumdigger, than see him a
parson. = The poorest labourer can at
least mazintain his ;self-respect',_l;nt T'm
blowed il you dan when you have to
cadgé for FJour pay like noy-leggar at:
the street corner.” . :
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“I think,” interrupted a well-known

© member of Synod, “that in the Church,

as in other walks of life, we do not suffi-
ciently encourage native talent. When
any hving which offers anything like
reagonable pay falla vacant, a man from
Home i selected to fill it. These men
only come out for five years, and then
they go back again, The New Zealander
is relegated to the back-blocks withount
& hope or prospect of ever getting any-
thing betier. Goodness knows, there is
little enough in any case that & man can
attain to; even the best of what we
facetiously eall ‘livings' are not livings
in any real sense of the word, But
there are a few parishes that provide a
man with enough to keep him in food
and raiment, and it i rather hard on
men who have been all their life in the
colony that theze parishes should invari-
ably be given to outsiders. We have
nothing to stimulate a man’s ambition,
and you cannot offer a man any promo-
tion worth having, becawwe finuncially a
curate is probably much better off than
& Vicar, aml it is 10 surprise to me that
our men are leaving the colony for other
parts of the worll, or that the supply
of candidates in diminishing a0 rapidly.
Teople expect the clergy to be well edu-
cated, to be of gowl movial position, to
have tuken a good degree at Oxford or
Cambridge, 1o be well rensl in ndl the
lutest thought of the day, to be orulors,
and tn be given to an unwstinted linspi-
tality, .-« the same time, ey expect
them to live on lesy than many people
wouhll devote to the keep of a horse or a
large dog, T ey ey think a parson
is like a greyhowut—that he ean't be
properly truined unless all his xibs ure
showing."™* .
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“There is no doubt,” eaid the padre,
“that the supply of university graduates
for the Church a fa]ling off year by
year. For & brilliant man, with intel-
Jectual and oratorical gifte, to enter the
ministry wmeans a very great sacrifice of
worldly prospects. At the Bar, in the
Henate, or in almost any walk of life,

you will find that intelleet, education and .

eloguence, combined, lead on to foriune,
success and fame. In the Church they
lie meglected, and their possessor is left’
to starve,
bate ¢lergy, & man must coneider his
wife and family as well as himself.
There never wag a time when tnere was
more need for highly-trained and edu-
cated men in the Church. The intellec-
tuel portion of the lnity ‘are being left
as sheep without a shepberd, wnust the
clergy, for the mosi part, whow a ten-
dency to fall back on dogma &nd
authority, rather than on making an
attempt to honestly weet the difficulties
s0 many feel. There will always be men
willing to devote their lives and talents
to the cause of tnie religion, whatever
worldly eacrifice such’ devotion may in-
volve, but you cannot expect ‘parents to
encourage lheir sone to think of taking
up the work of the ministry, and to
spend hundreds; or, it may be, thousands,
of pounds on their education, when the
only prospect jg the prospect of sth'ﬁ}*—

tion. I do feel most strongly that we

want to get the piek.of onr own men,
and ‘not ely oh men from' Home, and
thﬁt?_wgl\\: inb !.q‘,:b:fféfdghbrp more éncour-
agement than we do. The Presbyteriana
are doing their utmont to raise the
etandard of educational requirements for
their ministers, and to give them fairly
adequate stipends, o are most of the
Free Churches, Unlese the Cliurch of
England makes a similar effort there ia
e grave danger that she will lose the
intellectual pre-eminence that she has
long enjoyed.”

The ldeal of Motherhood.

(By Rangatira.}

Terhups lhere is no subject a man
approaches with greater deference than
the subject of motherhood. He under-
stands it only from him own side. He
sees it; watches it; draws from it his
one sure conclusion—that it is best and
brightest thing alout him; that by it
unsuspecting women wield the world’s
power, He soes too, and womiers why,
that women don't value it as he thinks
they should. He looks back Lo his ewn
mother, and sees what she has done for
Iiim, aml wmeant to him, and he again
wonders why that, before which he
Iiolfs his soul in wowlerment, anid wor-
ship, iz so lightly valued and reglected
by wo muny women round him. The gitls
hie meets don't meem to give the fulnre
a thought, sl ns he works ami pleas-
ures beside Lhem, he eomes to the von-
clusion that the sweet, allimportant
work which lien heyoml their moarrviages,
must ubl hinge on inatinet for it wels
fare. It he be a parson or a dovtor or
lwyer, e womlers, wniil  he under-
utands ihe conxequence of girls' delicate
swlilerence, then e bames or pitics.

Until a man caves for a woman, prob-
ably hr does not trouble hin hend—ib
iun't hik buxiness to miml the world’s
nuaking; let ¢ld Nature do that. Whea
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Unless we are to have a celi- '

he cures, the woman bhe chooses, of
course, is wise in womanhood. . The
woman- herpejf pomssibly is wise, but
probably ia mot so until the poasibilit-
jen of her existence definitely guide ber
naturally true instinct in the pelectiom
of “values.” ’

Roughly, & man’s ideal of woman eom-
prisen  four - eseential capacities—wife,
another, friend and housckeeper; perbhapa
treasurer of hig possessions, heart snd
household, would better express  hin
want. And in each character he bopes
and hopes, but in hig inner poul, believes
phe will be pweet, faithinl, true. Also
he wanta comeliness of a physical and
mental kind, which results in brightness
of nature and npicety of surroumlings.
Given these essentiala and their accom-
panying character, and the normal man
finde his jdeal. .

A man e¢an easily paraphrfags in =
paragraph his womanly ideal, but he
cammot even faintly guess what her
ideal for herself s, Judging from the
frequency of divorce, and tbe averzge
marriege, B Inan is foreed to the conclu-
sion that there must be o lack of set-
tled knowledge of what a man needs of
woman, and the lack of this knewledge
shows wup sharply ageinst the back-
ground of so many marriages. .

Meotherhood is the noblest institutiom
of nature, and ethically the earliest; for
the evolution of motherhood and ethics’
took place side by sile, the latter find-
ing birth in the former, Long before the
birth of conjugal love, motherlqye was at
work mmaking the race human. 'T'he in-
stinet of reproduction. maternity, moth-
erhood, ip the mainkpring in  nature’s
machine; from it all elie radiates,

In normal people the bond between
mother and child is infinitely. atronger,
than that between husband. and wife,
and js the soundest surety againat any,
slipping of the marriage knot. . . - ’

Men read with non-understanding eyes
of the number of infants who die yearly,
who are abandened, whoe are carelessly,
brought up. They, strong in the ome
idea of the strength and’ purity of the
mother instinct, do net grasp the fack
that. something Tmore’ than instinet is
needed for the rearing of a child, .

_VVhy do women plretz!.ld not to care for
children? Why de théy flippantly boast
that they haveé modern "ideas on the
subject of the emancipation’df " women.
One notices generally that ‘young girls
and women without children' taik thig
wild, unwise sort. of chatter, . - Of course,
deep in the hearts of all straight-minded
women the reverent honour of mother-
hood must lie hid, for only in a smalk¥
minority of cases doea Nature fail to do
her work. But it is & pity, a great
mistake, that women pretend to be irre-
verent. Nothing seemn so eeoncmically,
foolish and out of joint, as that don't
care attitude they seem to take prida
in. To ocutward appearances women
take a cheap view of that to which even
a grey bachelor takes hin hat off,

In all probability the world’s social
salvation eonld be compassed o ona
generation if maternity could be placed
on its true and rightful basis. It is the
widest and most powerful moral force in
the world.  Nature gave it first place,
and man (and woman, too, of late years)]
hag hampered it by ignorance and non-
realisation of ita power.  Of eourse, the
rightful edueation and elevation of
motherhood is sure to come, but in the
meantime the race is suffering. In tha
future, when science bas taught the
truths it now possesses, women will ba
trained frem early years in the path that
leadn to that Jjdeal! of nations— good
molhers. But, judging by history, this
knowledge must be faught to men by
women; wonen only ean win for their
gex Liie silention and insiruction so
urgently wanted.

1t in wisdom we want from your
woemen, not love only; wisidom we dream
that you have and believe, till you prove
jt otherwine. You hold our merals for
us, you make umn, whether we admit it
or noi. 1f some of us had onr way
we woutll rweep yonr farce called elduca-
tion into chaos, and Legin again to teach
a religion, founded on charity, for then
you enull not ke nurrew. to teach the
trulh und value of essentaals, an that you
could not wander into usclesa blind ailies,
and would grasp  the value of life;:
teach all that you ave here for, You
women were meant to keep the world
clean, above oll to be clear beacons for,
us to steer by, °
“What you are we thank you for; you
have enrned  good  marks, but  we
want more—exeellent  wisdom  in your
own part of the honse—in fact, gnodueyy
to which we tan absolutely trusts "




