TOPICS OF THE. DAY. -
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LONDON, January 3.
" DOING A BEAT."

Every event of absorbing publie inter-
est produces ils own striking piece of
journulistic ingenuity to overcome dis-
tance and get an advantage over rivals.
The Druce exhumution was no exeeption
to tite gunoral vule, aud the ingenious at-
tempt of the Press Association to get the
best of the Central News deserves re-
enrd in the chapter of journalistic *heat”
devices,  The privileged representatives
of these two  great news-distributing
ageavies cwerged from the exhumation
enclosure  arm-inarm  in  order that
neither might bhave an unfair advantage,
anild walked together to the superintend-
ent's office, where, by official pre-arrange-
ment, they could telephone simultaneous-
ly the news of Lhe contents of the coffin.
Rut as he vmerged from the shed chat-
ting amiably with his rival the P, A.
repurter took from his pocket a small
red “handkerchicf and casvally blew his
nose. It was a simple act, but it con-
veyed from Highgate to Fleet-street in
a few scconds the news that a body had
beent fonnd in the cofin. The signal
was, of course, pre-arranged, and all was
in readiness to net wpon it.  The red
kerchicf was no sooner’ produced than
from n house arar by = red flag waved,
aml unother Auttered from a roof a few
hundred yards away, A quarter of a
mile further from the cemeiery a man
arniedd with field glasses caught sight of
the seeond flag, and dropping hia glaseos
he signalled to a collengue whe had been
waiting for a couple of hours ut the fele-
phone near by. By the time the two
reporters had reacled the cemetery
superintenident’s telephone office the news
of the discovery was in Fleet-street, and
ihc F. A. had achieved its “beat.”” But
the Central News must also have bad
some sceret method of signalling the
news, for the P, A. teport unly arrived
& few seconds in front of the rival or-
ganisstion's at the various ' newspaper
oftices. .
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. WEST END CLURBS.

Maost of the buildings froating on Pie-
eadilly between Hyde Park cormer and
Devonshire House are clubs. 1 you
drive by on the top of a penny “bus you
cau have the supreme privilege of looking
in throurh the winduws of these gloomy
tunrics of the well-to-do, aml you can
always tell n club by the melancholy
looking gentlemen who sit by the win-
dows reading the “Times™ or the “Specta-
tor.” Nu member is ever to be seen talk-
ing to another membzr. The silence
which s over these dignified retreats
of the well-tn<lo is sacred. To purchase
the right of eniry into the solibude of o
Londen club is a somewhat costly busi-
ness. Major Arthur riffiths gives some
interesting particulars in his latest book,
entitled “Clul nd Clebmen,” which haa
just been published. Fees for admission
te Wesi Erd Clubs  range  hetween
tweuty and forty puineas or pounds, and
the snbiceriptions may be seven, eight,
ten, or even twelve puineas per anoum.
The best anilitary clubs mestly charre
the lighest price. The entrance js £40
to e Acmy aml Xavy and to the Junior
Tnited Serviee. It is forty guineas in
Naval and Military. None of the
great pelitical and wocial clubs, except
the Curlton, with £40, impase so high
an cotvances fee. At the Junior Carlton
it in thirly-five guineas; at Brooke™s, the
Turf. t Traseller Athenurum, and
Arthur’ is thicty paineas, the Garrick
twientv-one, il ar White's ninctern.
The average gnlary prid by elubs for a
ehel d4 maild to Le betwern -£200 and
LMK 0 yenr

e elub for o lebritios is atill the
Athenaesan, It has been ealeuluted that
sixty-nine members of the Athenacum
kave heea Wiried in Westminster Abbey
mial thirty-two in St Paul's, The pre-
doninnes of Lishiops still obtaing in =&
measure at the Athenaerum, but they are

not o mimerons as when the ¢lub was

atyled Bishopsgate. Kinglike, the hin-
tovian, hiyedl almost  entirely at  the
Athenorum, growing, as  time passed,
more infirm and deof.
to sy, “When ! otalked to him everyhody
tn the room heard, exeept Kinglaike
The Athciveum was not calted a *“dining

Tlamley wos heard
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elub”™ by its moat fastidicus membhers,
but “& place where one can dine.” [t is
told of a former librarian there that
&omeone asked him, “la Justin Martyr
in?” and that tke prompt reply was, “1
do noi think the gentleman is & member
of the elub, but L wili see.”

One of the original members of the
Gartick was the Rev. Richard Barham,
of “Ingeldsby Legends” fame; and Thack-
erny was a sort of social despot in the
club, who dominated the talk of the
smoking-room and made or marred the
prospects of new - members. There was
one whose odd figure and peeuliar face
lent themselves zo much te caricature
that Thackerny was for ever sketching
them on every piece of blotting-pad and
stray scrap of paper, and leaving the
drawings about the club. Theodore Hook
was fond of the Qarrick, and there wag a
member of the club who predicted the
advent of the Millennium at the emd af
thres yeare. *“AN right,” eried Hook,
“give me a £35 note now, and I will pay
You £50 ai the Millennium.”

Public gambling, Major Grifliths tells
us, is  strictly excluded {from maodern
elubs, and aithough considerable sums
may be won and lost in & few of the
most Teckless, it must be in the legiti-
mate way af games of skill, not chance.
No form of harzard is tolerated. “I'he
rattle of the diee is never heard, except in
matler-of-fact, respectable backgammon.
Bets may be freely exchanged, but with
no extravagani odds. The old-fashioned
games are only permitted — cribbnge,
picquet, ccarte, whist, and bridgze, Pilay
prevails to a greater extent at the Baclte-
lor’s Club, at the cormer of Piceadilly
and Park-lane, and “debts of honour,” we
are told. “are gettled weekly on every
Mondax.’”
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“THE HOUSE.”

The new two-act play produced at the
Court Theatre on Tuesday last is a
clever satire on the present day pamper-
ing of paupers disclosed by recent offi-
cial investigations into the management-
of some of our great metropolitan work-
houses. ““The House,” as_ the play is
aptly named, is “a bit of a sell™ In
the first act we find ourselves moved
to tears by a tragedy of the genuine un-
employed. They nre the ecarter, his
danghter the factory hand, his wife, and
his wife's old father. For two days the
carter, his wife, and daughter have had
nothing to eat, and the old wan has onky
eaten such crusts as they could give
him beeauve they swore to him that it
was share and share alike. Now they
can endure no longer. They have come
down from three rooms to ome, from
bads to sacking. There is hardly any
furniture left, no food even for the old
man, no firing, and no hope. There is
only one thing left to pawn, the Indian
medal for which the earter’s father bled;
and anly ene place left for the old
wan—“the *Quse.” He must go, hut it
is horrible degradation to them. “There
hae never been a pauper l our family,”
hoth sides reiterate; but it maust be
done. and after a long discussion the
decision is broken to old Mudsey by hia
grand-daughter. He has been terrilly
upset already by missing the medal;
the final Mow seema almost ta break
his heart. But with the self-sacrificing
spirit which matks anll the family he
proudly shouldera hin disgrace. Not be-
cause he will be fed and warmed there,
but. beeapse there will be one less mouth
to feed at lLome, he gnea out, alone,
to the workhouse, leaving ua all fecling
harribkby uncomfortable, ro vivid is the
reality ‘of the picture prescoted. and
full of admirntion for the splendid
suilitien rhown by the hapless quartet.
The curtain falls whilst the spsctators
reok to swallow ths lnmps that will rise
tn their throats, and make resolves to do
all that may be in their pewer to amelinr-
ate the lot of those who like the earter
and his family have been Lroupght to
atagvalion’s. door through no . fault’ of
their own - - -t

The “sell" comer when the curtuin
Tises again, aml tragedy is turned into
comedy. In the firet act we are moved
Lo tears, in the second cynical laughter
rules tlas roost. The room is the aamne,
but’ 'the._r'fumiture ia iliere gow. .Tie
medsl s cih s {rame again over the
mantlopdece; there are winkien and other
“rolikheg™ on the table, and blcaters

- sooking: on- the fre.
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Mrs. Creek bas'm |

new dress, Joe Creck, tha earter, b
shaved, and Mildred Creek has pink
plump cheekns "and i quite a different
girl. They have got work; the graund-
father in coming bome. He comes, no
lonper pinched and pale, bul rosy and
uleek—and utterly demoralised.  The
ataira have put him out of breath; there
is u 1ift ot “our place.” e finds the
ropm whabby and cold, and turne up
hia nose at tho “relishes” 'They do
much better at the “Ratepayer’s Home.”
Nep, he ir not tired because he has walk-
ed; he came in 2 ’bus, ond he explaina
how you trick your fare out of a kind
Indy or gentleman., The fine old soldier
we aaw In the firat act has come back a
cadying, eringing pauper, full of aly
tricks and leery hurmour, and speciours
argument to prove that to live on the
fut of the land in the louss is mot
to accept charity; it is only to get your
own rates and taxes back agam. Fin-
ally, the suthor phows him persunding
the able-hodied carter and his able-
bodied wife and daughter to give up
work and come and join him in the
luxurious ease of “the 'Ouse’”

Mr. Albert Chevalier’s aeting as the
old man iz as finished and as econvincing
a8 possible, while the other parts are
admirably filled, .
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BONGS WITHOUT MUSIC.

It mnst be e relief to & musician to let
himself go occasionally on the subject of
current musical trash, Dr. Bawyer, of
Brighton, let himself go in gnod earnest
at the Musicians’ Conference this week,
and lis denunciation of Lhe rubbish that
is published in vast quantities and sold
ag drawing-reom songs and ballads and
musical comedies makes very healthy and
stimulating reading. I am afraid Dr.
Sawyer is only a voice erying in the
witderness of Philistia, but his words
may bLring some sinner to repentence.
You never can tell.  “Reama of rankest
rubbish” come from the music-pubfishers.
“Why is it writlen? Why is it pub-
lished?” demanded the angry doctor. Yet
the answer is gimple enough. Rubbish
is published se long as rubbish finds &
market. Educale the girls of the fam-
ily to appreciate the pongs of Brahms,
TFehaikovsky and Schubert, and they will
then awake to the sad fact that moat of
the “drawing-room” songe they delight
in at present are the sickliest nonsense.
Dr. Bawyer deseribed these songs by an
apt analogy. There was, he said, an
Irish mulkman of the name of Simpson,
who was prosccuted for not. putting
encugh wnilk in the water. The com-
posers of musical trash might similarly
be prosecuted for mot puiting enough
musie in il; they eould enll it “Simpson-
inn music,” While a huge amount of
trash waa brought out for pmne and
for orgam, yet it was in the form of
rongs that the greatest bhulk of {eeble
twaddle was published. What could
they de? Life was too shorl lo wasle
their time looking through thiz rubbish
heap. Was it not possible to get a
small commitltee of some of the experts
of the society to whom members might
send any really good music they diseov-
ered? And 3f it met with the com-
mitiee’s approval a list of such musie
might appear from time to itime in their
journal. N

Still speaking of voeal wmusic, Dr.
sawyar animadveried on "the miserabls
way in which go-called artists hire them-
aclves oul to the unacrupulous publisher
to go round the country, and-by con-
stantly singing vile rubbish draw the at-
tention of an igmerant public to this
twaddle, and so force up ils sale.
Though there is no criminal law to touch
this debasing of our musie, yet morally,
cvery singer who thus eells Limself to
manudon for the sake of the guinea or
two he geta for cavh time he or #he sings
the mizerable twaddle, or for the sake o
earlt twopenny or threepenny - royalty
puid for every copy sold by his or her
i ng and naine, st singer should be
bromled as a disgrace o his art.”

Mlitl, there is a bright side even to
this depressing  picture,  During  the
pust ten years there has been a great
wwnkening in English music, and a body
of young composera has arisen which,
while including mo grent writer of the
firnt. vank, centains & host of serious,
earnest writers, imbued with ideas and
views, from whom much may be hoped in
the future. - Tr. Sawycr sayn they may
fearlewnly place their English eomposl-

: tions of to-day mlongside the present-day

.

compnsitions of any other country, and
things have never iocoksd se favourabls

" a4 at this moment for the formation of

& teal Englieh school of composers. Bub

- all the while.
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it is difficult for the young composer tg
get a hearing, and the public comtinues te
want the old, old sentimental rubbisk—
30 there you are!

ANOTHER KIDNEY ,
- - . VICTIM CURED,

Auvckland Man owes Good Health
to Dr. Willlams® Pink Pills.

Im bed for a fortnight in great
-g”o'ny—u'nabla to work for twe
months. Thonght he was novew
going to got better,

"Ahout three years ago Y was lald wp
with a bad attnck of kidney trouble,” sald
Mr Kenneth Edney, 58 Howe-atreet, Auck-
land. “*The pain pretty well doubled me
up., It wne a sharp sgtabhbing ache, and
every time I stooped or got up suddenly it
caugzht me; sometimes 1 thooght my back
‘was breaxlng. It woe a khocking pain, and
used to munke the gweat roll down my facce,
For a forinight T was in bed and ln agouy
When 1 got wp 1 was terrl-
bly weak—I never realised how weak I wons
untll [ got out of Led, for when 1 stood up
1 went down on the flour. For two rhoutha
1 wons wnable to go to work. When 1 did
wnonge io gel along to the works 1 wae In
ogony all dry. I had no appetlte. Often
aid ofter 1 sat down to the tuble and had
to get up without touching o thitog. T got
terribly low spirited and depressed. . My
eyesiglt became affected. I got very shaky
on it, and my hands trembled 8 gond WL
In Nfting up a cup of tea I often spilt some
of it. The leasi little excltemeut used to
etart my henrt thsmping aud nearly take
my breath away. Often In the uight the
pulpiintlon came on, and 1 had to alt up in
Fed tn rel my wearh, 1 eould ot xleep
well at night oo mecount of 1t . 1t 18 a bit
off to He awake at night and hear the
church clocks siriking the Bour, and them
pevhnps drop off 1o slecp sbinue five o' clovk
when it was time {o think of getting np.
Wiaen I got up I felt more koncked ont
than when 1 went to bed. 1 bégan to look
old, and stoeped in & shocking maouer when
1 walked. I can quite wnderatand people
putting am end to.themselves when their
health §s bad. My s¥In itched with a hot
prickly hent, and my ¥oce often flushéd up,
and then I got ps.coll as lee. Oceaslonally
1 had olight sweats, and all the cloithes wera
quite wet, an@ 1 had to have a towel tg
dry myeelf.” I was real bad, aod thought
that I wns booked ror an early journey from
this world, Well, mother had been malng
Dr. WHllams' Pink Pllls tor my sister, so
@seeing they cured kidvey trouble I began
taking tkem. For a mouth they did not
svemr Lo do me any good, bot after that
every dose put new life Into we. 1 beean
ip iuke n plensure in Wy meals, and could
ent more thaw 1 had for R long time, I
could go to bed and drop off to Alcep and

wake ap fresk in the woraing. As 1 kept
on fuking them T grew atronger. Gradoally
the pains In my back eased up. It took

tnenty boxer of Dr. Wiiliams' Yink Pills to
cure wme, bot they did it properly. My
featth is plmply grand now. I am always
urging pecple to take the mediclpe that
cured e, It gives me the greatest plea-
Bure to miake this statement.” D

Drr. Williowa' Pink Pills by making oew
blood sirike siraieht At the cause of all
blood diseades such B3 rixcumatism, Iua-
bago, backache, kiduey trouble, [iver cow-
plaint, indigestion, bilivusuess, deblllty,
acaciuizs aud spinal  wenkness. Eot, of
course, you musl Ue sure to get the genus
lne Dy, Williams' Fiok Tills for Iale People.
They're nlwigs in  Dboxes — wmever In
Lottlen. Tdon't be chenied with any Chenp
substitute. You con slwnys get Lhe geou-
ine frem the Dr. WHllomw' Medicine Co.,
Wellington, 3/ B Lox, six boxes 16/8, posi-
age poid. .

There are five Twndred wnys of cur-
ing & cold. Some of the drug store cures
offer to do the job in one day. The
most  cominon remedies wre -quinine,
aconite, calomel, whisky, Dover's powd-
ers, nnd hot lemonade.
some of them at leust, may be service-
able if judicionsly used. If one keepa up
good eliminalion frem every source colds
will seldom oceur. This suggests some-
thing in the way of proper trestmnent,.
To “feed a ¢old” is ill-advised.
ing a cold, too, the vast-motor aystem
needs a goud shaking uap.

These remecdies, - .

In trent.:

‘Nothing doea :

this betler than the cold .bath.  If you ;.

have a patient who really can’t afford .

the luzury of a cold more than.a day,

or so, here is the way to cure him: .

Keep him in o comfortabls rcom whers

A
'

"

the temperatura s unvarying,  Retteg .
atill, if you ¢an keep him in b“d‘"ﬁ““ "



