
got a fall, and either lay there or crawled away on

his hands and feet; but the other escaped without

any apparent hurt. Mr. Burney now improved
their panic, and, supported by the marines, leaped
on shore and pursued the fugitives. We had not
advanced far from the water-side, on the beach,
before we met with two bunches of celery, which
had been gathered by the cutter's crew. A broken

oar was stuck upright in the ground, to which the
natives had tied their canoes, whereby we were

convinced this was the spot where the attack had
been made. We now searched all along at the back

of the beach, to see if the cutter was there, but in-
stead of her, the most horrible scene was presented
to our view; for there lay the hearts, heads, and

lungs of several of our people, with hands and
limbs in a mangled condition, some broiled and

some raw; but no other parts of their bodies, which
made us suspect that the cannibals had feasted

upon and devoured the rest. At a little distance
we saw the dogs gnawing their entrails. We ob-
served a large body of the natives collected together
on a hill about two miles off, but as night drew

on apace, we could not advance to such a distance;
neither did we think it safe to attack them, or

even to quit the shore to take an account of the
number killed, our troop being a very small one,
and the savages were both numerous, fierce, and
much irritated. While we remained almost stupe-
fied on the spot, Mr. Fannen said that he heard the
cannibals assembling in the woods, on which we

returned to our boat, and having hauled alongside
the canoes, we demolished three of them. During
this transaction the fire on the top of the hill dis-

appeared, and we could hear the savages in the
woods at high words, quarrelling, perhaps, on ac-

count of their different opinions, whether they
should attack us and try to save their canoes.

They were armed with long lances, and weapons
not unlike a sergeant's halbert in shape, made of
hard wood, and mounted with bone instead of iron.
We suspected that the dead bodies of our people
had been divided among those different parties of

cannibals who had been concerned in the massacre,
and it was not improbable that the group we saw

at a distance by the fire were feasting upon some

of them, as those on shore bad been where the
remains were found, before they had been dis-

turbed by our unexpected yisit. .Be that as it may,
we could discover no traces of more than four of

our friends’ bodies, nor could we find the place
where the cutter was concealed. It now grew dark,
on which account we collected carefully the re-

mains of our mangled friends, and, putting off,
made the best of our way from this polluted place.
When we opened the upper part of the Sound, we

saw a very large fire about three or four miles

higher up, which formed a complete oval, reaching
from the top of a hill down almost to the water-

side, the middle space being enclosed all round by
the fire, like a hedge. Mr. Burney and Mr. Fan-
nen having consulted together, they were both of

opinion that we could, by an attempt, reap no

other advantage than the poor satisfaction of kill-

ing some more of the savages. Upon leaving Grass
Cove we had fired a volley towards where we heard
the Indians talking, but by going in and out of
the boat our pieces had got wet, and four of them
missed fire. What rendered our situation more

critical, it began to rain, and our ammunition was

more than half expended. We, for these reasons,
without spending time where nothing could be

hoped for but revenge, proceeded for the ship, and
arrived safe aboard before midnight.' ”

It is a little remarkable that Captain Furneaux
had been several times up Grass Cove with Captain
Cook, where they saw no inhabitants, and no other

signs of any but a few deserted villages, which

appeared as if they had not been occupied for

many years, and yet, in Mr. Burney’s opinion,
when he entered the same cove, there eould>not be
less than fifteen hundred or two thousand people. '

On Thursday, the 23rd of December, the Ad-
venture departed from, and made sail out of, the

Sound. She stood to the eastward, to clear- the

straits, which was happily effected the same even-

ing; but the ship was baffled for two or three days
with light winds before she could clear the eddst.
In this interval of time the chests and effects of
the ten nieji who had been murdered were sold be-
fore the mast, according to an old sea custom.

When Captain Cook was in the Soiind on his
third voyage, he learned that the massacre arose

over an unpremeditated quarrel. Kahura, who

had been active in the tragedy, told Cook that a

Maori having brought a stone hatchet to barter,
'the man td whom it was offered took it, and would
neither return it nor give anything for it, and on

which the owner snatched some bread from the

party of Europeans, who were at dinner on the

beach, as an equivalent, and then the quarrel be-

gan. Kahura himself had a-narrow escape of be-

ing shot, while another was shot beside him; and
the Europeans, outnumbered, were surrounded and
killed. It was also stated by the natives that not

one of the shots fired by the party of Captain
Furneaux led by Mr. Burney to search for the

missing people had taken effect so as to kill or

even to hurt a single person?

EARLE'S NARRATIVE RESUMED

THE HOKIANGA RIVER EIGHTY

YEARS AGO.

As our missionary passengers had by this time
fixed upon the spot where they intended to estab-
lish their settlement, and it being several miles up
the river, we got under weigh to proceed thither.
The captain's agreement being to that effect, we

proceeded with the first fair wind, about twenty
miles up the stream, which was as far as we could
with safety take the vessel. The shores on each
side this noble river are composed of hills gradually
rising behind each other, most of them covered
with woods to the water’s edge. Kot a vestige of
a habitation is to be seen, and if it had not been
for the occasional sight of a canoe, we might have

imagined the country to be totally uninhabited.
Opposite a small island, or, rather, sand-bank, the
vessel grounded, and had to remain there till the
next tide floated her off. It was a curious and

interesting spot, being a native pa and depot, and
was entirely covered with storehouses for provi-
sions and ammunition. The centre was so con-

trived that all assailants might be cut off before

they could effect a landing ; and we were all much

gratified by the judgment and forethought dis-

played in this little military work. The next

morning we got off, but could not proceed far, as

the shoals were becoming so numerous as to render
the navigation dangerous. But here we beheld,
with both surprise aiid satisfaction, a most unex-

pected sight, namely, a snug little colony of our

own countrymen, comfortably settled and usefully
employed in this savage and unexplored country.
Some enterprising merchants of Port Jackson
have established here a dockyard and a number of

sawpits. Several vessels have been laden with
timber and spars: one vessel has been built,
launched, and sent to sea from this spot; and an-

other of a hundred and fifty tons burthen was

then upon the stocks!

SAWMILL AND SHIPBUILDING.

On landing at this establishment at Te
Horeke, or, as the Englishmen have called it,
“Deptford, ’ I was greatly delighted with the ap-
pearance of order, bustle, and industry it pre-
sented. Here were storehouses, dwelling-houses,
and various offices for the mechanics; and every
department seemed as well filled as it could have
been in a civilised country. To me the most

interesting circumstance was to notice the great
delight of the natives, and the pleasure they seemed
to take in observing the progress of the various
works. All were officious to “lend a hand,” and
each seemed eager to be employed. This feeling
corresponds with my idea of the best method of

civilising a savage. Nothing can more completely
show the importance of the useful arts than a

dockyard. In it are practised nearly all the
mechanical trades'; and these present to the busy
enquiring mind of a New-Zealander a practical
encyclopaedia of knowledge. When he sees the
combined exertions of the . smith and carpenter
create so huge a fabric as a ship, his mind is filled
with wonder and ’delight; and when he witnesses
the moulding of iron at the anvil, it excites his
astonishment and emulation.

The people of the dockyard informed me that,
although it was constantly .crowded with natives,
scarcely anything had ever been stolen, and all the
chiefs in the neighbourhood took’ so gfreat an inter-
est in the work that any annoyam’e offered to those

employed would immediately be revenged as a

personal affront. ,

JOURNEY OVERLAID TO BAY OF

ISLANDS.
'

/

i, Here we left the brig Ao unload her cargo; my
friend Shand and myself having determined to

proceed overland to the Bay of Islands. An intel-

ligent chief, hearing of our intention, offered to

accompany - us himself, and lent us two of his
kookies to carry our baggage. We accepted the

chieftain’s offer, and several other natives joined;
the party to bear us company.

November 7.—We all embarked in a canoe, in
order to reach the head of the river before we

began our pedestrian tour; and, after paddling
about eight or nine miles further up, where th6
river became exceclingly narrow, we came to an-

other English settlement. This consisted of a

party of men who had come out in the Rosanna,
the vessel employed by the New Zealand Company.
When all ideas of settling were totally abandoned!

by the officers sent out for that purpose, these men

chose rather to remain by themselves than to re-

turn home; and we found them busily employed
in cutting timber, sawing planks, and making oars

for the Sydney market. How far they may prove

successful, time only can develop; but as these

enterprising men had only their own industry to
assist them, it could not be expected that their,
establishment could bear a comparison with the

one at Te Horeke, which is supported by several

of the most wealthy merchants of New South
Wales.

As the river became narrower, the habitations of
the natives were more numerous. Tfie chief of

this district (whose name is Patuone) has a splen-
did village very near the carpenters’ establishment

we have just described. He had taken these indus-

trious men under his especial protection, and

seemed very proud of having a settlement of that

kind in his territories, as it gave him power and

consequence among all the neighbouring chiefs,
from the trade he carried on by means of their
exertions.

Patuone had likewise induced the Wesleyan mis-
sionaries to settle upon his land, about a mile

below; so that the head of this river assumed quite
the appearance of a civilised colony.

Our party now disembarked. We landed in a

dense forest, which reached to the water’s edge;
and our guides and slaves began to divide the loads
each was to carry, on his back. Several joined us

from the two English stations on the.river, and

we then amounted to a very large party; all in high
spirits, and anxious to proceed on our ’journey.
When onr natives had distributed the luggage, they
loaded themselves, which they did with both skill

and quickness; for a New Zealander is never at a

loss for cords or ropes. Their plan is to gather a

few handfuls of flax, which they soon twist into a

very good substitute: with this material they
formed slings, with which they dexterously fas-

tened our moveables on their backs, and set off at

a good trot, calling out to us to follow them.

MEETING WITH THE CHIEF PATUONE.

We travelled through a wood so thick that the

light of heaven could not penetrate the trees that

composed it. They were so large and so close

together that in many places we had some difficulty
to squeeze ourselves through them. To add to our,

perplexities, innumerable streams intersected thia

forest, which always brought us Europeans to a

complete standstill. The only bridges which the

natives ever think of making are formed by cutting
down a tree, and letting it fall across; and over

these our bare-legged attendants, loaded as they
were, scrambled with all the agility of cats or mon-

keys; but it was not so with us: for several times

they seated one of us on the top of their load, and'

carried him over. The chief, who. accompanied
us, made it his particular business to see me safe

through every difficulty, and many times he car-

ried me himself over such places' as I dared

scarcely venture to look down upon.

In the midst of this wood we me.t the. chief of

this district, Patuone, who, together with all his

family, were employed in planting a Small; cleared

patch of land. He appeared highly delighted at

beholding strangers ; and all his ..wives came from:
their occupations to welcome us. He told us that,
a very few miles farther on, w;e khotyld come to a

village belonging to him, where itisi eldestispn was

residing, and that we must there l palss the; night.
We thanked him for the inyitatidh, rubbed noses

with him (their token pi friendship),, fihd parted.

(To 'Contimled.)^..
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