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R
wooden reilway carrisres unbearable;
even in this shott jourmey they wera
twica invited unctuously out to the
little desertéd stntmn “platform, of thé
rural English type, to acromplish =

changa of traime, the polite guernd treat- .

ing the matter each time as though it
were a most unusunl orcurrence and
one that distressel him deeply,

On srriving ‘at Medina, two of the
remarkoble eagines w 1wcometion, called
an “enginders' trolley,” awaited the
party, and in the most matter-of-fact
way possible; the railway station at
Medina waas left Lehind at a twenty-
mile lip.

There is really, however, nothing mat-
ter of fact to a person accustomed
Lo liansom calis, i the progression of the
“engineera’ trolley” of Fgypt. Adopted
Jike a hand-ear to go on the railway
tracks, it consists of an elevated super-
structure on which two passengers sit
complacently with their backs to the
engine; this takes the form of two aatin-
skinned young Arabs trained to a hair,
avho, clothed only in a loin-cloth {which
they discarded at will) alternately propel
the trolley at a high rate of speed. Une
man sprints fur just a hundred pacea
mlong one of the shining rails, pushing
the rar ahead of him, while his team-
mate lakes three bresths perched on a
low rear seat, then n sound like the
ficrcech of an owl in the night is heard
wud the Lwo figures change places with
ihe quickness and  prevision of
mechanism,

* Thig form of troiley is expensive el
human life, but inexpensive in other
wespects, aa the. runners generally die
at about the age of twenty-five of con-
wumption, while they earn some five shil-
lings a weck and nn occasional cigaretie.
- Bince the end of the Soudan ecampaign
#he work of irrization hias been scienti-
Fieally extended from the Nile far iz=o
the interior, chusing the sandy descrt
to produce five crops a year, and gradu-

ally forming certres of Activity where .

before there was only aridity and empti.
ness. It was ioward ome of these loca-
tiona that the acling commissioner wad
directing his journey.

After hours of weary progress through
the heat 'of the afternoon, the approach
of evening brought relief from the rays

'of the sun, and having passed through a -
straggling rettlement of tents, the long,

tiresomé” journey came to” an end. at
last, as the trolleys elowed down and
Etopped mnot far from m sclitary “rest
house” which was their appointed desti-
natinm. - N
, Ruth and her brother alighted stiffly.
Alee flung a couple of cigarettes to tha
fireless runners, whn, plistening with
prerpiration, sat  with  heaving sides,
pquatting in the dust, and preceded by
the dragoman and Mahomed the cock,
the travellrrs made their way io the
Yrest humse.”
" A government “rest-house” is a one-
atory building made of a sort of adode,
gurrounded by a covered veranda, in the
mid:lle of which,
or four ateps lead into the main apart-

ment.  This serves as dinlng-ronm, and
nn each side of it is a large, gloomy bed-
Toom,

Theae places, fitted out ariginally hy
an ecomemieal government, are used by
one tired official after another, as & place
whrre he can get a night's rest and a
bath.

2 For years no cleansing hand ia lifted
to sweep of repair, so that the imper-
EFonal ¢hill of a hotel is deepencd into a
#till more diemal gloomy by =
Helapidation due to years of neglect.

On entering the room assizned to her,”

it required & moment of self-control for
Ruth tn reeoncile herself to speading the
night in the dizmal plave, but being
young and yavenously hungry, she was
mhle to rurmount such Tadylike feclings
of repnznance.  Fhe therefore unpacked
fn a buxineas way and Itushed her hair
with a_wenseof cnmiqrt while Mahomed
Janned the ehareoal emhers of his stove,
fn preparation for a llmner oun to be
created by his magie. |

An Egyptisn conk carricn w»t'h him
on & journey an oullit consisiing of two
basketa, coe of which pontains the gtove
anil charcoal, together with a blanket in

eh he wraps himself st pight, and
sly some potataes: the mecond ia
fillod with vegetables and meat, fruit,

fish, flour snd @iher things unullly un-
congenial to each other, -

The stove is tbe siave of Afrlea, un-
changad for eenturics, Inng, flat and shal-
low, atanding om six legs.: The. cock

lls it with ihateoal brande, and start-
ng the fire with = mpark from & Bint,
he crouches on his haunches nead By,
sywtematically. #ncourazing the glowiag
ambers with~ his palm-leat fan, while

_tired old boy,” she. said,
-to be dome, I-suppose.-

back and front, threa .

grneral .
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savoury fumes arise, preaaging the evo-
Jution of & dinner exotic and delicious.
Alec snd his pister had been through
several ‘courses’ in much comfort mod
were toying with g snipe “en casserole,”
rich with aromas unknown to the “Cafe

- Ritz,” when the front door was opened

respectfu]ly by the’ &rugnmnn, who, mak-
ing & low salaam, addrusaed himsgelf to
his master. | -’

“It is & deplorable thing that hin Excel-
lency should be disturbed during tha
eating of the ‘esha,’ but an ‘askari’ is
without, desiring to see his Excelloncy in
the grente:t. haste, and, ifdeed, the mat-
ter which brmgs }um .;t t is tnne 15 moat
urgem >

With thesu words he moved aside,
ushering in a corporal of the native
pn]ice who, standing ntiﬂly “nt atten-
tion,” with his hand aleft in precise mili-
tnry salute, waited motionlessly for per-
mission frnm his supérior to spesk.

The sight of this man, dressed in the
blue, brass-buttoned uniform of a Londen
“Bobby,” varied by a sword, revolver and
the universal “fez,” made a rude break
in the evening’s tenor.

Alex, who had learned Arabic aa
a boy, entered at once into con-
versation with the newcomer, and the
two talked volubly in gutiural syl-
lables. Ruth gathered, as she lis-
teped, that in the headqu&ilers of tse
camp ihrough which they had passed
five miles back on the road that after.
noen, the single telegraph operator lay
stricken with enterie, Important mes-
sages had bren cummg in until the mo-
ment when the man’s growing weakness
had reached the point when he. could
e no more. Knowing that Alee,
with whom he had often talked. over
the wire, was at the “rest house,” he
had sent at once to enlist his help that
night in {he telegraph wuffice, in" order
thot the great organisation of the daily
work might not be confused, and that
nore “of the many hundred pickaxes

‘meed stay idle on the morrow.

“You heard the message, }iuth » said
Alec. “I suppose T had better go; what
do you think? Do you mind bring left
here alone for two or three hours? 111

. simply find out what they have to say,

tell them to send on a new mau, and
come straight back,” -

Ruth was not the kind nf girl t.o:com-
plain,  “Tt’s awfully hard-.on youj:
“but:'it's:
You mmstn't
mind me. I shall go straight to" bed,
and I am so dreadfully tired that-Y am
sure I shall be nsleep before I know
it

“Well,” rejoined Alec, as he unwilling-
ly began te grope abeut for his *pug-
garri” and riding whip, “make yourself
as comfortable as you can in that room
of yous, I'm sorry it is such a dismal
old cave’

The dmgnman then nie in, announe-
ing that the pony was ready, the “as-
kari” again saluted like a mechanical
toy,” and after ‘a few more words the
party filel out of the rest house and
started an thejr weary five mile _ride.

They remained in sight for quite a long
time, as the Drilliant moonlight of a
clousiless night made the whele surround-
ing country dlsmwunhnble far mr.u the
distance.

The loud, even roar of the builfrogs
was overwhelming, and the onty human
sound Ruth heard As she turned to go
indoors was the peaceful snoring of Ma-
homed the cook, lying face downward
on the vegetalle basket. . ®he had not
the heart to wake him; as she closed
the door the soumdy still reached her
et like -a moaning,

The dragaman had helped the situation
a little by covering the dilapidated bed
with snow-white sheets and pillows,

The dreadfulnesy of the dark, which
little children know s well. is a thing
nn ane can really outprow. What one of
us is thvre who has not “looked for the
dawn” through a dreary nightt :

Ruth's perved_were a little shaken by
the long day's journey, and she had
to take her courape in hoth hands while
‘making her preparntions for lurning in.
There was, no place to. put awny her
things but am old wanlrobe which had
been ‘propped up wgainat the wall by
a wooden Llock placed under ene cornerd
It ‘had once been the natural maple
wood, but had afterward bern painted

white,* The parching sun of many daysy
had blisfered it alt over and the white of
yeamn before was Jnoyw gnmy sod tha-

. colotred,

Takmf the undle In ber hand lhe
opened the ereaking doore, and as the
i:]drd thers wag a :?nr and & 1-7%

t chot oui ex(lngulnhmg the hggﬂ

- Bha felt the lourh of the creature's unm-
. eanny wings aguinst ber cheek an it few

or dry on the face.”.
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PLASTERS.

Aumversal remedy for pains in the back (so frequent in the case o!
women), They give instantaneous relief,

Wherever thereis
a pain a Plaster
should be applied.

Rheumatism,
Colds, Counhs,
Weak Chests,

Weak Back,

Lumbago,

Sclatica,

&c., &¢.
Insist upon having
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Brandreth’s Pills

For Constipation, Biliousness,
Headache, Dizziness, Indigestion, et
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