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THE NEW SOCIALISM.

BY ROBT. HALL-BAKEWELL,

It is evilent to anvoune who can read
the migus of the tines that one of those
crazes that peviudically altack the Eng-
lish people is just commencing. The work-
ing classes, an Lhey are generally but -
luupcrly called, nre to raise the red flag,
properky to e attucked in every quar-
ter, the “State™ ia to be the only em-
ployer of “labour,” alk Lded property
is to lwe nationalised, and all other prop-
erly to be peria Iy dividod suas to be
epunlly disivibuted.  Naturally, a Repub-
lie will e eatablishied, aud the most snob-
bishe worshippers of nristocrney and titles
in the world will afl become *citizens”
or “ritzensessen,” like the men and women
of 1l fiest Frenel Republic,

Now, nll this nonse would be simply
amusing if it did nat toe some extent jus-
tify itseli by producing sonie of the
etlects that it prophesies. Human nature,
a8 the dewoerats of the French Repullhie
Jound to their cost, when they obtained
pelitical suprewacy, remains much the
same under e pelitical regime; tha
strongest men in mind and Iknly, sae-
how or other, get the upper huand, and
rule; the we - have 1o submit; nols
assemble and are dispersed by o ecavalry
clutrge or a rille volley, ar by the mitrailie
af artillery, thousands are killed, and
“order” ix rvestored, after the loss of
property that cannnt be eslimated, and
of life, that if known, is, for prudential
reasons, niver published. No one, to
this day, knows the loss of life and prop-
erty caused by the insurrection of the
Commune of aris, or hy the slanghter
following the coup d'etat of Napoleon
I1L.. or by Lhe inswrrection in June, 1543,
or the Revolution of  February, 1848,
The mnuber of men kilied in sauppreasing
the Indian Mutiny far surpassed the Josy
of life in any war of muedern times, but
the numlbers, if known, nre never evea

vaguely entioned,

The Ulopias dreammed of by the most
pincere awd single-minded  of  twentietl
century Socialisis are so contrary to all
wo-know of humar natare, that they may
be simply laughed at as absurd,  The
paid advocates of Lthe capitalist class are
contenl with vefuting iheir alsurdilies,
and wholly neglecting the condilions that
really oxist, and which alone give any
foree te the Secalist argument,

1t is abundantly clear that the ph\al-
cally strong men of tixed and resolute
will, selfish, bul wot unwisely selfish,
capible of self-restraint, foreseeing a
little of the future, and eapable of self-
deniul, when seif-denial will answer hia
purpo~e—it is clear to every stinlent of

hunian nature, that such a man will at- -

Laan relative weallth and power. e will
govern wenker men mentally, he will by
Lin al prowess, suldue  weaker
by, bBe will hy lis achicve-
ments, by i wealth he gathe and by
1lie excrvive of  superior will power,
gather round hime a band of adlierents
whose fortuwnes will be hound up with
Lix, whe will carry out his views, and
obey lis orvders fnplicatly, Suach o man
we lm\e seen iR our

rlirio Diaz, the Diectator of
. wio has raised Ids country from
lnmg a hyv-wurd for corruption, mili-
tary despotism,  anarchy, tenpered Ly
prriods of despotic misrule,  intn the
buest governed and most trnly progreasive
couniry i the worhl.  But if anyone in
0 were to sttt to investigate all
story of those days during whick
frie Dinz waa tighting fiis way to
supreme Jroower, methinks he would very
soon il it exprlient to leave Mexicn.

There are wome (hings littke children must

nat sk ahond,

Now. wiat the cupitalist class either
fpnores, or does nol sufliciently estimate,
ix the vhornmous diference in the outfook
of prersona wha, as louyg as anyihing shorg
of iy sarvives, are possessod of sur
ficient prajeerty to intain them in eoin-
fort, withoul depending on their own ex-
ertions fur i livehhood, and of those whose
whale ene
ponah exo

ioits, il st eewse at onceo
i sivkpess or aecident or olld nge |n:-u-:|l~1

themn frow working,

Thisn is (he fate of 1lhe Zimmense ma- -

Jority af wrakaal.

any perisul of their
po~spsiicl of & g of 0
cipitvitlent propegty ) that wounld
sulliced Lo provide them with food, cloth.
i and lodeing, sven for one year, Thew
mever jiud the chance thal such & sum

"Fhey never woere at
lives, for une duy,

vwn day arike in -

s dlepends on their own per-

vy (or of .

haye -
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would have given them, of commencing
pome wmall business, ihat carried on by
themselven and their families might hft
ihem up ahove the position of duily wapge-
earners, Of such people all, except a few
of the highest-paid mechanics and skilled
artifierrs, are the whole of the wage-earn-
ers in Gireat Britain.  And wnore lament-
able even than their position is that of a
large minority whose wages are so small,
or g0 precarious {depending on weather,
fashion, the fluctuations of trade}, that
they cunnot provide even the barest ne-
cewsaries of life at times, and have to
Fesort to charily or poor law relief.
Besides these, who may be snid to have
legitimate grounds for complaint ngainst
ilte present social order and whe cer-
tainly have no interest in mmintaining
it, we lhave an important lower mididle
class, eomprising professicnal men, law-
yers, doctors, school teachers, clerks, fore-
men in large lLusinesses, whose incomes
are so small, and often o fluctuating or
uncertain, that they ean barely Leep up a
respectable appearance, are constantly in
the pinel of poverty, are Hable, without
the utmost frugality, to run into debt,
and are very nearly as dependent on the
sirengih, health, and skill of the head of
the family, as i3 the earpenter or the
bricklayer. This class, to which for the
greater part of my life, I Lelonged, have
ne reasan to upheld the present social
system. 1 have aften said that [ would
not lift a finmer, -if to tift that finmer
would aave the whole of the present so-
cial and peliticnl system from total ruin
and anarchy.” But neither would T have

- helped to desirvoy it, for T have read his-

tory, and lived through periods which
now belong to hiatory, and I know the
frightful misery the revelution would en-
toil. Dut it is from the class to which
1 belong, the educated middle class, that
the dangerous element of these revolu-
tionary movemenls will proceed. Here
and there, as in the case of Mirabeau, er
Barras, n member of the old aristecracy
may take the lead for the time, but by

“far the minjority have belonged to the

middle c¢lass, Those who have sprmg
from Lhie wage-enrncers have always had

- some advantage cither of education or

patronage which las given them that
first step which, in s0 miany cn-,(-:., 15 all
that they require.

I do net reealt a single cave in which
any conspicuous leader in revolutionary
movenents has emerged trom the lowest

rank, These peaple are satisfied for the
time if they get good  food,
" elothing and . warmth,

Where the danger to the capitalist lies
is in the extveme prabability ihat the
Secinlist leaders will make use of their
thearies, and their voiing power to ex-
tort concessions in the way ef shorter
howrs, ligher wnges and restrictions in
the employment of ron-unionists which
will make their eapital absolutely uwnpro-
fituble. The ordinary unionist thinks
thai hecause the owner of a large factory
lives in a good lhouse, lias seveval ser-
viuils, drives about in n moter car, and

can dress himself and his fannly in ex- .

pensive raiment, that his profits must be
large emomigh te enahile bimn to pay higher
wirges. [t may he so0; and the competi-
tion may be so keen that the manufae-
turer, rather than rizk n strikeé, consenta
to Taise the wages. Then one of two
things happens; cither he lnkes the loss
on_ himseli, or hc maises the price of

- the articla he mnkes to his customera.

The preeess of raising prices can only he

carried on ns long as there 1s a contineed |

demand for the article from the public.
Jet us suppose that the demand was a
thousand gross in Y07, Sapposing that
in Lhe first aix months of the present
venr omders for anly 450 or 500 gross
came in, it would obvieusly be absurd to

Taise the price, strike or no strike, 'Then
tie loss cnused- by the rise in wages
must fall on the manufucturer, But an

inerense in Lhe wape which seeins hut a
amell snm to the workman, makes aa
enormons difference when multiplied by
A bundred or a thousand. Suppoke the

ri-e amaunts ta two shillings a weck on -

an ayverage for carl man {and there waoulid
hardty he a atrika for less). then if o
ihousunidl workmen are cmployed, this
would invulve an expenditure of £5200
per annum, Az soon as Lhe educated
Jart of the midile ¢lara get Lhat hold ot
their fellow workera, whieh they muat
and will have, they will guide und teuch
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them so that they will not moke foolish
demands, and =g kill t.lne gQose that lays
“the goldenw epra * -

Tiie real da nrer of the present socialis-
tic movement lies in this; bath political
parties like to incraase the patronase at
their disposal; both are willing to multi-
ply oflicea if they can get any plausible
excuse for ercaiing new ones; alt these
eocinlistic schemes neressarily involve the
creation of new offices and the opportuni-
ties of inercasing patronage, uniil we
arrive at the cendition we have in New
Zealand, where every boy or pirl who has
passed the sixth standard, thinks he or
she onght to have a government or at
Ieast 2 municipal billet, and would scorn
to earn his or her bread by bodily labour
of any kind.

Besldes this "the universal rore after
billets produces a moral cowardice that
used to be unknewn in England. Nobody
Wlares to express his opinions, nnbody will
toke part in any public question unless
he can be sure of a party at his baek;
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there is no pullic iceling, there are B
pulblic meetings, no agitations for anys
thing except grants of Government
money. Does a Minister visit any local
city, you find the whaole community erawl-
ing at his feet, and ready to lick the
dust off his boots, if they can get their
reguests granted, Look at the way the
people used to bespatter Mr. Seddon with
the mest fulsome flattery that ever was
bestowed on o human being—and look at
the subscription lista for the national
memorial now! There is absolutely no
public opinion, good, had, er indifferent
in New Zealand; the plebs, here are made
for nothing but slavery. Never, rurely,
wa3s such degeneracy seen in suoch o short
time. The difference hetween the pioneer
settlers and miners of New Zealand and
Australiz, and their descendants, is as
great as that between the English ofticial
in 1ndia, and ike Bengali aboo whe
crouches before him.
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“Zealandia” Underclothing
’ ) DAINTY AND DURABLE.

B o -
.. *Zealandia” Blouses
. ~ 8SMART AND ATTRACTIVE.

o

All

“Zealandia” Dressing Gowns

STYLISH AND COMFORTABLE,
. :

“Zealandia” Dust Cloaks
IN THE LATEST STYLES AND MOST
FASHIONABLE MATERIALS.

e

“Zealandia"” Pinafores
FOR PRETTY CHILDREN.
N
‘Zealandia” Garments

ARE CUT TO FIT AND
MADE TO WEAR.

ARCHIBALD CLARK & SONS

LIMITED.

THE BEST NATURAL APERIENT WATER.

For CORSTIDATION.

Prolessor D. LAMBL, of Warcaw, Professor of C:nical Medicine at ihe Umiversity, writeg—

- 4 Hunyadi Janos Biiter Water. besides being an excelient general aperient,
has proved specially efficacicus in the treatment of chronic :unsllpanun,
wvenous obstruction and congestion, hemorrhoids and obesity.'”

Avmumn Dosg i—A wineglassful b Jore breakfast, cither pure or dilnled with o

similar guantily of hotor cold water.

Hote the namnas !
- 1 IDITAY FAX

CAUTIOR.

adl .'mm!." tha el{netnra of the Proprieter,
2n, and tha Ledzlitin, on the Red Centra Pag

By Royal
Warraot e

)
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is an excellent tonic, bracing
when everything else fails.

His Majasty
the King.

the system




