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| Go]fefs' Early Erfors

®

By JAMES BRAID.
(Open Champlon, 1801, 1905, and 1906).

HERE in a right way and a wrong
one of playing every game that
in worth the playing, and it is
inevitable that in Jearning to
play any such pame the novice

only gains success after making & multi-
tude of miatakes and then, by correcting
them, learming womething more of  the
secrets of methods than he knew before.
But while this is irne of every game, I
feel certain that it is far more true of
golf than of any other, for it i not once
in twenty times that s man or woman
leabs to play even a quite avernge game
without in the first instance having com-
mitted practically every possible error,
and that not aceidentally but very often
deliberately, believing fur the time being
more in the mistake than in the true
method. It 8 ome of the mysteries of
thia wonderinl game as to how human
nature permits the yonng players to
have patience through such a long period
of hungling and failure, and certainly the
avernge player who has attained a fair
degree of skill 2ad certainty in his play,
looking baek on:ali his past expericnce
snd what he has gone through, has some
considerable cause te congratulate him-
self on his perseverance, not to say his
pluck. He has fought the good golfing
fight. .

Let me vay that .ia the case of players
who de not begin when they are children
I do not sltogether believe in those who
mever make s mistake from the atart but
drop into a very fair sort of game right
away. Certainly this unplies = con-
piderable aptitude for the game, bui in
the light of experience it i8 rather un-
natural, and one feela that the man who
never mwakes a nistake and has & single-
figure bandiesp when be has only becn at
the game a few weeks will have a bad
timme later on, mad that his handicap will

plain things to his friend. 1 trust he
has become one gince, because if Bo he
will have realised the cnormity, and even
folly, of pome of ihe earliest errors that
he made im connection with the game.

CLUBS VERSUS METHOD,

The game ia held too cheaply by thoss
who know nothing about it, and it is the

- most fatal mistake to begin play withent

a very oompleie respect for it. A week,
or even 4 couple of days of play, is gener-
ally encugh for a complete conversion on
these points, though it is a curious thing
that 8 men often plays beiter on his
very first day thau ke will do for weeks
afterwards, and partieularly has it been
found in experience that, dempite the ir-
regularity of his methods, he gets better

. resuMa from shotd made with his eleek,

and holes more putte om the green, than

. many players of fair experience. I think

that that is the Tesult of the aublime

" confidence that does not even yet permit
appreciation of the difficuliies

of the
game, but by the sesond day that appre-
clation his come amd the confidence is
broken-—soametimes for years. It is then

" realised that the grentest ntrength, a fing
"atbletic build, supple muscles, & keen eye
#nd a pood physique penerally are not

much uwe if the man has not gat the real

" gwit for golf.

Some tiswe nince there was a story
abroad that one of the professionsl wtrong
men had offered o bet that, lmowing no-
thing whatever about golf, he would go

.out on to A tee and drive a ball as far as
. &ny experienced player.

If such a ehal-
Jenge was peally mude, it is & pity that
aocbedy took the strong wan onm, for it is
ceriain that e wonld not bave had a lvok
.
It mmight aleo be guessed that ome of
the chiel mistakes wade by golfers ut the

stick for a long time nt & point somwe
way up above scratch where he will be
pessed by the others who made ull the
mistakes that it was poesible for them
to make and got rid of them afterwarda,
Elow and sure 8 & vezy good way of get-
~ting on ia gelf,

MAKING THE BALL TALK.

Men are im error with their golf the
whole way from the time before théy
begin o play at ali wti], if ever, they
bring their gume up to the championship
sitandard. They are always “findiag
romething out,” an they call il, nod the
diseoveries that they make are to them
of the most wonderful and interesting
character, and 1 doubt noet that this con-
stant novelty, and the most interesting
character of these resuits of the duiiy re-
pearches, & another of the chief eauses
of the popularity of ihe game, Before
they take up the game people make &
great mistake in the view they hoid of
it and its difficultien, and this = 0 &
large extent responsible for their subee-
quent trouble. 1i seems such a very
eaey thing to hit a golf ball with & c¢lub,
ihe good players wiio are watched seem
to do it with so much certainty, sod the
evila of duffing, sclafing, pulling and
plicing are 80 undreami of, that the man
who has not played eannot pee where the
difieulty comes in, and it seems to him
1hat & capable player ought to be able
to do stmost anything except make the
ball talk.

1 war onee plaving in & match with
Harry Vardon at Beckenhnm, and at one
of the putting greens, whem we were
both a very long woy from the hole,
Yardon ran down # very fine putt. I
followed woit with ome almost exaetly
like it, and I need nol tell golfera that
far playern to hole putts of more than
ten yardw’ length ene afier the oiker like
this meanm very fine putting, swch =s
rven clampions canwot do very often,
more is the pity: As we were walking
swny from the green we heard the loud
voire of o spectator in the crowd explain-
jng to someone ctwe, “Oh, but, you kaow,
thoze mes oaly de tkat kind of thing
for the sake of the spplause!”  That
grrtioran was quite plunly »ot then &
goifer, despite bis undertaking te ex-

ginnmg of their oireery is in phacing
oo much belief in the club, at the expeone
of the wethod. They canut be brought to
understand that most golf clubs have
really very litile the matter with them,
and that the pood player can gel Lhe pro-

. per result from them almost every time,
- though, of vourse, tvery maa has his per-

somal taetes, awd it is better that they
should be satisfied an far as possible. To
completely satisfy them e the work of
years, and mweans the expenditure of
many pounds, or it often happems that
the player does aot himeelf know exactly
what he wants, but be would know if he
bad the right clad in his hands, while
when he does know it je frequently the
cage thot a club which seem= in appear-
ance to amewer in all respects to the
right description has not pot the rigint
touch, and dozens of the same kind may
be bought before one is found that has.
Thia ig partivularly the case in vegard to
driverg and putters. It is no exupgera-
tion to say that in the case of a really
firat-class player bis bag of, say, & dozen
clubs representa the pick of a couple of
hundred that he bas bought at eme time
or another, or gven more than that, the
selection having been gradually made in
the course of ten yvars or B0, Yut somae
beginners think they will pet ]l their
preper elube, with which they will play
always afterwards, in & week or #o!

FACT AND FANCY.

Cluba that satisdy, and which are
added to the regular wet of A good player
are often come by accidentaliv, and not
by looking for them. Sometimes there
Beems to be am imspiration in the rase.
For imstance, think of the enrioms way in
which #larry Vardon came by ihe pultier
with which be wos his frst champinn-
ship. He had tied with J. H. Taylor, aml
had to plsy off two daye Iater, the event
being played mt Muirficld that year. On
the day in between he wan fm the nbhop of
Ben Sayers at North Berwick, and in the
corner he paw & rosty littie eleek—not a
putter at all, but just an ordisary chek.
A most extraordinary fancy weized him;
many people would have said that it wan
a very nmd fancy. He thought that if
that eleek had & pew sbaft put Into it, it
would make 8 very foe putter for him.
with which o0 play in the greatest and

“rhayee on the pulting greens.

mmt ponsible game of his fife, the
mext day. o he bought the old club, and

-had the new atick put im it, and the next

day he played with it. Not the least
queer part of the etory is thut when he
plaged off hin tie he putted an well an any
moan las ever putted ic a championship
betore or since, and he beat his opponsng.
Now the young golfer thinks that he is
going to go to & shop #traight off and buy
elubs which will anewer his own purpose
in much the same manmner as thia. Cer-
tainly he must buy clube, lse he will
never get the right anes, but he must not
expect to get the right omes at the wtart,
il when ey do not answer very well
he must not take 1t for granted, as young
players pearly always do, that it is their
fault and mot his, and that the proper
thing to do is to buy more.

Personallr. I am net o slave to any
particular ciub, thongh I have strong
fancies in the matter of pat-erns ic
iz A curious thing that whenever I hare
wen a championship I have heen abso-
lutely hesieged by friends and golfers
generally who want to buy from me the
clubs with which I pained the snccesa.
1 let thema go—many of them at nl
evenia  1i takes gold fo Luy them {rom
me, and T am Scot enough no: ta refuse
o good Largwin when one ia proposed.
Besidea at the cost of two or three shil-
lings I get the exact duplicate af the

¢lub, for the wodel of it is always kept.

One cannot lelp wondering how maay of
these ladies and gentlemen think ihey
are going to make & rearvellons improve-
ment in their game ag the resuli of these
purchases. - Perhaps they may really be
& Tittle helped. simply because they gain
a little in confidence for tha lime Leing,
and that je always something. Of ecarse
more often than not the clu is wanbed
a8 a memeaio. . .
DREADFUL DIFFICULTTES.

A common mistake made by the player
at the outset of his vareer on the links
is his impatience with the x3at-ivon rulea
of method that have oeea lawl dowu by
all zolfers that have gowe befor: him. He
thinks he knows a better way of doing
things, and he will try it, and ihe worst
of it is that when bad habits of this kind
are contracted at the outeet it is almost
impossible, or At least very diffieult, to
get the man out of them later on, so ibat
his game suffera for the rest of Lis life.
There are right ways and wrounz ones of
doing all the strokes. in golf. and the
only eiroke in connection with whiicl
there s any excuse for eccenirieity s
puiting. In putting every man must be
to some extent s law unto Nimeelf. His
business ia to get the bail into the hole,
and if be finds he can do it better by
standing on his head than on his feet,
by all means let him stand on bis head

‘One of the best amateur putters that I

know of, a man who is most deadly at
that most difficult distasce, two yards,

.putts back-handed mnd with ome haud,

body, feet and arms being behind the
putter and the ball.

After the player has had a very little
experience, and knows the dreadfut diff-
cultien of the game, he 100 often goes to
the other extreme, and in a pessimistic
mood decides that good players are ai-
ways born and not made, and that it ie
no ue trying to bocome a good ope in
his case, 88 he wns not born for such
success,  Certainly it is a good thing
to be born with a naiural aptitude for
the game, but 1 think that ail men can
become very rerpectalie players by care-
fully educating themeelves up to it aad
persevering.

In my own care, for instance, there
was & time whrn 1 was not only a very
bad putter—uene of the very worst I
have ever known—but could not drive &
Vall of any length whatever, I was al-
ways ontdriven with suy tee rhois, and
then 1 always threw away my very hat
And that
was after T had had considerable experi-
ence at the gnine.. How the improve-
ment jn my driving came abont 1 4o not
know. It has always been n myntery to
me. 1 went to bed m lwd driver one
night and got up & good one in the
moming. und that is all 1 know mbout
it, An for putting, the mprowemest
has been the result of yearn of patient
practice; there has been no gift of the
gotds alout that,

Tat me tell you, beginnors, old players
wnd mere rpectators, 1his in & vers, very
bard game to play, and dont forped it

NEXT WEEK.

“Tha Fertunmes of War in Chame
plonship Comtests.”

Sy J. K. Tayler.

ZEALAXD LALAWYAYR

NEW

EUIPLY AND DE
HLE

FERY OF JARRAH
EltS,

Rallway Trepnrtwent, Tlend Cfbee,
Welllugton, 2ir@ Septvnber, 13907,

WRITTEN TENDERY wil Le recely-
ed at this oifice up o 6 pon. FRIDAY, 25th
October, 1WT, for the Supply and Drilvery -
of 10,000 Jarral ¥leepers, At Dunediu of
Blum, .

Bpecifications and forms of tender to be
obtaloed ot the Uatlwny &rares, 115l1sids,
Addingion, Newmarket, snd  the Mtores
Manager's Oflice, Woelllngton.

Tender# to be addressied to the eneral
Maunager, New Zealuod Railwaye, Welllug
ton, and to be mwrked outeide, *“I'cnder for
Jurroh Bleepeys.”

The lowest or any tender wlil" not neces
marily Le acrepted, and telrgraphle tewders
will not be entertalued.

By order. )

T. RONAYNE,
General Manpger, N.Z, Hallways,

THE HOLSMAN

AUTOMOBILE COY.

HAVE YOU EVER WISHED
FOR AN AUTOMOBILE

That iy mm high sooagh o kravel country rosds W
. 3

ek
Wil clinb say urd.lmrkhﬂ-l travallad,
Hant 50 dividad resr nal
Has no differeatial gear,

igk on clu

THE HOLSMAN AUTOMOBILE

Full partisalars on spplicatlon to—=
W, J. COLES & CO., I3 Hercford 3
CHRISTCHURCH.
Bola Agruats for W.2.

E. CHAMPION'S

QUEEN'S ARMS HOTEI

(WIAREPAL)

Correr BWANSTON TREET and
LITILE FLINDERS STHEET

MELBOURNE.

The moat centrully altoated Flotel o
Melbourne.

Close proilwity to the Rollwar Statios,
Trame to every auburh pass the door, Hot
apd Cold Wuter. Two Lifte

Letters and Teicgrams receive prompd
attentton. Tarl® on  application to the
Maonger, WM. CIHAMEPION.

E. CHAMPION, Proprictress.

HAERAMAL! HAERAMAI!

SYDNEY JONES,

146, KARANGAHAPE ROAD,
AUCKLAND, NI
The largeat wateh male Arm in
ad, dend fuc hasd

ew Jam'a
some uabalogue, sdiovw ing bum-
dreds of designa in Watches,
Jewcllery, mnd  Greenstons
Gotete, Post. ree to sy
addreas,

THE OXFORD LEVER, 21/-

BprrrcaTion— §-Plate Koyless or Keywind
first . at laver murement exirt
jewelled, dust proof nlvkel casen T
Yoams' guarnntes vent with every wa

£ -
¢ Do you Want

; a Soap that is prre? 1t iy am importamt
matter when you comsider bow often m
the day Soap 13 used, and bow senstiw
your skin is.  Puiity has always been

a duteguishing festura of

{ Calvert’s
Carbolic Toilet Soap
which i aits delicatcly perfumod,

emolbcnt, snd aansepic.
Seid by okl Chewids and Siova.

Madeby F, C Cabvert 8 S-::hth.E-d




