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HORTLY atier Mr. wnd Mre.
Thomas Tomlinson had returmed
to Chicage from their wedding
journey Mr. Tomlinson wan call-
ed to New York on busineas.

“T wish,” said Mra. Tomlinson, “that
1 could go with you. I .shall be terribly
lonesome.” T :

“I'd like to tike you, my dear,” her
husband replied.” “but I shall be busy,
you know, and it would be very disagree-
able lon;' you alene in some botel where
yon didn*t know a soul. * Cheer up, little
girl! Don't look so forlorn.”

“I'm so afraid something may happen
to you, and—and—" X

“Nothing’s going to happen, and I'll
eonme back just as soon as L lc;m." ;

“But when will that be?™™ ..

“I can’t tell exactly.” .

Before leaving, ‘Tomlinson' placed In
his wife’s hands o number of things that
he had not had tire to put in his safety-
deposit box. Among them was the code-
bouk used to save tells en’ tclegrams be-
tween the Tomlinson offices in New York
and Chicago.® - - 7. n

When he reached Buffalo he thought
it would be well to send his wife a Te-
assuring wire.

Whilz writing hig ‘mes’
mage he suddenly remembered the story
of the optimist who, having fallea from
the toof of a high building, ealled out
as he was passing the third ot fourth
ptocy, “Tm all right so far” ‘Tomlin-
mon had told this story to his wife while
they were on thei wedding trip, and
she had laughed heartily at it. "So the
wire that she received read as followa:

Like optimist. All right &0 far.

Slie had put in the time alter her
husband’s departure thinking of all the
howrible things that could possibly hap-
pen to him, and the arrival of the mese
genger-hoy filled her with dire forebod-
ings. With nervous -6mgers she™ toré
open the envelope, Her first glanee at

the message was Traseuring; but after

she had read it the second iima she

began to have doubts. she -had- mevers - third- message, which rexd:

understood the optimist story, and, he-
siden, it had passed quickly out of her
anemory.  Presently she thought of the
code-book, and with a wildly beating
heart she ruched upstairs to get it.

- Dptimist,” * Optimist,” " Optimist,”
she Kept repeiting ns she_ turned over

the pages. Ab! there it WAS. :__‘"thir__n-
iat: Be prepured for emergemeies. -Iis-
regard other dexpatches’ © | o -

Qhe sank down in a limp hegp, and
tried: to, assure herself that .there, was
gome wistake, There was the . state-
ment that he was all right so .far, but
eventunlly she read disaster into even
that part of tie mwasage. That he wys
all right so far indicaiel & fear of
future injury or trouble. - - -

Just above the worl “Optimist” in
the code wad the word ' Operation”
which meant, * Give all particulars at
once.” When  Thomas Temlinson
reached Albany he recvived this mess-
age:

Greatly wortial. Can’t unlerstand
. gperation. e

" 'There hag been a period in the mess-
age after the word = undersiand * -as
Mry. Tomlinson wrote it; hut teolegraph
operaters are pot alwaya mreh:l‘ about
punctuation matks, .

Tomlinson  trivd all the way to
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.Pough.keepsin to.ﬂgure-_‘iﬁ: ‘o\if:.
there he tclegraphed again,’ saying:

Am all right so far.

‘Fallinig opti-
mist, you know. .

.. It- wan getting dark when this wire
© was dlivered, and Madeline Tomlinson,
_al BGOR 18 she' read if, became hysteri-
cal. After a-brief session among the
pofa-pillows, however, she made a brave
affort to be ¢nlm, and going to the code-
baok amain, she tried to interpret the
cipher. 8he found that the word * Fall-
ing " meant “ Believe nothing you hear,”
-- Pressing - her Thands  against her
temples, she stared at the words, Then
she remembered how her husband had ar-

-, Bued against the advisability of her ac-

companying him, and,also, that he had
been -vague in his promise as to when
_he would e likely to return. She rushel
.10 the telephone to call up her mother
for advice, but decided when she had the
_receiver in her hand-that she would wait
for another message. - -
Shertly after. Tomlinson had reached
_his-holel .in New York he received this
Lowirg: . .

Have heard nothing, Exp];-tjri; at
cence, or will start on pext train,

He bit off the end of g cigar and sat
“down in the lobby tc study the matter
Mis troubled expression caused several
“people to look at him anxiouely: e
- maw nothing, however, but the message,
which he readd over and over.

#, “She has heard ndthing,” he "~mut-
tered. * Confound -it! - What c¢an she
mean by that? Her other wire showed
that she had received mine. Aht' My
‘pecond -roessage hasp’t been  delivefed.
i Whe's' writing for a reply to her ingéiry
concerning the oplimist.”
* Hi worried look gave way to a shile
a8 he went to the telepgraph counter and
begar “to “write. At ten o’clock Maide-
line Tomlinegn reeeived her husband's

) Explanation astray. Optimist
joke. DDon't understand about op-
eration. Write particulam. -

He had pwt it all in ten words, but
his wife did not take time to count
them. She had the code book ready
-when the MesHeiger arrived, awpd with
feverigh  hmste  wie - turned the pages.
M Explanation” was the first word slie
looked for, und she found, with a sizh
of. relief, that it meant " Ne eawse for

C alarn Then sfie turned to “Astray,”
and a sudden numbness came over her
a8 she read jts definition: * Hay nothing
1o reporters.’”

%he logked around in sudden fear, as
it she expected inquisitive newspaper
nen to rush at her befrre she might Le
able to hide! but only the waiting mers-
.enger was there.

Tumhueen had been aslesp for about
two hours, when e way aroused by the
ringing of his telephone-bell. The ex-
ehange, operator infornted him that he
was wanted on the long-distance wire,
but ae it waes working badly be was ad-
vised to go downstairs and talk.

* Chicago wante you,” said the girl at
the awitchboard when he appeared be-
fore her. “ Step inte the gecond heoth,
please, We've lort them, but 171l see
. Whether we can get another wire.”
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¥or half an hour Tomiinson etoed in
the hooth, perspiring and expressing un-
complimentary opiniens of the telephone
Rystent, Pittsburgh tried to repeat
Chicago's message to him, but there was
& big storm reging in the lower Lake
region, and at one g'clock he anprily
wlamined the door of the hgoth, saying
he waa going back to bed. He bhadn't
even been abie to flnd out who was try-
ing to tulk to him.

“Do yor wish to lrave any word, in
ense we pet o connection?” usked tha
ovpwrator.

“Ng," Tomlinsen angrily tepled—" or
¥ea, You can say 1'm dead to ihe
waorld."

Half an hour laler Pittaburgh called
for Mr. Tomlinsen again. The girl in
New York anawered, © He's déad "
Then the vonrection was leat.

1t wan five o'clock in tha morning
when Tomlinson was aroured from fit-
ful sluniber. He had lLeen dreaming
that e was in battle, witl eannon baom-
ing all arounld him, but on waking he
discoverrd that a be'l-boy wus pound-
ing at lLis door. Me was wanted at the
oflice immedintely, When he gol thers
ihe clerk handed him g wire which reaed:

1Tave body of Thomus Toulinson
properly carved for, Notify autharities
nt onee il {oudl play suspected
Npare no expense, Am taking first
irain for New York.

The message was signett by Joseph
Yawrence, Tomlinaons  fatherin-law,

“ What is the meaning of thix?" asked
the clerv.

After T'omlinson had paced around an
imaginary circle a few tiwes, ho replicd.

Yo on Tl give you as many guesses
a3 you wanl.”

It was three hours later when he sue-
eerded jn getting Chicago un the long-
distunece telephone. He had in the mean-
time heen sludying the me : fram
biz wife. The werd " Operaticn™  be-
came more and more Mmninous as ho
tried to fathom its memning. After n
gaod deal of trouble he goi hia lome
number. Lbut it was not his wife whao
answered him.

“\Who 4 this?> he demanded.
want to speak to Mis, Tomlinson”

“Mrs. Towmlinson cannet speak to
you,” was the veply. ** Bhe iy very il
What is wantaq?™ s

“Whoe are yout What s the matter
with my wife?” Tomlinson excitedly
askeld.

“I am Dr. Thowshy, 1 don’t wudor-
stand your reference 'ta yoir w

* Hay, doctor, for heaven'’s .a
you people out there oll g
What's the matter with M

“y

, have
crazy ?
re? Tell

me the troth at waze, Whay shoul] she
have to be aperated oa? Is she in dan-
gere”

Wil yon pleace explain who you
are?”

“Who 1 Counfounl i,  'm
Thonas Whae did you sup-

pose ! wes?
Thea the wire fuiled aguin, anl Ten-

linron was 1ottt o rush aboat like a
madmain. He telographed me w b
hig wife. 1o his father-iilaw, and to

Br. Tlaryshy, annonneing that he was
taking the ficst {rain for Chi::

forgctting all albont the businsss wlhich
had brovght him to New York,
Hiz m and otbers thit lad

hern receivid from the mmnager of the
hotel in New Yark served {o convinee
Mra, Tamlinsin that the repoit of her
husband™ cdeath waa nnfounded, She
was able, therefore to mcet liim at the
door when he jumped fram the ealy aml
hurireg up the steps. After matiers had
been explained. Fomlinson put his code-
hovk envetully into his jrsitle pockel,
prowizing himself never to leave it jn
the hourn in

“olust ALink,” his wife said, ne<tling

fondly a little closer to . as the
cleck on the wnutel began to atrike.
* Father has arrived in Kew York by
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this Lime. Tt was oo bal that he got
alarted before we ingd hieard from you,”
=1 dan’t wish. to seewn heartesa or
inhuman,” “Thomns ‘twhmlinson  replied,
“Lut 1 hope e took ou the gencral pro-
portions of o paneake  when he hit  the
carth! ?
ke drew away from Lim In sudden
harror. o '
“Are yun epeaaking of fatlhert™ ghe
demaumlel. .
“ No. I mceen Lhat fool of an eoptin
its! ™

—8. E. KIsER.
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growing around the cars. You
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BARRY’S |
TRI-COPH-EROUS

builds vp starved scalps. It
makes them able to supply the|
hait roots with vitality, and
There are no,

)

growing-power.
bare places around your cars
and on your forehead when you
use Tri-copherows. Be sure
you get Barry's,

Renter's Soap Makes Rosy Checha,

THEHOLSMAN
AUTOMOBILE COY.

HAVE YOU EVER WISHED
FOR AN AUTOMOBILE

Thal is bailt high enouzh to travel ssuniry roads like .

rarriage.

Wil clunb any ardinary bill 1ewgling,

Hay nodivida1 rear wnfe.

Han na differenbis r.

s nu fraut o cluled

Han nn fani Isvers in bothar.

1a o ¥ conlod and will Dol freess,

Haw wilid rulibar Lyras.

o brld 1k p ents)ag®.

Lankn | ke
iden like

THE HOLSMAN AUTOMOBILE,

Fall pariicalars on appllcation te—
W, J. COLES & COQ., 183 Herelord 30
CHRISTCHURCH.
Bole Agenty for N.2.

I AYE yuou trled Bournwyllle Cocen, pre-

prareds by Caidbory's? If not, you are
wilsslng 8 trept. There s uathilng superior
in Aavonred vocoos ta he found. Ask your
slurckevper for Rogrnrllle Cocon, and for
parth-ulars of the Jewel Unskets vf Choro
Litey Lkey ore glving saway free.

WITH PERFECT COMFORT.
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If you can get a pair to auit you you'll be able to READ, WRITE, or SEW for hours
y Moreover, your headaches will, most likely, dis-
appear.. . They come from the eyes 1 _lnvc no doubt.

?‘:??-{‘SAMUEL BARRY at 314,

these !

e will give you what's gight st the right price,  © °

BN T ]

QUEEN STREET
AUCKLAND.




