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STAMP

COLLECTING

Home time ago the use of postage
stamips was prohibited in Afhanistan,
Now, hnwever, it is reported in the
“Philatelisches Echo™ that the order hus
been vescinded, and a new set of atamps
Issued,

The 23 mtamp of Gihraitar
issed for eight or ten weeks on chalk
svtfaced paper, wher it appearel apain
on white paper. Concerning the 21 lilag
unl bluck on hlue paper with mnitiple
watermark, a  writer from CGibraliar
stated that there were only 200 shrata
of 120 stamps each, of which number
75 cheets were bought by local investors.

The first issue of stamps for British
New CGuinea was made in 1901,  ‘The
shonps over-printed “Papua® were jssued
thisa year, the total face wvalue being
£4137 12y Gd, The gquantities over-
printed  were asx  follows:—Halfpenny,
29 180; penny, 48,060; twopence, TU,170;
twopence halfpenny, 25,230; fourpsunce,
only 8100; sixpence, 11,330; one shilling,
135005 two and sixpence, 13,410, It is
rialed that all the old js~ue was over-
printal, and that when these are sold
any fresh dssue wiil he printed in Avs-
trahia, therefore an entirely new stamp
will most likely be fssuell, This is one
of the inslances where the stamps withs
out the overprint are likely to be the
Beireal.
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We have often Treard of issues of
elamps to akd hospitals and various
charitable schemes, but aceording to the
#Pablic Ledger” of Philadelphia, Turkey
has Lroken out with a new idea, namely
a sale of 17,000,000 stamps to aid a ra'l
. The article reads as follows:—
“Unklh fey, the Turkish Minister, has
arneunced thnt hia Government has a
colledlion of 17000000 pastage stamps,
which will be sold at auction in Augast
and the proceeds donated to the Higaz
Reilway, which is being constructed from
Dainascns to Beirut. Funds for builling
ihis railroad are being subscribed by the
Mitional Government, the varicus muni-
cipalitics, and by <itizens who desit:
1o canlribute. When completed the road
will T operated by a commission de-
eiznaled by the Government, The colize-
tion of stamps which the Turkish Ge-
vernment has contributed, comsists of
more than 100 denominations, issued by
'mkey during the laat 43 years, Miais-
try HBey will receive bids for the eallees
ticn and forward them to Constanti-

nople,”

Tor the information of collectora, the
following interealing warning js repro-
duced fram  “Kwen’s  Weekly  Stamp
News™:—"The market ia ut preseat
boing floaded with high value British
Colonial stamps which have been fiscally
used, eleaned, and cancelled with imita.
Rion postmarks, which in 3ome cases are
Teantifully dope.  An talian dealer of-
fered a client of our publisher's the fol-
lowing: Gold Coast, 10/- and £1 clean-
el, forgel postmark: Seychelles, genmne
wrysel 75e, 13r, mud 2l with various
forped poatmarke (hoth Ime- and Iudes

marks) : Straitz 2dol, cleaned, the poast
mark may Iw genuine Nipgits Glol,
cleaned, apparenatly  geouine pusimark;

Straita adol,  with n ik in-
kerilanl “Penang o if Henuine
it is prolmbly n ficenl enneellution; Viji
Al cleaned, forzed posdmnrk, A Mar-
Reilles ddeler sends an approval aeleetion,
and in it we note the following: Natal,
A previoualy fiamally used and clepned;
with o very goosd imitation of the “Klvin-
port™ (1 postinark, datel 262.04; the
“i' of the date in reversed. however,
Yrice, 15 francs, Paliamas, £1 Queen,
with lraees of pen-mnrking, postmarked
“Hahmman B, A 20 57" The pries ask-
#l is 10 franea, Victorin, fihhons® No,
44, eat. 30/-, mint, well-centred, price
37650, This atamp shows some slight
irace of having lwen cleaned, From n
third source we have fquite a enllectinon
of fncally nsed Rohanmas, some with
gumhu- pontmerks and ethers with forg
ol postmarke”

wis nmly
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In his “Iistorie des Titnbre-Poste
Francais,” M. Arthur Mawrys gives aa
the reanon for the abondouwent of the
design of the stamps in 18445 in fuvour of
the far iess artistic one of 1876, that
“Hverytlhing that was republican was re-
garded with disfaveur by the maojority
of the men in power in  the curious
¥rench Republic of that date; the posts
age stamp, with its desipgn of 1844, ex-
cited the ridicule of the reactionary
newspapers, they called it the stamp a
la Mary Ann, and this was considerad
quite humourous; it was suggeated that
the stamp should be stuck upside down
upon the letters, ete; people discovered
that ihe numerals were tco small, that
the design printed badly, that it wss
easy tp counterfeit; in short the stamp
with the elligy of Liberty was condemned
and efforts were made to provide it with
8 successor, the design of which saould
bave no political significance.”

The Good 0ld Times.

BY ANDREW CARNEGIE.

The problem of our age is the proper
administration of wealth, that the ties
of bratherhood may still bind together
the rich and poor in harmonicus re-
lationship. The ¢onditions of human life
have not only been changed but revolu-
tionised within the past few hundred
years, In former gays there was little
differcnce hetween the dwelling, dress,
food nnd environment of the chief and
theae of his retainers. The Indians are
to-day where civilized man was. When
visiting the Sioux I was led to the wig-
wam of the chief, It was like the
others in external appearance, and even
within the difference was trifling between
it and those of the pooorest of his braves.

The contrast between the palace of
the millicnaire and the cottage of the
labourer with us to-day measures the
change which has come with civilization,
and is not to he deplored, Lut welcomed
ag highly henecficial. It i3 as well, nay,
eagsentjal, for the progress of the race
that the houses of some should be homes
for all that ia highest and hest in litera-
ture and the arts, and for all the re-
finementa of eivilisation. Without wealth
there can e no Macenas, The “good
old times" were not good old times.
Neither master nor servant was as well
situated then as to-day, A relapse to old
eonditions would be disastrous to both
—not the least so to him who serves—
and would sweep away ecivilization with
it.

But whether the cbange is for good
ar for evil, it is upon us, beyond our
power to alier, and therefore to be ac-
cepted and made the best of. It is a
waste of time to criticise the inevitable,

It is erasy to aee how the change has
come. One illustration will serve for al-
most overy phase of the cakuser Im the
manufarture of products we have the
whole story. Tt applies to all ¢ombina-
tions of human industry, as stimnlated
and enlarged by the inventions of this
reientific age.

Formerly arlicles were manufactured
at the domestic hearth, or in small shops
which formed part of the household.
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The master and his apprenticea worked
side by aide, the latter living with the
manter, and, therfore, subjecta to tha
same couditions.

When these apprentices rose to ba
masters there wus little or no change
in their mode of life, and they, in tura,
educated succending apprentices in the
sume routine. There was, substantially-
sorial equality, and even political equal-
ity, for those engaged in industrial pur
suits had litile cr no veice in the State

The inevitable result of such a mode
of manufacture wap erude articles at bigh
prices. To-day the world obtains com-
modities of cxcellent gualities at prices
which even the preceding generation
would have deemed ineredible,

In the commereial world gimjlar causes
have produced similar .esults, and the
race is benefifed therehy.

The poor enjoy what the rich comld
not befora afford. What were the luxu-
ries have hecome the necessaries of life.
The lahourer has now more comforta
than the farmer had a few generations
ago. The farmer has more luxuries than
the landlord had, and is more richly elad
and better housed, The landlord Fas
books and picturea raver, and appoing-
ments more artistic than the king could
then obtain. The price we pay for this
salutary change is, of course, great. We
assemble in the factory and in the mine
thousands of operators of whom ifhe
employer can know nothing, and to whom
the employer is little better than =
myth,

All intercourse between them is af an

end. Rigid castes are formed, and, an
usual, mutual jgnorance breeds mutual
distrust.

Fach caste is without sympathy for
the other, and ready to credit any-
thing disparaging in regard to it.

TUnder the law of competition the
employer of thousands is foreed into the
strictest economies, among whom the
wages paid to labour figure prominently,
and often there is friction heiween the
employer and the emnployee, hetween
capital and labour, between rich and
poer. Human society hag lost homo-
geneity.

Two cehauffeurs of Columbia, Indiana,
adapted the methods of mediaeval tour-
naments te twentieth century lifa by
figlhting a duel with motor-cars.

They collided while driving through
the town in their cars, and each claimed
the other was responsible for the acei-
dent.

By way of proving his assertion cae
chauffeut reversed hia ear, ran back for
some distance, and then came ahead at
full speed ugainst his opponent. The
wotorcars met again with a terrifie
crash, and rebounded, but were apparent-
ly uninjured.

That was the beginning of the dual.
n the presence of hundreds of spectadora
the maddened ehauffeurs then praoceeded
to “Lilt™ against each other. Collision
followed collision, until one car was prac-
tically wrecked, The chauffeurs were
nearly “unseated” several times,

When one car was disabled the driver
dismounied, and attacked his rival with
Lis fista. They fought serapely for
several minutes until peparafed by the
police.

You eannot heal
the hest and the
best of all cocoas

The best

because it

delicioms natural
fHavour and great aigesiibilny
are unequalles by any otaer

"# A perfie sevenage.
capable of ready assimila-’
- tios and digestion."'=

. Medical Annual

Bes: & goes
farthest,
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HEADACHE, INDIGESTION & CONSTIPATION.

CURE

FOR

The immense number of orders for FROOTOIDS sént by- post direct to the Propristor is
ovonvincing proof that the Public appreciate thelr marvellous curing power. W They curas
quickly, are slegant in appearance, and pleasant to take.

Leading Chemists ln% B!orgi'
keepers are now stocking them. Retall price, 1/8., Ask for them local! B0 BROOUTAG
ha F

pusiness In your own district. It not obtalnable, eend direct to t

ropriotor.

N.Z. BRANCH OFFICE, 11, FIRAT FLOOR, RUME'S BUILDINGS, WELLINGTON,

W. G. HEARNE, ChemistY Gesiong,” Victoriae |



