
MUSINGS and MEDITATIONS

By Dog Toby

DOMINION DAY

DOMINION
Day marks an import-

ant step in the history of our

colony. We have emerged from

infancy to manhood. It is the

coming of age when we take

upon ourselves the dignity and responsi-

bilities of man’s estate. For hitherto we

•have been regarded to some extent as in

the stage of childhood, we have had a

voice but hardly a fully recognised equal-

ity in the Imperial councils. Now we go

to meet the representatives of the Moth-

erland no longer as a mere colony and

dependency', but as a Dominion, as a

country with full rights and standing of

our own.

All honour is due to the distinguished
statesman who has gained for us this new

dignity. Sir Joseph Ward has many

claims on our gratitude. He has proved
the most capable Postmaster-General of

our time—the equal of the great English
Fawcett. By his efforts in the direction

of cheaper postage and quicker means cf

communeation he has drawn us closer to

the mother country and to foreign lands.

It is safe to say that at the postal con-

ferences, more, perhaps, than anywhere
else, New Zealand has made her influence

felt as being one of the great nations of

the world. At the recent Imperial Coun-

cil Sir Joseph also made it apparent that

we had emerged from a position of being
merely a colony. Our legislation has

been watched with the keenest interest,

and. the opinions of our statesmen admit-

tedly carry great weight even beyond
the limits .of the British Empire. The

term “colony” implies something sub-

ordinate and dependent. The Roman

colonies were little better than military
outposts, theGyeek colonies were mainly

composed of scattered bands of emi-

grants dotted along the sea coast. “Do-

minion” implies rule and power; the

word has a strong and virile ring about

it. And we have attained to a position
of rule and power amongst the nations.
Our statesmen are no longer men of in-

fluence in domestic affairs alone; they
are men whose opinion carries weight in

the most august parliaments of the Old

World. It is therefore most fitting that

we should celebrate this great event by

every means in our power, and show our

appreciation of the compliment that has

been paid us by the motherland in recog-

nising.us as no longer a child and a sub-

ordinate. but as..a nation and a power
admitted to terms of the fullest equality
with older countries.

Still, with all our pride in our coun-

try. we are a peculiar people, and hardly
take ourselves seriously' enough. We are

in that stage of growth between early
and full manhood that is known as the

awkward age. Our most serious sound-

ing odes in honour of our land are

touched with burlesque. There is no

reason wiiy this should be so. We have

not the huge unpeopled wastes of Can-

ada or Australia, we lack the vast half-

civilised tracts of South Africa, but we

have '.i land that enjoys advantages pos-
sessed by none,of these larger countries.

Though in all the best things we may
jv.'tly claim to take our rank amongst
the great world powers, yet people smile

because they say other big States could

tuck us away, in a small portion of their

territory ami lose us. They could lose
New Zealand but not the New Zea-

lander. We have In come a nation be-

cause we have developed a national char-

acter. Anynhe can recognise the differ-

ence betweert:- the Englishman and the

native born:. And this genesis of a new

typo is also worthy of being marked
in a specie 1 manner because the type
itself is noble. ‘ We are free from the

Americanism-'that taints- so much of

Canada, and’the bug-bear of the foreign
millionaire that hahints the Transvaal.

Nor have wv the to cosmo-

politan vulgarity that is often noticeable
In the Australian. Matthew Arnold

onee remarked that the United States

was the worst possible country for a

person of moderate means to live in.

He might have added that New Zea-

land was the best. The New Zealander

is kindly and hospitable; he is hard-

working, and he is simple and unaffected

in his tastes. A man can get more of

the real enjoyment of life in the colony
for little cost than in any country in

the world. In England, the older civil-

isation and many traditions demand

much style and ceremony. The Old

Country families look askance at a new-

comer. A man is more esteemed for

what his forefathers were than for what

he is in himself. You are compelled
by hard and fast social customs to

choose your friends from your own set.

In New Zealand things are different.

True, worth and merit alone win re-

cognition; we are all newcomers and
all start equal. Gentle birth that shows

in gentle deeds always counts for much

everywhere; but with us the deeds are

all important, and we know that true

nobility of character is a matter of the

heart rather than of heraldic quarter-
ings. It may be safely said that no

other country produces a better type of

successful man than New Zealand. Free

from all ostentation, kindly, simple, they
are men of whom any land might well ne

proud. We are not celebrating any

grand federation or access of new ter-

ritory, but we are celebrating our birth

as a nation with a national character,
and may that eharaetet long eehtihue

and be handed on undimmefl and un-

tarnished ’ through all the generations
yet to come.

SEVERE HEADACHES.

NEARLY DRIVEN TO DISTRACTION.

BILE BEANS AGAIN IN EVIDENCE.

Headache sufferers often fly to des-

perate remedies for case The surest saf-

est, and speediest cure for this painful
complaint is Bile Beans. Bile Beans ban-

ish headache as they do all other symp-
toms of digestive disorder, by correcting
the liver and stomach in a natural man-

ner by natural means, for Bile Beans

are compounded solely from Nature’s fin-

est vegetable remedies. . Most people are

content with the belief that a headache

is only a headache, and a thing, when it

comes, to be borne with as much patience
and forbearance as the severity of the

case may call for. Bile Beans will cure a

sick headache in a day, and a regular
course will permanently remove the

cause, banishing sick headaches from

your life altogether.
Miss F. .Nargar, of . Torbanlea, Nr.

Maryborough, Q., says: “I was recently
troubled with splitting headaches, the

fearful throbbing pain in my forehead be-

ing so acute that I was nearly driven to

distraction. 1 tried home treatments in

the shape of bandages, etc but without

success and I continued to suffer agonies,
when an aunt of mine, who had always
taken Bi]e Beans for her ailments, ad-

vised me to give them a trial. I pur-

chased a box, and in less than an hour

after taking the first dose I felt decided

relief, and after undergoing a short course

I was my old self again. 1 have had no

return .of the ejtej-uyiating headaches

sine.?, but.shoujd they do so, I shall cer-

tainly take the spine medicine whicn so

quickly ami surely took away sty last

headache, and that was Bile Beans.”.. .
Keep your liver, stomach, bowels, and

digestive organa healthy by taking Bile

Beans, the world’s standard family medi-

cine. They promptly cifre Indigestion,
Biliousness, Constipation, Female Weak-

nesses. Anaemia, Bad Blood, Headache,
Giddiness, Nausea, Dyspepsia, and tone

up and strengthen the whole internal

economy. Of all chemists and Stores at
1/11 and 2/9 per box (2/9'size holds
three times 1/11).

International Exhibition,
CHRISTCHURCH,

1906 - 1907.

Tho following HIGH-CLASS MILLED, DESICCATED ana
DELICATELY PERFUMED,

LONDON MADE
TOILET SOAPS

Were Exhibited by the Manufacturers:

PRICE’S PATENT CANDLE CO. LTD.,
(LONDON & LIVERPOOL)

“REGINA,”
“REGINA CREAM,” “REGINA VIOLET,”

“COURT,” “BUTTERMILK,”
“PALMITINE BATH,” “GLYCERIN CREAM.”

These Soaps may be obtained through any CHEMIST or
STOREKEEPER. Wholesale in

AUCKLAND, NAPIER,
CHRISTCHURCH, NELSON,
DUNEDIN, NEW PLYMOUTH.
INVERCARGILL, WELLINGTON,

&c Sc.

The Company also Showed Specimens of their Leading B

Brands of:

CANDLES, NIGHT LIGHTS, GLYCERIN,
Antf of their Celebrated s-

“SkS ENGINE OILS,"
MOTOR OILS and LUBRICANTS. 1
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WfHalf-Tone 6 Umb

i

® Eleetrotypers ml
Al STEREOTYPERS ffl
llm Illustrations for ft®

Catalogues Books S3|
and every description of

MW PR INTIN a Ew
\W/ AT SHORT NOTICE

iSiH

26 The New Zealand Graphic for September 28, 1907


