" m #pecial procedure resolution of the -
- guillotine type in order to greatly ac- .
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'OLD COUNTRY.

FORCED LEGISLATION.

THE GOVERRNMENT AND THE
HOUDE OF LORDS.

' The British Government has intmduc;!d

* celerate the pasage of the Scotch Small

" Bir

. ownership, and other

Landowners and the Land Values Bills,
H. Campbell-Bannerman  said  the
House of Commons had maturely- con-
aidered the bills, and it was unnecessary
to woste time hy debating them again.
Mr. Balfour strongly denied that they
had been adequately discussed in the
House of Commons. Reierring to the by-
election, the ex-Premier said the Govern-
ment wans not in a position to revolu-
tionise the constitution of the Houwse of
Lords.

Bir  Henry Campbell - Bannerman'’s
“guillotine” resolution was carried hy 331
voles to 84.

In -the House of Lords Lord Camper-

down's Small Holdings (Scotlnnd) Bill .

was read = first time. -

‘The bill avoids the Land Couri, divided
contentions  féa-
tures of the (Govermment’s bitl, which the
Lorde- threw out Jast year, and follows
the main lines of the English Small Hold-
ings Actk of 1007,

[The English

Small Holdings

January 1, 1908, provides for allotments

. up to fiva acres in cxtent and for small

* each county

holdings up to fifty acres or £50 in value,

The mensure creates two Small Holdings
_Commissionerships to be filled by the

Board of Agriculture, with the consenk
of the Treasury. The Commissioners’
duty is to ascertain the extent to which
there is a Jemand for samall holdings in
“or would be a demend if
suitable land were available.” The county
counci] is to give themn assistance, and in
return to raceive information as to the

. existence of a demand. Finally, the Com-
_ missioners may inform the council that

“a scheme should be made.” It will then

" be the Council's duty to formulate onae

or more sclemes, failing which ihe Com-
migsioners, having the powers of a Coun-
cil, mey do 80 themseives.

Council loans for ‘this purpose to, 86

* years,ard makes other important proyis-

ioms in detail. The Scottish hill, which

" eame to grief in the House of Lorda last

year, and is replaced by the wmeasure
mentioned in the above cable, applied the

- Crofters' Aeti throughout Scotland, con-

stituted a Land Court instend of the Crof-
ters' Cowmmission, and appointed ihree

- Agricultural Commissioners in place of

the Congested Frstricts Board. The ascer-

- taining of the demand for land is provid-

’

ed for, as in the English bill. The details
of the measure were neceaqurny dlﬂ‘er-
ent ]

srAT'E-owNen RAILWAYS._

* Governwent’s Attitude. - ¢

The 'lresoiutiun ‘of Mr. G. A. Hardy

'{Liberal member. for- the Stowmarket -

division-of- Suffolk) in favour of an in-
quiry jinto the question of the Btate pur-
thase of railways was talked out, though

{ President, of the Board of Trade) had

offered to inquire how far evils could-be .
remedied by eny chang® in the relationa .

between the rn:lways aml the State.

RECEN‘T INDICATIONS OF CHANGE.

The Raidway Servants” Congress last
October passed a reaolution, with only
twa disacntients, in favour of the Stato
ownership of Uritish railwaye, on the
grounda of certain evils, including (1)
the tendency to pool profita; (2), the
giving of preferential rates to fareign
producers and manufacturers; and (3),
the material effect of excessive cnmpetl-

tion on the pasition of the railway
workera.
At Liverpool last Sepfember TLord

Brassay stroogly urged the natiomalisa-
tion of the railways before the Associated
Chambers of Commerca, “Wa arq por:

c ,_News

and |
. ‘Allotment Act, which came inte force on

The Act also
extends the period for the repayment of

Zealand . Mail . for  February, 22, 1908

of the Week,

haps on thg eve of a grest change of
policy. Wa see what is taking place in
Continental Europe. In Germany and In

Russia, in Belguim, and more recently

in Jtaly, the railways have become the
property of the State. The requirements
of the public are fully considered, The
rezukts to the Exchequer have been satis-
factory.

“If we were taking a new departure to-
day,” continued Lord Brassey, “‘there can
hardly be a question as to what Parlia-
ment would de. It is difticult to change
a policy to which we have long adhered.”

Lord Brassey showed that_the capital
wvilue of the 1nilways was twice the
amount of the National debt, and aug-
gested begmmng with State gwoership in
Ireland.

SENTENCE ON VELTHEIM.

TWENTY YEARS IN GAOL.

The trial of Franz Moritz Ludwig

- vor Veltheim, charged with ottempting

to blackmail Mr. Rolly Joel, a brother of
Mr. Woolf Joel; who was slot at Johan-
nesburg in 1898 by the prisoner, has been
congluded-

Velthreim was severely cros s-examlned

and Mr. Joel was recalled to prove that -

prisoner’s version of his interviews with

- the late Mr. Barney Harnato Wiy - facon-

sistent with facts.

The judge having aummed up, the ]ury
retired and finally retumo:l wlth a ver-
dict of guilty.

crime, and sent -him- to penal m"n'it.ude
for twenty years. R

Innpector Pentin gave am outline uf '

prisoner's hlatory. According to police

accounts from various countries; his resl

name was Kurtze, his father having been
& forester.

Prisoner had heen a bad charm.ter
from chilihood. He was a sailor in the

" German navy in 1880, snd deserird the

same year, being suspected of stealing
his eaptain’s gold watch and seal bearing
a family crest. The captain’s name was
von Veltheim.

Later on prisomer served ahoard a
British mercnantman. He went in 183G
to Fremantle and Perth, where, in 1887,
he marricd a Miss Maria Yearsiey. He
then went to Capetown, and his wife

went to Fnglond, and became acquainted *

with & gentleman whom prisonez, on re-
joining his wife, attempted to blackmail.
Prisoner wad told that the matter would
be placed in the hands of the paliee, but

" coutinued to writo threatening letters to

his wife’s friend.
Veltheim next bigamously married and

defrauded and deserted several women. -

He obtninel £1300 from one, and under-

went a supposed secret marriage with a -

voung Awericnn lady at Samt Clond, one
of his friemds on that pecasion jmpersoun-
ating a priest.

" Later  the privoner obtnined from a

German widow whomn he previously knew, .

and now- prowised to marry, £2800 to in-
vest on her behalf.  She, finding he had
equandert-d the nmount, cammitied sui-
cide. - Prisoner served with -the (npe
mounted police, and, heing requeated -to

resign; besan to blackmail the Joels, one -

of who ¢ Woolf Juel) he shot déad. - *

Later he raised & large sum of moncy .
on’ the pretence of haing abde to uncmrth .

it was. clicited that Mr, l'.-loy,d George . Kruper™ - hurled_ tlpaaure amountmg -t |

.n [

oner ‘had breen found
guilty of onc of the most gerious. crimes,
declared that the-semtence and the pun-
ishment must be equally preventive.

The prisoner was ntunm-d‘ on he‘nng :

the aentence.
—_— i

WOMEN _'SUFFR@G{STS.

R.AID FROM I‘URN[TUKE

VAN'.

!‘l!‘l‘!’ ARRESTS AT HOUSES Ol'
PARLIAHEHT. e !

A aonference of sufragettes wos held
at Caxtom Hill, the delegates repre-
aenting all parts of Eungland. Mra. Pat:
rick Lawrence "presided, and associnted

. aix weeks’

- pointed.
The fudge spoke in ‘terms uf the strong- -
ett condemnation of the prisoner’s life of -

are, in emphmlsmg.,

with her wers Misses Panklhurst and
Kennedy, well-known leaders of the move-
wment.

It was unanimously rezolved to demand
the introduction immedintely of a mea-
sure to extend the franchise to women,
and to appoint a deputation fo ses the
Prime Minister (Sir Henry Campbell-
Bannerman).

While the meeting was in progress a
previously arranged raid on the House
of Commons was developing.
technicon vamr stopped at Lhe entrance
of St. Stephen’s Hall (that portion of the

Houses of Parliament which affords com- .

munication between the Central Hall and
Westminster Hnll on the west), and ita
back doors swung open, anl the 30 suf-
fragettes emerged and endeavomred to
storm the entrance.

The police arrested 20, and the rest
were repulsed. A secomdd vonload met
with the saine fate.

Contingeats
arrived in quick sueression, with the in-
lention of compelling 150 arrests, but

Inek of spirit on the part of the mililanta ~

and the determination of the police to
effect only neeessary arrests, totalhng
50, defeated the seheme.

One of the suffragettes who partiei-
pated in the vaid on “the House of Com-
mons on 12th tnsi. was fined 40/, in de-
fault one month’s imprisonment. The
others were buound over in sureties to
keap the peace, with ihe alternative of
imprisonment.

One defendunt, who was 7D yrars of
apge, was discharged. and seemed disap-
Al]l except two chnse :n.npnsun-
ment.

The prlsoners. on gomg to Hollwny .

"A[l well and very cheerful. The only
thing we care about is that the Govern-
ment: shall be forced to yield the fran-
chise to women. We are keenmer than
ever. Heavy sentences will not delgr us,
and we consider theém an indication that
the Government i< afroid of our agita-
tion.” -

. Aq the authorities have been hinting at
ihe existence of the Act of Charles 11,

prohlbltmg more than 10 from appro: c!l—
ing Parliament wilh =« petition, Mrs.
'Pn.nkhurst (chief organiser of the Wo-
men’s Secial and Political Uinion), Miss
Annis Kenney (also an organiser), ami
11 others, in evder to challenge its en-
forecement, left th: couference at Caxton
Hull for St. Stephen’s (that portion of
the Houses of Parlisment which affords
commmunication between the Central Hall
and Westminsier Hall on the west] and
deelined to disperse. -+ --

Ten were arrested, and were disappoint-
ed because they were nol prosecuted ua-

" der the Act, but merely charged with ob-

slrueting and resisting the police. -
Miss Kenney, another suffragetie or-
rested whilst attempting to storm the

‘Houses of Parliament, was fined £5, with

ihe nltemnhve of a nmntha :mprmm\

© ment.

Seven other defendants were D'I'dEI‘Fl]. to
enter into suretics to keep the peace. in
default to be imprisoned for Rix swveeks.
All the defentdants clected to go te gaol. -

mELnN'D.

THE STATE OF

Bailfonr Urges l‘orce.

In commlttee in, the House of Com-
mpns last, week,
expenses of Irmh
dizcusion, Mr.
member - for Galway East) ingingated
that Lord Ashtown had been implicated
in an attempt to nmnufu(-turc- a hogus
outruge at \delawu for
poses.

Mr R. R, Cherry [Attorncy-General for
Trelznd) and Mr. Balfeur” 'l sender of the
Opposition) both decloied that there was
not the gllghtht fuumlntwn fu: Lthis
abnmmahlp acesation.

The debate also dealt with the paraly:
nig of the jury aystem under the nrdmnry
Inie.

Mr. Birrell {Chief' Secretary for Ire-
land) admitted the deplorable faiture of
the prosecutions for cattle-driving, and
remarked of boycotting, *'I wisk to Gud
il would cease!™ -

roseciitiona was urider

*“'Mr. Balfour insisted that thé proseca-

tiona hoit been a shom from Iwgmmng to
rnd. addine, “Force il the un!y ‘remedy
ageiost erimea”

A pan- -’

from Caxton Hall then -

- Times™

\vlule thé ‘vole for the

John Rache ' (Nutinnalist

THE LAST OF THE GOOLDS.

The aentence of death passed upon Mra
Goold for the murder of Mudamme Levia
h:l been commuted to penal servitude for
life.

[Goold escaped ihe death sentence on
the ground that he was au irresponsible
degenerate, but Mrs. Goold was condemn
ed to death as ihe main mover in the
murder of Mra. Levin, the wealthy Eug
lish lady who was treacherously nur-
dered by stabbing in the rooms of
the Goolds 2t Moente Czrlo.]

The warders at Wormwoud Scrubs pri-
&en deseribe yon Veltheim as o “broken
man.” He has since sentence was passed
remained dazed and jn a state of semi-

, coilapae.

airs. Goold will shorily be sent to
C;yemm { Freneh Uuiama), where che
wiil undergo her life sentence,

UNMOVED REPUBLICANS.

STILL =Gli.Y, “GiVE, GIVE!™

The Lisbon corresponient of * The
Times"” comments on  the inercdible
equanimity with which tho asswasin:-
tion of King Cavlos aml the Crown DPrince
is regnrded Dy the populace.

The correspondent of “The Standarl”
says that ithe work of the regicides is
generally considered {0 have been juslifi-
able, no real eiffort Laving been made to
discover the secomplices,

Gubscriptions nve, the rorrernnl]nnL
edds, bring raiscd for families of the car

' sBassing, and Republican tewspapers &

mand thé criminal proscention of King
Carios” equerry, who snblo.l one. of the
nssAssin. -
According to scme acchnnts the public
feel thot Senhor Franco was oo precip-
fete in abolishing sinecnres whelesale

" and in endenvourmn to dlude p:uhc.-. and

then ruls as dietntor,

The Lisbon correspandent of “The
asseris thet n plot
againat the Threnp was organised with
the t-eit. if not the nctive, eomnivance
of both Republicans and Monarhists, Yot
three days fater Seahor Franco, despite
the omirons complicity of the population,-
induced King Carles 1o sgree to the in-
itiation of what was practically . a Star
Chamber.  The assassinations followol
ln‘ﬂlEdlllPly

POSTAL EMPLDY EES’ WAGES

- PROPOSED INCREASES

The adopiion by the l‘ostnmstnr—b‘rhcr
al (Mr. Syuncy Buxton) of ihe recom-
mendations of 1he commiites presided
over by Mr. C. E.- Hubshouse to-inguive
into the wages of postal ufficials aml
Lheir eopditions of serviee will hnve the
elleet of adding hali o IllllllDll almhng to
the Eslimates. .

[The tute! number nf pur-nm t\m[ﬂu}'(‘ll
in the post offices of the Unitedi Kingilow
on- March 31, 1907, waes 198178, .0f whom.
B2,208 wrre op tle establiahment. The
ris¢ on the former figure would averigze
£2 11/- and oo thg lnll.ﬂ £6 pox, Jicad lmr
annum.]

BRITISH SEA SUPREMACY

'r_nn CRY FOR nt:-ljnnncmn:n_-r.

Mr. R. B. Halduna . (Sccrglary for
Wur), mldressing the London Chamber of.
Commerce, soid Lthat the great broad de-
fence of the nntien restod .on sen su-
premney. I we lost thal we would Lhave
lost the mainspring of gur defence.

The military power of Great Britan,
he added. was bused on her sen power, -
but let {hem listen 1o mone urging them
to do wilh a navy withiout an army. Tha
two scrvices must stand or fall Logetller-

*The Nation,” a Libera] weekly, cdijed
by Mr. . W. Massingham (formerly
oditor of the “Daily Chronicle™}, states
that if Mr. Haldane and Lond Tweed-
mouth (Firat Lord of the Admiralty)’
are ynable to keep the enst of 1he wrmy
and neiy within the bounds a demoerilia
House of Commnns wil] willlagly snine

‘gi\.re pl?qe ?’P olherm .




