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The New Bayonet.

The new Japanese pattern bayonet for

the Army, orders for which are about to

be placed, is to be exactly five inches

longer than the present bayonet, which

is one foot in length. With the new

bayonet infantrymen will be afforded a

thrusting length approximately of 61Jin.,
instead of 56Ain. as at present. The

new weapon will have a slightly tapered
point and a cutting fore-edge. At the
back it will have a broad, flat edge, and

between the back and fore-edge it will
be deeply grooved. The cross-guard will
on one side have adeeply Curved or hook-

ed terminal, which will facilitate the

operation of “piling arms."’
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London’s Morals.

The Bishop of London, preaching to a

congregation of men at St. Martin’s,

Ludgate, recently, said he was an enthu-

siastic lover of the Church of England;
but he must confess that they could not

be as.a church self-complacent. Only
lately he was kneeling by the

body' of a young priest who had been

killed in the prime of life by sheer over-

work and worry in a slum parish. He

was left to himself, and he died of a

disease which had undoubtedly been

brought on by worry; and, by his body,
he (the Bishop) prayed for the foregive-
ness of the Church which had left him

so much in despair. That Church could

not be self-complacent, either, when they
considered the moral tone of London.
He was convinced that they must change
the whole tone of men on the subject of

morals. Men spoke of the impossibility
of purity,- and there was even that

abominable lie that it was more healthy
to be immoral. That was the kind of

thing that was said. Young men grow-
ing up/were being corrupted by the tone

of the older men. The Church could

hardly be complacent when they looked

further afield and faced the state of

affairs in the Congo, for instance. Great

demonstrations of protest had been held
in the provinces, and a great protest

meeting would be held in the Queen’s
Hall, London, early in February. It was

intolerable that the population in the

Congo should be decimated by the mis-

rule for which, to a certain extent, this
country was itself responsible, under its

treaty-rights and agreements.
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Under-rating; the Enemy.

We have always been too optimistic
(says “John Bull,” speaking of the

Zulu trouble). We have always
under rated our enemies and the possi-
bilities of such situations as we have

been called upon to face. We have al-

ways sent out small handfuls of men to

do work that demanded the presence of

heavy forces. It will be well to be pessi-
mistic for once, and to look the possi-
bilities of what is ahead of us squarely
in the face. The man at home who has

never been farther than Margate, or pos-

sibly has done a cheap trip to Bou-

logne, will of course pooh-pooh any pre-
diction of big trouble in Africa in the

event of a native rising. But—let him

take them or leave them—tho above are

a few of the possibilities of the immedi-

ate future, and they must be taken into

account in reckoning up what is in

front of us. Natal may be right and she

may be wrong. She may get out of the

trouble with a skirmish or two, and she

may light a fire that will take as much

extinguishing as the Anglo-Boer war

took-. We can only hope for the best.

To Hnrry Him Up.

An experiment is to be made in Paris

to expedite the delivery of telegrams by
stamping on the,backs of the messages
the times at which they arc handed to

the messengers. The receivers will thus
be able to detect irregularities.

Some such plan as this wouldn’t be
half bad for the Dominion.

School in Office Hours.

The heads of a London firm of fire

extinguisher manufacturers doing exten-
sive business with Germany have de-

cided that all their numerous staff of

clerks, from the office-boy upwards,
must acquire a knowledge of German.

Tuition is provided in the office, and
while one-half of the staff is receiving
an hour's instruction in German, the
other half is busy at work. At the con-

clusion of the first hour’s study the

second half of the staff' quits work for
an hour's instruction. The clerks, old
and young, are enthusiastically learning
their lessons.
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Breaking the Record.

Jones: “So the family in the flat next

yours have a phonograph, ch? How

many records have they?”
Brown: "Heaven only knows! But

they broke their best previous record

last Sunday by five hours and twenty-six
minutes!”
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What’s in a Name?

How is it, one wonders, that writers

and dramatists with one accord have

suddenly fallen upon the name Eliza-

beth? If a heroine just now is to be of

peculiar fascination she must bear this

name in its entirety. It seems to be

considered a favourite appellation for

cousins, and when you see that a hero-

ine of play or sketch or story bears it

you may make up your mind at once

that she will be arch and witty, or

overwhelmed with a burden of misun-

derstanding. , But why has Elizabeth,
after years of obscurity, thus sprung in-

to fictional and dramatic fame? There

must be some reason for it; it is a fine

but not specially pretty name; it is not

quaint like Joan or Bridget or Gillian,
or many another old name, and then in

it lurks the awful possibility of Eliza.

Will there never be a novelist or play-
wright who will have the courage to
call his heroine Eliza tout court? May-
be someone will explain the present
eraze for Elizabeth, of whom there will

be a plentiful sprinkling in the next

generation, for the up-to-date mother is

finding it exquisitely droll to call her

baby girl by this very big name.
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Cigarette Smoking.

Drastic legislation to put down cigar-
ette smoking by juveniles is to be in-

troduced in the House of Commohs next

session. A draft bill contains the fol-

lowing provisions: —

1. Every person, who knowingly sells

or delivers or permits or suffers to be

sold or delivered any description of cig-
arettes to any child under the age of

sixteen years, shall be liable to a penal-
ty of not exceeding 40/ for the first of-

fence, and not exceeding £5 for any

subsequent offence.

2. Nothing in this Act shall prevent
the employment by a licensed person of

a member of his family or his servant

or apprentice to manufacture, or, as a

messenger, to deliver cigarettes.
3. Every child under the age of six-

teen, who shall be found in possession
of cigarettes, or found smoking tobacco

in any form, shall, upon conviction, be

liable to a penalty of not exceeding 40/
for each offence, and shall be subject to

the provisions of the Youthful Offend-

ers Act, 1901.
4. For the purpose of this Act, the

word “cigarette” shall include cigarette
papers or wrappers, and cigars, cheroots

anti tobacco.

5. This Act may be cited as the Cig-
arette (Sale to Children) Act, 1908, and

shall come into operation in three

months after receiving the royal as-

sent.

Many of Them All the Samoa 5c
A girl of fifteen or sixteen, who can-

not enjoy “Rob Roy,” “Waverley,” “The
Talisman,” “The Abbott,” and “Tha
Monastery,” to whom Dickens is but a

name, who has not- read and re-read
“Pride and Prejudice” for enjoyment,
who has never heard of “Cranford,” or,

of Mrs Gaskell's beautiful stories, who
has no acquaintance with Miss Thaeks

eray, and does not revel in Stevenson,
is as much to be pitied, says a London

paper, as one who prefers a street or-

gan to the Queen’s Hall Orchestra in
London.
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An Author’s Book-plate Text.

George Iles, the author of various pop-
ular books on invention, is a Scotchman,
with a sense of humour. Once he had i»

large library, but he lost many of his
books because his friends borrowed them
and failed to return them. He, there-

fore, adopted this for his book-plate:
“Go ye rather to them that sell, and

buy for yourselves.”—Matthew xxv. 9.
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Poor Rickard Junior’s Philosophy.

Most comedians are no laughing mat-
ter.

One client’s misfortune is another law-

yer’s practice.
Manifest Destiny is the term which

men apply to the thing they want to do.
Be sure your sins will find you out;

the Recording Angel is expert at short-
hand.

There are few monarchs of finance who
are not believers in the divine right of
kings. z

Your capacity for happiness is precisely
proportionate to your capacity for be-

lief.
“What one, doesn’t see doesn't hurt

one,” said the girl who shut her - eyes
when he kissed her.

Fine feathers make fine birds—for a

while; sooner or later they make fine
winter hats.
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Mark Twain’s Challenge.

At the Engineers’ dinner at New
York recently, Mark Twain made the

speech of the evening, and in his bright-
est style poked fun at his fellow-guests.
One of these was Mr. Andrew Carnegie,
who, says the, correspondent of the

“Daily' Dispatch,” came in for a great
deal of chaff from the humorist on the
ground that he was the financial backer
of the Spelling Reform Board, which a

year or so ago tried to modernise ortho-

graphy. Mark Twain genially question-
ed Mr. Carnegie’s spelling abilities, and
suddenly sweeping round on the great
provider of libraries, to the uproarious
delight of the company, he challenged
him to spell “Tetradacty!’’ offhand.

Mr. Carnegie laughingly waved the
challenge aside, and Mark Twain con-

tinued:—“Why your pestiferous simpli-
fied spelling attacked orthography at

the wrong end. The real disease lies in
the vowels of indefinite sound, and con-

sonants of unfixed pronunciation. The
alphabet, anyway, was the invention of a

drunken thief.”

Mark Twain wore his famous white

suit, and made a striking figure at the
festive board. He said he had one item

of good news for them, for he did not

intend to speak again this winter.

II ENGLAND S LEADING SWEET ( |

BUTTER-SCOTCH I
k (The Celebrated Sweet for Children) L
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Wholesome, delicious,

and absolutely pure.

Sold Uy all Confectioners,
Grocers, and Stores,

—

May be obtained of Messrs. A. J. Entrican
and Co., Auckland.

FROOTOIDS
For Headache, Indigestion,

Constipation, and Biliousness.
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The immense number of orders for

Frootoids, sent by post direct to the Pro-
prietor, is convincing proof that the
Public appreciate their splendid curing

power over the above-named complaints.
They are elegant in appearance, pleasant
to take, and, what is of the utmost

importance, are thoroughly reliable in

affording quick relief.

Frootoids are immensely more valu-
able than an ordinary aperient, in so far

tha| they not only act as an aperient,
but do remove from the blood, tissues, and
internal organs, waste poisonous matter

that is clogging them and choking the

channels that lead to and from them.
The beneficial effects of Frootoids are

evident at once by the disappearance of
headache, the head becoming clear, arid
a bright, cheery sense of perfect health
taking the place of sluggish, depressed
feelings, by the liver acting properly, and

by the food being properly digested.
Frootoids are the proper aperient

medicine to take when any Congestion
or Blood Poison is present, or when Con-

gestion of the Brain or Apoplexy is pre-

sent or threatening. They have been

tested, and have been proved to afford
quick relief in such cases when other

aperients have not done any good at all.
It is of the utmost importance that this

should. be borne in mind, for in such

cases to take an ordinary aperient is to

waste time and permit of a serious ill-
ness becoming fatal.

Frootoids act splendidly on the liver,
and quickly cure bilious attacks that

“antibilious pills” make worse. Many
people have been made sick and ill by
‘‘antibilious pills” who could have been
cured at once by Frootoids. People
should not allow themselves to be duped
into contracting a medicine-taking habit

by being persuaded to take daily doses

with each meal of so-called indigestion
cures that do NOT cure. Frootoids
have been subjected to extensive tests,
and have in every case proved success-

ful in completely curing the complaints
named.

The ordinary adult dose of Frootoids,
of which there arc 72 in a bottle, is 2 to

4—more or less as required—taken, pre-

ferably at bedtime, when constipated,
or at the commencement of any other

disease requiring an aperient, as an

auxiliary with the special medicine

necessary for the case. A constipated
habit of body will bo completely cured

if tho patient will on each occasion,
when suffering, take a dose of Frootoids,
instead of an ordinary aperient; n uking
the interval between tho taking of each

dose longer and the doso smaller. Tho
patient thus gradually becomes indepen-
dent of Aperient Medicines.
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For sale ‘by leading Chemists and
Storekeepers. Retail price, 1/6. If your

Chemist orStorekeeper has not got them,
ask him to get them for you. If riot

obtainable locally, send direct to tho

Proprietor. W. G. HEARNE, Chemist.

Geelong, Victoria.

NOTICE.—The materials in FROOT-

OIDS are of the VERY BEST QUALITY
and consist, amongst other ingredients,
of the active principle of each of
FIVE different MEDICAL FRUITS and
ROOTS, so combined and proportioned
in a particular way that a far BETTER
result is obtaiuud than from an ordinary
MpuneaA

A TREASURE FOR WOMEN.
Women who suffer from las-

situde, backache, headache,
and other ills, will find that

PILLS
“THE PILL OF THE PERIOD,”

will quickly give them 'fresh
health and strength again.
Bonnington’s Pills gently as-

sist and correct the action of
the stomach, liver, and inter-
nal organs. They are purely
vegetable andcontainno harm-
ful astringents or alkaloids.

1 /- a box at all chemists and grocers,
or post free from G. Bonnington,
Chemist, Christchurch.

FREE SAMPLE—If your retailer does,
not stuck them, send us nis name and we
will send youa samplebox free of charge. .
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