
Golfers' Early Errors

By JAMES BRAID.

(Open Champion, 1901, 1905, and 1906).

THERE
is a right way and a wrong

one of playing every game that

is worth the playing, and it is
inevitable that in learning to

play any such game the novice

only gains success after making a multi-

tude of mistakes and then, by correcting

them, learning something more of the

secrets of methods than he knew before.

But while this is true of every game, I

feel certain that it is far more true of

golf than of any other, for it is not once

in twenty times that a man or woman

leans to play even a quite average game
without in the first instance having com-

mitted practically every possible error,

and that not accidentally but very often
deliberately, believing for the time being
more in the mistake than in the true

method. It is one of the mysteries of

this wonderful game as to how human

nature permits the young players to

have patience through such a long period
of bungling and failure, and certainly the

average player who has attained a fair

degree of skill and certainty in his play,
looking back on- all his past experience
and what he has gone through, has some

considerable cause to congratulate him-
self on his perseverance, not to say his

pluck. He has fought the good golfing
fight.

Let me say that in the case of players
who do not begin when they are children

I do not altogether believe in those who
never make a mistake from the start but

drop into a very fair sort of game right
away. Certainly this implies a con-

siderable aptitude for the game, but in

the light of experience it is rather un-

natural, and one feels that the man who
neves makes a mistake and has a single-
figure handicap when he has only been at

the game a few weeks will have a bad

time later on, and that his handicap will
stick for a long time at a point some

way up above scratch where he will be

passed by the others who made all the

mistakes that it was possible for them

to make and got rid of them afterwards.
Slow and sure is a very good way of get-
ting on in golf.

MAKING THE BALL TALK.

Men are in error with their golf the

whole way from the time before they
begin to play at all until, if ever, they
bring their game up to the championship
standard. They are always “finding
something out,” as they call it, and the

discoveries that they make are to them

of the most wonderful and interesting
character, and I doubt not that this con-

stant novelty, and the most interesting
character of these results of the daily re-

searelies, is another of the chief causes

of the popularity of the game. Before

they take up the game people make a

great mistake in the view they hold of
it and its difficulties, and this is to a

large extent responsible for their subse-

quent trouble. It seems such a very

easy thing to hit a golf ball with a club,
the good players who are watched seem

to do it with so much certainty, and the

evils of duffing, sclaffing. pulling and

slicing are so undreamt of, that the man

who has not played cannot see where the
difficulty comes in. and it seems to him
that a capable player ought to be able
to do almost anything except make the

ball talk.

I was once playing in a match with

Harry Vardon at Beckenham, and at one

of the putting greens, when we were

both a very long way from the hole,
Vardon ran down a very fine putt. I

followed snit with one almost exactly
like it, and I need not tell golfers that

for players to hole putts of more than

ten yards' length one after the other like

this'means very fine putting, such as

even champions cannot do very often,

more is the pity. As we were walking

away from the green we heard the loud

voice of a spectator in the crowd explain-
ing to someone else. *‘Oh, but., you know,

those men only do that kind of thing

for the sake of the applause! - ’ That

gentleman was quite plainly not then a

golfer, despite hi» undertaking to ex-

plain things to his friend. I trust he

has become one since, because if so he

will have realised the enormity, and even

folly, of some of the earliest errors that

he made in connection with the game.

CLUBS VERSUS METHOD.

The game is held too cheaply by those

who know nothing about it, and it is the

most fatal mistake to begin play without
a very complete respect for it. A week,

or even a couple of days of play, is gener-
ally enough for a complete conversion on

these points, though it is a curious thing
that a man often plays better on his

very first day than he will do for weeks

afterwards, and particularly has it been

found in experience that, despite the ir-
regularity of his methods, he gets better
results from shots made with his cleek,
and holes more putts on the green, than

many players of fair experience. I think
that that is the result of the sublime
confidence that does not even yet permit
appreciation of the difficulties of the

game, but by the second day that appre-
ciation has come and the confidence is

broken—sometimes for years. It is then

realised that the greatest strength, a fine
athletic build, supple muscles, a keen eye
and a good physique generally are not

much use if the man has not got the real

grit for golf.
Some time since there was a story

abroad that one of the professional strong
men had offered to bet that, knowing no-

thing whatever about golf, he would go
out on toa tee and drive a ball as far as

any experienced player. If such a chal-
lenge was really made, it is a pity that

nobody took the strong man on, for it is
certain that he would not have had a look

It might also be guessed that one of

the chief mistakes made by golfers at the
beginning of their careers is in placing
too much belief in the club, at theexpense
of the method. They cauot be brought to

understand that most golf clubs have

really very little the matter with them,
and that the good player can get the pro-
per result from them almost every time,
though, of course, every man has his per-
sonal tastes, and it is better that they
should be satisfied as far as possible. To
completely satisfy them is the work of

years, and means the expenditure of

many pounds, for it often happens that

the player does not himself know exactly
what he wants, but he would know if he

had the right club in his hands, while

when he does know it is frequently the

ease that a dub which seems in appear-
ance to answer in all respects to the

right description has not got the right
touch, and dozens of the same kind may
be bought before one is found that has.

This is particularly the case in regard to

drivers and putters. It is no exaggera-

tion to say that in the case of a really
first-class player his bag of, say. a dozen

clubs represents the pick of a couple of
hundred that he has bought at one time

or another, or even more than that, the

selection having been gradually made in

the course of ten years or so. Yet some

beginners think they will get all their

proper clubs, with which they will play
always afterwards, in a week or so!

FACT AND FANCY.

Clubs that satisfy, and which are

added to the regular set of a good player
are often come by accidentally, and not

by looking for them. Sometimes there
seems to be an inspiration in the case.

For instance, think of the curious way in

which Harry Vardon came by the putter
with which he won his first champion-
ship. He had tied with J. H. Taylor, and

had to play off two days later, the event

being played at Muirfiehl tliat year. On

the day in between he wss in the shop of

Ben Sayers at North Berwick, and in the

corner he saw a rusty little cleek—not a

putter at all. but just an ordinary cleek.

A most extraordinary fancy seized him;
many people would have said that it was

a very mad fancy. He thought that if

that cleek had a new shaft put into it, it

would make a very fine putter for him.

with which to play in the greatest and

most responsible game of his life, the
next day. So he bought the old club, anti

had the new stick put in it. and the next

day he played with it. Not the least
queer part of the story is that when he

played off his tie he putted as well as any
man has ever putted in a championship
before or since, and he beat his opponent-
Now the young golfer thinks that, he is
going to go to a shop straight off and buy
clubs which will answer his own purpose
in much the same manner as this. Cer-

tainly he must buy clubs, else he will

never get the right ones,but he must not

expect to get the right ones at the start,
ar-.’ when iv.ey do not answer very well
he must not take it for granted, as young
players nearly always do, that it is their
fault and not his, and that the proper
thing to do is to buy more.

Personally. I am not a slave to any

particular club, though I have strong
fancies in the matter of pat’eras It
is a curious thing that whenever I ham

wen a championship I have been abso-

lutely besieged by friends and golfers
generally who want to buy from me ihc

clubs with which I gained the success.

I let them go—many of them at all

events. It takes gold to buy ♦hem from

me, and I am Scot enough not to refuse

a good bargain when one is proposed.
Besides at the cost of two or three shil-

lings I get the exact duplicate of the
club, for the model of it is always kept.
One cannot help wondering how many of

these ladies and gentlemen think they
are going to make a n irvellous improve-

ment in their game as the result of these

purchases. Perhaps they may really be

a little helped, simply because they gain
a little in confidence for the time being,
and that is always something. Of course

more often than not the clu-> is wanted

as a memento.

DREADFUL DIFFICULTIES.

A common mistake made by the player
at the outset of his career on the links

is his impatience with the cast-iron rules

of method that have oeen laid down by

all golfers that have gone before him. He

thinks he knows a better way of doing

things, and he will try it, and the worst

of it is that when bad habits of this kind

are contracted at the outset it is almost

impossible, or at least very difficult, to

get the man out of them later on,so lbat

his game suffers for the rest of bis life.

There are right ways and wrong ones of

doing all the strokes in golf, and the

only stroke in connection with which

there is any excuse for eccentricity is

putting. In puttingevery man must be

to some extent a law unto himself. His

business is to get the ball into the hole,

and if he finds he can do it better by
standing on his head than on his feet,

by all means let him stand on his head

One of the best amateur putters that I

know of. a man who is most deadly at

that most difficult distance, two yards,
putts lack-handed and with one hand,

body, feet and arms being behind the

putter and the ball.

After the player has had a very little

experience, and knows the dreadful diffi-

culties of the game, ho too often goes to

the other extreme, and in a pessimistic
mood decides that good players are al-

ways born and not made, and that it is

no use trying to become a good one in

his case, as he was not born for sueh

success. Certainly it is a good thing

to be born with a natural aptitude for

the game, but I think that all men can

become very respectable players by care-

fully educating themselves up to it and

persevering.
In my own case, for instance, there

was a time when I -was not only a very

bad putter—one of the very worst I

have ever known—but could not drive a

ball of any length whatever. I was al-

ways outdriven with my tee shots, and

then I always threw away my very last

chapce on the putting greens. And that

was after 1 had had considerable experi-
ence at the game. How the improve-
ment in my driving camo about 1 do not

know. It has always l>een a mystery to

me. I went to bed a laid driver one

night and got up a good one in the

morning, and that is all I know aliout

it. As for putting, the improvement
has lieen the result of years of patient
practice; there has lieen no gift of the
gods about that.

lx>t me tell you, lieginners. old players

and mire spectators, this is a very, very

hard game to play, and dont forget it.

NEXT WEEK.

“ The Fortnxei of War in Chas-

pionship Contests.'

by J. H- Taylor.

•

ZEALAND KAiI.WAYS.

SUPPLY AND DELIVERY OF JARRAH

SLEEPERS.

Railway Department, Head Office.

Wellington, 23rd September, 1907.

WRITTEN TENDERS will be receiv-
ed at this office up to 5 p.in. FRIDAY. 25th
October, 1907, for the Supply and Delivery
of 10,000 Jarrah Sleepers, at Dunedin or

Bluff.

Specifications and forms of tender to be
obtained at the Railway Stores. Hillside,
Addington. Newmarket, and the Stores

Manager’s Office, Wellington.
Tenders to be addressed to the General

Manager, New Zealand Railways. Welling-
ton, and to be marked outride, “Tender for
Jarrah Sleepers.”

The lowest or any tender will'not neces-

sarily lie accepted, and telegraphic tenders
will not be entertained.

By order.
T. RON AVNE.

General Manager, N.Z. Railways.

TheHolsman
AUTOMOBILE COY.

Al/

HAYE YOU EVER WISHED
FOR AN AUTOMOBILE

rhat is builthigh enough to travel country roads likeft

carriage.
Will climb anyordinary hill travelled.
Has nodivided rear axle.
Has no differentialgear.
Has no ftrieton clutch.
Has no footlevers tobother.
Is air cooledandwill not freeze.
Has solidrubber tyres.
Is built like a carriage.
Lookslike a carriage.
Rides like a carriage.

THE HOLSMAN AUTOMOBILE.

Fall particulars on application to—

W. J. COLES fif CO., 183 Hereford St
CHRISTCHURCH.

Sole Agentsfor N.Z.

E. CHAMPION’S

QUEEN’S ARMS HOTEI
IWHAREPAI.)

Correr SWANSTON STREET aof
LITTLE FLINDERS STREET

MELBOURNE.

The most centrally situated Hotel in

Melbourne.

Close proximity to the Railway Station.

Trams to every suburb pass the door. Hot

and Cold Water. Two Lifts.

Letters and Telegrams receive prompt

attention. Tariff on application to tha

Manager, WM. CHAMPION.

E. CHAMPION, Proprietress.
HAERAMAI! HAERAMAI!!

SYDNEY JONES,
146, KARANGAHAPE ROAD,

—AUCKLAND, N.Z.

The largest watch sale firm in
New Zealand. Send for hand
some catalogue,showing bun

syyf dreds of designs in Watches,
Jewellery, and Greenstone

Goods. Post free to any
address.

THE OXFORD LEVER, 21'-

Specification— | Plate Keyless or Key wind

first grade patent lever movement, extra

jewelled, dust proof nickel cases. Three
years' guarantee sent with every watch.

Do you Want

aSoap that is pure? It it an important
matter when you consider how often in

the day Soap is used, and how sensitive

your skin is. Purity has always been

a distinguishing feature of

Calvert’s
Carbolic Toilet Soap

which is als? delicately perfumed,
emollient, and antiseptic.

Sold by aU CArmis/s ami Stotri.

Made by F. C Calvert A < ».. Maik heater. E
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