..OUR..
ILLUSTRATIONS

. OLD COLONISTS' REUNION.

. A BUCCHSSFUL FUNCTION,

The time-honoured annual reunion of
old colonists wus held omn Auckland-on
Oct. 10, and proved to be a more than
usually successful gathering. Extenaive
preparations by a atrong executive.com-
mittse, with Messrs W, Culpan and J. J.
Craig as pecrctaries, had bren in hand
for some time past, and no effort was
spared which might contribute towarda
the most depirable issue, The thanks-
giving service in St. Andrew's Church
during the foremoon was attended by a
vory large congregation, the seating ac.
commodation being well filled.

The thanksgiving service was held at
11 a.m., the Rev. (. B. Monro (modera-
tor of ithe General Assembly) presiding.
After an opening voluntary by Mr J. 1L
Phillpot, the *0id Hundredth” waas sung,
& prayer by the Rev, W, Day following.

Mr. Monrg delivered a few remarks,
In the course of which he stated thet if
& graphic writer could only depict the
trials, the sufferings, the indomituble
courage overcoming all obstacles, of the
pioneera who came to the ghorea of New
Zealand in the days of ita firat colonisa-
tion, to 2 land peopled by hostile races,
volumes might be filled. They had atrug-
gled against overwhelming odds, and
their work wes now apparent to all
The succeeding generntions owed an in-
calculable debt of gratitude to those
colonists, Those heroic pioneers who
had left the Clyde in June 1842 had
known what tribulations they must cx-
pect in their new home, yet they had
come to live among savages, and had
planted their religion there.” If New
Zealand did not become the Greater
Britain 'of the South, it was not becanse
of the edarly settlers. The thanksgivieg
Bervice was a memorial to the past, and
the source of iuspiratioa for days to
come. He hoped they would cateh a
glimpse of & newer, a Lrighter, and a
more righteous New Zealand in the very
neat future. ’ X .

The singing of the 23rd Psalm, the
reading of the lesson (Psalm 107) by
Paator J. Clark, and the Lord’s Praycer
followed in the order named.

The Rev. W. Gittos also dwelt upon
the work of tlie early-day colonists, and
pointed oul that all honour, respect, and
love were due to those who had one and
&ll performed their share of the work
of founding nn Empire. Many of those
heroic wen and women had already
“crossed ths bar,” and the world must
still honour their meemory. On their
arrival in New Zealand they were forced
to set to work, make their roads, cut
their paths and theiv homes out of =
forest and lahour assidususly to gain &
living.  In conclusion, he desired to
point out to the young generatien the
necessity for higher ieeals, so thnt the
heritagea  of intellect, atrength and
righteousness might e carried to their
zeniths.

The solo, “Abide with me,” by Mr. O.
E. Farrow, was creditably rendered, and
anotler hymn was then sung.  After
the collection had hern taken up and a
voluntary exeented by Mr. J. H. Phillpot,
the Rev. W. (., Oliver addressed the
congregation.  The apeaker atated that
the first colonista of New Zraland com-
prised represcntatives of many ditTerent
religions and belicfs.  They were w bro-
therly and God-fearing community, and
at peace among themselves, Ans New
Zealand was called "God’s Own Country,”
o the belicf and love of the Ureator
must be instilled into the heart of ench
individunl in the laud. The people must
make New Zewland what they so delight-
ed to call it.

The choir then rendered the mnthem,
“The llomeland.” am a mark of respect
to the memory of the late Mrs Hendry
somervell and the many old colonista
who had passed mway during the year
The chairman frelingly referred to the
lita and works of Mrs Somereell, whose
faithful mdherence mnd bountiful gifia to
the church had made her so well knoww.

The National Anthem, the henedictlon,
snd the eloning voluntary by Mr J, HL
Fhilipot concluded the procecdings at tha
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church, Then, preceded by Pipe-Major - old in pluck, atamina, #nd ‘self-reliancs,

Eimslie, the old eolonists marched to the
Choral Hall to the tunea of “The Camp-
beils are Coming,” and "A Man's a Man
for a' that . At the hall a group of co-
loniats, who arrived or were born in the
colony in or prior to 1843, was photo-
graphed, . . S

SOCTAL GATHERING.

. The social gathering in the Choral Hall
in the afternoon attracted = erowded
attendance. The Mayor {Mr. Arthur
Myers) preaided, and, after an organ
aclection by Mr. J. P. Hooton, delivered
u brief address as follows:—

In looking at this gathering of pioneer
colonists, one cannot hut regret that sa
many who were present last year are
now no longer among us.t Owing noe
doubt io the severity of the . weather,
death had levied an unwsuelly heavy toll
on their ranks since their last meeting;
all through the winter well-known and

‘honoured old identities have been drop-

ping out from our midst. Both person-
ally, und on behalf of the citizens of
Auckland, T would tender to their sur-
viving relatives my sincerd condolences,
They have at least the consolation of
knowing that thsf+ loat omes have been
gathered to their fathers in a good old
age, leaving the record of a good life's
work behind them. One can:only hope
that the weather has now done its worst,
wnd that it will be many years before
we shall experience another season a0
trying to  the aged and infirm.
1 do not know whether, in view of t_he
recent. chango in New Zealand’s offcial
appellation, it will be necessary to find
& new name for this gathering, The
one drawback to our mew title is that
there is no appropriste word to signify
those who live in & Dominion. “Domin-
jonist” 13 ta clumay; &nd though
“Domino” has been suggested, I hardly
think we are likely to adopt it. Iow-
ever to whatever new name they and we
may be entitled, our pioneers, after all,
still remain old c¢olonists, and the right
to be so described ia & distinetion of
which they may well be proud. It has
been frequently said of late that the
name “Colony” carried with it some im-
plication of subjection and inferiority;
but, though this.may be so.as. applied
to & community, the same can certainly
not be =aid of the name "Colonist” as
epplied: Lo individuals. . Qur old colo-
nists; tltough in coming to New Zealand
they necessarily sacrificed some of the
advantages enjnyed by those whom they
left behind thew in the Old Land, did
not thereby place themeelves on a lower
plane, or abate anything of the status
or the rights which were theirs by birth
as Britons, They came as free sons and
daughiers of the Mother Country, to
plant here her language, her laws, her in-
stitutions, to found here a Britain of
the South. 'Their task was a noble oue,
nobly perjormed, amid difficulties and
hardships and dangers; and it must be &
source of kesn satisfaction to them to
see what good and abundant fruit their
labours have botne. New cZaland is one
of the youngest of the gmelf-governing
communities in the Kings dominions he-
yond the sens; within the memory of
men now living it was in 1841 a mere de-
pendency of New South Wales; yet it
has now attained to such a position as
to be no longer classed as one of thirty-
tiwo colonies, but as a nation of equal
rank with her siaters, Canada and Aus-
tralin. But though we love discarded

Ale title of colony, we phall never cease

to honour our old colonists, or to recog-
nise our indcbtedness to them; and I
only trust that we of the yonnger gene-
ration may prove ourselves worthy to
be their succeasors by working as faith-
fully and streauously for the welfare of
the Dominion as they did for that of the
colony. .

On the conclusion of his address, the
chairman made s presentation of £5 to
Mra. Coyle, the oldest survivor of the
passengers of the barque Drilliant. The
gift was donated by Mr. John McLachlan.

The lHon. K. Mitchelson (president of
the Old Colenista’ Reunion) then unveil-
ed a handsomely-executed painting by
Captain M. T. Claytou, depicting the
veussels Jane Gifford and Duchess of Ar-
£¥le on their arrival in Auckland Har.
bour on October 10th, 1842, Captain
Clayton also described the subjects of
the picture, their hiatories, voyages, and
the adventures of their passengers.

The Hon. E. Mitchelson, in the coursa
of bis address, referred to the fact that
mince lnst year a large number of iheir
oldest friends had paased away, That
was in tha order of things, and as it
must happen, but it was a maiter for
ecngratulation that the younger genera-
tion was following in tho footsteps of the

“Young (1842), D. Russell

which were the foundations of & country.
New Zealand was going to bs one of

tlie most happy, richeat, mnd greatest in

the -world, . . -

Mr. Richard Monk nfterwards spoke of

the trials and difficulties of New Zea-
land's pioneers, and urged that their
meinory should be always hetd in regard
hy those favoured dwellers in this happy
land. He exhorted the young peeple to
recogmize that much was required of
then), and econdemned the gambling vico
03 on ever-increaping danger to the rising
gencration. | . ) .
. Mr. Gilbert Carson, of Wanganui, alan
hdldreaised the gathering in a few appro-
priate remarks. The speaker coneluded:
—"Thers ja no place which wins my
heart like dear old Auckland.”

The following programme of musical
and other items was submitted during
the afternoon, and warmly appreciated,
encores being the rule more than the ex-
ception:—Organ  selection, Mr.. J. P.
Hooten; part songs, (a) “Cherry Ripe,”
{b) “Happy Peonsants,” the choir; song,
“Listening,” Miss Blanche Garland;
humoroug pketch, Mr. Allan McElwain;

“vocal quartet, “Rocked in the Cradle of

the Deep,” Unique Quartet (Messrs Abel
Rowe, 0. E. Farrow, A, -Fogerty, R.
Rogers); song, "Home, Love," Mrs, Abel
Rowe; humorous sketch, Mr. Edward
Fort; part songs, (a) “Home, Sweet
Home," (b “Isle of Beauty,” the choir;
geng, Mr, (. E. Farrow; address, by the
Scotch Wee Laddie, Maater Charteria;
finale, “Auld Lang Syne.” Mr. J. H, Phill-
pot carried out the duties of musical
director, and Mr. J, P, Hooton presided
at the organ. :

The following list contains the names
of the majority of the older colonists
present at the gathering: Mesara, W. A.
Graham (1841), J. shaw (1837), R,
Monk (1840), Berkenecker (1841), W. J.
Watking (18403, J. Winka (1842), J.
Bain (1842), J. Dennison (1845), R,
Holba (1833), R. Andrew (1842), R. Cam-
eron (1842), P. Kellor {1842), W. Gorrie
(1840}, J. Coldicutt (%42}, W, F. Porter
(1841), D. Carron (1840), W, 8. Scott
(1842), G, Carson {1842), A. Florence
{1839), Thorgood (1342), W, Bray (1841},
J. Barriball (1842), R. Laing (1842), A.
Monro (i845), J. Lye (1841), A. Muir
(1842}, R.-cGee (1848), J. "Louden
(1842), A. Sunnia (1842), D. F. Freeland
(1842), Major F. Howard (1841), W. 8.
(1842); " D.
Taylor (1842), A. &. Hobbs (1839), T.
Tudehope (1842), W. R. Robinson (1B42),
J. McLachlan (1842}, Mesdames 5. A.
Edmonds (1540), Cameron (1844)," D.
Jackson {1842}, W. J. Watkins (1835),
Maddox {1842), G. Bailey (1840), Wilson
(1840), M. Spargo (1842), J, Shaw (1841},
J. Craig (1840}, R. Laing {(1829), A. W,

-Hardy (1842), K. Laurie {1842}, M. An.

drew (1842), Coyle (1441}, E. Caradus
{1842), W, Lyeil {1B42), T. Trevarthen
(i842), A. Sterling (1842), P. Robertson
(1842}, Ballantyne (1842}, E. Copeland
{1842), A. Corkwell {1842), J. Carter
(1840), H. Edge (1842), Beymour Wella
(1842), Cholwill (1B42), W, H. Neale
(1842), M. Allies (1842), 0. Cassidy
{1842), E. Christian (1842), E. Joiner
(1842), F. Sawyer (1842}, A Murphy
(1837), Misses A. McNaughton (1842),
Keir (1842), E. Gerring (Wellington}
(1842). : -

TIE PIONEERS' PRAYER.

Almighty God, our Father, Friend,
Wt:g HI¥EE1 in prayer to Thee,

Our bearts o’ercharged with thankfuluess
And deep bumlllity. -

Thy wercies, Lord, to ua dispensed
“Throughont oul chequered llves

Huve proved Thy cver watchful care—
Thon Lord of earth and skles,

Frusting In Thee, we left the shores
Uf our beloved lfome Land,

And crossnd the seas, protocted
Ity Thine Almighty flaad.

Thou gavest as the strength and will
To rear falr homes of peace

Amonget 8 beld and savige race,
Who kuew noi of Thy grace,

And Thou, O Lord, dldst send gn help
To lead them te Thy feet,

To kneel with us In bretherhood
Before Thy toercy-seat.

Now, hAJpy peace relgns o'er the isles
Crowucd by 'Thy graclous love,

And earthly glifts are richly apresd
With bicssings from sbove,

Now, in the eveclag of our days,
0 Tord, we kneel to Thes, .

Asking furgivencsa of our sins
And every frallty.

0, lvad um gently to the gaten
Of Thbine Eterpal Home:

Qaur souls exclalmlog, jorfully:
Now s ““Thy Kilogdom Come,"

Lord Jeaus! Stand Thou before o
As we pase from life's last sccoe:
And, gAting, A0 TAY We Cloas Qur eFeR,
To wake with Thee, the Bupreme,

. —RLIZABETJ BOWRING.
Auckland. -

o

MOUNT :EDEN TRAMWAYS

BTARTING THE WORK, |'‘
. - [ )
. A

MAYOR TURNS THE, FIR®" ROCK,

Residents in the Porough of Mt, Edea
will be plensed to learn that, after wait-
ing =0 long, a start was made last week
to  contiect that district with the
Auckland tramway system. The com-
mencement of operations was made a
public function, and in consequence’ of
this fact, & number of ladies and gentles

.men assembled at eight o'clock on Mone

day at the corner hy the Eden and Epsom
Club’a iennis courts, to witness the tura-
ing of the first rock in connection "with
this work, Amongst those present wera
the Mayor (Mr. Oliver Nicholson), Coun-
cillora J. Davis, E. Yates, 8. G. Burns,
W. Woolley, R. R, Ross, E. H, Potter,
J. P. Hooton, T. S. Jacka, and C. Hud-
son, Mr. W. Edwards, representing
Messra, John McLean and Sons, the con-
tractors for laying the tramlines, firat
handed to the Mayor & morocco case
containing a pick, shovel, and spade of
Bilver, with polished puriri handles, Mr,
Edwards =aid: “Mr, Mayor, on behalf of
the contractors I have pleasure in hand-
ing to you tools to enable you to pro-
perly fulfil your duty on this oceasion”
(Applause.)

The Mayor then stepped on to an ime«
provised rostrum ip the shape of &
packing case, and, after thanking Mr.
Edwards, said: “Ladies and gentlemen,
we have met together this morning fow
the purpose of witnessing the commence-
ment of & work, the completion of which -
we have so long waited for. (Applause.}
Y refer to laying thé electric traction
system along both of the meain roads
in this boreugh.” {Applause.) Mr,
Nicholson said he did not require to take
up their time by any lengthy remarka
at that hour of the morning. © This
work should put 2n end to the bitternesa
and the division in the berough, which
had been most regrettable, and should
never have existed. He contended that
subsequent events was ample testimony
that the actions of their representatives
in the past were right,.and in the best
interesta of.the district as a whole. Ha
was glad to be able . {o state definitely,
that it was intended to construct =
double track on Mt. Eden-foad, and thers
was every indieation” that there
would also be & double track laid along
Dominion-road. (Applause.) He trusted
that now this matter was ' finally settled,
residents on both sides of the borough
would be satisfied at the carrying oub
of a wark which must mean a great ad-
vance to the district. " The fact that the
contractors for the Tramway Company,
were Mesars, MeLean and Sons was &
puarantee that the work would be speed-
ily carried out. In connection with the
introduction of electric traction, it was
necessary to reconstruct the two main
roads of the borough, and a contract had
also been let for that work., Whea that

.work was completed, they would have

two roads in the - Mt, Eden Borough
second to none in Auckland, with tha
exception of Queen-street. (Applause.)
He would not detain them longer, as he
knew fhat the men were very anxious to
start work. (Laughter.) It meant »
losa to the contractor while they were
etanding idle, It was now his privilege,
a3 Mayor, to turn the first sod, or as the
Presa put it, to turn the first rock. Ha
trusted that the work they were start-
ing that day would materially help to
make Mt. Eden one of the most populous
and popular suburbs of Auckland.
(Cheera.) X :

The Mavor then descended from his
rosirum, and was handed a pick, which
he took with the remark, “Wlhich is the
softest place to astart on?” (laughter.)
Mr. Nicholson then hegan work in earn-
est, on the middle of the rcad, ard
struck so vigorously that a bystander
wes heard to remark; “There is uo Gov-
ernment stiroke about that.” After he
had made some impression on the scotia,
the Mayor took the shavel and turned
the first lot of ground in connection with
the important work of tramway exten-
sion. o

Alter three hearty cheers had been
given for the Mayor, the gathering dis.
pe It will intersst Tesidents to
know that the contract time for laying
the trams is 18 weeks,

ARTHUR RIVER, ON THEH
SOUNDS TRIP, :

T4 seems- early to be thinking of the
summer holidays, but it Is evideot nome



