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fect typr of straightforward, honest,
phicky sollier, it would be impossible to
meet with,  After some diacussion he
and I arrived at the conclusion that tha
bedraonm key which 1 had 8o carefully pug
in mmy pocket had evidently a duplicate
which wre in the possessjon of poor Mrs
Cridian’a dastardly and secret enemy. In
my heart of hearts, I at once fantened my
suApivions on the fizure in the yellow
drapery. Mrs Cridlan’s  Indian  maid,
whoem she trusted, and whom 1 had only
dimly ween pliding with atealthy footateps
alanyg the corridors. A desire seized me
Lo wet her now, st omee, and make up my
minil, by the study of her dusky face,
exactly how far I need suspect her.

“Fhe Genernt wuvlertocok to have her
foumil, and to send her up to her mis-
trews' room on some errand or other, so
that T might gratify my curiosity.

“Lhree minutes later she eame in, quiet,
silent, very respectful: swathed  from
hend to foat in her yeftow draperies. Bhe
wax very dark complexioned inileed,
Tather taller than the average Hindoe,
with ugly hony hanids, and long thin feet
thrust into felt slippers, and of the nsual
sharp, thin fentured type we are all
familinr with. HBut my scrutiny of her

_revealed nothing new. 1 wsuspected her
¥apuely, just £ much a4 ever, and
found my»sclf wondering haw in the workd
elie cunldd have wmanazed to huy the viru-
lent poisen in sullicient guantity to do
the horrible damage vhe had already done.

“ Uneecasing  watchfulness  was, of
courst, just a3 much a part of my duty
as the melieal treatment whieclh I had
mapped out for my patient: ancther
dose or two, such as she had had thai
morning, and she would be beyond the
seach pf human skill. Tt was therefore
agreed hetween ihe General and myself
that until the arrival of the nurse omne of
uz At least would alwayas be in the
room.

'] had had a reply the same afternoon
from the nurse, whn, however, could not
he at "The Priory’ until Christmas morn-
fng, which meant two nights and one day
of unceasing, unremitting watehfulness.

“The General was an able and faith-
ful ally, and the firsi night und the next
day parsed quietly enough. During that
. day the reply had cowe from Baombuy.
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Mr. Cridlan had telegraphed, ‘Very anxi-
oun, seil home by firut possible steamer.’

"My patient on the second evening
seemed perhaps s trile easier and even
inclined to sleep.

“That second might was bitterly eold
—regular Christmas weather some jovial
people would have called it~—but there
was nothing festive in our hearts, as
you may well lmagine: however, a cheer.
ful blaze brought a Lhought of cosiness
to the place. The General had had
his nnp, and & couple of hours on the
sofa had made a pew man of him.
1 had spent those two hours cogitating
on this strange mystery which surround-
ed me, trying to find mome plhusible
molution to  the tragedy which was
threatening that poor young wowman,
who looked eo frail and se helplers in
the great fonr-poster. RBut I was tired
out; the night before T had not closed
my eyes, abd when the General took
posnension of the big armchair by the
fire, and wvacated the sofa, I was glad
encugh to stretch myself upon it. I
remember the last glimpse T had of the
room just before T dropped off to eleep.
My patient was dozing fairly quietly.
with only an occasional, faint moan
from her feverish lips, the bed and she
heraclf were in complete daskness. In
front of the fire the General sat in the
bLig Queen Arnne chair, with the *“Times"”
sprend out before him, and a shaded
reaiding lamp lighting up his pleasant,
rather pompous face and ‘the white
newspaper. Then all was obllivion. . .

Buddenly T woke. Something  had
arpcused me—something—I could not tell
whut—had happened in that room, a
second ago, and had raused me to wake,
not hecause T had had encugh sleep,
but beeause I was rouzed quite sud-
denly.

I looked about me, the General was
wtill reading his paper—he, evidently, had
heard nothing. Then I looked at my
patient. he wns awake. 1 could just
aee her in the distant gioom of the great
room, as she raised herself on her el-
how, and reached out her hand fer the
glass of bharley water T mysedf had
prevared for her,

“That certain something which had
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roused me from my slecp, had done it
moat effectunlly and had cleared my
faculties a6 suddenly ms it had chased
away my sleep.
facultics, terribly on the alert, which
in spite of the apparently unaltered
eondition of the room caused me to
spring almost at a bound to my patient’s
bedwide and to snatch the gluss from
her hand, at the very moment that she
already conveyed it to her lips. She
uttered s faint scream of fright. In
her weakened condition my sudden ac-
tion bad terrified her, her cheeka be-
came even more livid than formerly,
and she sank unconscicus om her pil-
few,

“Care for her tock up some little
time, then only could 1 reply to the
General’s anxious gquery:

“‘Some one has been in this room
while T was aaleecp,’ T eaid. -

“‘Impossible, 1 sat facing the door,
and was futly awnke the whole time.?

“‘And yet there is arsenic in tlis
barley water, which I myself mixed,
tasted, and placed on this tabie, just be-
fore I lay down on that sofa.’

“The (ieneral said mothing for a mo-
meut, but I saw that look creep into
his eyes, which sometimes comes in the
eyca of brave men, when the fear of the
supernatural first takes hold of their

nerves. Even I could not repress a
shudder, I took up the glazs again.
There certainly was: nothing super-

natural in the virulent poison which lay
within it. 1t was there, tangible enough
both to emell and taste, and sirong
enough this time to bave eanded with
one stroke the feeble life thaf still flick-
eredt—but oh! mo feebusy.

“Impatient at the slowness of the re-
suits, or afraid of our watchfulness the
next day, when the nurse would arrive,
the inurderer had wished to end it ahl
now, to-night, at once. Again I shud-
dered—then I went to the door, and
peered out into the passage; it was
dark and molitary. I knew now which
was the Hindoo woman's room, Leaving
the CGenernl in charge, 1 went to her
door, very ~uietly, and listened; it seem-
ed to me that I heard the mound of re-
gular brecthing—then T tried the handle

It wae one of those -

—the door was locked, but a voive from
within whispered very soitly in Hindoos
stanse; .

“‘Who goes theret

“Aud thus ended our Christmus eve®
added the Docior grimly.

“I don’t think that any human being
ever welcomed another quite xo effusively
as 1 welcomed the nurse when she came
on that memorable Chtistinas morning.

“Big, chubby, fresh and rather loud,
Nurse Dawson breught an air of Christ-
mas fealivily with her. Though not an
idenl narse in an ordinary sick room, she
wad just the right sort of person to dis-
pel the atmouphere of weird superstition
which had begun to envelop us both.

“As briefly as possible [ put Nursa
Lawson au fait of all the events which
had happened since first I had charge
of the cave, and she entered into my
plans, which I had formulated during the
small hours of the morning, with energy
and enthusiasm, '

"By now, my mind was made up. It
was the Hindoo woman, I felt sure, act-
ing for some motive I could not now
fathom, who wis slowly poisoning her
mistress. It was shie who last night had
daringly outwitted us and—who knows?
—had perhaps with her cat-like step
actually dared to enfer and cross the
room unperceived Ly the General,

"There was a certain hour in the even-
ing, nbout nine o’clock, when I had, both
eveninga previcusly, moticed the Hindeo
woman taking a stroll in the garden. On
this I had based my plan. Chance fav-
oured me, she mede no exception on
this Christmas nigh{. There was moon-
Tight, and aoon after nine I saw her in
her yellow draperies walking alowly,
along the paths.

“The two men were at that hour busy
in the kitchen; the General having in-
sisted on some semblance @f Christmas
cheer we three faithful atténdants had
a clear fleld in the house. Quickly and
dexterously Nurse Dawson wrapped the
patient in a blanket, then, aided by the

" (feneral, together they carricd her ta
Nurse's room, . :

“Nawnacen remained to watch beside her,
whilst the General and 1 returned to the
big bedroom. 1n two minutea I had un-

HEAR

gu it efects a Cowplete Cure.

become chranle, nor censumption to develop.
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1ts heuling power I8 muorveilous,
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COUGHS, BRONCHITIS, ASTHMA & CONSUMPTION,

Has the Largest Sale of any Chest Medicine in the World.

Thoee who have taken th!s mediclne &t¢ amazed at its wonderful Infinence,
of Brenthiug, Hoarancss, Palo cr Sorsoess 1o the Chest, experlence dellgbtful and Immedlate tellef; and to those who are subject to Colds on the Chest it la luvaluable,

It la moat comforting ia allaying irritation 1n the tRrcat and glviug strength to the volce, end M uelther gllows a Coupl e
Consumption has never bevn Encwn to exlst wwhere

“Couglsa” have besen properly

ahould be without it, ae, taken at the beglunlug, = doee l¢ geoerally suilclent, and & Complete Cure i8 certaln.

QUEENSLAND TESTIMONY,

From Brisbane Wholesale Chemists

We
spokon

often  ‘hear

well of.

your Tranchltis

with neet vemnrkahle result, the chlld Le-
lng guite cured In three doses.—We are,
talthnliy 4,

TITOMASON. CUIATER, and Cn,,

00 Queen-gtreet, Drlsbane,

BRONCHITIS.

A Bydney gentleman is so satiafled
with Hearne's Bronchitls Cure that

he sends o snpply to London,

Mr. W._ 1. Hearne

Care
A gentleman told ne to-
day thnat he had glven it to a cblld of his

Lear 8ir,—I om in
eeecipt uf youv favour of the 27(h Lost, L
which Fui wekuowleldge my order for Broa-

r yalunble preparation. My !
and thnt in connectlon
o-yeav-oll son, hns beeua pre-
cminently gatisfactary, aul I ghiall eantluue
ta highly recomimeml it for both nld and
youag, aud T olfer you the nze nf this Iet-
ter should you deem {t worth the uslng.—
Yours truly,
HERBERT E. WIII
Uliolmsdale,” Bow reet,
Kuensington, Byduey, K.B.W.

ASTHMA, .

veuted,
own

st

Two Obatinate Cases Cuored ‘hy-
Hearne's Bronchitis and
Asthma Cure.

After other treatment had failed.

My W. . ITearne. Dear 8ir,—1t Is with
mitel thunkfulnees I wrile to bt you know
ihat 1 have token three lottles of your

Bufferers froem any form of Broochitis, Cough

treated with thla medlicine,

Difficu'ty,

Aethma te
No housa

been for a fortnight at a time without mov-
ina day uvr nlght ot of my ebalr, 17 1 wont
to bed I was not able to le down. We
came to New Zenland about three years

agoe from iswania. Oue of iy uncies
there suffered with asthna for a number
of yeurs till be took your cure aliout flve

Feara ago. wRd bas never had tha asthma
ginge. 1 Buew this, but it bod passed out
of wy mind until reading your adverlise-
meut In some Tasmanlan papers Lrongat
1t to my memory. 1 told my husband, nnd
he got your cure for me, which-1 have tnk-
en with completely satlsfactory repuit.-—
Yours vespectively, .
W . McCNOMHEE,
Moszlel, New Zezland.

A Child Seven Monthas Old—A
Snfferer from Birth.
Cured by a Bottle of Hearne's
Bronchitis Cure.

chitls Cure ns aoouz ns possible,
not speak above a whisper, owing to o cold.
I had a bottle from yvu Lefore for my Nile
girl when she was seven months o!d,
Lad been anffering from Lronchitis frem her
Lirtlk, and wow she 13 three years old, aud
has not had a veturn of its since.
splendid
vl any sort.—l remaln, yours truly,

vived great benetit
Hrouehitls Cure,
anved my
Hranchitis belote toklug It.

ns T can-
Sha

it 1e a

nmedlelne for Lronehitls or colds

A H. RAMAUE,
Violet Town, Vietorla.

ACUTE HREONCHITIS.

Life Saved by Hearne's Bronchitis

Cure.
Mr. W, . Hearne. Dear Sir 1 hara
muorh pleasure In statlng that 1 have de-

fram  taking Hearne's
Can confidently sny it ham
1 was a4 martyr to Acnte
I Lrust ihis

fe,

ehitly Unre to b sent to my porculs 'n | Bronchitls nand Asthma Cure, 1 had pre- fetter wlll Induce othery to try !t.—Yours
Landan from your Livernnnl Depot. 1 am |viously suffered terribly from nsthma for traiy, .

mure their Anunal Brouchinl mitacks wi | ghout theee yonrs, and hnd trled everythlog. Me. W. @, Hearne., Denr Slr.—Kindly E. F. BROTHERTON,

be prentiy rebeved, If wut cured of pre- [and had mdvlee, but without avall, 1 bl |forward me & swall bottle of Four Brou- 223 Chapel-street, Prabran, Vietorls.
) —_—
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Beware of Imitations!
unprincipled persons to make Imitations, each calling his medicine ''Bronchlitls Qure,”

—_——

The grent success of HEARNE'S BRONOHIT!S OURE, has Induced A number of

with the object of

daculving the simple-minded, and s0 getting a sale for an Imitatlon which has nano of tha benoficlal sffects

that HEARNE'S BRONOHITIS OURE has.

Consequently it has bhecome necessary to draw your attantion to this

fact, and to request you In your own Interasts to be partioular to ask for HEARNE'S and to see that you get It

HEARNE'S BRONCHITIS OURE,

Emmalill 8ixze, 2/8; Large Size, 4/0.

Sold by Ohamists and Medicine Vendors, and by tha

Propristor, W, Q. HEARNE, Ohamist, Geslong, Victoria. Forwarded to any Address, when not obtalnable locally.

NOTICE.—Hearne's Bronchlitls Cure No. 1a does NOT contaln any polson within the meaning of the Ach
it ie equally beneficlal for the youngost chllid and the most aged person,



