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COUSINS' BADGES.

Cousing requiring badges nre requested
Lo send an addressed envclope, when the
badge will be forwarded by return mmil

COUSINg' CORRESPONDENCE

Tiear Cousin Kate,—May I be one of
your cowsins, We get the “Graphie,”
and 1 always like reading the cousins'
page. 1 s twelve years of age, and I
go to the State school. 1 am in the fifth
standard, Did you go to Iollard's
Opera Company; I did, aod liked it very
miuch. Vo you read very much? I do,
and 1 read cvery spare moment I can
get. My brother, Fen, is going to write
to you woon. Me ig in the fourth class.
1 do not suppose you have been to Lake
HKaneri or Lake Mahinapua. I was geing
to Mahinapua to-day only it turned out
wet. We have & fine view of Mt. Cook
from YHokitika. We are going to have
our school eoncert on the 19th of this
month. Dear Cousin Kate, 1 muat close
now, with love to you and all the cousins
from Cousin FRED, .

T.8.— Excuse mistakes,

[Dear Conrin Fred,—I will be very
glad to have you for a cousin, and would
send you a badge, but you have not aent
e your addresa. [ am going to see the
Pollard's Opera Company when they
open tiere, and I think they start om
Baxing Night, 1 am very fond of read-
ing, ton, and like you read every spare
moment; hut, do yoa know, I think it
s ruther had to read wo much, especially
at night—it is too big o strain on the
eyrs. L am sorry to say I have never
been up to the luken, though I have al-
ways wanted to. However, it is a treat
in atore for me, and T huve grcat hopes
of secing them some time next year.
1 hape Lhe concert will be o great Auc-
eesa.  Are you taking part in it?—
Cousin Kate.] -

+ + +

Tear Consin Kate,~T am morry for
not writing hefore.  ¥e break up school
Thursday, and then we will have about
eight woeekw' holidays. FE I get a prize
1 will tell you next time 1 write what
1 gel it for. 1 was thirteen years old
on November 18. T will tell you all the
preventn [ pot: Two bangles, four baoka,
m wreent hottle, a little pin tray, n little
pilver hox, and an ornament. Wasn't
that A nier lot? Iave you neen Misa
Winnie Topping yet? | went to see &
play cailed “Led Riding Hood” the other
night; it wan wo pretty, Are you going
nwny for your holidays? I am poing to
stay with my aunt in Wellington. I
am going by boat this time; we wilk
leave here about a fortnight from to-
day. Are you fond of wilk wormat Ome
of my little fricudas gave me some the
other day. Please, Courin Kate, will
vou excumd all these amudges? Wihat
kind of wenther are you having in Auck-
lapd junt now? it in veey hot over here.
Do ynu think that 1 am too old to wrile
to the Coyring’ Page? 1 think that the
bont wo ore going in i the Monowal,
Do you know if it ia & nice boat?! lave
Fou ever been in P! 1 want to wish
you & merry Christmas and s happy

New Year. I can't think of anything
else to say, 8o I must stop; with lots of
love for yourself and ail the cousins
from MARJORIE,

{Dear Cousin Marjorie,—You are not
a hit too old to write to us. Some of the
cousins orly left off when they grew up
and went out so much that they had not
time to write. You certainly did have
& lovely lot of presents. 1 have not seen
Miss Topping yet. They open here on
Boxing Night, and I hope to =ee her
then. I lLave never travelied in the
Monowai, but I have always heard she
wag very comfortable. T hope you will
enjoy yourself in Wellington; let's hops
that it is cooler there than it is here.
The heat in Aunckland is simply awful;
everyone seems to be gasping for breath.
1 used to love silk-worina and had hun-
dreds of them, but I gave it up after a
while, it was 30 hard getting fresh
leaver for them every day.~—Cousin
Kate.]

+ & &

' Dear Cousin Kate,—I am writing you
this 48 & Christmas letter, and [ hope
you will have a very merry Christmas
and a happy New Year. Our day school
picnic is to be held at Motutapu on
Thursduy next, and I am looking for-
ward to a jolly time. Are you going
away for your Chriatmas holidays? On
Sunday it was Fsaie’s birthday, and one
day last week she had a ecroquet party
and we lhad such fun. Did you go to the
regatia on Saturday? It was a lovely
day for it, dou't you think? We could
see all the yachts pasing by from our
verandali; it was such a preity sight.
We held an exhibition at our Sunday
school lest month, and Essie and T won
many prizes. Fssie pot first prize for
the most original pin-cushion, which she
worked as a spider web, and she got
Bix octher first prizes and a second. She

. got two firat prizes for cushions, onas

done in ribben work and the other huck-
a-buck work. Twe picturea of chalk-
drawing in black and white, which she
drew, teook first and seeond. The talle
decorating was great fun. Five entered
for competition on Thuraday evening,
and Lssie was among the competitors.
They were all allowed one hour and a
quarter for the decorating. and then
the people who were in the exhibition
room {the Sunday school}) were let into
the ciiurch, where the tables stood, to
vote for the beat, On entering the
exhibition on Fridey night, the first
thing we saw was Kssie's name top on
the black-board with 04 votes npainat
the gecond comer’s 25 and the third
one's 24 Cousin Lyn got aeveral prizes,
one was for winiing the bYun-eating com-
petilion. I got first for a bhend-sewn
pinnfore. Wishing all the cousing =
happy Christines, [ will nnw conclude
Youra sincerely, Cousin GWEN.

{Dear Cousin Gwen,—llave you ever
been ta Motutapu before! It is such
& vety prety place. Seven or eight of us
eamped down there once, and one of the
girls waa frightenod of the ostriches,
gnd whe ran 8o fust that rhe never look-
ed where she wan going ao ahe fell into
the sheep dip. You never maw auch a
pight in your life; we lauphed till we
were quite ill. I am not geing away

. for my holiday till afler Chrisimas, I

anm gind Ksaic's parly was such s suc-
corg; did mhe bhave mice birthday pre-

senta? What s claver girl she is to ba
able to win all those prizea, Weren't
¥you proud of hert 1 am glad you got
one, too. Last Saturday was just a per-
fect day for the regatta. I did not go
to see it, but | saw most of the boats
from the ferry boat going ts North
Shore, We went there to asee if we
could got cool.—Cousin Kate.]

* +

Dear Consin Kale,—Wasn’t it & shame
it wan wet for the Floral Fete! 1 waa
80 disappointed, because I had made all
preparations to go. Are you fond of
reuding? 1 have just finished a mice
book called “Infelioe,” You seem to be
getting a lot of new cousins lztely, don’t
you? Are you fond of chickens? We
have just got some out. I don’t think
there is any more news. Love to yourself
and afl the Cousine—EILEEN.

{Dear Cousin Eileer.—It was a great
disappointfnent te see so many people; the
Floral Fete was spoili, of course, and so
many had worked a0 hard. I went, and
pgot wet through, and did not see very
much either; moat of the exhibits had
1ot for home before we arrived. Isu’t
it rather too late for chickena to come
out now? Won't the heat be too much
for them? Tast year onec lot of ours
came out the week before Xmae, and
they all died. I love reading, and get
through a lot of books. 1 read “Infelice’
Yyears and years ago; so long ago that I
have almost forgotten what it is about.—
Cousin Kate.t

* *+ &

Dear Cousin Kate,—May 1 become one
of your little cousins. I enjoy reading
the letters in the “Graphie”™ and would
like to see mine in the paper. 1 am ten
years old, and I have on» hrother,- who
iz eight, There are just the two of us.
I am very fond of animala. I have sever-
al of my own; a pony called Babs, a dog
Spot, a black lamb, and a cat. Tha
other night 1 got & young kingfisher. It
i8 not very pretty now, but it will be as
it geta older. Would you please give me
2 name for it. 1 think I must close now,
wishing you a very merry Christmas and
a hoppy New Year, with love from
Cousin BERYL. B.5.—Would you pleass
eend me & badge? :

[Dear Cousin Beryt,—We are always
very glad to have new Cousine, 1 thiok
I am fond of animals too—at least some
animals. I must say I am not very fond
of cats, but I tove harses better tham
anything. Young kingfishers are funny
looking things—aren't they!—so heaky
and clumsy looking. T think Rex would
he a vory goad name for it, don’t you!
But ¥ did not 1hink you could tame them.
T have only reen it tried twice, and bhoth
times ihe hirds died. 1 hope you will be
more fortunate. Thanks for the good
wishea, The same to you, and very
mony of lhem.—Cousin Kate.}

* &+ @

Denr Cousin Kate,—Mny I be ane of
yenwe little Courina. T po to the Convent
achool, T like schonl very much. 1 like
locking at Buster Brown, He's not very
noughty. It will ba Christmas wery
firon, nnd T am not sorry. Dear Cousin
Kate, will you mend me a pale blue
badge? It is my brother Fred'a and my
favourite colonr. It is nearly ten o'clock
in the night, and it is roining and blew-

Ing outside, sa I am glad to ba indoork
Good-bye, with love to all the Coumnp
and yourself—From cousin FEN.

[Dear Coupsin Fen,—Of course you may
become & Cousin, and I have ment you
% blue badge. Blue is my favourite col-
our teo. .1 don't think Buster in quils
as naughty as he used to be. He is im-
proving. All those apabkings are doing
him good. I uerd to think Christmag
time waa the loveliest part of the year,
but T am not quite so sure about it now.
The weather is so dreadfully hot. I feel
Just aB if [ were melting. What a fun-
ny time to write letters at 10 p.m., and
what were you deing up at such an hour?
You ought te have been in hed and
asleep hours before. You wijl never
grow big if you don't go to hed early,
Want of sleep stunts the growth.—Cou-

sir Kate,]

Doctor Sum and Doctor Rain.

Within a Country meadow a DBlossom
hung its head,
"Twaa plain that it was very sick, and
soon would droop and fade.
Its stalk was iimp and bending, its leaves
no more were bright,
And its face, once, O, 50 boony, was now
. a sorry sight.

There were two clever Doctors. The one
was Doctor Sun, -

And the other Doctor Rain—he was =
most illustrious one,

They held = consultation, and they were
soon agreed

That the little drooping Blossom of their
skill was sore in meed.

Said Doctor Sun, “I much regret I have
80 busy been - N

That I fear I have neglected this little
plot of green.

*Tia very plain this little Flower needs
some warm beams of mine,

And then 'twill brighten up quite soon,
and cease %0 droop and pine!

“1’ll send aome down to-moTrow, 80 warm
and bright and sweet;

*Tig & medicine never kuown to fail—all
flowers are fond of it.

It acts on them like magie, they aoon
lift up the head, -

And toss themselves quite saucily though
they were like to fade.

“Then, Doctor Rain, I think that you
have got some little drops,

So sweet and cool and pleasant—at once
the fever atops.

B0 when she’s had my medicine I'll giva
her to your care,

And between us both the mischiof I am
sure we'll soon repair.”

8o Doctor Sun sent down his beams, and
ere had passed an hour

There was a marked improvement in
the little drooping flower;

The fuce began to brighten, its head it
lifted up,

And there was gquite & saucy dimple ja
ita little cup. .

Then Noctor Rain sent down a shower
to freshen ita aweet face,

And very soon that flower became a
thing of light and grace.

And all the other flowers said there was
no doubt whatever

That Doctor Sun and Doctor Rain were
both exceeding clever,

—Frank Ellis.

Father: Here is a plate of cherries.
Hold out your hand, Charlotie, acd 1
will give you one. .

Charlotte: Ounly one? Give me a hand-
ful. 1
Father: What'a the use of eating more

.than one?! They're all the same Havour.

When Mosquitoes annoy you
remembet how usetul, either for pre.
wenting the attack of thesc and other
intects, or antiseptically cleansing their
bites, 80 many people have

) "
Calvert's
20 °/, Carbolic Soap.

Ttie alio pleasant and refreshing for
bath or toilet, and & good safeguard
against jnfectious diseasen,

9 Sold by mit Chewrists and Store,

ﬁlﬂe by F.C.Calvert & Co., Manchester, Eng.




