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On Thursday New Zealand assumed .l.i‘ mongrel dog, which they bad hrought

the dignity of the title ol a Domicien,
At such 8 time, s brief giance back over
the early history and progress under
European occupation of this, the first
eolony added to the Empirs under the
sovereignty of Queen Victoria, may not
be out of place: -

THE DAYS OF MAORI OCCUPATION,

Estimates of the time that .has elapsed

mince the Macris first arrived in New
Zealand differ very much, but the best
aestimates place it at four or five hundred
years. According to tradition, Turi, a
chief of Hawaike (the identity of which
can only be.conjectured), first reached
these shores, with the members of his
tribe, in a canoe called Aeotea, landing
at Witikan, a bay between Taranaki and
‘Wanganui. - Turi obtained his knowledge
of the exiastence of the islands from
Kupe, who had ‘mighted New Zealand,
and, returning to Hawaike, reported his
discovery. Another canoe called Toko-
maru, from the eame place, commanded
by a chief named Manaia, arrived, and
n considerable immigration
The new arrivals found a peacenble race
of people, ealled Moriaris, already in pos-
session of the land. These they speedily
subdued end exterminated, or emslaved,

followed. -

the only Temnant of this people, who pre--

aerved their racial characteristics till

modern times, bsing the inhabitants of |

the Chatham Islands, whose  iselation
protectod them from destruction by the
more musterful -race. The invadera

spread over ¢he Nerth Island, and ob--

tained a footing on the South Island.
Being divided inte tribes hostile to each
other, they were often at war, a fact
which accounts for the increase being

sinaller than might have Leen anticipat- .

od.
Maoris numlered more than 120,600,

DISCOYERY DY LKUROPEANS.

Bome  time during the -16th centtry
the celony wad for the fivat time visited
by Europeans. No definite
any expedition are known to be extant,
but everything points Lo a visit having
been paid the islands before the time of
Tasman, Of the visit of Tasmuan there
exist pgood accounts. and it is evident

It ia' donbtful.if at any. time the,

records of:

that the Dutchiman, who never landed in

the country, was, after the massacre of
ont of lis Loat's crew at {iolden Bay,
only too anxious to luave the vicinity of
the land lha had_ inwdvertently stumlled
upen. HMis objuct was to suil to ths
eastward, and, wissing Couk’s. Strait,
owing 1o a gale, he cvasted nlong as far
as the North Capa, At tha Three Kinas
he made an effort to Jand, but the ap-
pearance of & number of Maoria on the
eliore maste him 1ift nanclhor and sail
away. Thia was in 1642, aul from that
date till the first appraranee of Cook in
the 370-ton frigate Endeavour, some 127
years. later, there is ho relinhle meconnt
of any navigator visiting New Zealand.
As ehowing what an izdefinite idea Tas-
man had chtaincd of the colony, it may

be tuentioned that he named it Staten

Taland, apparently under the impresaion
that it might possibly be o part of Tervs
del. Fuego, which lad some time befors
becn ‘distovered by n Dutehman, snd
named aftar tha State's (General, Thae
Duteh authorities, however, changed the
nhame back te Nova Zelandis, which wat
that appearing on an old chart showing

Indefinitely the northern part of the

North Ialand. ' Cook's resiearches, which
extendad over four voyages and coropris-
od 327 days apeut in the colony, were so

thorough that the map he made is re-°

coghinad &8 being wonderfully mocurate,

Hn wan savera on the natives, but gained °

thair ‘respect. * Previons to his voyages
:?c only fourfooted animals that the
sorls posscesed wers & small rat and

to New Zealand with then:. Cook gave
them pigs, fowle, and seed potatoes.

A LAND} WAITING A CLAIMANT.

The English Government declined to
avail therselves of the new land which
Caok teporied so favourably on, and had
taken possession of in the name of the
King. Whalers and sealers found ita
copst, however, a profitnble fishing
ground, and early in the 19th century
eatablished a settlement at Kororavcka.
The Maoris were at this time a people of
flexible ethics, and Kororareka, in its
earliest stages, inhabited by conviets es-
caped from the Australian penal setile-
ment and the riff-raff of whaling vessels,
waa for a considerablo peried. a scene of
most horrible orgies, and undeubtedly
A blot on colonisation, TFollowing on
this early settlement by the scum of
civilieation came thie missionaries. Tha
Rey, Samuel Marsden, whosa dream it
had been for many years to Chrisiianiss
the mnativea, arrived -al Hokianga in
1814, It speaks weil for the whole-heari-
ed and disinterested body of men who
were the pionecrs of missionary work in
New Zealand that they obtained such a
hold over the turbulent natives, Cer-
tain it is that the Maoris appreciated
1he practical instroction in _the Ways of
civilisation that the missicnaries Im-
parted;. and the religion they preachad
sppealed to their emotional and poetic
nature.  (feat a8 was missionary in-
flnence over the Maoris it was mnot
powerful enough to prevent the terribla
intertribal - wars that- were waged be-
tween 1820 and 1840,

THE STEPS PRECEDING ANNEXA-
TIOX.

The FEnglish Government, althougzh
they had ro long declined to take over
New Zealand, did not reflect in this mat-
téer the attitizde of the English publie.
A section of tho great British public at
least was intercsted in the reports from
the far-off islands. [t was perliaps the
jnflucnce of the nissionaries, who de-
sired New Zealand aa a ficll to work
out their own designs in, that prompted
the reply of -tha Irake of Wellington,
then Prime Minitter, when in 1820, in
answer to a deputation, he fAatly refused
te take any steps to bring New Zexland
within the pale of. the Empire. The
New South Wales Government, neverthe-
leas, felt called upon, ewing te the iuge
numhber of whitea ot thal time reaident
al the Bay of lsliads, to do something.
They therefore, in 1334, ‘Appointed Mr
James B3nshy as Rrsidenl at Korarareka,
He was not pzrsonaily popular, and, be-
ing without powers, his peaition bhacame
a sinectere,

In 1438 the New Zealand Company
waa formed in London to carry out &
system of colonisation drevised. by Kd-

- ward Gibbon Waketicll, and in 1840 they

cotonised Port Nicholson. . The natives
repudinted the land purchases made by
Colonel Wakefiell en hehalf of the Com-
pany, and owing to the lhasiy despatch
of emigrants from England th» pionecra
of Wellington bad s roupgh time of it for
wome years. The missionaries, .in 1833,
becaiue covineed of the fact that the
French  were anxioua to rolonian New
Zcaland and they reluctantiy camu to the
conclusion that the only way out of
the dilemma was rRanexatioh hy Eng-
land. The aciion of the N.Z: Company
forced the hand of the Impertal Gavern-
ment, and to avoid the colany hrcoming
& French poasession they eveniuslly de-
elded on He annexstion. - .

| .. THE TREATY OF WAITANGI.
Governor, Flobson landed ‘at the Ray of
Islands on January 28th, 1840, with his
eothmissjon as Governor in his pocket,
and in May wns nigned the Treaty of
Waltangl, which acknowiedged the wove-

reiguty of Queea Vietcria over the ia-
lands, while rocognising the titles of tho
natives to their lands. It js strange what
small incidents have a marked effect on
big eventa. Of the chiefs nsscmbled who
spuke on the treaty the cnly strong sup-
portar of the proposed annexation was
the powerful Tawati Waka Nene, of the
Nyapuhi tribe,  After a long list of
chiefs had spoken ona arcse and in great
excitement addreses] 'is Kxeelleney to
the effect that the Alaoris would not con-
sent to part with their fands. Hiz ex-
cited gestures reemied almost m inenaca
to many arectators ignorant of the gist
of his remarks, and on rcAuming his veat
he was taken to task Ly the next spenker,
who taxed him with ineivility to the Gov-
erncr. Still excited, the surposed of-
fender leaped on the platform and ex-
tended his haml to GGevernor lUokéon in
token of goed feeling nnd his wish of
being rightly wunderstocd. His Exesl-
lency advanced and gravely shook his
Tands. This was ithe eignal for a romr
of delight from the natives and a loud
cheer from the KEuropeans, who ccnsid-
cred thet the discussion haj endel fav-
ourably from this aimplz action of one
of the priacipal opnosers.

- The effect waa magical, The feeling of
the Maoris changed from one of g owing
oppgsition into acquirscence. Only on:
digsenlient voice was, raised, and that
the veice of Bishap Pampallier, who, being
n Freachman, bad other desiyns for the
future of the colony. Vifty chiefs signed
the treaty. Il'roclnnation of sovereiynty
over the South Island was not declared
Lill July,_184Q, just in time te forestall
the Irench warship L'Aube, which had
come out to take the islands in the namne
aof France, .

AUCKLAND CHOSEN AS CAPITALL

Governor IHobson quickiy decided that
Ruasell, the town he founded on arrival
at the Bay of Islands, was not a suaitahle
capital. in dealing with the site eventu-
ally selected on the banks of the Waite-
wata, Mr. Reeves, in his Look, says:—
“ He made §a good 2 ehoice that his pame
is likely to be remcembored therefore as
long as New Zealand lasts. By found-
ing the City ¢f Auckland he not oaly
took up m strntegzic position wiich cut
the Mnaori tribes almest in kalf, but selsg-
ted an unrivalled trading cenire. The
varrow nerk of laml on which Awvcklund
stands, between the winding Waitemata
on the enat, aml the bronder Manukan
Harbour on the west, will, before many
yoara, be sprend from rside ta side, by a
great mevenntile city,

Governor Halson died at Ave™lind in
1842, nnd in 1843 arrived to succeed him
{iroverner Fitzroy, The Jaiter gut thing
into such a pretty pickle that in 18945 h-
was teplaced by Cuaplain George Grey,
who kad extricated South Auatralin from
her trovbiex. A war with n section of
the Newpuhi tribe w Tkeke and Kaw-
hiti in the north, which Fiiz-oy had con-
ducted with futal vesults 10 Nritish prea-
tige, Grey. by decivive and aclive steps,
quickly suppressed, hut trouhle wilh the
nativea in the Wellington province, tak-
tng the fort, of a goerilln warfare, nl-
though not clararterisc] by anry aerizuy
engagement, tonk longer to completely
stamp oul.

EARLY TROURBLES.

Many of the troubhles and anxirtion of
the oarly aettiers will probobly remain
unwritten history, The (lovernment was
supported by a wholly insufficlent mili-
tary force, and had to rely very much
upnn the goodwill of the chiefa. The
firat perious nlarm among the settiers of
the North was caused hy the intelligence
af the [all of Kororareknr, and the news
that Heke meant {0 attack Aockiand.
It wen reported at the time that 2000
natives were willing to join him in am

~ the Domin

niorn.

A ‘Br\'z'e‘f Sketch of New Zea[aﬁd’s Tr(&ress

expedition agrinst the capital.
neeting of the Legizlative
held  on March {5, 1845,
ed that thy  Auvckland
be made impreguabla  ngainst mus-
ketery for the protection of women
and children, and that all the male in-
hobitants Ie swern in spacial constables,
At & much lnter peried the Government
was unable to punish native offenders
when opposition was offered. The Hon.
Mr Swainaon, in his intercating work on
New Zealand, relailes n ease where & na-
tive, con rd of th>ft anidl sentenced
in the court at Auckland, wihn rescued
by hia friends in court whe had been
liztening to the trial, and, upun ilr con-
clusion, started wp  and, bramlishing
their to-unhawks. carried off the prisoner
in the face of Judge and court ofticera. In
1851, Auckland was tloeatened with at-
tack, arising out -of the difficalty in
excenting justice. A mative had been
taken into custody in Aucklnud on &
charge of theft, when n scuflle enaped,
and an innocent chief was knockel down
by o native paliceman #nd  lodged  in
gaol, but nt ounce liberated. Tho chief
lett in high dudgeon, and, returning with
three hundred armed - wnrriors, landed
in Mechanies’ Boy. and dewmnded {hat
the policeman be given up. By a aliplo-
maticé negotiation his wrath was appeas-
ed, and he departed in prave; Upen the
whale, however, justice was very fairly
administered even in‘thase days hutween
natives and Kuropeanw, R

A epecial
Council,
order-
barracks

GRANTING OT A REIMRESENTATIVE
o " CONSTITUTION.,

From 18340 ta 1852 the coluny wos
governed by an Executive nnd Legisla-
tive Counecill, nominated by the Crown
to act in conjunctivn with the Govern-

ment.  Several proposals for -
represonialive constitulion  were pro-
pounded,  but were - promaunced  un-
suitable  for the pecaliar cir-

cumstances  of e calany-—the abarnea
of any central point of setilement, and
the difticulties of commnuicalion i:itween
the settled communities alome th: corat
rendering the framing of a Conatitution
uadapted to the requirements of the cann-
Ly n dilienlt ta But, although de-
prived of a voice in the contrel of rolo-
ainl malters, Lhe settlers were envour-
aged by Sir Geo. Grey durizg hia first
terin of Governarahip Lo exercise Inrge
functions of self-government. He created
extensive endowsnients, and  granted a
charter tn the settlers of Anckland of &
vevy liberal ehuracisr, which endawed
them unt anly with all the pewers of an
English municipality within the city. but
empowered thew to ndwinister the nf-
fnirs of the surrounding distvicis, where

pettlement wna mpidly exteading. Buk
the culonista exhibited great  indilfer-
ence; the country settiers were nfrail of

being tuxed hy the ecitizeny, and atiowed
1he charter to [l in, In 1852, & (Com-
stitalion, franail by Nir Grorge Urey

upon the most liberai hasis yet conceded
nas

through Lo
gh with some
alterations which huyve since proved a
pource of wischicf. 1L created 2 Colo-
nial Legislature, consisting of two Cham-
Lers—an clective dlunae of Wepresenta-
tivea and & nominated Legialative Coun-
cil; it slmo divided Lhe coteny into six
provinces—Auckland, Wellin jtos
I'lymouth {sfterwards chang.d iu Tars-
naki), Nelson, Crnterbury, and {Mago,
with Provincial lepislatures posacssing
large powere. Under thin aystem of lo-
cal contral, settlement proapered rapidly
in exch of the aiv innlated centres. Tha
firat session of the Genernl Arsembly un-
der the new Constitution was convened
for May £4, 1R54, hy Lientanant-Colonel
Wynyard, U, the officer in command
al the troops, who became Administ ra
tor of the UGovornment during the I‘

1o o culony,
Rrtisl PPariia




