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. TOPICS OF THE DAY.

LOXNDON, January 17.
MOST PECULIAR.
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A peculiar amd somewhat anwusing situ-
ation hus been created by the actlion of
Hig Mujesty's sdvisers in relation to tha
loss of the Crown jewels and other ob-
jects collectively wourth £50,000, from
the College of Arms in Dublin Castle.
MWhen the attention of Lhe Heralds® Lol-
lege was first called to the dissuppezrance
of the jewels, and repurted to Dublin
Castle, the ucet that the Otlice of Arms
bore mo trace of having lLeen broken
vpen in the ordinwry meaning of the
words, the Irizh Govermweonl bad & two-
fold duty to perlorw, find the thief, and
{ix the reapon lity for the exislence of
circumstances which wade the disappear-
ance of the regalin pessible. This is the
way Lo set aboui it.

The duty ot tinding the jewels and
the thief or thieyes or persons connected
withh the rolbery was entrusted to the
Dublin pulice—a budy which has bad little
praviice in the pursuit of exgpert erimin-
als, and is very rarcly catled upon to in-
yeslignte cases of extreme compiexity.

1t was a greal pity that Scotlund Yard
was not put in sole charge of thes ex-
traordinary case.  Seotland Yard has,
jndeed, been “invited Lo confar™ with
the Dublin authorilies—to assist and to
advise only when asked by the lIrish
poliee. Even this swmall share of the
investigation has cansed jenlousy in Dub-
lin, and it is motorious that the investi-
gutmn of this cuse has been complicated
aud its unravelment retarded by reason
of this unhappy state of things. Valu
able time has been lost, .and it is fairly
anfe to say that however near the thief
may be to capture, his booty has been
dissipated and plaged beyond the possi-
bility of identitication.

It is an aopen sceret that the Coliege of
'‘Armns was entered by key, and that the
eafe was opencd im the same regular man-
ner. Frem thia it is inferred that the
{hief hud an accurate knowledge of that
department, ard ihat Ite or his prime
confederate had an opportunity of ob-
taining duplicate keys. The limitation
jnvolved in this-fact led not only to the
most careful examination of every person
counected with the College of Arms, but
ito searching inquiries into th: antece-
dents of every officer and servant of the
departnient, from Sir Arthur Viears, the
Ulater King of Arms, to whom the jewels
were oflicially eatrusted, down to the
oflice Loy. bor all this the Government
were [oreed to redlise that they had no
evidence with which to secure Lhe con-
viction of anyona, and they have now
commenced to  discharge their second
duty—the fixing of responsibility for the
lass. Three interasts are involved in this
imestieation. First, that of Sir Arthur
Nigara, secondly the Commissioner of
Tolice, upan whom devolves the main-
tenance of peace and order wilthin the
Castle walls, and thirdly the Board of
Works, whose duty it i3 to provide ac-
commodation for the storage of valu-
ahbles,

The jewels were in the Castle. There
is no suggestion that Sir Arthur Vicars
has meved them, Thsre is no evidence
that they were tuken by day, or that
the keys weee lost, lent, or stolen.. Sir
Arthur's eontentivn was, from the first,
thai the place was opened by key on
the nizht of the Sth.

As regards the case of the third-named
interest involved, it is alleged lhat the
Board of Works, after supplying a cafe
which could not be put in the strong

Toom, owing to a mistake in the dimen-
sions of the farmer, vefused to supply
mnother! Nor coulll Sir Arthur ¥

oltuiy leave to sloep on the “premises
Crown jewels valued at £ 50000 were put.
in & safe in an outer ollice, and by rea-
son of the desertion of the place at night,
were placed in charge of a eouple of con-
atulles who haul o keep wateh nmd ward
over all the exita and entrantes of a
large, mly lighted guadrangie,

In view of the contlicting- intereaty in-
wolved, it wns thought that ihe Govern-
ment would proceed to endeavour o ile-
tettine wiwther the blame for the losa
resed on Sir Aethur Viears, the Com-
wmissinner of Police, or the Neard of
Works by weana of o full psl publc
judivial investigation, instead it ap-
pointed & Connnission of Inguiry, which
was in the noture of & aecret iribumal,
preciuded by the terms of its warrant
from the investigution of auy maniter not

directly bearing on the alleged negligenca
of Bir Arthur Vicars in the custedy of
the jewels, unable even Lo compel tha
atiendance of witresses, or to place them
under the obligation of an oath, to en-
force the production of documents, or to
submit statements to the test of crosa-
examination.

8ir Arinur Viears relused point blank
to have anything to do with ihis com-
mission, and demands a searching publie
and judicial inquiry. And, though the
Commissioners are trying to coax him
to their sittings by offering to take hia
evidence in public, together with that of
any other witnessea he mzy think desir-
able to have examined, znd further, im-
form him gravely that *“they had heard
miteh evidence which, in the absence of
any expianation or anawer on his part,
seriously uffeets him in his office as cus-
tedian of the Crown jewels, and in re-
spect of the eare and vigilance with which
e kept them,” Sir Arthur remains ob-
duraie, and the Commission goea on play-
ing * Hamlet ¥ witl the Prince ieft out.

TFhere are any number of gueer rum-
ours in cireulation ecncerning 1he Gov-
ernn:zeni's desire to limit the seope of the
inquiry, and to keep the proceedings
private. One hints at a very grave scan-
dal, involving * persons of consequence”
in the Dublin Castle “ set.”

8ir Arthur mweanwhile, ia * moving
heaven and earth ” to bring about a pub-
lic investigation of the circumstances sur-
rounding the losa of the Regalia, and is
being warmly supported by the Knights
of 8t, Patrick, to which Order he belangs.
They have, it is underatood, petitioned
ihe King, praying for a comprehensive
judicial and public inquiry into the whole
©f this wost peculiar case.
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CAN DIAMONDS BE MADET7

An astonishing siory of a man who
mys he can manufecture diamonds in an
etectric furnace comes from Paris. Le-
maoine, the inventor of the proceas, haa
been arrested on ‘a charge of obtaining
aume £ 60,000 on false pretences from Sir
Julius Wernher, Lthe South African min-
mg magnate who had been led to believe
in the genuirencss of Lemoine’s rvesults,
The whole story reads bke a weird fable,
and the acientific world generally is very
sceptical about M. Lemoine and his * se-
cret” ; but the inventor himself sticks
tenaciously to his elaim. He olfered to
undertake experiments in the presence ot
the magistrate, and to forfeit to Bir
Juliua Wernhar the whole of his posses-
siona if he should {fail to produce dia-
monds in his furnace. ile demanded,
however, at the same time, that Sir
Julius VWerphor should make a2 similar
deposit to be bamled over to himself aa
dunrages if bis experiments were conclu-
give, Bir Julinag ashed time for reflection,
and after conferring tea minutes with his
lawyer, agreed to  deposit  400,000f,
{£14,000) in & bank on the above con-
ditions. T.emoire therenpon asked to be
immedintely set at liberty on boil. “The
judge scemmed disposed to grant this re-
quest; but Sir Julivs Wernher refused.
Lemoine claimed that mo experimenta
were possilile in that case. *1b is very
difficult,” he snid * Lo’ manufaciure dia-
monda. You don't succeed every time.”
The question of seizurzs of the document
contairing ihe sceret depo-ited in a Lon-
don bank then arese. Lemoine opposed
the idea imlignantly, urging that the
magistrale had no.right to violate a con-
trary freely made between him and Sir
Juliusg Wernher. He immediately tele-
graphed to the London bank peohlibiting
the vemoval of the paper depesited with
it in"June, 16805, and its transfer to any
Paris ageney of the bank.

Wrangling weat on after this for some
time. Lemoine over and over agnin re-
newed Lis offer, but would abate no jot
of it, while Sir Julivts Wernlicr remained
an inexorable. At fast Lemoine cried:
*Well, how murh will you give me for
the secret?” Fir Julive only repeated
that he was ready to deposit £14,000,
which would meke £80000 with what
Tauvine bad aleeady received. Lemoine
Faughed: * What de you toke me fort Do
you remember our agreement?! You told
me yoursclf that we would propose the
sale of my secret to the De Brers Com-
puny, aud put the price at £6,000,000.”

It waws Bir Julius's turn to laugh:
LEM ar pothing. And 1 am deing it
imudsoniely.  Your secret is & boax”

-1908

It Lemoine is mot eincere in hia pro-
testations and bis offers, he iy puiting up
an amazing * bluff," Severn] people who
have witneased the diamond-making ex-
periments profess to believe them genu-
inely mueceasful. Mr, Jackson, = London
financier, when examined by the magis-
trate, stated that he had witnessed two

succeasful eaxperiments In Lemoine’s labo. -

ratory in the Rue Lecourbe, The firat time
he was accompanied by = friend. Mr.
Lemoine was siripped to the waist, so
that no trickery was possible. He
handed the materials to Mr. Jackson,
who himself laid them in the receptacte,
and when it was taken out of the electric
oven, and cooled in & bucket of water,
Mr.. Jackson epened it, and found twenty
five amail diamonds in it. Lord Arm-
sirong and M. Sabes were present when
Mr. Jackson witnessed the second triml,
The same precautions against trickery
were mdopted, and when the receptacle
had been put inte water they ecarried the
bucket away in a metor-ear. They had
no tools to open the receptacle, but after
M, Lemoine had leit them to prepare tea
they forced it open and saw thirty dia-
monds lying in tt. Taking these dia-
monds they started for London, where
Lhey showed them to a jeweller, who was
willing to buy them if he had a certifi-
('ule proclaiming  their mining origin.

{hen they weni to an expert, who, afler
exatnining the diamonds, sa2id, “'lhey
come fromn the Jagersfuntein mine. 1
often see gome like them,” and he gave
them the cerlificate, which satistied the
jeweller, who bought them, adding, * If
you have othera like themn. 1 shall take
them at the same figure.”” Mr. Jackson
concluded by enying that he regarded the
experiments as quite genuine and con-
vincing, so, " When, on Christmas Day,
Sir Julius Wernher, who had nsked for
an interview, told me that M. Lemoine
was an imposter, that he had had him
arreated, and asked me to join my com-
plaint to his, I refused poini-blank.”

Maases of conflicting evidenre are aecu-
mulating in this extracrdinary mse, and
the magisirate finds himself in a serious
dilemma. The simplesi way £o a decision
would be the production of M. Lemoin’es
formuln, which was deposited it & Lon-
don bank. But the inventor refuse to
reveal hia secret, and the magistrate has
apparently no power to order the docu-
ment to be surrendered.

Toilet Hinis.

(By a Well-known Lady Loctor.)

SORE LIPS’

are not infrequently due 1o wearing a
veil of cheap quality in damp, foggy
wenther, or to the hobit of constantly
biting the lips. The lips must be kept
as dry as possible, and the fellowing lip
salve applied before going out of doors
at thia season of the year.

Alkanet root, 120 graivs; almond-eil,
two fluid ounces; oil of rose six minims;
white beeswax, one ounce.

WHEN GOING TO A DANCE

try the effeet of an hour's rest in the
afternoon, But first take a basin of beil-
ing water, and add to it a teaspoonful of
simple tincture of benzoin.. Cover your
head with a towel, and hold your face
over the ateam, with your eyes shut, for
threo oy four minutes.  Then rinse the
face in cold water and dry with a soft
towel.

Rip n glass of hot milk and lie flat on
your back, abaolutely still, for an hour.
A short doze will enhance. the value of
yoeur rest considerably, and make all the
difference to your mppearance,

PHYSICAL EXERCISE

in the form of outdoor gamea is lerq
easily obtained in winter, so that ten
minnien either at night or in the morring
wight be given up to simple exercises,

'l'ry tha following for a fortnight, and
note the improvement in complexion,
colour, and general health:

1. Lie flat on the floor, and alowly raiss
yourself into a sitting atlitude whilst
keeping the hody stiff. Do this ten timeas
in BucceTsion,

2. Stand erect, rasme the armr straight
ahove the head, and slowly bring the
hands in a cirle downwards to touch the
feet, Lunding the waist onty. Thiy nlmuh!
be done ten times.

3. Stand erect, place the handa on the
hips, and tako twenty deep breaihs with
the mouth closed. Hold each breath for
& few seconds, and then slowly expire.

The corset must be removed before at.
templing these exorcnel, xl tull. beneflt
is to be derived. - - Breon

* ¥ou'll’ find that

AANDS ROUGHENED BY BOUS'-
WORK oA

tan bu much improved and sefiencd by
the use of tne following mixture. Take
equal parts of olive oil and glycerine and
mix well together. .- -

Apply as followa: Waah snd cleanse
the hands thoroughly before going to bed
with good soap and warm water; whea
partially dry, rub t!m muture thoroughly
into them. ) .

This, if done reg'ulnrly, will keep tha
hands beautifully soft and emooth. Hands
that are caretully aitended to will be
very little hurt by housework, more ea-
pecially if gloves are’ worn as much as
possible when working. '

CHRISTCHURCH
MUSICAL FROFESSGR'S
WORRIES.

' Ron Down owing to Constant
Work.

Felt Dizzy and Faint; Lost hia ap=
potite and suffered from severs
headaches. Cured by )

DR. WILLIAMS’ PINK PILLS,

The condition known a8 Tan down us-
wally resuits from overwork Dkl WeTry.
Hnergy becomes exharsted from too much
‘'full stesm sheaid.” The Dody -can’t stand
the stralu aod there’s o break-dowu. The
Rigns of ihe trouble are plain. The tebusat
look of health glves place to a drown and
carc-worn  £xpression. The patient sulfers
mental distress, canuel keep his mind on
work, passes Featless nlghts, turag agRinst
food apd cannot digest it, fesls exkausled
after exertion, gwents and trembles, shile
l]enrlacbrn fAts of dlzziness and wretched
s].vluts add to hle isery. -

Whal run down ren and women need 18
more Mood and toned merves. Br.
Willame' IMink Pills,- by euwriching the im-.
pure and weak blomd, glve toue to the ex-
Lagsted perves and bulld up the whole body.
‘people whd  tske Dr.
Wiilinmi#' Plok Pil'a look  healthy aud
bopps.

Mr Baron Eolemana. o! Christchurch, a
Musical Irofessor- well-known in profes-
slonal elrcles o New  Zealand, was rum
down and knows whnt Dr. Willlams' Piok
Tills can do. e Bas studled in London,
and his scheot of music in  Christchurch
has tugned out snue of the moal promising
talent ke the lslpods.

“Algut two years ago, owing to the con-
slaut stress of dulles with a gneat number
of puplls, I Lecome fhnroughly o down
nnd my nerves got alo a very bed stale
sald Mr lolﬂmmm Armigh-st., Christehoren,
*‘I flnally ‘becalme B0 “bad thst frequently
oo golog inte my claza room I would be-
come Jdizzy aond faloi. I loat my anppetite,
aud jn fact for weeks [ @id wot know what
a decent wenl wos Uke. My hpad wag fre-
quently very Pad. 1. attended two different
doutors, but dld not feel thelr ‘treatment
Lenetit we'{o the least. Finally en the ndrics
of a lady friead I tried De. Willinwa® Pink
Iiils. Flost week I not'erd an improve-
ment. The 2ecomd week 1 tcok slx pils a
fday, and kept gotting better all the whiie.
T nuight mention tiet 1 contluned with tha
pllls for weeks, and €vrally- woe cureg of
everythug. I bave not evew had ‘m - benad-
ache since, and I never faint onw. 1 cac
houestly recommend Dr.o Wiltlans'  IMlug
I'illa to auy one.'

Dy, Willinme. Dok Pils o um, one
thing — they Acluully “make" new Bleod.
They dou’t tinker with mere sywptoms.
They won't cure, any diseare that Jan't
caused by Dbad Dlood in tie first pace.
But when Dr. Willlamns'® Pluk DPilla re-
pitace bad blood with goid ble:d, tbey strika
eiralght At the root and cavse of all cowm-
spon  diseases  Like hc-udun.‘-es‘ riléachoes,
amd Dbackfches, kidney trouble, lver cem-

Malnt,” Blllousnces, Indigeation, avaenla,
neeralgin,  aelntien, nwervons  exhausticn,
foiling powets, locomotor ntaxla, and the

s#peclal kecrel tronbles that every woman
krows but that none of them Ilke to talk
about, even to thelr doctors. Dr. Wlllinlue"
Iink Plils ore sold DBy retallcra and the
Dr. WEitams' Melivise Co, Welliogton—-
3/ a box, sy boxes /4, post free- VWrite
for hinis ow to dlet, ete. ’
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Inlignant Citizen: BRayl Your buy
threw a stone st me jusi, now, and bately

nissed me.  Mr. Grogan: Yes say hs
misAed - yet—Inodignant Citizen: That's
what I -undersioed myself to remark.—
Mr. Grogan: 1t woy not my b'y.—" ‘fhs
Nuw Ceutury,” - -




