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Books and Bookmen

# THE ELIXIR OF LIFE.'
iam Batchall, Lomdom:
man and Hall, Limited

The declining birth-rate, together with
ihe recogaition of the heroic efforts that
acientists are making to stamp out hith-
erto incurable dikenses, would seem To
have furnished the subject for this re-
markalle book, which readers will find
difticult {o ake seriously, though it is suf-
ficiently evident that the author intends
the Look Lo be tuken sericusly. From
time wrunemorial the inventor or propa-
gandist of a new thing, ilea or scheme,
has been deemed by his fellows as mora
or less mad, yet has Lived to find that
judgment vevoked. And he would, in-
deed, De a fooclish man that would
declare positively that it is ocutside the
reslma of possibility that sn antidote
ahould be discovered that shewa noc only
wipe out hitherto incurable diseases, but
ghould render man hereafter immune from
that and lesser disenses. fut an elixir
that shall give immortality to man ia be-
yond man’s skill to discover. And in this
assumption madness lies, Immortality
‘belongs to the gods, and is in no wize &
human aspirations, and especinlly a sex
less immortality on earth. The scencs are
laid partly on the high seas, on which the
&4 Waims was ploughing her way from
England to New Zealand, via Teneriffe,
the Cape and Tasmania (having on board
a full complement of passengera, chief
amongst whom were the characters of
this story), and partly on a fictitious
island sowewhere between the Cape and
Tasmania, The voyage had been an
eventful one, what with the death of a
consumptive salvon passenger, the sul-
cide of his brother—who had also in-
Nerited the fell disease, and had deemed
it lags cowardly to die by his owe hand
than 1o live a burden and a menace’ to
the living, though hia death left his only
siqter and relutive alone and comfortless
—and a case of inxanity in the steerage.
ANer leaving the Cape the Waima had
met with had weather, the viclence of
which had caosed the deatruction of her

Will-
Chap-

propeller. After  drifting  for rome
wooks, during which HOWe VETY
pretty  comedies hadl  heen faking
place ou hoard, the Waima

goes ashore on the island before men-
tioned, and during the enforced stay on
thia island the climax pf the story 13
aceached. Thz ship's doctor, Alan Vineent,
had long been conducting a series of ex-
periments on hacteriology with a view to
the perfecting of a serum which he
clwimed would render humans immune
from disease. While on the island sev-
eral of tire passengers had trapped some
littlo animals which Vinrent recognised
as being muersupials. Bingularly enocugh
the animals proved to be neuters, and
though a great many others were found,
not one of them proved to be perdect
male or femala, Vincent then proceeded
to cxperiment on them, and finding them
immune fyom disen=e, though he injected
the most leadly diseases into their Lod-
irg, canie to the conclusion that as death
and diwase came in with aex, so will
disease couxe Lo be when humans hecome
sexleaa. And in the declining birth-rate
he asxumes that nature is preparing the
was fora sexless population who, through
fmunity from disense, shall become 1m-
mworlal.

“Jumt wew,” g omald, apparently golng
off At o talyeut, “yon spoke of the sernm
Ba n wnlversal gernlelde, but 1L W only
Lucldentally & eeradeld thept Ly, poerbups,
Atter all, ope of the leant of lta functlong
Yon keow (hat in the ntd alays of chival-
Ty¥ It was the practice of knlghis to chan-
plon fertninn perAon g, even  oceaslonally

1deak, ynl rementher (e cose of the clhams
pon of the croww, who threws out lus
chollenge At 1he  coronation,  Well, that
1a the klen T derlve from the vitat principle
In {hm rReruni — R clampios of Hfr; @ome
thing thut {4 Hot mercly capelile of oo«
niklinting 1be creptures who muke fur death,
but g B!l beaeReent, evon life-giving. Wa
know that there are mnay forms of hae-
terid whick nre lonocucus to the hunmen
aml thnt {fhere nee Aose, prerhinps
whone actlon 18 whally Leneflerut. It
¥ n few wtepa forward to 1hie con-
on of ah orgunisn Enmertully dertries
tive of disorder,  Fouml ta snler aa the
laneln sre lound to thelr spliores, There
8 nollilng ontrageour la the theory: nathing
#veu luprobalile. Low does Lhe embryo o

an acorn order all fts mubsegquent wecre-
tlons late en oak treeT And the myciad
cells of the humpn hody, are they hot ali in
apired with the love of arder, which mesus
bLealth, and batred of disorder, which means
dwense? Were the insplratlon towards or-
der mer¥ect, the body woyuld Le iacapabla
af self-destructlen, sand with the pertec-
tion of the other lmpulse would come com-
plete Immunity from the nttacks of ex-
traneous organisme, and thus the whole

fabric of disense wounld he Bwept rclean
awiy.
“Well, there ia the theory; time oaly

can prove it; but {n the weanwhile we ave
not without evidence that la, at least, sig-
olficant. In the fArat place, there iy the
commplete, nlinoat 1inatantanecus, steriliso-
tlon of all dlserse cultures I hove been able
tp experlment with; In the seround, there
i the rapid subjugation and ultitiale an+
nibdlation of disease germs gteougly estan-
lislred in B bumaa body; in the third, there
is the Iimmuuity, probably llfelong. <om-
ferred by opunc injectlon of the serum.'"

‘Westland arrested blm with 8 motlon
of hig bhand.

“What evidence !m there of that?’ ha
asked.

"‘Let me ansk you a questico [a turn —
Whence do you suppose I derlyed the acrum
Injected Into yowr velns a week pgo”’

“From the little marauplais, certainly.”

“You are wrong: it wes prepared from
my owhn bloed. I told you I had expeérboent.
ed wlith dlsease culiures, previously dictor-
ed with the serum. I told you that direane
had fatled to sappenr, but 1 did pmot add
that the wital princlple of the ellxir had
rolorized my body. I repair that omission
now. 1 say that oune fnoculation gives Im-
Inualty, hecnuse [t wos the lmpossibtiliy
of getting a reactlon fn my owu person
that drove e to experiment with anothecs;
and I say lhot the immuanity is probally
ifelong, becanse uuless the Organlemeg are
rapable of loslug thelr virtue, I cam con-
ceive no power able to elimlonte them
from wy Lody or yours,”

*TLat Is the most astonlshing thing yet,'"
‘Weatland remocked. .

“Rut now, i3 the orgonism capnble of
loalng ita victue? because, if it is not, there
must follow n cooseguence beside whicn

the efimiuation of the discase — ftself a
tremendous issue -— palls inta inslgaln-
exoce,

The ocly Bpswer we Can Eft ta
this question ls derived from Au examinn.
tion of tne lttle warsuplnly; a considera-
tion of ihe oue singularlty swhich dlsttn-
gulkhes them from all other animala, We
have found no perfret females, we have
found uo males. WLy? Because in  all
probabillty there are uene. Even if that
he not avsolutely the truth to-day, 1t will
be so eventually, becawse Nature, lavisn
Bd she 50 often appeatw,is ot beurt & niggord,
Hha wvever yet gove anything for nothiog,
axd the momeat the imperative need for
any faculty or fuuctionn! olgun ceaaa, In
that moment does she hegin to Femore it.
Cousider the rase of the Dauana: for wn-
nunberéd oges maa bns propogated the
plont solely by suckers, and nature has re-
talleted hy removing the sced; but for
the determination of man ehe wonld also
bove removed the fruit. Neture may he
duil of sight for things near at Land; she
looks on all sides towards m far horizon;
bLuf she is Infinitely wine, and iu the end
oothing escapes ber, These anitnpls have
nat escaped her. Whrt, then, iy the fIn.
terpretatlon of their physical peculiarity,
thelr, prebobly unlversal, ducapabillty, of
hreariog off-oring? The opswer lies la oume
word — they are Immortal.” )

Weatland gove oo e¢xclamatlon of in-
credullty,

“Immortal;, >f cowrse, In the restrictea
sende that they cany oaly. be deasiroyea by
physleal vlolence or atarvatlon, ltactf a kiod
of vivlence,” ¥incent eontinued crloiy

-"Had there been oo this island A caroly-

oroud auimel capuble of catchlog and de-
vourlog them, we mlght kave fonnd the
Agexvation arrested io exact proportion
to the cunning of thelr cuemy; bLut they
hnve probably never known encmies, and
the work of nature mAy therefore have
been comparatively vapld, aod, am [ say,
it s 1o all probahilily completed. But if
It be 8o, If thersd e oo leager n crenture
RMongst them cnpable of reproducieg it
kind, then we wust psk ourselves, dow
long has 1t hicen so? I3 1t a watter of Years
or of centurlea? Go back in your wind
to that perlod §n theic blstory when na-
ture's work, consequint oo the devclop-
ment of $fie murvellous ovganlang o thele
blued, was only hult accomplished; ns many
perfect anlmns were lwra ne there werp
wenters, The rerl ls a wlinple anatter of
the calenlatian of the chances. TE =l alixe
were anly ta be dertroved by vlolence, what
klad of & perlod of tlme mukt have elnpu-
ed hefore every oue of those perfect crea-
tures had cenBed to exist? Are we not
forced to the concluslon that the age of
every ou® of thede nulwnls now allye op
the laland must be reckoned, Lot im cen-
turive, but lo thouwands of yercw?’

‘It would seem a0, Westluad admitted,
"If the premises nre corrert, They Ry
perlsh in the winter from the severity of
the weather, bhut if that were 8o oue would
hardly expect te find thems s0 numernus
ak they asctually are No; unless i J
renson the perfect animnls Wrre destroyml
by the neuters, your concluslon werme in-
evituble; aad in uny event, wheriever may
ba the age of the youbgedl, fhere must
be some whose years run into thoukanmde.'

“Kzactly; nod If we suppose — which (A
a0t no nurccaunalile Aupposillon — that the
couditlons of thls Islakd have been prac-

- the ontorat celln;

.thourht of the uge we live in,

tienlty tue marse for severel thsusanda of
yeery, then, uniess there waa a tline whea
these aulmaols dispiayed to one amother &
feracity they .do mnot oow porsess, how
rare must bhave Leea the happeniog of ma ace-
cigenrt sutficirnt to cause desth. For, Phi-
lip, thess creatures are uot easlly de-
stroyed; thelr tHesh heais with ruacrellous
rapidity, wud eren the Ingestion of poiscns
has uo effect ou them. Howerer, that ig the
fase a8 It atands for the Indestructible
virtue of the champloa of Ufe — at all
erepts in “their’ bodles. Thete remaios aha
conskierption of disedsed, if there be reaily
such, whirk are nat due to the presences
of indwmleal organlvins from outaide, but
either to a gort of rebellion or inertoess of
and here ali we heve
to go upon is that algalcawt llttle warln-
tian  letween your temperature and the
normal. Tiere may have been a rise of
y own femperaturs, but, if so, it pas
of short duralioh oud unnotleeabls; the
effect, therefore, I8 not e general one.
Something must explalo the varlatiom ia
yuur cude; somcthing must be golog on
i your body, quletly acd unobtrustvely,
yei peralutently. What s it? Is It not pom-
slblc that long dormant cells have Ueem
relnuplred with that spleit of order withs
out which Lealth ig imposmible; that they
ure hulldlog up stacved necves, toning and
tutuivcg the whole body into the major key
of life? Phillp, do not hulld too strongly
oo the word of ome who haas ventured to
dregm leyond the Hmits of hip reason,
yet I will tell you now what I belleve to
be in store for yon: weeksa, probably montha,
perhaps even years, during which your tem-
perature will remaln as It is now; then, a
gradual subsldence to the pormal. But
when that poelot fa remched, there will not
be a reil fo yom body that dory mot move
iz complete submervience to the well-being
of the whaole, and yau wlll enjoy perfect
heatth.’

HBe ingenious are Mr. Satchell's theor-
ies that the reader (Agrippa-like] will
be “almost persuaded” to Lelieve. But
wman, in the aggregate, lives in the pre-
sent, and a sexless world bereft of sweek
chubby faces and the pattering of tiny
feet, will have no charm for him, how-
ever the biped oftle future may view
sexlessanesn. The story closes with the
safe arrival in port of the Waima and
her passengers, half a dozen of whom,
being innoculuted with the perfected
serum. or “elixir of Iife,” are doomed to
immortality, on this planat we presume,
since Mr. Natchell does not promise them
deportution. Of the principal male char-
acter, Vinvent, the less said the better,
except that he is patently em immortal
as evineed by lis  absolute lack of
morzls. “Westland,™ who altowed him-
well o be experimented upon at the
risk of his life, in order to benefit suf-
fering  humanity, s worthy enough,
though decidedly eccentric in other mat-
ders, as is alao “Street,” the ateerage
passenger, who proved Limself to be
“the man of the hour” after the acei-
dent to the Waima. The rules framed by
Street for the government of the geftle:
ment on the island are admirably con-
ceived and na admirably carried out.
In Street, Mr. Satchell has created =
type which true Socialists are trying te
discover, It 18 not possible to withhold a
strong meed of admiration for the in-
genious arpuments Mr. Satchell has ad-
duced in fuvour of his theories. Nor
has he neglected to point out the power
for evit the possesnor of an “elixir of
Nfe” would have if Le were inclined
to evil, In no case is the suggestion
Lo he comnenled that life, even though
burdened Ly disenae. may be brought to
an end untimely. Of the desire for
premature death, Sir Edwin Arnold has
sajd: .

“Lest oue lond over much to die,
And so lose purpose of enrth.'”

Nor is the idea to be tolerated for a
moment that because a man or woman
has mated unwisely, that it gives him or
her any right to bLreak down the laws
of God and. the laws framed by man
for the proteciion of society by the
taking of another mate whila the firat
ie siill alive, even though the consent
of the first. has been bbtained, and to
justify such mecond union in the name
of love is to add insult to imjury. Such
specious argument g3 the following ear
ries it own condemnation om the face
of it: “To deceive the world where the
deceplion involves oo injury is the pra-
rogutive of the individusl.” Mr. Satchell
will doubtless hava remd, *“Our acts our
witnesnes are.”” If the principal femals
characters of this book are the typa
Nature is  going to chooss s the
pioneers of the new immorlality, welll
theg deserve it!. It is greatly 4o be re-
gretted that a writer of Mr. Satchell's
talent should not employ that talent to
more useful purpose than the arrogating
of the divine power ta man, indicative
thouph it may be of the itrend nf the
We ars
indebted to Mesara, Wildman snd Arey
for our copy - of thin extraordiuariiy
intereating though uatenmile bosk.

1 Lt DELTA.

*THE COMPANY'S SERVANT®
B. M. Croker. Lomudon: George
Bell and Samse. -

Mra. Crocker has givem ns  wothing

better than this book, tha plot of
which, while net new, is wimirably and
matarally = developed, ‘The principal

wcones are laid ia Tani-Kui amd Ootaca-
mund, Soutliarn India, whither the hers,
Joha Vermon, had drifted, hopeleasty
snough, after being bagished from Eng-
land, home and fortune with & charge of
theft hangiog over his head.

At the time the story opens, Vermom
had been atationed for some years aé
Tani-Kul, firat ws porter, but latterly aa
head guard om the Government Ruilway,
and had earned the respect Loth of his
superiors and hia subordinates by the
conscientious performance of his duties.
He bad at first hoped againat hope that
his cousin Lacilia, who was the real
culprit, would clear his name wnd give
him that chance he so longed for of
entering the army.- But Lucilla had
made no asign, and Vernon had, as was
usual with him, thrown all his heart into
his work, displaying the same esprit de
corps  that had characterised  his
demeancur at Charterhouse and later at
Sandhurst. . : .

How Vernon narrowly escapes am un-
fortunste entanglement with a Eurasian,
and how he makes the acquaiatance of
Beatrice Arminger—whom he eventually
marriea—ia brightly and succinctly told
by Mis Croker, from the beginning of
the book to the end, where Vernon re-
turns home, completely exonerated, and
as the prospective heir of Lord Rother-
ham, his uncle.

Beatrice Arminger is an exceedingly
pleasing creation, whether as the wilful
runaway from her frivolous stepmother,
or a8 the defender of Vernon's henour.
How far a maun is justified in taking
another’s sins on his shoulders ia worked
out in this story, which mmst be Tead
to be fully apreciated. Mrs Croker
ia never more felicitous than in tha de-
iction of Anglo-Indian life, and.in “The
Company's Mervant " her readers will ba
more than satisfied that her pen has not
outstripped their interest. Our copy ia
from Messrs. Wildman and Arey.

DELTA.

Open scsame.—Hunyadi Janpa Water J& the
"open eesame” of The humanorganinm. 1{1’
more, and gentle, it fulfls every Indication
bealth and dissase. It is a therapeutical ar-
penal in {tself. Indispensahle tp milllona of
buman heinga all over the world.

HAVE YOU TRIED THIS
FACE CREAM YET?

It will remove all dirt nnd
dust that soup wnd water cannot rench, from

Do 10 now.

the pores, and keep your skia soft and clear,
It is the one thing that will enable your coma
plexion to withstand the dry heat of sthe
Australian climuce,
‘Whatover the weather, Datine will not go
bad. It containa ne wmal fat or dangercus
mioeral salta, being made from pure fresh
oats. It does not grow hair. er use it
nfter shaving,

Get & Jar of Oatine now. It costs
2/, or a larger slze, holding four
timea the amoynt, 3/8

To be odlained at all ohemists, stores,
ate., throughout Australla.

The two sons of Mr,
Chas. A. Finch, Ph. 0.
M.P.8., “Xuranda,”
Boyce Bt., Qlebs Point,
8ydney, N.B'W, were
both cured of a very
severe cough and- cold
with one bottle of Dr,
Sheldon's New Discovery.




