WAIHI.

Waihi! To the Maori, the word Waihi
means flehing water, but to the pakeha
of the Dominion it signifles the town
possesaing one of the foremost mines of
the werld, the town of erratic weather,
for strong winds blow pretty constantly
from all parta of the compass, and,
thirdly, & town which has attained great
notoriety for the varied kinds of excite-
ment it affords. Why the latter abould
predominate so largely in the formation
of history is, perhaps, a little difficult
to determine, but the answer solving
the problem why Waihi is distinet from
other towns of the colony in this respect
muy be tracenlle to the very heavy per-
centage of young and middle-aged people
who form the community, and the almost
complete absence of those have
borne the heat and burden of the day,
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and are now resting from, and enjoy-
ing the fruita of, their labours elsewhere,
Yes! Waihi is undoutedly the home of
tle worker, and within the beundaries of
the berough are to be found some of
the finest specimmens of young manhocd
ag are to be found in any part of the
King’s dominions. The population of
Waihi numbers now close on 7000, all
of whom are entirely dependent, directly
or indirectly, upon tha mining operations
condueted,

Munieipally the affzirs are under the
control of the Waihi Borough Counwil,
which was formed several years apo,
owing to the persistent agitation that
Waiki, although producing the pgreater
portion of the Ohinemuri Ceunty’s re-
venue, was net receiving ita fair share
of roads, paths, ete. The new couneil,
with an herculean tusk before it, set
about immediately ir. the eflort to make
the place more habilable, and it has dene
wonders in this direction. Owing to so
many acre residence sites having been
gmn'ted by the \Warden's Court, before
the actual importance of Waiki had dis-
closed itself, the residential part of the
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town naturally beenme very much seat-
tered. and the result has been e con-
struction of miles of ronds and strecta
that should never have  existed.  The
borough, therefore, hus had an inmense
tax pliesd nupom its financinl resouarees,
e the reductivn of
Wty wonkl certainty  prove <

Just nowe when sooumeh st peg
Lie din The conneil, however,
bly done remarkably woell, anil
#overy  short existtnee s
braug| noa waler sapply for domestie
o pmrposes at o cost of aboat £21,
OO0, erected municvipal gns works at n
cost of about £10000, i abatioirs at
o cost of about £2000, ra that it will be
seen our eity fathers helicve in keeping
the birthright of the people intact as far
as possible.  Moreover, the conneil has
also grassed, and Tnid ont with trers, ote.,
& fine recreation grouwl, which embraces
a bowling green, of which visiting lhowl-
era speak in the highest praise; in fact,
it is reyarded as one of the hest greens
in the provinee, thas removing for ever
the idea that “grass will net pgrow in
Waili”  The conneil lis now under con-
sideration  the tion of  swimming
BLnths, and everything possible is being
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done for the comfort aml convenicner of
the inhabitants.  The ratalle value of
the Waihi burough sstimated, approsi.
mately, at ahout £33.000, whilst the re-
venue from goid dut) iy estimatl
at alout £16.000 per anaun,
Crimmereinlly, the town will old jts
awn with any town of similnr size in
the aml wl 1the alistanee
My wenntres i -
s with  heavy  fre
ehec Bt ds marvellows that gomla e
ameil at sl cheap
in Larenls suld, in
instanees, a1 A lower rate {han
which abtains at Pueron 1he ne
ine port for the Upy Timmes di-trict,
The smin street 1 eomprises {he
prineipal pin has now
e alesinnted street, in -
mory of the Tate Premiber, und PR
s hannlsome shapes, the
whivh wurtes winl powds are invitisgls
and femptingly nrrayed. The franis now
Al eamprise plate gliss windoss, aal,
erilly spmaking, 1 shops are up o
date,
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