agile, more given Lv ruminating, and
therefore less receptive of what in new
and striking. Ho there in no wit in the
world to be compared with that of la
Rochefoucanuld, of ' Serile, and of Vol
taire: while there Is no humour in any
Yiterature which gnite equzls that of
the Kuglish weiters whom I have al-
Teady mentioned, rnd that of Stesd and
Fielding. of Goldsaith amd of Holrres,

What is nsually spoken of as “Ameti-
can humonr” is very often not humour-
ous af nll, but ix rlm-nlmllv mirked hy
wit. The writings of Mark Twain af-
ford nbundant instances of both wit and
hupmunr, even though they are usually
cla~sitied as belun--mg wholly to the se-
cond eategory. When he joius the dig-
nified to the tudicrous in order to excite
our mirth, when he startles us by some
nnespected tura of phrase or thought,
ther e is =imply witty, On tha other
hand his drolteries, conceived with an
Rir of perfect gravity and put forth as
thongh with a sincere simplivity- these
are really humowr, as when, in “The In-
nocents Abroad.” he describea his ex-
perientes in a Twrkish bath. or tells nof
how lie wept at the grave of Adum. The

pame thing is true of Lowell, whose
“Riglow Tapers” are at limes irrever-
ently witty and at other times replete

with the richest humour.

But though the Fremch as a people
are more witty than humorous, and
though the English as a prople are more
humorcus than witty. it wonkl be a very
gweeping statement if one were to asaert
that the French possess no sense of hn-
woeur, The innumwerable comic seenes in
Molieve's plays and the fact that his
eountryimen enjoyed them with an in-
tenze delight would prove the contrary,
fiot te mention the abounding fun in
Dauwdet'a talea of the immortal Tartarin
and hia Alyrerian adventures, his faithful
eamel and  his Falstaflinn stories of his
prowess a3 a hunter,

HIMOUR AND WOMEN WRITERS.

Trecisely in the same way would it
be abaurd to hold that wonen have no
eenze of humour. The pages of litera-
ture—-and of very great literature at

The New Zealand Graphic f-or Avugust 24,

that—are enough te  vindicute them
fram ihe charge of being merely witty,
There are touches of hnmour ta be found
in all e novela of June Austen—in the
love uffaira of “Catherine Morland™ and
the Rirtations of “lsabella Thozp” In
“Mrs Poyser.” George Eliot has given to
the world a richly humorous type, quit:
worthy to-be el beside some of the most
ecomic of ithe charactera that Dickens
drew. And so in her “Middlemarch”
there is not only ohservation but real
humour emhbodied in the sketch of “Mr
Brooke"—that ipcansequential, super-
ficial, sell-satisfied squire, “'who used to
know a good dead ahout this sort of
thing some time ago” though at any
given moment his knowledge about any-
thing whatéver is whelly serambling and
uncertain.

Again. the most amusing kind of hu-
mour is ta be found in some of the chap-
ters written by Ilarriet Beecher Stowe.
Whatever one may think of *“Uncle
Tom's Cubin" as o polrmical novel, there
are scenes and incidents described in it
which will make anyone laugh with ua-
restrained enjovment. Topxy—that im-
possible litile piccaninny, mischievous,
exasperating. and yet with & human hears
-—ia droll to a degree; and scarcvely less
80 is the primly conrscientious Miss Ophe.
lia, who undertakes to train and civilise
this little waif of Africa. In guite an-
cther vein. yet with scarcely leas effect,
has M Stowe nncovered a golden vein
of fun in the theological portions of
“The Minister's Wooing.”

If we were to cite contemporaneous
examples, the liat of women writera who
have shown the gift of iumour might be
lengthened out  indefinitely; but the
name of Mary Wilkins may scrve alone
as an admirable and convincing proof of
what can be achieved by women in this
field. Her New Englund characters—
her prim old maids, her viltage boys and
girls, her “hired men,” Ler pedlars, and
her grocers—are drawn in such a way
that ali their humorous possibilities are
secnt,  And in drawing them she has
sllown a mastery of the supreme and
finest type, in that the fun iz often
mingled and inscparably blended with
that pathos which is never entirely re-
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mote from the creatinns of the greotest
Twmorist«: sinee humour iteelf springs
{from an innet sympathy which lics very
near Lhe source of tears. .

e s 0
Clothes Made of Paper.

Tue doy is not far distant when it may
be the fashion to wear ciothes mode of
paper. At first we aliall be incredulous
and sceptical, but with extended know-
ledge there will come enlarged faith, and
in eelecting our mew sumnier suiiings
the prefereace will probably Le for the

- very latest “paper cluth” patierns,

Tihe new cloth is named by 1ts Saxon
inventor “xylelin.” It js a paper yarn
that has been suceessfully used in a wide
range of textile falrics.

The utilisation of paper wood fibre
in this new and practical way, and the
exireme cheapness of the new material
compared with other yarna now in use

_is really a remarkable achievement.

It should be underastond that xylolim
i3 a wood fibre spun into & paper thread
or yarn. and may be woven into any de-
sired fabric. It is primarily a thread
or yarn, and is emplsyed exclusively io
weaving. .
The thread is not brittle, it does not
hate a hard surface, and it =zeither
shrinks nor stretches to any appreciable
extent. Having certain resilient quali-
ties. it cannot be readily crushed or
dented Yke paper, and on it moisture
has practically no effect. 1t is a ser-
vireable substitute for cotton, jute, linen,
and even silk.  When bleached the yarn
is of a spowy whiteness, and at first
glance cannot be distinguished from cot-
ton. It can be woven to appear &as
homeapun linen.

Being paper. it can he more readily
dyed in delicate shades, far outmateh-
ing the range of colours to which cot-
ton or silks are susceptible, and vastly
mote than those of linens.

Among the various fabries in which
the greztest amount of work has thus
far been accomplished is the making of
ruga and carpets, and at the factories

of the inventor paper floor eoverings aré
woven in great quantities.

In Baxony the yarn of lieavier quality,
woven inte beautiful designe, is found
to possess wdvantages over certain
classes of floor caverings.

Some idea of its adaptability for tow-
els may be gathered from the fact thak
Jast year alone 7000000 pieces wers
made and sold, and it is likely that not
one purchaser in & hundred But thought
be was buying linen towelling at bargain
prices.
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Grymbling Children.

We cannot expect our children e bhe
cheerful and gay if we constantly act
tiieruw the.example of grumbling. I sm
sure we have all noticed that some chil-
dren gradually take this tone from their
mother, until the halit, with or without
cause, i3 firmly established. They sea
discontent priated on ithe face which
ought always to be pleasant, and tha
same lines form themselves on their owan
little faces, almgst uncomscioualy.

I overlieard a child =ay to her nurse,
one day, recently. “ Brom't you find it
{presuruably some duty) & bother?
Mother sazys everything is a bother!”
Now, that child would never have
thought of such a thing if the ides had
not beeu suggested to ber by her un-
wise parent. Have you never passed &
group of gossiping women, and noticed
the expression on the faces of the little
enes who are standing by, Hstening to
the remarks, complaints, and detailed
anecdotes, ete., of first on woman and
then ancother! Small wonder is it that
the little girls grow wp inte loud-voiced
scolds. Even in their play their tomes
losc their childish cadence, and are
trrnsformed by mimic anger into harsh
unlovely sounds, As there is & time
for everything, soc there are octasiom
when it is necessary for you to mhow dis-
pleasure at something which has occur.el
{0 annoy you. But having omce spokea
out plainly about it, sa¥y no more, especi-
aliy in the presence of the children, wio
are born mimics, and are quick to toke
their tone from yours.
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ARTISTIC FURNITURE at OUR FAMOUS LLOW PRICES.

BEDROOM BUITE, in Solid Rimu and Puriri. Handsome Wardrobs with best British Bavelled Piata Mirror {48x 18).
Washstand with Marble Top and Majolica Tiles.

quality Mirrar (28 x 200

Dressing Tabls with sama

The whola mounted with Brass, Nicksl, or Copper Furnishinge.

The above is one of our Special Designs, which, with many others, may be viawed in cur spacious Furniture and Clrpet Showroams.

Extensive and cholce variety in Dinin
All goods marked in plain figures.

and Drlwmg Room Furniture.

We are spacialists in Easy Chairs.

stimates and suggestions for any scheme chearfully given

SMITH & (CAUGHEY, LTD.

- COMPLETE MOUSE FURNISHERS, Etc.



