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bours he sat there gazing out inta the
Mackness, and then sometimes wateh-
ing the ridiog light of his vessal am it
flickered upon the oily sea. All was
quict npon the schooner. The tired men
were sleeping, for they expected heavy
work on the morrow.

A low murmur came from the sea. It
seemed to come from some distant point,
apd rose and fell faintly. Then a fash
of lightning lit the inky dirkness Lo the
southeast. He waited to hear the fol-
lowing thuader, but none eame. Min-
utes afterward the murmur rose again.

In the auliry sir even his breathing op-
pressed him, and he tuined to fix his
limba in a more comfortable posture. He
sat easily now and waited. Over the
sea from the souteast came a low rush-
ing sound, the sound of a mighty wind,
and as he gazed towand it he felt the
first pufl in hia face. The noise of the
surf on the outside of the bank grew
louder. A spurt of sand whistled up
apgaingt the sieel side beneath him.
Then came a fiercer blast, and the starm
burst over the reef with a wild, swirl-
ing roar of wind and rain.

e stood up and faced it. If relleved
bis feelings, this fury of the elements,
and he seemed to be again upon his ship
at sea facing the hurricane of the West
Indies. The dry aand of the upper bank
etruck the sides of the wreck with great
force, and flying over it cut his face 30
that he could not mee any longer. is
mzade his way to the lee of the deck
house and looked out over the water to
see how his veasel stood the sirain, Tha
riding light was still showing in the
same place, but a Imint rattling told
plainly that both anchors were now on
the bottom, and that the mate, with the
Instinet of the true mailor, was giving
bem chain as fast as he could, with the
hope of holding on. How it blew! The
wind came in fierce gusts, rushing, iear.
ing over the lost ship,

The sails of the anchored schooner had
been lowered just after dark. He had
heard the creaking of the halyards,
There would be no great sea where she
lay, bui enough to test the strength of
the ground tackle she possessed. He
wished vaguely that he had gone
aboard. Tt was the place for him, upon
the deck of his ship.

He watched the riding light for some
minutes. It was jumping now with the

rise and fall of the schooner. It was &
desperate undertuking to row a small
bout out to her, but the struggle ap-
pealed to him strongly, Ile should have
gone aboard. e would go, and let him-
self down over the side of the wreck,
with no eoncern save for the safety of
the Bchouner and the crew aboard her.
If he failed to make her, it was of no
particular matter,

The amall boat was made fast on tha
shore, and he reached her easily. The
ears were in her, and she was all ready
%o row out, for the inside of the bank
was partly sheltered, and there was no
seq there yet. It would be a row across
the wind with it & little astern, and he
was a strong man. The wildness of thae
night seemed to stir something within

him, and The grasped = the oars
eagerly for the airuggle, He sent
the small boat's head out into

the night and across that burricane
awept reef with a feeling of something
akin te exhilaration. A blast of wind
flung a sea aver her, and the salt sea
flew in hia face, taking his breath for
fthe inetant; but he spat out the brine
and drove the boat ahead.

The riding light appeared to get near-
er. He was making good head-
way, although the water was Aying
over the boat and toesiag her about
like a eork. AH around and about him
the sea was white with a phosphores-
gent light from the bueaking neas;
but it failed to outline the huil of his
vespel, He headed for the riding light
and he must make it, or—

He turned hiz head now and again to
keep the course. The light did not
draw closer very fast, and he knew he
was rowing furiously, Then he noticed
that it drew more and more to lee-
ward. He was rowing with the wind
now well aft. He knew what it meant:
that his vessel was dragging her anchura
and that there was little or no hope
that he would board ber. She might

strike, or she might make the open
sea. The mate was an able geaman
and would get some canvas
on  her if he econld to try

to fight her off. Cut on the wild, storm
swept ocean there might be safcty. To
the leeward lay certain death,

He rowed now with imcreased vigour,
He would endeavour to get close enough
even though he

to hail her at least,
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coutd not boand her. Over the tops of
the breaking seas the small boat Fairly
Hew. Elhe was geinang upon the recediug
lizht. The captain turned his head and
siiw he was almost alongside.  He made
out the voives of the men culling to each
other a» they elose reefed the mainsail
He could hear the mate's onlers, howled
into a rhriek, sounding faiotly, but un-
intelliiible above the roar of the wind
and sea, He now made out the hull of
the vessel. He was close aboard. Then
the riding light went out.

He knew he had seen the ending; for
they had put the forestaysail on her and
were driving her ont to sea. He was so
cloae to her now that be stood up and
hailed,

“Keep her east southeast!” he roared
out,

A questioning hail came through the
nigrht, a wild, terrified ery.
*Keep her eant south

bye!” he answered,

“Aye, aye, sirl Good-bye, sir!” eame
the voice of the mate.

The Buccaneer fought her way out
that night. She lost her foresail and
half her other canvas before the finish;
but she went to sea safely,

"Three days later she came in and an-
chored near the wreck of the steamer.
The mate and two men went ashore and
searched the reef for signs of their Cap-
tain. The boat was gone, and so was
he. 'This Lold the story. Two hours
later they were tearving up the rusied
hulk of the Stella Polare, and they
carried tons of her to Key Weat in the
little schooner, with the mate in com-
atd.
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The Onion.

A famous epicure has said that the two
abasolutely indispensable things to a good
dinner, are oniong and truflles, and witk-
oput them the skill of the cook counts for
ngught, Several substiiutes have been
found for truflles, but as an uunrivalled
eggence for dishes that are prized be-
cause they yichl emjoyment on account
of their cunningly-eoneealed flavour, the
onion holila its cwn,

Of all the flayvouring substanees used in

in the Home can only be obtained by the most careful
which each article bears to the other.

covkery, the onion is secondary to aalt
only ns the meat valunble wljunet in
creating in a great vaviety of dicbes a
distinet palatablensss thnt makes ibe
foud valnable beeause it is velished, There
are «till benighteid and delwled sonls who
affirm that they detest the very nauma
*onion.” while the word * garlic” is un-
mentionable in Lheip society, Yet it in
fact thut the expert cook, Ly judicioua
use of the much despizerl members of Lhe
enion family, ean decvive the most wary
and pronounced hater, and win fyan him
unstinied praise on acrount of the tan-
talising flavour that eludes while it de-
lighta, The layman gives the name
“onion” to all plants belenging to this
bulbous growp. In oll English the leck
wns the type, while in more Southern
Euru[u-. where the pungent essence ls
mo:t hizhly prizedd, the gnrlic is the king
of the oniom tribe. Just how to get w
suapicion of onion and a shade of garlia
introduced into a ish is the stamp of
the expert cook. And many there will
he who fail, and thuas bring bad repute
upon a most useful and essential gift of
nature,

For Forty Years
It Has Stuod the Test.

It cured your grandfather's coughs
and colds; it cured your Ffathers
coughs and colds; it will cure your
coughs and colds and those of yeur

BouNGTON

RISH MOSS

is the Standard Remudy for coughs
und cnlds. Insist on getting BOXN-
NINGTON'S 1IRISH MOsSs.
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Consequently, those who contemplate house furnishing will be well

advised to place the entire matter in the hands of an experienced firm.

Such a course not only ensures an artistic homogeneity throughout the

Home, but saves time, trouble, and the chance of
including what is inappropriate.
to demonstrate to you how you can, with a given
expenditure, obtain the best results.
trated Furniture Sheets free on application,
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Cabinetmakers, Upholsterers,

We shall be pleased
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Complete House Furnishers, and Removal Contractors, AUCKLAND.
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