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with curried lobaler?
it in the land of Mer?t™

“so s0,” replied Matilda; "ull my fulks
are tulvrably well, thank you, 1 huave
toine (o wsk you about m private mat-
tert”® und she told of Epecks and his
song, ending with, “And now, dear liro-
ther Pipws, who wus the Koboldclatier-
man? Ounly tell e and 1 will give you
one of my polished scales as & reward!”

Pipes' cyes glisteaed. He paid: “Not
at all; surely ‘virtwe s its own re-
“warl' Sl 'tis a ksir offer, abd 1 ac-
cept it in the spirit in which it is made.
Let uy rest awhila on yonder reef whilst
the prucess of digestion proceeds, and 1
Will endeuvour to arouse Memory, the
warder ui the braio!"

Upon reuching the reef the hird closed
his eyes, folded his wings, meditated pro-

Well, how govs

“Perhaps you thiuk that it was
‘otiee upon a time't Well, theo it wasn't!
It was 130 years befure then! In these
far-off days, of course, there was a lot
mure water about than mow, And ihere
were Dwarfs and Dwurfesdes and Ogres
anml (kresses, and Griftina and Flying
Dragons, and suck ike ereatures. There
were 1o Mermen and no  Mermaids,
for as yct the land of Mer was not.
The tiwarfs had o walk upon stilts, and
they had te take great csre how they
moved over the wishy washy ground, for
A slip might have been attended with
dismal consequences. "1'is true that ‘he
who is down need fear no iall’ but a
dwarf on stilts wua likely to be drown-
ed; 0 you see they needs must be care-
ful.

“Now ogreg and ogresses dearly loved
& nics plump dwarf; boiled, roast or
fried, it wus all one to theur. And they
Taid their heads together and bit on a
pan for filling their larders with dwarf
meat. They ate oranges wholesale and
seaitersd the peel broadeast, and the
dwarfs slipped on the peel and fell dewn
like minepins on the wrshy-washy ground,
and there they were on their backs zatl
sprawling, an easy prey withal to their
ferncieus foed,

“And herein the dwarfs ran a chance
of being exterminated, but for the prif-
fina. Gritfins are utcommonly purtial to
cakr—cake with pleaty of peel in it,
‘And the<e grifins became dilivent search-
ers after peel. What the ogres threw
down the griffins picked up, and took it
home right joyfully. saying to their re-
spective wives, the griffinesses: ‘Hurry
up, nty love, and make it into cake.

“Now. just as dwarfs were & savoury
orsel for ogres and ogre=ses, so griftina
were a savoury morsel for the great fy-
fag dragons. And while the griffins were
particularly busy picking up peel, the
fying dragoms took a mean advantage of
thew; they uwsed such onguarded mo-
ments to swoop down amd carry them
off, And a8 more and more grithns got
eaten up, peel accumulated on  the
wishy-washy ground: and dwarfs fell
wictims in increaszing numbera to the
grecly ogres and ogresses. What won-
der that the dwarfs at their wits’ end
exvlaimed: *Unless we can mamage te
cirvumvent our foes we shall e a3 ex-
tinct as ofd brother Dodo in lesa tham
no tine!™

A mceeting waa called at which sug-
gestions were invited.

“-fircase the stairs!” aaid one,

“lt was objected that there waso
enongh grease,

“‘Give themm a ecup of coll poison!”
sugyested another. This was voted aa
excellent notien, but unfortumately im-
po-sthle. .

“At lensth someone put forward the
idea: ‘Comrades, Ivt us seck counsel of
the Koboldelutterman! ™

“Now the story beyiny to be inter
eating!™ said Matilda the Mermaid;
*pray hurry up, Brother Tipes!™

“Well, Miss, this Kobolleiatterman
‘was reputed the oevercat of the whole
race of dwarfs; a kimt of hermit he
was, and he lived in a twisty twiny cave
all by himself, aear Doubledam, in Hok
anl,

“Aml 3 committes of seven aof the
moat indiential dwarfs and dwarfesses
waited upon him and eail: ‘Look yom,
Mynheer, we are. gonlimuslly upon the
jump. our lives have becerne a Lurden
untn us, owing t0 & pawity or lack of
grittin«; cduily in eveeincreasmg mumye
bLers we chde into the sileat tomb. The
greal fying Jragoms cossurme ihe grif-
fios, and the ogte and ogrewss cOmIume
U4, und verily as grade is grass snd hay
is hay, we're bere to-motrow sad gone
today!’

“Aod the Committes Lifted up their
woice and wept, snd bheir tears mingled
ia one commom strram .
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wrath, and strode up and down the
twisty-twiny cave. Baid he:
‘Donuerbtiiz! uow dush wy wig!?

Not snother dwar? need hop  the twlig,
I e or she will lst 1o wme!

The luxvd 14 duugerous — then try the nea,
My wuutlun's thils te butll usud lsunch
A wyessel wil timbery stout nud stauoeb;
I myself will her captuly b,

And onr-lise heuoeforth b the soundiog -
meR!

"M Qs indeed very kind of you,' said
the Comnittee; '‘we will consider your
valuable wuyuestion and commuaicate
with you sgain!”

“Then they withdrew, doubtful as to
what their wives, the dwarfeases, would
say about it.”

"My! and what did they say?” asked
Matilda.

“Well, there, the proposition made a
fine to-do, I enn tell you! You see many
of the dwarfs were bad sailors, and these
who had never been to sra were shy as
to templing the perils of the deep. They
said: ‘It might be out of the frying pan
into the fire!’ which was true ecough

“So the Committee 2gain waited upon
the Koboldclatterman. He heard them
patiently, and aaid: -

"Let those who can't ablde the ocean,
Live underground — that is my ootion?®’

“Ang 0 it came o pass that most of
the dwarfs mnwmde their homes under-
ground, and these are known to this
day as Trolls.

“The rest enlisted the help of the
fairies, and built a big siip that could
mot siak; she could sail with or against
the wind. Then, with the Koboldclatter-
man as their eaptain, they sailed away,
taring to aml fro on the face of the
waters. Perbaps because the ship was
built by fairy hands her crew were able
to do withouty #ood or drink; this was
convenient. And as the yexrs went by
they got thinner and thinner, until you
could have seen right through them! In
this manner they escaped the ogres and
ogresse Well, for hundreds of years
they have been sailing. the ship never
puts infe any port, and calm or storm
makes no difference to her progress!™

“On, [ should dearly love to see her!”
eried Matilda, in her enthusiasm splash-
ing the water with her tail.

“Would you tndeed, Miss? replied
Tipes; *then ket us sec if we can find
lert™

Then he and the Mermald directed Lheir
course southward, uatil they reached the
Pole at the em] of the earth. There,
where the ocean fals bod.ﬂy over the edg
of the world, they pulled up on a little
island. Bless you, they were in no danger
of falling over, for ther were mot quite
50 near as all that! But where they
waited the sea was oll upand-iowny. and
the whirlpools were all  curly-whorly.
And by-amd-by, Brother Pipes sudderly
fupped his wings and Screamed: “Hur-
rah! here she comes!™

And sure encugh the magie ship came
in sighi, meving amainst the wind with
al] sail set. Aa she neared the rock,
Matilda made a trumpet of her hands
and shouted: “Ship ahoy!”

At the words a dwarf made his appear-
ance on the high poop of the vessel

He was dre<<ed in the fashion of wong
ago. Reeing Matilda, he politely raised
his three-coroered hat and waved it
thrice. In another minute the vessel
reached the end of the world, and disap
peared from view.

The Mermaid turned to her conipanien:

“Could your sharp eyes read the name
of the ship, which was painted on the
stern 1"

“Ave, aye,” replied the bird; “The Fly-
ing Dutchman!™

“And the dwarf who raised his three-
cornerd hat!™

“Was the captain, of course!®

Now, though the laat mermail has long
since disappeared, owing to the so-called
“mareh of civilixation,” the Flring Dutch-
man is etill said to sail the ocean But
at aight of the phantom sbip with her
shadowy crew the boldest mariner stands
azhast, and hia fate ja doomed who haa
aught to dn with her skipper, the Kobold-
clatterman? .

If 1 lal1%s oty 3 wottlog

Uoming theo' the rye,

If he bag a eold upen hlm

Need the laddle diel

He can lagzh at all ¢hest troubles
i1t he cag prowyre

The proper atuff. and plaln ennugh,
it's Woods® Ureat 'eppermiat Caore.
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FROM C.B. Tallor-Made Cotsets anhance the
8“1 beauty of a perfect figure, while they im-
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C.B. Tallor-Made Corsets are the elixir
of elegance, smartness, refined distinction
and comfort
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have A single test has senvinced thousamds aof
rust-proo! womwn that hers s n type lmmeasurably

supporis, aupatior te al sthar straight-fronted sersets.
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STORES I AUSTRALASIA.

P
I any dificulty In procuring the correct styls, write for
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4. BE. NEWPORT, SONS & CO,,
Flinders Lane, MELBOURNE.
A B. WITTRY, York Strect, SYDNEY.
4. BUNTING, Hobson Strast, AUCKLAND.

“LEALANDIA™

STANDS FOR

ALL THAT IS
BEST

Ladies’ Underclothing

Dainty Blouses

Tea and Dressing Gowns.

OF ALL DRAPERS.
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