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BOMETIMES wonder.” bigan a

man prominent i inmsurance cir-

cles, “whether our system of insur-

ing agninst loss by Are makes

people more tareless in the matter

of taking precautions, ¥ have
known business places where ho inaur-
ance had been effected, either because
the companios had refused the risks or
because the rates gquoled were deemed
too high. - In all these casen the risk of
fire was far sbove the average, and yet
a fire very seldom occurred. The peopls
took exceplional precautions, and spent
Iarge sums of money on the fatest and
mosé up-to-date fire exfingnishing appa-
ratuz, They also kept a vigilant and
alert army of watchmen, and had the
moat rigidly enforced rulea againat care-
lessness in the ure of fire. All the em-
ployees were well drilled in the usea of
the extinguiabers, sand knew exactly what
to do and where to go in case of an out-
break. Also, the apparatus was fre-
quently tested to make sure it waa in
good working order. But in firms that
ars heavily insured things are often very
different, The appliances are old and
out of date, and frequently they refuse to
work when wanted. Then those employ-
ed on the place ara careless and often
quite ignorant of how to use a fire ex-
tinguisher. If the risk is pointed out
a man will often say that it doesn’t mat.
ter much as he is well insured. OF course,
we always malke the most careful enquir-
iea before accepling a big risk, and wa
profecl ourselves as rouch as possible by
re-insuranee. but we cannot proiect our-
&elves against doliberate careleasness, or
even i carele Our
losses in New Zealand lately have been
immense, and if prople want their rates
kept dowm they must help us by doing
all they can t6 ounimise the riek of
fire.”
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“What you say is I fear only too true”
answered a prominent buginess mamn.
“People are naturaily more careful when
carelesaness involves the risk of a heavy
loss to themselves. Take the case of
these bush fires. Moat of them are due
to carelesaness on the part of people who
bave no interest in the preservation of
our bush. A match is carelesaly dropped,
or a fire lit, and the mparka allowed to
blow about. and in & few hours half the
couniryside is ablaze, The destruction
of such large areas of foreat is bound to
put up the price of Ltimber, and ihe whola
community will suffer for the almoat
eriminal carelessness of the individual.
‘Apart from this, think of the immense
deatruction of natural scenery and the
riske Lo settlers of theae large fires. Any-
one proved to have atarted o bush firs
should be sent to gaol without the op-
tion of a flne™
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[ know a chap,” said & country mem-
ber, “who had just bought a place with
& beautiful piece of standing bush. Ha
had selectod & spot mear it for his house
that he might enjoy the sight of it. He
had got his housa nearly finished when
the whole bush waa set on fire one Sun-
day morning whilst ha way away. Now
he has Lo look out on the charred remaina
and his view is quite spoilt. e says he
would soomer lave lost two hundred

unde. Luckily, he saved hin houss and

ia vinem. He ia going in largely for
grapes, I heliave, in spite of the threaten.
ed nnportations from Australia, 1 wa¥
mtking him how theae would affeet him,
and he did not think it would make any
diffarence. He grows outdcor grapes,
and he reckoned he conld sell them ma
low na 0d & pound and still get & good
profit, Ho sald it cost 3¢ a pound to gek
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Australian grapes 0 market, and he con-
sidered that ought to be sufficient pro-
tection for any man. He thought too
much coddling of any industry was a bad
thing. Like insuranmce, it made peopls
carelean and disinclined to use their besk
efforts,
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“The occupation of the farmer now-
adays calla for thought and effort,” re-
marked an auctioneer. “We can alwaya
soll good linen 2t a high figure. tl is the
rubbish that won’t sell. Lots of people
think they can ga into fruit farming
withont the alightest experience, and
they won’t take the troubls to learm
anything. They neglect their trees, they
apend next to nothing on manures, they
naver study the acience of the thing at
all, They just shove a tree into the
ground, and, to use their own expresaion,
they Jet it vip. Then they never trouble
io pack their atufl property. Good, bad,
and indifferent all go info the snme case.
The consequence ia that no customer
will bid more than a nominal price for
such gtuff, znd the grower turns round
and abuses the auctioneer, and talks of
rings and combinations, ard all that soré
of tommy-rot. As if it wasn't to our
interest to get the best price possible-for
our clients, seeing that our commission
depends wpon it .

Now, I have one “client,” he went on,
“who is a perfect pattern in the way he
sends his fruit to market. - In the firat
place, he is an expert grower. He thor-
that there is as
mueh acienca and akill required to grow
fruit properly as there ia to run 2 ateam
engine. He studies all the farmera®
papera for the latest ideas and varieties,
and he is not above learning from athers.
ila told me that each year his bill for
manures exceedod the price he had origi-
nally pail for his land, and he reckoued
it waa money well invested. He grades
all his fruit most carefully, and [ cam
always depend on every case being up to’
sample, The peaches in the two highest
grades are packed in two layers of 35
ench, and for the case. of 70 1 have oftem
peen bida of 8/6 and §/6 a case. Ovca-
sionally he hea got a8 much 28 half-a-
crown a dozen for picked fruit. The
last chequa I ment him for an average
copsignment’ was over £50. And this
man started, I belisve, with little olse
except brains and a willingness to work
and to learn. But, mind you, eny kind
of farming nowadays wanta brains and
intelligence, The day of doing things
just because our grandparents did them
ia gome for ever, for those who hape to
aucceed at all. The farmer, lik=> cvery-
one else, must move with the time"”
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“l think the New Zealand Tirmer in
far more progressive than his compatriot
st Home,” put in the parson. “Wo make
a preat mistaka in thinking that our
country people are lacking in intelli-
gence. I believa a great many of them
are far shrewder than most of our city
chaps. They read a lot, for one thing.
You would be surprised at the immense
variety of haoks of all sorta that some
of theso fellows have been through, and
good books, too—not mercly trashy
novels. They take a great interest in
politica, even foreign politics, and they
can often remember a great deal more
than you ean about what they have
read. Country children labour under im-
mense disadvantages in the matler of
education owing to the difficulty in ob-
isining & good tescher for 5 small achaol,
and yet thay very oftca do ms well or
hetter than our city youngaters. 1 know
a girl f rom _quite & smal school away
back who haa fusé got & scholarship of
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£40, and passed seventh in the whole

colony. I grant you that the English
country yokel is still a bit of a bump-
kin, but yon seldom meel hia type out
here. I fancy the fact that people most-
1y own their own places has a good deal
fo do with fostering a spirit of inde-
pendence, and that in itself leads to-
warda a higher level of thought and in-
telligence. In apite of the derivation of
the word from “pagus—a village,” [
believe there are more pagans in our
citiea than in our country places.”

Stamp Collecting.

Two new values are reported in stamps
of the Malay Statea, 5 cent, green and
red om yellow, atd 20 cent, lilac and
black.
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One result of the expediton of the Nim-
vod to the South Pole will be o wui éwrt of
philatelic treasures in the shape of New
Zeafand stamps overprinted King LKd-
ward VIL's Land in small type. Already
several letters have heen received from
the Nimred. They Iwar the ordinmary
penny stamp of New Zealand overprinted
ad stated nbove, and the cancellation
mark on some hears the date of January
16th, ’08.and the worda “British Antare-
tia.” QReferring to this expedition, the
Dunedin “ Star ” also has the following:
= Plulatelists who posted letiers to Ant-
arctia in the hope of receiving 2 stamp
from the King Edwnrd VII. Lond Post
Office will be interealed to hear that one
young lady haa received a Britsh Aunstra-
lian Expedilion stamp. The letier waa
posted on the Nimred and taken to Lyt-
telion. by the Koonya. The date stamp
iz of an ovsl shape, containing the in-
seription: “ British Antarctic IZxpediton,
1907, Jan. 14, 1908, 8.Y. Nimrol.” he
official slamp is a cirrular one, in which
is contained the following:—* Kmz ld-
ward VIL Land.” : .
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At the 1%th anmnal cenference of Ger-
man philatelista, held in Hamburg fast
yeir, stampa to the value of £7500 were
aold on one day., Delegates were present
irom 52 aocteties, represcnting 04892 mem.
bera. Thia year the conferenre will be
held at Gossnitz, Saxe-Altenburg.

The 3d green stamp of Gold Coasl is
pow appearing in one celour on ordin-
ary paper, well glazed.

A change in colour is reporied in Lhe
4 mil stawmp of the Soudan. The camel
and its ruler are in red, and the frume
of the stamp in brown.

A nmet of reven plain postuge due
atamps has been issued in the Trans-
vaal. The wvalues and colours are as
follows:—3d black and green, ld black
and red, 2d orange buff, 3d black and
light blue, 54 black and viclet, 6d black
and bLrown, and 1/- red and black.
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A new aet of atamps lhar appeared in
Peru. Amongst the designs are ihe
Lama, portrait of Admiral Grap, Exhi-
bition Palace, Post Ottice, 8chool of Medi-
cinp, and Hippodrome of St. Leatrice,
an well as & number of pictures of
statuea. The values are ar followa:—
Un Ceniavo, in red on 12¢ blue; Dos
Conlavos, in mauve and Mue; le, Liack
and green, 28 x 32 win; 2¢, manve and
red. 20 x 52 mm; d¢, olive green, 25 x 15
mm; G¢, hiack and derp hlue, 26 x 32
mm; 10c, black and purpls, 30 x 25 mmg
20¢, binck and dark groen, 30 x 2% mmy
50c¢, all black, 38 x 25x mm; and 1 sol,
green arnd mauve, 36 x 27,
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A 1) cent stamp s reporied from '
China, supe design as L 20 ceul,

The fllowing intere<ting parngraph is
from a narticle by " Uncle ‘lom ™ in
“Gilbons' Weekly,” regnading the Bar-
bador Relief Fund stampy, issued short.
Iy after the earthrake at wica: —

In 1773 there was furmwed in Vuris a
sociely which was named * IMhilnteles,”
or Neekers of Trulh. The Philstelists

of to-day still seek after trulh in one
sense, for Lthey try to secure true stampa
issued for pustal usc.

“What is Jamaicg like? askod Queen
Tazbella of Spain, and Colnmbus answer.
ed by taking a sheet of paper, erumpl-
g # up in hic hands, thea sprending
it ont sgain—al creased imto hills and
valleys. “That. -my Sovereign, ia Ja-
maica,” he replied. it is & “erampled”
island, all hilla and dales, peaks and
gotges, fissures and precipices, with
streams, waterfalls, cascadea, rivers and
mineral springs. nll throogh its cxtenk
of fifty by one humdred and Sty miles.
The harbour of Kiugstom clrims to be
the sixth finest in the world. There
was an earthquake in 1682, when the
town of Port Royal slipped bodily into
the sea, and today. when the water is
clear, masses of masonry may be scen
in the aea-bed—the relics of ithe older
town on the site of which Kingston now
slandzs. Under the red buoy that lies at
the entrance to the harbour are the re-
maind of the charch that slid into the
sea two eenturics npo. On the 14th
of January, 1907, o meeting was in pro-
gress in Kingsien. aml distingueished
persons. were present: lhe Governer, am
Archbishop, three M.P.'s {one of whom
was Mr. Henniker Heaton). and several
lords, ladies, and people of title. A
paper was being read on “Sugnr Grow-
ing,” when suddenly Lhe floor of the
teom rose up, the walls cracked and
Gent, the roof fell in patches, the as-
zembly was blipded with dust, and the
president wai thrown out of his chair.

Referring to the stunps, the writer
adda: “The Relief Fund stamps were
oniy one of the many chunnels immedi-
ately opened to supply reli Thz idea
would naturally occur to a postmaster
that possibly cven sinmps might belp.
Every possible method of rendering na-
sistance wns thoaght of, aid ths issuing
ef these rurcharge] statips wus ong of
ithe results. Half the procoeds weni to
the fund, and the rcollector wha por-
chasen his copy is indirectly o conleilu-
tor.”

BILIOUSNESS AND INSOMNIA,

BILE BEANS CITRE WHERE MANY
TREATMENTS FAIL.

“Being n great suffercr from Tulioua.
nesa aml insomn writes Mra. M.
RBurnett, of 67 Dovcker-sireet, ftichmond,
Vie,, *1 waa recommended by n friend
to try Bile Beans, she lLervsclf having
derived great henefle from thew.  Al-
though I had tried ali kinda of so called
remedies without deriving any relief,
I decided to follow my friend's advice,
and purchased a box of the Bepas.
Worda cannot cxpress how Lhankiui 1
am for the relief I derived from the
first few dores. and alter nnadergoing =
eourse to Lhe extent of four boxes I
found mysell completely enred. Since
then T have not had o bitious atinek,
feel perfectly well, and am able to
relish my meals—a thing I was previona.
iy incapable of.”

Noie that after all else fuiled, Tile
Beana curcd Mrs, Burneit wilh signal
puccess, Composed of Nature's own
vegetable Toots and herbs, Hile Rrans
are the world'a most raeeesaful remedy
for biliousness, indigestion, headaches,
constipation, piles, debility, female ail-
menis, bad bicod and brewth, and all
disorders of the functions of the liver,
dtomach or digestive orgaue. Of all
medicine vendors, at 1/13 per box, or
2/0 family size,
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fladgie: You don't saerm  to lhave
made & very snlisfaclory impresaion om
Borem. Cleverley: 1 tricd very hard
to do an.  (Naddic: Well, he told me
you didn't impress him ss a n he
wonll care to associaio with v e
Cleverley: Fine hat's vory walisfaes
tory.  TU%a the very impaessioa | wanted
to make.




