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rates.” Lucky are those of ue living in
the metropilitan area who find our pre.
cepty for Uonr and Cieneral Distrivt rotes
work out at much under 8/ in the £ on
the ruteable value of our houwses, which
in five-wixths of the computel rental
valng, - In many parisvhes the rutes run
up to the aeighbourhood of 10/ in the
priud, and in one or two instances they
huve risen as high as 12/. Blame for
these heavy rates is usually laid upen
the London Connty Councit, but though
undnubtedty the Conneil has hren in
Bomne mweasnre to blame for the increase,
and may not always have obtuinel for
the ratepayers good value for money,
tiwe real callae of our present heavy bur-
den of lueal taxation is undoubtedly to
e directly traced to the reckless ex-
penditure, wanton waste, and dishonest
prictices whirh obtain in connection with

toral dealings with the monies raised

for poor law anild munieipal purposes.
The Lecal Government Board inquiry
inta the West Ham and Peplar scandals
diseleosed conilitions ¢f extravagance, cor-
ruption, laxity, anda ecarclessness in the
wilministrution of poor law and muni-
cipal funds that were positively siard-
ling. Now the Board ju inquiring into
the milninistration of the Poor Law by

ihe Mile Emd Board of Guardians, and

we are getling wmore “revelations.” Baths
wurth at the outside £6 apiece have
been paid for at £11 or £12 each, druin-
age wourk that woold have been “'fat™
for the contracter at £60, has cost
£ 165, general painting and varaishing
work worth, well done, £25 has been
paiil for at Lthree times that rate though
“weamped,” amd the carting of whnt could
not have been at the ntmost more than
8 Inads of rubbish bas been cliargel and
paid for as 47 loads, {m one job the
contenctor seot in a hill for hanping 201
pieees of paper. and such was the cheek
kept on him that it was not until the au-
ditur wfi the Loval Government Board
sommenced  {o  inquire  within  that
it was discovered thut 92 pieces only
nad lween nsed. Tie same inquisitor dis-
covered that the contractor had charged
for two wmen as working 8 hours fixing
8 tiles on a cottage. and for another
energetie couple the time charged in the
bhill rendered to the puardians was 9
hours, in which time they had actually
fixedd 20 tiles.. Another little job which
should have been done in a few hours
took, aveording to  the contracter’s
charges, 37 hours work hy a bricklayer
Amd i kdieurer. In other instances the
gnardians were charped for five and six
times asg much material as could have
bren fairiy useid on jobs, work waa gross-
¥ overmeasured, and approximately the
charges for men's time were in most
inveatigated, double what they
should have been. Contractors, indeed,
geen tn have done what they liked, how
ther liked, and to have churped whatever
el grood to them. How long this sert
w Dias bren paing on o nhe knows,

e LATB. ingquiry  apparently  only
covers the past I8 months or twe years,
arl in that time the Mile End ratepayers
have heen tobbed of thousands in the
opprrepate. And Mile” End is not the
onty parish that haw suffered through
the carelessness aml pegligence of ita
elevted guardians amd paid oflicials,  As
au instance of the sort of money wasting
that goes on in many uniens, it may
be mentiomed that not king ago & newly-
appuinted, and “keen” young guardian
aliscoversd that though, on the averapge,
there were between 70 and R0 aore-
bl paupers in the workhouse dmng
nothing clicty, the officials of the an-
avxed intirmary found it neeessary teo
entploy vutside Jabour rt 23/ a werk to
keep the proumls tuly.

Another glering instance of Poor Law
extravaganee came tn light recently. The
Hammersmith Workhouse was nctuslly
fitted up with electric applianees which
were befused by the authorities for Buck-
ingham Didace as leing teo costly,

+ ¢+

THE WRIGHT BROS/!
PLANE.

canen

AERDO-

Tar war emrespimdent of the iy
Telewvaps ™ has been Davine o tall i
s oue of the Famous Wit
Hr Lof weropbone eelebnity, aned hay

to the comlisaon that they (]
wovadl tine pranleas of aerial thphit. He
iy it s eapalile of abun:lint prast
thal vhe Wrichits have far years heen
witerrsstal exponenty of “pleting ™ in
tie air. amd rhat latterly each in torn
ha-duven aomotor inpelied aeraplane for
n the nir, whedting and turping
at will. The Worizhia ate dessiherd as
“quivt, 1eserved young gentlemen, whe

[

ra
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alwolutely strive to aveid publicity and
whun anything iike notorety, either for
themselves or for their epoch-making in-
vention.” ‘Ihey began work as cycle-
mukers, but tecame interested in aerial
provlems, aud took to experiimenting,
lirnt with kiten and then with ™ gligers.”
They sumbied the Hight of various birds,
Irgin the buezard ty the gull, and made
many typen of * gliders,” sume like bird’'s
wings of variouy shapes, and others like
great box-Kites. With great courage
and ekill they practised jumping ot
from heights on  these gliders,
learned tg balanee and wontrol them im
the air. Gradually, and ndt without
many minor mishaps, they evolved a
type of glider with which they could ob-
tain perfect control. They cou'd make
it lurn to left ro right, could raise or
lewer it at will, and could depend om
its abaolute atability.

Then they turned their attention te
motor-ehgines, and after many experi-
ments adapted nne to snit their especial
requirements. Fvery change that was
nmde, either in the aeroplaue or in the
motor, was carried out with their own
hands, 30 that their secret s still their
own. The Wright aeroplane has a long,
nairow framework, covered with a 30ft.
weh of cotten, a few feet above which a
similar ship extvends, both being held
equi-distant in a light frame, stitfened
by supperts. The Wrights deelare that
learning to control one of their aero-
planes can be aveomplished Ly any per-
son, and it can be acquired quirker than
the art of riding a bicyele. Indeed, Mr.
Wilbur Wright asgured tae " Telegrapn ™
correspomlent that a man enule wearn
to drive his aeroplane " saTely Gad se-
enrely # with less” than half the etfort
that the novice puts forth in learning to
ride a bieyele. Hoth of the Wrights
have flown distances of over 24 miles
with their small machines, at a speed
greater than that attained by any dirig-
ibie balloon. They ran stop-amd stars
their engine in the air, alight safely with
the propellers at res?, and in a word,
cnntrol their machine. They hive found
it advisable not’ to potent their inven-
tion, nor to diselose its details, but they
are prepared to sell it to x (fovernment,
that will pay their price, and they under-
take to prove all that is claimed for
their aeroplame.  And it all that is
ciaimed for it is frue, then surely it is
unly a matler of time before huandreds
nf uplicates rre manufactured, and man-
kind ot last shares with the birds the
deminion of the air. -

Mr. Peter Hewitt, a {airly weil-known
Americun inventor, ¢laims to bave de-
gigned and buill a buat, or gliding crait,
which will solve the problem of going
sixty miles an hour at sea, and bring
New York, when the model s perfected,
within thirty hours ot Laverpool, In
apprarance Mr. Hewitt’s rough model,
whirh i3 capuble of helding twe men,
hardly looks like a boat, but it is a
witer-horne structure nevertheless, and
is prapelled by a gasclene motor, work.
ing n serew. It iy really n development
of the well-known va run type of
Loat of the Fiji lylaaters, but instead
of parvallel Jops of smooth timber, cigar-
shaped arcangements are atiacled to the
hull of the vessel, by means of which
the catamuaran glides over the water.
They are well-constructed wteel planes,
taking the pi of the logs of timber
in the eatamaran, and these planes ure
attached to the eraft by steel arms,
Muany prople may refuse to take hia
jdea sericunly, but he claims to have
pone 38 miles an hnur at sca with one
man aboard, aml with a two hundred
feet maslel he  guarantess a mile a
minute. Nome American experta in ma-
rine propulsion aay that Mr. Hewitt has
hit the ball's-eve this time, and sheuld
e cneouraped to continue  his experi-
ments. 1f he cannat apply the lea to
Lig linees, he may. it iy said. constrmet
a crafl of lghtning speed which weukl
e wmupped up by the Navy for war puar-
o,

Justin Met'arthy wlf n reminisernt
wlory of the late 1Tenrvy Ward Reoeher,
Mr Heecler entered  Plymonth Chureh
one Momlay oand fmnd several letters
awaiting him, e opened ane and Bl
it cantained the  sinele word “Fool”
Quictly and with heeoming  serion-ne=4
he announced (o the eongregation the
faet in These words, “I have known
many Aan instance of A mau writing o

Letter aml forgetting to sirn his wmame,
but this ia fles omly instanee T have veer

known of a4 man <igning his unme aud
furgetting te write the leter”

" The Braemar Gathering.

- The Braemar gathering marks the
zenith of the Scotch seasom, bhut this
year, owing to the almence of the King
and Queen, it will again he shorn of some

of its brillianey, writea “A Society But-

terfly” in “M.A.P.”

The Princess Royal Park, where the
rpurts are now held, is a flat, twelve-
acre field, and from the players’ point
of view iy no doubt be better than the
wild pince of ground formerly lent by
Colonel Farqubarson, But we anlockers
wmiss the broad green strath, the rushing
waters af the Dee, and the sight of In-
vercauld Cistle—in fact, the whole seens

lay bhecome anore conveational.  The
sliow heging about mnoon, but smart
soviety does not arriec till two, and

Royully seldom appcars before 3.30, As
soon as the Koyal party are sctiled im
their heatlier-decked pavilion, the proces-

sion ia led off by - the Ral-
waral  Highlanders. - Ilistory repeata
itself in  these feudal gatherings,

Michie is in cemmand, the King's piper,
Camplell, leads the fife and dram band,
and Charles Macintosh acts as standard-
bearer.  The men are mostly young,
strong, strapping fellows, and they wear
the full-dress kil and plaid of royal red
tartan, with buttens and brooclies of
solid silver,  Amethysts and topazes are
profusely used as oroaments, and in the
boRnets appear as a badge the oak leaf
wnd thistle. Each maa swings a Loch-
aber axe om his shoulder. A complete

uniform ig said to cost over £20. Then
follow the Duft men, and the rear ia
brought up by the Farguharsons, The

Iufi Highlanders swing past with their
Laclge, a holly sprig, dressed in red tar-
tans, and with savayge-looking pikes in
their hands. Their pipes play “The
Tuke of Fife's March,” and they carry a
green silk banner, with the Duke’s arms,
which are supported by two nude figurces.

Kext march the Farquharsor men, in
dark green tartan, with the sapruce badge
in their bornets, and thy claymere, “the
preat sword of Scotland,” in their hand,
leal by their chief himself, Colonel Faz-
quliarson of Invercauld. Once upon a
time Halmoral was the home of the Far-
guharsons, and the clun’s oll motto ran:
“We force nae friend, we fear nae foe”
The sports consist of wrestling, running,
Ligh leapws, dancing, hammer-throwing,
cuber-tassing—or “throwing the nti\:k,"
as it is described by southern trippera—
and also piping, this lase prevumably
first-rate, as tradition declares that l:,ach
perforner must hwlong to the sixth
generation of pipe-players. :

(Jn these ovcasious the Prince of Walea

, usually wears the Balmoral turtan, now

rather darker than when it was designed
by the Prince Comsort. The Princess
]{-nyal apd the Duke of ¥ife are wont to
drive up in fine style, in a hig 'uarmmh_e,
drawn by four Lorses, ridden by postil-
Jions, and preeeded by an outrider, alt
the wervants wearing the dark green du-
cal liveries. The Hoyalties prescnt sesn
always to take keen interest in the pro-
cecdings, The FPrince of Wales con-
versen with kome of the older clansmen,
and the Hoyal children, eapecially Pr_inv
cexs Mary, laugh keartily at the amusing
incidents which seem sufe to occur in the
vourse of the competitions. A bLall or
twn is usually held in honour of the
Rracinar gathering.  'FThen may be secn
a Lriliiant sight, the wmen wearing futl-
dreewed Highland costume, with  gey
kilts, richly mounted sporrans, the glim-
mer of silver on brocch and dirk, m_n!,
here and there. an eagle’s feather, which
is wern only Dby the chieftain. The
women apprar in iovely frm'.ks—oﬁ._en
white or bLlack—with perbaps a silk
gearf in clan tartan.

1t is extimated that the fertile lands
af the globe amount to 2H00 0 agquare
miles, the steppes to 1ROUG,000, and the
deserts o LOOMOON.  Fixing 207 prrons
Lo the square mile for fertile lands, 10
for ateppes and 1 for deserts as the
preatest population that the varth ronld
proprrly  nourisin, I'rofessor Ravensicin
aerives at thr conclusion that when the
mamber of  inlabitants  seaches  srbout
OO0, the enrth will be peoplel to
its full eapacity. At present it eontains
somewhat more than ond:pagter of
that owber, If the rate of
shown by the jatest censna statisties
shankl be uniformly maintained, Profes-
sor Ravenstein shows that the globe
would be fully peopled about the year
2072—about a century and & balf heace.

increase -

“ROARING RAILA™ o

One of the subjeets discissed at & TO4
cent Engineering Congress had reference
to what may be termed @ railwaz phee
nomenon, the explanation snd surmounts
ing of which has ba!fed moust experienced
experimentalists and engineers.
touches the comfort of railway traweks
lers closely, as it affects the quiet rume
ning of trains or tramway cars over steek

tails.  All countries are affected. Nearly
all lines suffer im wvaried degree. ‘Llie
tronble ar2es [vom roaring rails. Thi

picturesque enphonism has ithe merit o
descriptive mceuracy. The raily affect-
ed when traims pass over them set 1;{
a noise like the chattering of tecdth,

ean be detected at once by the {rained
ear, The ordinary traveller simply com-
plains of n- npisy train. Thiy noisa
arises from the fact that on some rails
there develops in time a series of irregus
lar knohs or projections, which, although
they are only a quarter of a mullimetra
in height, cauxe all the noise. They:
are not due to wear. .'They extend
sometimes above the original surface of
the rail like warts on the flngers of a

hand. They have long been known to
railway engineers, hut when power tram-
ways w commencwd the elevtricians,

with that ealm assumption of orlginality
even in diflicultivs, thought they had hik
upon something new and traceable to the -
power used.  But the roaring rail wag
so named in India, and oceurs equally
on railways on icy mountaing and on
sunny plains. workeid with stean enginea
and with very varied density of ‘ruife, .
The only result of very extensive ex-
periment ani investigation is to supgest
rather than to prove that the knobs are
due to pounding consequent on vibration |
caused by the passage of wheels over
them. But this does nat ge far. )

An Irishman named Hickey, who wad
killed by a blew oun he head recently,
wus found, on surgical exnmination, te
have had a skull no thicker in some
places than Dlotting paper. 'This Te<
calls a story of an altercation between
two natives of Dublin at Dounybrook
Fair. There was the usual exclange of
shillelah empliments, and the skull of
ene was sinashed. Al the trial of the
vietorious youth, a surgeon tesiified that
the vietim’s tewiporal bone was as thin
almost ax an egg-shell.  Nevertheless,
O'Sullivan was denvicted of homicide,
and when asked il he had anything to
gay before sentence, he simply vemarked
to the judge, * Yer honour, l'm sorry
about this thing, but you hexrd what
the doctor said about the unfcrtunata
young man, an’ [ leave it to yer homour,
now, if that was any kind of a head te
go o & fair with in lreland.”

ZEATAND

ATCKLAKD AGRICULTURAL  SITOW.®
NOVEMHRXR “8th and 30th, 1007, °
Hulitay Excursion ‘Fickets witl be issued
from any stntlon to Anckinm! ou Nouvember
2Rth oond HMh, and by trains arriving Auck-

T RALLWYAY®

|N.E w

lnnd pot later thap 1,14 pon. 0w Novem-
ber Jofh, avatlable for return op toe wnd
Jocluding FUIDAY, Docember Gtho

THUKSDAY, ZHth NOVEMHRER, 107,

Bpeclal triuny to convey live stock &ed
exhiblte, with car attached, will jenve Cane
brulge and Te Awamutu for Ancklind at
T aam.; Frankten 856 non., arelving
Kemuera abont 415 poo.

RATIIRDAY, Jarh N&YEMBREHR, 1075
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& am, Hamittare 7 aon, Te Awatuuty 6.10
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